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The Front Page
Long covid is all over the place, it has been reported. Increasing numbers of people are finding
that a recovery from the initial infection is not the end of the story and they continue to suffer
severely from ongoing physical and/or mental problems that have no end in sight. New Zealand
with its comparatively small number of sufferers has not yet had to consider this as a high
priority. So, will covid legacy be different for us? There is much uncertainty over the state of
post-covid Earth. Economic upheavals, anti-globalisation, political rivalry, social chaos, mass
migrations are all either here or will probably happen in various parts of the world and that’s
even before climate change is factored into the mix. In NZ our minor fluctuations in things
pandemic, isolation from mass populations of the world and comparative wealth could mean
different priorities. Matters of the environment may be one of them. We trampers were shut
out of the wilderness for a meagre three months at most in 2020 but things are already not quite
the same as they were.
Physically, the mountains are still uplifting or eroding, glaciers continue to melt, earthquakes
are happening, forests are masting, rivers are flooding and so it goes on. The birds and beasts
are still going about their daily business, the rain is often torrential in places, fires sometimes
burn large tracts of bush and beaches are busily eroding. Covid hasn’t affected these processes
but maybe humans have become more interested in them. Thus, the idea that one of the effects
of the pandemic could be to change peoples’ attitudes to the natural world, is an interesting
one. Certainly, more people are now going out to look at it! Reports from the national motor
home and caravan organisations say that thousands of people have bought vehicles and signed
up this year already. A veritable tidal wave of New Zealanders has been washing over the
country to walk, cycle and paddle wherever takes their fancy. No doubt for many of them it is
because, until recently, there was nowhere else they could go. But at least the experience may
increase their sense of the value of their own countryside and/or remote areas, and they may
be more likely to be sympathetic to careful management of it as opposed to commercialisation.
As recently as three months ago, a Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment’s report
was raising serious questions about the impact of mass tourism on our environment; now the
industry is lamenting the absence of overseas visitors and the revenue they bring. The lull has
given us time to think about the direction of our backcountry management which has in turn
given tramping clubs a chance to assert their opinions on how this should be done [one would
like to think that HTC is one of them]. The present government has shown more willingness
to fund conservation practices than previous administrations but often what money it gives
with one hand it takes away via the capital assets system with the other. As the government’s
agent, DoC has to devise ways to deal with this. So, how is it doing? One answer has been to
share the load: there are now many more groups, particularly volunteers, involved in helping
with such tasks as hut maintenance, pest control and plantings. In many areas the local iwi are
demanding and getting a bigger share of the management of the conservation estate, and this
trend will increase. Another solution [which DoC has used repeatedly] is to raise money.
Current proposal is to increase hut fees – considerably. Great Walk bookings opened this week
and it looks as though new fees will be applied, at least from July 1st. We at HTC will be more
concerned with the increase of ordinary hut fees because that is the nature of our area.
However, exemptions are growing in number and FMC has serious concerns about the fairness
of these charges. Read about it in Backcountry 223 and give your support.
CH
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2502
Ohara Stream – Ruahine FP
Sun 10 January 2021
Summer hadn’t quite lived up to its usual hot weather but a trip to Ohara Stream on Mangleton
Road in the Kereru area, was proposed. A Plan B might have been needed so I rang a farmer
friend who lives at Pukehiwi (near Big Hill) and was advised that there had been 61mm of rain
and Ohara Stream was a bit cloudy. Glenda also had a plan which involved checking the stream
that flows past Maraekakho as this was from the same catchment as Ohara. As we crossed the
bridge by the Maraekakaho monument Lex slowed the van and we all looked at a free-flowing
and sediment free stream so it was on to Ohara Stream.The starting point for our exploration
up the stream is a picnic area at the junction of Mangleton and Thorn Flat Roads. The grass at
the picnic area was rather overgrown but the route down to the stream had been cleared by
bulldozer or grader so was easy to access. There was little easing into the thought of river
walking; it was straight in. The stream was clear with a clear view to the bottom. Gravel and
smallest stones are on the stream bed so walking was quite easy. This is not to say that a few
of us didn’t slip into the water but it was such lovely weather and the stream was warm. There
was evidence on the river bank that the water had been up but, luckily for us, pleasant wading.
There was a duck making lots of noise to draw danger away from her young. However we
were not the danger that she needed to be concerned about. A karearea (NZ falcon) was flying
overhead.
Our lunch was taken in a shady grassy spot on the true left of the stream in a spot that was
described as having seats up here rather than on the muddy stream bank we had been looking
at. After lunch we left our packs and waded upstream to where the water goes through a gorge
with interesting rock formations.

Peter was the only one of us to venture forth where the water was up to his chest. Well done, Peter, for
keeping your camera out of the stream.

After regrouping we returned to our packs and commenced the downstream journey back to
the van with some walking on the river flats. Alas, one party was not so much bluffed as
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blackberried and had to have a change to their path. There is an excellent swimming hole down
by the picnic site of which a number of the party took advantage. Christine and Alan walked
part-way up the stream and then returned to the van. They then explored the Mangleton Road
area where they met a local farmer who told them that there had been 75mm of rain on Friday.
We truly did pick a great day for a river walk. Thanks to all who came and to Lex, our driver.
With a tramping party of 10, this was our opportunity to take the new van on its first HTC trip.
The consensus is that the van is comfortable to travel in and fish bins purchased earlier in the
week were great for the wet boots.
Party: Lex Smith (driver) Susan Lopdell, Glenda Hooper, Peter Berry, Simon Whittam,
Alan Peterson, Christine Snook, Daniel Haddock, Paula Kasper, Derek Boshier, Anne Doig
2503
Mangakuri Beach to Pourerere
Sun 17 January 2021
Low tide at Mangakuri was at 3:30pm so it was a 9:30 start from Te Aute Road and then via a
Middle Road. This trip was the van’s first off sealed roads which it handled well. A group of
five of us started walking from the Okura Road end of Mangakuri Beach at 11:15. We had met
a couple of locals walking their dog and were advised that some of the rocks were rather
challenging. The first half an hour was along wet sand with the tide just going out. We walked
passed a flock of dotterels which we were told were resident in Mangakuri. The first lot of
rocks were well rounded and quite easy to walk over. The further down the coast we walked
the more jagged and rough-edged they became. Perhaps because we had such a long journey
to make, 20 km, we needed to walk on more rocks than had we been able to start later. On
reviewing my photos there are a couple of large areas of beach but my memory serves me as
there being more than the promised 25% of rocks. With it being a late start, lunch came fairly
early in the tramp and was taken on a grassy plateau above a rocky beach. After a couple of
hours Anne and Lex returned to Mangakuri to drive the 29km on the gravel of Mangakuri Road
to Pourerere.
Jo, Susan and I continued the rock-hopping and beach-walking. Jo, who didn’t use tramping
poles, had a very effective way of keeping her balance with both arms outstretched. On one
long stretch of sand there is a group of large blue and red chairs. There was time to investigate
as we were still some distance from Paoanui Point. Four hours from Mangakuri was the last
rock pile. At this point we encountered vehicles which had come from Pourerere. After five
hours we rounded the Paoanui Point where the beach is a flat bed of rock which is easy to
navigate both on foot and in a vehicle point. The promised cup of coffee after we rounded the
point did not eventuate and it started to rain. Not being able to see the buildings of Pourerere
we were uncertain of how much further we had to walk. However, they soon came into sight.
The final part of our tramp was over the lagoon outlet and up to the van. The journey had taken
us five hours and 40 minutes.
AD
Party: Lex Smith (driver) Susan Lopdell, Jo Petty, Anne Smith, Anne Doig
2504
Yeomans – Ruahine FP
Sat 30 January 2021
With a forecast of coolish weather and only one name down for the overnight trip to Cameron
Hut, Susan and I came up with an alternative: Yeomans Track. As Saturday was supposed to
be the warmer day, we chose Saturday for the tramp. Four of us left town around 7:30am and
4
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headed down to the end of Makaroro Road. We parked up the top by the DoC sign and walked
down the farm track to the river. We were pleased that we didn't have to take the circuitous
track we had to use the last time we were there, thus reducing the expected return journey time
by about 45 minutes (the land is now owned by Smedley Station and they allow access along
their track). The Makaroro River was very low and easily crossed and, once on dry land, we
followed the old road until we reached Yeoman's Track turn-off. Because mountain biking is
allowed on this track DoC has bridged most of the streams, making it easy walking.
Temperatures were in the late teens and I, for one, was pleased that we weren't doing the
numerous crossing of the Ngaruroro River to get to Cameron Hut. However, the weather was
perfect for this tramp: not too hot but warm enough to enjoy the odd break from walking. We
had left the cars just before 9am and arrived at Ellis Hut for an early lunch, sitting outside the
hut in the sun.

Lunchtime at Ellis Hut

The birds were more vocal in the afternoon as we retraced our steps back to the car: robins,
fantails, tomtits, whiteheads, kereru, tui and long-tailed cuckoo were all heard or seen. It took
a similar time on the return journey and we were back at the car by three o'clock.
Party: Jo Petty, Simon Whittam, Susan Lopdell, Glenda Hooper (organiser)
2505
Working Bee at Kiwi Creche – Lake Opouahi
Wed 3 Febuary 2021
A huge effort was made by our team to clear the area surrounding the weir which had become
very overgrown with bracken, blackberry, grasses, other flora and much unwanted debris. The
area was totally transformed to neat and tidy banks bordering the waterway and nearby
fenceline. An opportunity to see kiwi chick, Makahu was a fitting end to a very successful day.
AC
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Team Members: Christine Hardie [driver], Graeme Hare, Des Smith, Heather Stephenson,
Lynn Walch, Sue Taylor, Sue Lopdell, Scott Campbell, Rodger Burn, Peter Hansen, Glenda
Hooper, Donna Berry, Joan Ruffell, Anne and Liam Cantrick
2506
Waikaremoana Area
Waitangi W/e
6-8 Febuary 2021
Option A: it’s a long journey to the far side of Waikaremoana where our other party was to
depart. It was a chilly drizzly day and five slightly hesitant trampers set off on the seven- hour
walk to Manuoha Hut. My party hopped into the truck and returned to Mokai Tarns carpark,
first lunching while overlooking Mokai Falls. Five of us set off, immediately ascending
through beech forest to circumnavigate the four small tarns. It was evident that this area had
not had the usual rainfall with only two tarns having a small pool of water and very little
birdlife - weather conditions may be the main reason for this.
Drove back to the old DoC visitor site and wandered down to view Aniwaniwa Falls then down
to the lake edge past Momahaki and Te-tangi-o-Hineura waterfalls. Just inside the holiday park
entrance is the impressive new Tuhoe Centre, which does appear to also be a Visitor Centre.
We arrived after 4:00pm and a fellow camper gave us a bit of paper with our camping details/
password for the barrier gate [for a holiday weekend, the hours were not ideal].
On Sunday we set off to Onepoto carpark where we counted 51 vehicles! I silently groaned,
hoping that most were on the round-the-lake track. From the information boards to just past
the shelter, the track was overgrown before breaking out onto the grassy old vehicle track. It
was a cracker of a day, warm and sunny as we set off along a stiffish ascent through beech and
rimu forest with plenty of viewpoints over the lake to the first lookout at Te Rahui Trig, 964
metres. We had time for a snack before finding a rocky ledge just short of Bald Knob [1181m]
for lunch. There were awesome views over the lake and we watched boats scurrying back and
forwards across the water. We returned the same way and stopped off at Lake Kiriopukae
which was at its lowest I have ever seen. Murry was able to walk through to the next lake. We
stopped at the cemetery and the redoubt on the way back to the truck.
Monday was a late start as the shop didn't open till 8:00am and we wanted to top up with fuel.
We then drove around to the carpark near Aniwaniwa Falls and set off on the wide benched
track towards Lake Waikareiti. There were the obligatory photos and snacks before continuing
around the foreshore to meet up with Colin's party. It was about 30 minutes on that we came
across a familiar face who looked absolutely shattered – we rescued this poor soul and lunched
with him by the lakeshore. We retraced our footsteps back to the truck where Colin's party was
waiting for us. A big thank you to Murry for forgoing the overnight trip and for the long
distances he drove over the weekend - it was much appreciated by us all. I appreciated the
support for another long weekend: we had nine on the trip and the truck proved great as we
slept in it at the holiday park.
Party: Overnighters = Colin Jones, Paula Kasper, Randall Goldfinch, Simon Whittam
Daytrippers = Kim Smith, Jude Hay, Anne Doig, Murry Alderson, Susan Lopdell
Option B: we left the truck and the other party at Waikaremoana Road up a bit past
Hopuruahine Landing turn-off at about 11:30am. Manuoha Track started at 607m and is well
marked with the usual orange triangles which we followed as we climbed up to gain trig
1017m. A lot of pig fern ground cover and no moss on the trees; with so many trees we could
not see any distant views of the lake. On and on we plodded, up the track though oceans of pig
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fern and large native trees often covered with lichens and moss past trig point 1261. We had
been wearing our parkas because of drizzly rain and a draughty wind; temperatures were cool.
The last section up to Manuoha Trig continued much the same with the tree size getting shorter
and more weather beaten with heaps of moss [goblin forest]. This time the mist prevented us
looking out at any views. Getting near to Manuoha Trig we were walking through corridors of
leatherwood. Colin had rushed on ahead to the hut to get a brew of tea on the go - I liked that
idea. We pasted over Manuoha Trig 1380m and continued down to Manuoha Hut with its six
bunks: 6:30pm and I was very happy to arrive there. A nice comfortable hut - two Maori bunks
with three mattresses on each level, two-metal covered benches and a new large wood stove.
Outdoors the weather was cool with mist so the hut was warm and comfortable for four bods.
We did not bother with the stove because finding firewood would be a mission.

Simon Whittam, Randall Goldfinch, Colin Jones and Paula Kaspar at Manuoha Hut

On Sunday we left at 7:45am heading along more ridges in an easterly direction where the
trees were shorter and covered with moss and lichen. As the altitude reduced slowly, the tree
sizes increased and we moved on through more oceans of pig fern. A few times we got limited
views out to Lake Waikaremoana and the weather improved so no parkas on. The going was
mainly sloping downhill. In the afternoon we knew we were getting somewhere when passing
Kaipo Lagoon and, finally, a track intersection where we headed for Sandy Bay Hut [900m]
beside Lake Waikareiti. Everything there looked beautiful as the sun went down. Simon slept
inside while the others camped outdoors as the temperature was warmer with no wind or rain.
On Monday Colin, Paula and Simon zoomed off at 7:00am around Lake Waikareiti Track to
Ruapani Track then out Waikaremoana Road and they were out at the truck by 1:00pm. The
Wx was sunny and nice. Randall left Sandy Bay Hut at 7:30am around Lake Waikareiti Track
heading towards the shelter. On the way he met Option A Party - good to met them for a lunch
break. Afterwards, off to the shelter, a very nice facility where the park staff have boats.
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From here it was down a wide track that a four-wheel quad bike could have motored up. The
going is very well graded. Back at Waikaremoana Road we met Colin and the others for the
road trip back to Glenda/Peter’s property, no stopping anywhere.
RG
2507

Barlow Hut – Makaroro River – Ruahine FP

Sun 14 February 2021

We drove to the old Yeoman’s Mill site, about a 90-minute drive from Hastings, turning off
Highway 50 and following the Wakarara Road to its end. We then drove down the farm track
to the Makaroro River. The mill was a thriving native timber milling community in the 1920s
and lasted for 25 years. Long-time club members remember there being numerous buildings
at the site in the 1970s. Now there is only the remains of a boiler left.
We followed the shingle riverbed upstream for about an hour to where Gold Creek intersects
on the true right, heralding two tracks, Gold Creek Ridge Track and Sparrowhawk Track and
had our first stop for the day. Our second stop was shortly before the start of Colenso Spur k
and when we got to this track, three of us climbed up it a short way to view the stone cairn
with plaque to commemorate missionary William Colenso’s journeys across the Ruahine
Range. His first trip was made in February, 1845. In the next hour there are hillsides of large
kowhai trees which would be colourful in spring while mixed forests of beech and podocarp
inhabit both sides of the narrowing riverbed. Recent and past storm damage has led to erosion
slashes on the steeper hillsides. This erosion leads to a massive amount of varying-sized
shingle in the riverbed. There were 44 crossings [Deby counted them] but in these very low
flow conditions most were no deeper than mid-calf. Deeper pools could be avoided by
scrambling over the rocks on the true left edge in a few places.
The orange roof of the hut and the large orange triangle marker was sighted just on midday.
Barlow Hut was built in 1983 by NZ Forest Service and is named after early settlers, the
Barlow family. It is a Lockwood-designed standard eight-bunk hut which is well-appointed
with a wood burner, platform bunks, water from the nearby stream, an attached wood shed and
outside long drop. No-one was interested in the two alternative routes back: one a steep 350
metre climb up Barlow Track to meet Colenso Spur Track before descending past the cairn to
the river while the other climbs approximately 600 metres to Parks Peak Track where a righthand turn eventually leads back to Yeoman’s Mill. Instead we all headed back down river to
the mill site, some stopping to swim in a lovely deep clear pool.
GWH & DH
Party: Deby Mills, Paula Kasper, Susan Lopdell, Anne Doig, Glenda Hooper, Peter Berry,
Daniel Haddock, Derek Boshier
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2508
Kiwi Saddle Hut - Kaweka FP
W/e 27 - 28 February 2021
Three trampers left Taradale, driving to Lakes Carpark for a walk into our club hut. It was a
very warm sunny day and we were soon "glowing" whilst climbing up to Kuripapango. We
were serenaded by two bellbirds in the beech trees at Randall's am tea spot. Soon traversing
the saddle, enjoying the views, we made steady progress to our lunch break on the mossy floor
under the beech trees. We arrived at the hut at about 2pm where Randall was relieved to put
the new axe down, for a little while at least. Christine had walked in and, after a chat, left for
her return trip as was not staying. We spent some time gathering, sawing and chopping
firewood to stock up winter. A young couple arrived to stay for their first time in a hut, plus
three hunters at 8pm. The couple lasted till 4:00am then left - some of us snore apparently.
Who knew??
The dawn broke, welcoming a slightly cooler and cloudy day which made for a more
comfortable walk out but not before we gave the hut a thorough sweep and tidy.
We passed the hunters on the way back. They were enjoying the views and the wild eyebrights
and gentians flowering near the track. Back at the car park, one of the five vehicles had a very
flat tyre! Not Randall's, fortunately. We were back in Napier at about 2:30pm having enjoyed
our weekend. Thanks, Randall, for driving.
Party: Janice Love, Randall Goldfinch, Joan Ruffell
The way to Kiwi Saddle has changed a geat deal: 50 years ago, we usually slogged up from the water gauge
on the Ngaruroro and the current track to 4100 was a route through young manuka. Now, of course, it is a
major highway which shows a lot of wear and tear from the many users – I met five parties on my way out,
mostly hunters with the serious ones planning to fly camp. I was impressed with the grand state of Kiwi Saddle
Hut which is thanks to Randall who makes frequent sorties in there for pest control and maintenance. Also
thanks, Joan and Janice, for your cleaning and firewooding work.
CH
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2509
Galbraith Hut – Maungaharura Range
Wed 3 March 2021
On Napier-Taupo Road about two kilometres before the famous Mohaka Bridge we turned
into Waitara Road then carried on about five more kilometres down the road to Brooks Road
on the right. The start of our tramp is Waitara Station at the end of Brooks Road on a farm
track. [Thanks to Lloyd and Sonia Holloway for permission to visit Galbraith Hut]. My
description of the climb to Galbraith Hut as the term gentle climb has been brought into
question. In hindsight, and with the help of the topo map BH38 Te Haroto, I calculate the climb
to be a 220 metre ascent over 4.5 km. We had dairy cattle, predominantly jersey, in the first
paddock we crossed. They were very curious when we first arrived and lined up at the gate but
as we made our way to the gate they backed off. Once we were all through a number of them
followed the last of our party up the road. In the second paddock there was Aberdeen Angus
(they didn’t seem as interested in us).
An hour up the well-groomed farm track we came to a set of double gates where the track
branches into two - to get to the hut it is necessary to take the right-hand track. This is less
worn and veers to the east. About five minutes from the hut we were able to see a grove of
trees and the first building sighted is the outhouse. Minutes before the hut there is small stream
to cross and this was possible without getting our feet too wet. Crossing gently gets water to
the sole level of the boots. We were at the hut after walking for 1½ hours.
Galbraith Hut is an historic building clad in corrugated iron and situated under the
Maungaharuru Range. Inside the hut there are Weekly News 1950s pictures of Princess
Margaret and a young royal family. Names of early users of the hut are carved into the facing
above the fire place. The hut is well kept with a delightful polished handrail made of manuka.
A number of the party said that they would be happy to spend a night there. As a group we had
lunch in and around the hut in an area out of a chilly wind.
Perhaps it was after a trip to the extremely clean long drop that members of the group noticed
the abundance of mushrooms. From then on it was group foraging and a number of us will
have enjoyed a meal of mushrooms later. On the return trip to the truck we were able to enjoy
the vistas presented of the Mohaka River valley and a reserve of mature native trees. The
Taraponui mast was viewed in the distance from the hut. This trip, with at times a chilly but
refreshing breeze, was a pleasant way to enjoy a day that was forecast to be 30°C in Hastings
We had 14 in the party, eight of whom were picked up in Taradale. Welcome, Carol Clarke on
her first tramp with the club.
As always, special thanks to Christine H, our driver, and thanks to Christine S for supplying
an abundance of grapes to snack on.
AD
Party: Christine Hardie (driver), Rodger Burn, Barbara Phillips, Janice Love,
Marion Nicholson, Susan Lopdell, Carol Clarke, Christine Snook, Alan Petersen,
Lynn Walch, Des Smith, Graeme Hare, Anne Cantrick, Anne Doig (organiser)
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2510
Te Iringa – Kaimanawa FP
Sun 14 March 2021
Te Iringa, which is a high point in the north-eastern Kaimanawa range, is 23 kilometres east
of Taupo on SH5 (Napier-Taupo Road). On SH5 there is a yellow road sign to indicate Clement
Access Road (formerly Taharua Road, it reverts to Taharua Road at the Clements Mill Road
turn-off). The 9.5 km journey along Clement Access Road to Clements Mill Road is asphalted.
The track starts from Te Iringa campsite car park which is five km along Clements Mill Road
on a narrow gravel road. Te Iringa in the Kaimanawa Forest Park is the second Te Iringa the
club has visited within the last six months. The other is on the Napier-Taihape Road.
The DoC track sign advises that it is a 6-8 hour hike through to Oamaru Hut but we were not
going that far as our destination was the site of Te Iringa Hut. From the carpark at Te Iringa
campsite to the old Te Iringa Hut site the track climbs slowly up 330 metres. On the whole the
track is well-defined but there were a couple of areas where there were windfalls across it. One
of these areas required a clamber off-track. We were not the first to have gone off track
indicating that this damage had been there for a while. The forest is predominantly beech which
gives the track a lovely soft base on which it is delightful to walk.
About half an hour before the old hut site there are views of Ruapehu, Tongariro and Ngaruhoe.
At this time of year, they are not as visible as in winter when they are covered in snow. The
slower party of Lex, Carol, Barbara, Glenda and Anne made it to the hut site in one and a half
hours. The faster group of Dale, Simon, Vivi and Geraldine had walked past the hut site,
continuing uphill for about 20 minutes. We met as they returned and spread ourselves around
the camp site for lunch.
After lunch a small group walked, without packs, for about 20 minutes uphill past the hut site.
Once the track started to descend we turned back. On the return we observed views of Lake
Taupo, a vista we had not noticed on the way in.
We enjoyed a leisurely stop at the hut site. Taking into account our lunch, the trip up the track,
chatting with a couple of hunters (who with their beautiful black Labrador stopped for a short
break) and locating the burned piles of the hut, we spent about an hour. The return to the van
is mostly downhill by the same track we walked up.
We were not the only people on the track. As
we went up we met two hunters and a runner
(who had been up to the hut site) coming out.
At the hut site another couple of hunters and
their dog. All four hunters had been
successful in their quest for venison.
The track through to Oamaru Hut is also a
track shared with mountain bikers. There
was little evidence of their presence in the
park. We left the campsite at about 3:15pm.

Glenda, Lex and Carol on the track
11

May 2021

Pohokura
Little did we know that we would not make it home until 9:00pm. As we rounded a gentle
bend before Rangitaiki School Road traffic was at a standstill and there were red and blue
lights flashing in the distance. Shortly after that a yellow rescue helicopter came in to land. We
were a distance from the accident so we sat and chatted amongst ourselves. After a while a
long line of cars had turned around and headed back towards Taupo. The message we were
given was that there would be a minimum of three hours delay. As we were in an area of no
cell phone coverage we decided to turn back until we found coverage. We were sure we’d have
coverage at Opepe which proved to be true. There we phoned Graeme Hare and Peter Berry to
advise of our dilemma. We also calculated the road trip via the Napier Taihape Road. It would
be four hours driving and as Lex wasn’t keen so all we could do was wait and walk around
Opepe Reserve. Opepe is a delightful forested area and the walk was leisurely. One highlight
for me was sighting a bell bird.
Once back at the van we could not ascertain via the police website if the road had been cleared.
As there seemed to be a number of cars coming from the direction of Rangitaiki and it was
about 6:30pm we decided to head in the direction of home. We had a short wait before we
were able to continue our homeward journey but it was a relief to be on our way home.
This will be a memorable trip for newcomers Geraldine and Vivi. Carol was also on her first
trip with the weekend trampers; Carol had been on the Wednesday trip to Galbraith Hut.
Welcome to you all and thanks for your patience.
As always thanks to Lex,
our driver. Although a “P” licence is not required to drive the van; it was reassuring to know
that Lex was back at Te Aute Road within the 14-hour time that the “P” licence normally
allows.
AD
Party: Lex Smith (driver) Barbara Phillips, Glenda Hooper, Simon Whittam, Dale Barnard,
Carol Clarke, Geraldine Peters, Vivi Xie, Anne Doig (organiser)
2511
Taradale Hills Walk
Wed 17 March 2021
In the greater scheme of things this was really a mini-trip.
A lack of interest in the programmed outing to Kaweka FP encouraged the remaining hardy
souls to transfer their target to a local walk. A stroll around the Taradale hills was acceptable
so we met at Church Road Winery’s carpark. From there it was up the hill directly behind the
winery on the newly upgraded track to Sugar Loaf/Pukekura, a local icon. The routes are many:
up and over or spiral from the left or walk above Tironui Road along sheep trails or a mixture.
History tells us that Pukekura was the site of moonlight picnics in the 1920s and in the
following decade annual Easter motorbike races had a section up the steep hillsides. Wouldn’t
that have been an interesting sight?
Since the 1980s, as we all know, this has been a reserve, thanks to the Halliwells [owners of
the land since buying it from noted early settler, Henry Tiffin] who gifted it to the city. How
the property developers must have cursed as the views from the 127m summit are spectacular
in all directions. However, we could not linger so it was along the road to Maggie’s Way. This
is an attractive downhill walk from this end along a limestone trail to Kent Terrace. Plantings
of native trees and peaceful waterways have encouraged birds to the area. It is a very popular
recreation area for the locals. As yet, there is no walkway from this park to Dolbel so we had
to walk for a while along the road. Big housing developments have crept over the hills in this
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part of Taradale for the last two or three decades and there are some impressive buildings that
now look down on the township.
We took the top route to Dolbel and had a lunchette on the way. All of us were able to sit on
the seat facing east and admire the view while we nibbled. There is also a memorial to the
Japanese visitors who were sadly killed in a car crash while in Hawke’s Bay – their families
arranged for trees to be planted in their memory. It is a satisfying climb through the kauri forest
[or what remains of it] to the top of Dolbel Reserve where there are more fine views. The forest
is there thanks to the efforts of Taradale Rotary Club which has been responsible for the area
since 1991 – CH and LW can remember the days when this was a sheep station with very few
trees and plenty of space for kids to have trolley races down the hillsides [when the farmer
wasn’t looking]. There were regular dog trials that some of us went to watch too. Nowadays
there are still sheep but they are there to keep the grass down. Some of them have taught
themselves to stand on their back legs for extended periods and eat away at unprotected
saplings. Clever girls!! As this is a memorial park, there are numerous plaques and seats that
commemorate deceased local people, some of them very well-known.
It was sad to note the number of trees that have not survived the recent droughts and quite a
number have had to be removed which we could see that the Rotary workers had been doing.
This is always an issue in such a dry environment which is probably why the kauri trees are
not doing very well. It looks as though more dry-tolerant species are now being used. We were
interested to note the contrast when we walked down the southern face of the reserve. This is
a much shadier and damper section so the plants are noticeably more lush and the ground is
wetter.
From here we decided to call it a day as some of us had other commitments and it was getting
hot. We walked through the streets for refreshments at a Taradale café before completing the
walk back in Church Road [and collecting feijoas at Christine’s house on the way].
Party: Christine Hardie, Rodger Burn, Lynn Walch, Scott Campbell
2512
Havelock North Reserves
Wed 31 March 2021
With leaden skies threatening rain, it was with some trepidation that a small group of trampers
departed Keith Sands Grove for a stroll through Tainui and Hikanui Reserves. A short pause
for morning tea was had at Hikanui before continuing our walk to The Redwoods where the
removal of pine trees revealed a transformed landscape. It was noted that replanting had begun
with a variety of trees and shrubs. After lunch we returned to our vehicles via the recently
upgraded Tauroa and Tanner Reserves. The five reserves walked proved to be an interesting
half-day in calm, dry weather conditions.
Party: Rodger Burn, Janice Love, Christine Hardie, Lynn Walch, Joan Ruffell, Joan Ruffell,
Philip Mardon, Barbara Phillips [organiser]
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2513
Daphne – Howletts – Longview -Ruahine FP
Easter 2 – 4 April 2021
Eventually the numbers became three for this trip so, after collecting Anne and Simon, we
were underway at 7am in my ute. It is quicker and shorter with less climb to go via the original
[25 years ago] track through Kashmir Farm. So we went into 4WD and across the farm to
Moorcocks Stream. Anne then sensibly suggested that if we, as planned, came out via
Longview, then it was going to be a gravel slog back to the vehicle. So back out we went, up
the road and parked at the current Daphne carpark. The ‘new’ track is another 350m climb so
a bit slower then down to the Tukituki for wet feet. We all looked forward to the grunt up
Daphne Spur, yeah right! It was predicted and was a windy day, getting battered once leaving
the bush-line and up through the leatherwood belt up to the ridge, probably wind speed at 80
or so km at the top.

Howletts Hut
I knew that Ken Mills and his hunting crew were there for a week, departing tomorrow
Saturday. It looked like a no fly right then but it calmed in the night, lucky for them. We had
our three nights tucker but Ken said, oh I should have told you not to bring too much
food…they had lots left and it was their last night, so we were invited to share. An enormous
pot of spuds, kumara, carrots was cooked, along with onions and mushrooms, sausages, meat
patties and prime steak. There was enough for them and us and more! They got underway at
9am next day after a miracle of a calm starry night and just a slight breeze. With about 60kg
of boned out venison [ leaving some back steaks for us!] and all their gear and leftovers, they
needed two trips to get away. So we were left with the left over cooked steaks, patties and
sausages…these stowed outside in the covered frypan to keep cool. We then fried up half of
the veges as bubble and squeak for part of our breakfast. Later in the morning we left for the
compulsory climb up to Tiraha which was most enjoyed by Simon as he had not been to the
area. Good views were to be had but not Ruapehu.
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Back down to the hut and had a go at getting the sponge rubber and vinyl that I had carried up
to upholster the third vandalised chair. This involved much discussion and free advice amongst
us as how best to achieve the wanted outcome! As the chair had a steel frame for the back,
Simon tied a friction buckle strap as a back rest and a 20kg empty coal bag was tied on to put
the finishing touches to the masterpiece. Dinner on the Saturday night was a bonus as we recooked/heated the aforementioned meats, used the still voluminous veges in a fry up that made
a kings feast. The hut on Saturday night was full, us three, three hunters from the Waikato, a
family of four from Wellington and another party of three from Wellington too. It was great to
see a family with two kids of about 10 and 12 out there doing it. Others called and passed
through on their way. Next day, Sunday we had planned to go over the tops to Longview for
the night but the winds were back again, so regrettably the decision was made to go out a day
early, the way we had come in. The river was the lowest I have ever seen it so travel was easier
and faster. Six hours later we arrived at the carpark. Thanks to Simon and Anne for their
company and all new territory for Simon.
JM
Party: Simon Whittam, Anne Cantrick and John Montgomerie [organiser]
2514
Don Juan and Black Birch Range
Sun 11 April 2021
Twelve of us started walking eastwards from the end of Lotkow Road, first through a mixture
of regenerating forest and then pine trees to our morning’s destination, Don Juan. We had
reached the trig by 10am, had a short break and then returned to our vehicles. After driving
two kilometres to the start of Lotkow Road to Little’s Clearing Track, we dropped half the
party off as they were to climb the steep track on to the top of Black Birch Ridge and follow
the track to Littles Clearing. The rest remained in the van as we planned to walk in from Little’s
Clearing and meet them.
The drive to Little’s Clearing in our new van was eventful. The van has traction control which
is automatically turned on when you start the vehicle. When the van gets into tricky situations
when traction is not as good as it should be [such as in deep snow or when going up steep
gravelly roads like Black Birch] it decides to stop, in our case just as we had rounded a blind
corner. While Susan hopped out to manage any traffic, our driver pushed all the buttons he
could find in an attempt to turn off traction control. All previous vehicles he has driven have a
button you push to turn off traction control - this van has a four-step menu process to turn it
off which is not detailed in the instruction book (found after the event on Google). Anyhow,
after some time and a bit of luck we managed to convince the van it could continue upwards
and, when the gradient decreased, we were able to stop and wait for Susan to catch us up and
get in.
We had lunch at Little’s Clearing before walking in to meet the others. The first part of this
track is very pretty as it winds its way through native bush to an unnamed tributary of the
Donald River after which there is a more open damp, tussocky stretch and then the dreaded
pinus contorta. It was a lovely sunny day and from the view points on the tops we could look
across and see our cairn as a little dot on the sky-line. Three of our party continued on after
meeting the others so we could visit Black Birch Bivvy before returning to the vehicle but
everyone was back in the van and headed for town by around 3:30pm.
Party: Peter Berry, Anne Blake, Teresa Blake, Susan Lopdell, Anne Doig, Jo Petty,
Vivian Xie, Jude Hay, Derek Boshier, Des Smith, Janice Love, Glenda Hooper (organiser)
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2515
Fred’s Farm Visit
Wed 14 April 2021
The starting point for our walk was just upstream from Maraetotara Falls on one of Fred’s
recently purchased blocks of farmland. Fred gave us a bit of background history relating to the
countryside we were to walk through and then we all set off at a leisurely pace up a valley,
checking out the various points of interest as we went. These included a hundred year-old, two
storeyed woolshed, a hydraulic water ram pump and an ancient limestone cave which Peter
and Des spent some time exploring. We stopped for our lunch break on the top ridge of the
farm, overlooking Kahuranaki Valley. The view up and down the valley was stunning, with
the autumn tints of the surrounding trees making it the stuff of picture postcards. Unfortunately,
our tranquillity was short-lived, as one of our party decided it was all too much for her and
fainted. HTC members immediately swung into action and after ringing 111 to verify the
patient’s condition and prioritise the best course of action, it was decided to evacuate the
patient by our locally based Lowe Walker Rescue Helicopter team. They were just amazing to
watch in action, being so professional and caring of the patient. It was only a three-minute
flight for them to return to Hastings Hospital with their patient who was fully checked out by
the hospital medical staff and discharged the following day. After all our excitement we
returned to our vehicles and, at the invitation of Fred and Marion, we drove up the road to their
place for a cuppa tea and a good dose of country hospitality. Many thanks to our hosts Fred
and Marion and the HTC team members who attended to made the day a success.
DS
Party: Des Smith [organiser], Fred Chesterman, Marion Nicholson, Rodger Burn,
Brent Hickey, Anne Doig, Lynn Walch, Judy McBride, Garry Smith,
Joan Ruffell, Glenda Hooper, Peter Berry
2516 Whirinaki Te Pua-a-Tane Conservation Park
ANZAC w/e 23-26 April 2021
“Stepping into Whirinaki Forest is like travelling back in time. Giant trees, ancient and mossladen, tower overhead, soaring up to 65 metres into the sky.” Ngati Whare co-govern this forest
alongside DoC. They have established a native nursery in Minginui Village and plan to restore
hundreds of hectares that was once milled back into native forest. Mangamate Loop track is a
three-day, two-night walk (34.3km), an ideal introduction to back country tramping.
Saturday: we arrived at River Road car park, full of vehicles, in cloudy overcast conditions
and, surprisingly, no kaka chorus. A quick bite to eat, groaning as we shouldered our weekend
packs, setting off on a benched track amidst these giant trees to Te Whaiti Nui-a-Toi canyon
and the main river track. A whistle from the river alerted us to blue duck and we watched a
pair of whio feeding on the lichen-covered rocks. Soon came to Mangamate Stream and the
start of 70+ crossings, each clearly marked with both large and small orange markers. Soon
came upon the old hut site, the only remnants being the concrete fireplace and the long drop.
Left the grassy clearing, entered an area of scrubby bush with a short sharp ascent which had
tus all puffing, finally onto the wide benched track winding its way through mainly tawa to the
nine-bunk Mangamate Hut with its brightly painted red door. It is nestled in the saddle between
the Mangamate and Kakaiti Streams. No-one was in residence so we grabbed the bottom bunks
with Kurt erecting his tent next to the helipad. Later, a couple arrive and erected a bivvy by
the track edge. At dusk a father and son arrived, happy to see the hut and didn’t mind the
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clamber up to the top bunks. It was a very clear night and I didn’t require the use of a torch to
go to the toilet.
Sunday morning dawned cool and overcast as we set off, initially a short climb then descending
down to Kakaiti Stream. This section was not as well marked but still easy to follow with 60+
crossings. A lot of old windfall with brightly coloured fungi everywhere: cream and brown,
yellow and the small orange varieties as well as bush lawyer and ongaonga to entrap us if we
were not careful. The ground began to flatten out to mainly large beech trees and old podocarps
as we neared the Upper Whirinaki track junction. Lots of birdlife heard and seen: tui,
toutouwai, miromiro galore! Keruru, kaka, riroriro, mohoua, tauhou as well. After a couple of
kilometres, Taumatu Bridge appeared and we were now on the main Whirinaki track.
Ppodocarps were reappearing as we followed the undulating track to the hut. Arrived at Central
Whirinaki Hut just after midday and nobody there. We ate our lunch in sunshine, ensconsed
ourselves between the two bunkrooms and chilled out. Over the afternoon, fellow trampers
drifted in and by 5:00pm the hut was full with two family groups who had carried in some dry
firewood, an older couple with superlight gear doing the long four-day circuit, Gareth and his
dad who were with us at Mangamate, three young women from Auckland and a young couple.
Temperatures started to plummet, fire was lit, evening meals cooked and then into the card
games with Gareth and Paula facing off in a game of chess plus the normal chitchat amongst
trampers.
Monday saw everyone up, cooking breakfast, packing, saying farewells and our crew set off
back to River Road car park. What an area to be in, walking along the banks of the Whirinaki
River in perfect weather, listing to the water flow over cascades, looking for whio and trout…
Each time the fisherpersons among us stopped to admire the trout, the size increased
enormously - how the water magnifies everything! After 2.5 hours and eight kilometres we
stopped at Vern’s Camp, a shelter in a grassy clearing for about 20 minutes then continued on
to the waterfall. We then decided to follow the loop track clockwise back to the van. A total of
42km travelled over three days, making it about 4-5hrs each day which left time for plenty of
stops and photo opportunities and a chance to meet a lot of great fellow trampers in the park.
Unfortunately it was time to leave this idyllic spot. Drove back via Waiotapu and Reporoa with
a stop at Arataki Honey’s café - recommend this to anyone. My thanks to everyone: what a
great crew that really gelled and made it an awesome weekend. Special thanks to our driver,
Lex; driving and then tramping must be tiring and without our drivers we wouldn’t get into the
places we tramp.
Party: Lex Smith, Kurt Fenton, Paula Kasper, Jude Hay, Anne Doig, Simon Whittam
Susan Lopdell [organiser]

2517
Tangoio Beach
Wed 28 April 2021
This was a repeat of the Wednesday Walkers outing in November 2018 but minus the gale
force wind which we all appreciated. The day started cloudy and almost cold but warmed up
later to gorgeous conditions. In 2018 Joan recorded rampant blackberry en route plus erosion
and landslides. Well, that part hasn’t changed! The blackberry is still rampant although some
of the slips have grown over although it doesn’t mean that they are stable in the long term so
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we were all careful. One major change we noted immediately when we arrived was the
complete absence of baches. Yes, all those colourful and quirky little buildings have gone.
Although some of us had heard of the development of the area we didn’t know that it is so far
advanced. The flat land on the right as you approach is now levelled and divided into sections
with roads and lights. Of the twenty places advertised we could see one only that was not sold.
A large digger was already working in the background and it looks as though a suburb will
shortly be with us. Even the access road has new seal on a lot of it. Very interesting, considering
what we know of rising seas being already with us and the water here being not very far away.
Back on the trail and we negotiated it fairly quickly. Rodger and Lynn decided not to join us
and did a walk along the gravel beach in the opposite direction. We later heard that they had
got a fair distance towards Whirinaki before retracing their steps. The rest of us made it past
the remains of the old boatsheds below the quarry and on to the site of the whaling station that
existed in the 19th century – the trypot that was originally there is now outside the old
customhouse in Ahuriri. We gathered on Flat Rock/Te Papa for a lunchette before walking
right around the headland to Stingray Beach where we normally like to sit on a driftwood log
[see Pohokura 260]. Time for another lunchette so we climbed up the hill, some of us avoiding
the blackberry bushes more adroitly than others. At the top we lounged about, looking out to
sea, eating and talking about momentous expeditions when we were all very young. As we
usually do!! From there we could watch Joan, Alasdair and Layla coming along the track below
us.
Nobody went as far as Tangoio Bluff and the walk back was very straightforward with the tide
at its lowest. We could see lots of baby mussels on the rocks but poaching is a huge activity in
these parts and it’s not easy to find large shellfish so close to the roadend. We mused about the
supposed NKII mussel farm somewhere offshore but no-one had any definitive information
about that. Back at the parking area we sat about the picnic table for a final debrief before
going home.
Party: Christine Hardie [organizer], Rodger Burn, Janice Love, Garry Smith, Alasdair Shaw,
Joan Ruffell & dog Layla, Lynn Walch, Graeme Hare, Susan Lopdell
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Private Tramping Trips
Open Alpine Ngauruhoe Moonlight Ascent
Sat 5 September 2020
I’ve always had an idea in the back of my head that one day, when I’m older and more
experienced, I would love to climb Ngauruhoe. The opportunity came sooner than I expected.
Walking in the door from school, Mum greeted me with, “Let’s do a moonlight ascent of Mt
Ngauruhoe,” and, before I knew it, we were on the road heading to Taupo by 5pm.
We collected our ice axes and crampons before starting our walk to Mangatepopo Hut around
10pm. At this stage everyone was in high sprits and enjoying their evening adventure. We
continued in the snow and began the treacherous walk up the mountain which quickly became
very deceiving in the dark. As our minds and bodies became tired most of the people turned
around after a few hours while the rest of us managed to continue climbing. I got about halfway
up the mountain before my mind started playing tricks, telling me to turn around because it
was too hard and my feet were in too much pain, considering I had an all day dance recital
starting the next morning. However I pushed on and step by step got closer to the summit.
Every step I took became more painful but I knew I was almost there. The conditions were on
our side most of the way until 500 metres from the top when the wind started pushing us
around. This is the part where I had to dig the deepest and trust my climbing ability allowing
me to summit at 3a.m. with the remnants of the party. It was a short-lived celebration as we
still had to get down through the wind and snow.
I hunkered down in a snow cave to gather energy to make it down off the tops. My scroggin
was in one pocket and a now-frozen bottle of water in the other! While I was resting, Mum
started her descent but she was blown over in a gust of wind. All I could do was look away.
We were responsible for ourselves on this trip and I had to trust that Mum had self-arrested
and was okay. Once I saw her back on her feet I decided it was my turn to leave the safety of
the snow cave and begin my descent, trying to time it with the gusts of wind. While climbing
up the mountain was physically demanding, going down was mentally hard as you did not
want to put a foot wrong and slip. So, slowly, step by step, made our way down. At the saddle
I grabbed a bag of scroggin and replenished my energy enough to get over the last part of the
walk out. Mum met me at the bottom, we said goodbye to the group and briskly jogged back
to the carpark. We needed to be back in Napier in a few hours time, ready for the next event,
my final ballet performance, a full day of dancing! I was into costume and on stage with less
than five minutes to spare ! And Mum had work on the afternoon shift.
Overall the trip was metally and physically testing although these factors were quickly
forgotten when you glanced up at the moon and the wintery hills surrounding us.
What an action packed night of adventuring.
Samara Eggers
[Ed – what a great account of a challenging climb and a real accomplishment to look back on for both of you.
Well done, Kathy and Samara – we know that Turner clan members are tough customers].

19

May 2021

Pohokura

Report on OTNZ Bushcraft Course attended by Paula Kasper
The course focus:
●
Operate in an environmentally responsible manner.
●
Navigate with and without a compass (grid method) over a selected route.
●
Safely travel off-track in non-challenging bush terrain.
●
Practice river safety - not the caterpillar method, using linking arms behind each
other's back.
●
Rotate the responsibility of the party leader role.
●
Select a suitable campsite.
●
Light an emergency fire.
●
Use a mountain radio.
●
Deal with some basic emergency and first aid situations.
●
Build an emergency shelter with material carried and sleep in it.
●
Complete observations/predictions of field weather.
Friday night:
Walk into campsite, tents/flys set up.
Saturday:
Full day walk with all your gear except tents. This will be on and off-track.
We set up our emergency shelters which we slept in that night. We put up the mountain radio
and listened to the scheduled call although we couldn't be heard in Wellington.
Sunday:
Began with our fire lighting practice. We then headed for a high point to practise resections
and other skills such as identifying peaks, ridges and valleys. River safety was covered last.
There was a debrief at the end of the course.

Pakowhai Park and Beyond
Wed 10 February 2021
On a grey, overcast morning the Boots on Bikes team (fifteen in all) gathered at Pakowhai Park
to ride one of our favourite circuits: along the stop bank trail to Hastings Golf Club and home
by various routes. Undeterred by a poor weather forecast (which proved to be wrong – yet
again) we set off in the direction of Omahu Road making good progress despite having to
negotiate a number of gateways scattered along the trail. Exercising extreme caution, we
crossed Omahu Road and continued to Highway 50, stopping at Roys Hill Reserve for morning
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tea (or lunchette to use Graeme’s definition). We continued down the trail, turning left into
Ngatarawa Road, then to the golf course entrance on Maraekakaho Road just past the airfield.
Arriving at around 10:30am we passed a large collection of vintage cars on our way to the
upstairs café. The Petrolheads were there - as usual on a Wednesday. We ordered our favourite
treats, sitting on the balcony, enjoying the view and admiring the immaculately manicured
putting greens. After an enjoyable interlude, we set off on the homeward journey in various
directions, according to our final destinations. All in all, it was an enjoyable ride – the high
overcast sky kept the worst of the heat at bay, the headwinds were minimal and the predicted
rain didn’t eventuate. A big thank you to the fifteen who came.
SC
Cyclists: Christine Hardie, Lynn Walch, Heather Stephenson, Rodger Burn, Raewyn Ricketts,
Alan Berry, Pam Pike, Sharon Wellwood, Peter Hansen, Jim Hewes, Joan Ruffell,
Alasdair Shaw, Ray Manning, Des Smith, Scott Campbell (organiser)
Mystery Ride
Wed 10 March 2021
Mr Lyn stepped up to the plate once again. We met him at the pumping station in Te Awa Ave
near the golf course. He had checked out the new cycleways that now go through the city from
coast to coast or, should we say, from ocean to lagoon. So, we headed west through Te Awa,
Maraenui, Onekawa and over to Greenmeadows. On the way we passed the construction sites
of Napier’s newest retirement villages which provoked discussion about whether or not any of
us would like to live in these kinds of settlements. After winding through the industrial area, it
was over to the cemetery suburb and up the hill to Poraiti. The leading group stopped for
morning tea at the Memorial Book Shelter in Wharerangi Cemetery – interestingly the book
was open at the page for Isobel Morgan, long-time Forest & Bird conservationist and cofounder of the Estuary Protection Society; well-known to many of us in HTC. A good omen,
maybe. A long wait for the last members of our troupe became even longer so a couple of us
went back to check. Turned out that Joan had had a serious glitch with her chain/derailleurs
which took a while to sort out and required a bit of brute force in the end. She and Alasdair
then decided to go the low road and meet us later.
Onwards…….but then, instead of continuing along Puketitiri Road, we ducked down a short,
steep road next to Hohepa to find, at the bottom, a walking easement below the houses and
orchards. New ground for many of us.
We had to cycle over grass so things slowed down a bit but then we popped out on to Boyd
Road which we cycled up to join Poraiti Road. More ups, downs and rounds which we on
electric bikes enjoyed hugely although those on the leg-powered models were not far behind,
Then, it was the end of the road but, never fear, Lyn had this covered. We dived down what
looked like a rough driveway which had to be carefully negotiated before we finally ended up
in scrub on the main outfall of Ahuriri Estuary, facing a locked gate. Where we stranded?
Not for long! Spontaneously, it seemed, a conveyer line was formed and the bikes were lifter
over the gate, one by one. Even the heavy heavy eBikes - thanks to the likes of Des, Scott and
Ray. Then it was shades of “we’re going on a bear hunt.” Following little more than a foot trail
it was down to the shore line. Mud, grass, old pine trees, overgrowth and undergrowth. It was
a bit of a challenge to follow this on wheels especially the wet parts. Lyn fell off, rather
gracefully it has to be admitted, into the tussock but recovered himself in a flash. Sadly, Mr
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Hare was our one casualty. While negotiating a by-pass [possibly near the lower boundary of
the property his daughter and family used to own] he had a close encounter with a low-hanging
pine tree and the end of a branch gouged his shoulder. This stoic man did not utter a squeak
and the rest of us knew nothing about it until we all finally reached the safety of the official
bike path and regrouped. A quick investigation showed that it was a clean wound although
fairly deep and it was quickly covered by a suitable patch from CH’s first aid kit. At last, the
kit had come in useful! We heard later that he healed up with no problems.
From there it was a straightforward cycle along the Water Ride towards Westshore with a close
inspection of the embankment underpass which opened recently after months of work. It looks
impressive with its concrete barricades but we discovered some weeks later that, horrors, it is
leaking. Back to the drawing board?
For us it was back on the trail to East Pier where we stopped for lunch and caught up with Joan
and Alasdair. As Lyn had promised, the big chairs were waiting for us so we sat happily in
them and looked out to sea while we were eating.

Lynn Walch trying out one of the “Big Chair”
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The last part of the big day out was the return initially through the town. The group split up
with people going in different directions to Taradale, Hastings or coastal Napier to get home.
For most of us it was about 50km today although some went even further as they rode home.
Thanks, Lyn, you’ve done it again and given us a really good day.
CH
Cyclists: Lyn Gentry [overseer], Des Smith, Ray Manning, Christine Hardie, Garry Smith,
Lynn Walch, Joan Ruffell, Alasdair Shaw, Scott Campbell, Peter Hansen,
Peter Hewitt
Waipukurau to Takapau
Wed 24 March 2021
We had originally intended our group of 11 people to meet up and leave our seven vehicles at
the Waipukurau railway station. However, we discovered on our arrival there that the deserted
old Waipukurau Railway Station has now been transformed into a very busy place with 30
minute parking restrictions. This recent change has come about because there is now a popular
takeaway coffee outlet established in the old railway station building. It was decided the better
option was to drive the short distance to Russell Park and leave our cars there. Our objective
was to cycle to Takapau township and return by whichever of several alternative routes people
were comfortable with. The cycle route to Takapau took us along Porangahau Road, Arlington
Road, Woburn Road and Oruawharo Road. As we approached the historic Oruawharo
Homestead a group of us decided to be a bit cheeky and ride on up the gravel driveway to
investigate further. Christine and Des approached the current owner/occupier, Peter Harris,
and were lucky enough to get permission from him to wander freely through the grounds and
magnificent 1879 homestead. It was just amazing to see the authentic interior of the homestead
and listen to the owner tell us about some of the time, effort and huge amounts of cash involved
in restoring this 142 year-old piece of NZ history. The background classical music that was
being played outside was totally in keeping with the place, giving it a timeless and peaceful
feeling of what it must have been like back in the day..... We eventually made it to Takapau
where we all stopped for our lunch break and general catch-up. There were no coffee baristas
to be found in the township so we settled for the public picnic table area on the corner of
Sydney Street to have our thermos teas and coffees. Having recharged our batteries, so to
speak, - e-bikers included - we decided on our preferred cycle routes back to our vehicles at
Waipukurau. Nine elected to return the way we had come albeit with a slight detour down
Hatuma Road. Des and Peter decided to return on a more circuitous route, heading further
south to join Highway 50, then along it and through to Ongaonga, Waipawa, Teparu roadend,
over the swing bridge and follow the limestone cycleway track back to Russell Park in
Waipukurau.
DS
Cyclists: Des Smith [organiser], Rodger Burn, Christine Hardie, Garry Smith,
Peter Hansen, Joan Ruffell, Alasdair Shaw, Ray Manning, Lynn Walch,
Pam Pike, Sharron Wellwood
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Cycle near Raukawa
Wed 7 April 2021
A handful of cyclists met at Maraekakaho School and, after the distraction of noticing a coffee
trailer there, we decided that in such perfect, calm weather we would tackle Kereru Road and
see how far we would get. Just a few logging trucks so far on the road but not a problem as we
cruised along, enjoying the scenery. It became very hilly, more so than I anticipated, but still
fun. Alasdair decided to return home at this stage as he felt unwell and we stopped at the bottom
bridge to catch up with Christine. We decided to continue through new country for most of us.
and before long we got to Kereru Station. We stopped at the old buildings on the main road
which set all the dogs off – they are housed not far away and obviously enjoy barking like
crazy when people without vehicles go past. Des took some photos and we all decided to carry
on so it was a left at this junction and on past the school with kids in the playground. It was
interesting to note what looked like yet another rural subdivision ahead of us with smart houses
being built.
Yet another grind uphill which we took in our stride and we gained enough height to get good
views of the countryside back to the ranges. Des was never far behind. He had planned to go
down Gwavas Road then join SH50 but at the junction with Salisbury he got into conversation
with a driver giving way to other logging trucks coming out of the forest and was advised not
to continue because of logging operations with loaded trucks on narrow, gravelled roads.
Sensibly, he took the advice and rejoined us for a lazy lunch. We now had a challenging 6km
ride down the gravelled top-end of Salisbury Road: this made for slow progress and required
plenty of concentration and occasionally not a little luck to remain upright. We also had to
watch out for more trucks that were involved in logging on private land and using the road
access. Otherwise, it was reasonably straightforward along the ridges that underlay the road
before reaching a high point of 550 metres. Here, we stopped to admire the outstanding vista
of the countryside. This sight made our efforts worthwhile but even more enjoyment was to
come. We were now back on a tar sealed surface and made great progress downhill, revelling
in the swooping corners as we went – easily the best fun we have had for ages. Before long we
reached the bottom where we regrouped again and had a steady ride along SH50. Fortunately,
there was not much traffic along these few kilometres and plenty of room to cycle on the
shoulder so we got back back to our cars at the school with no mechanical or physical mishaps.
Out came the thermoses and snacks for the men while Christine took advantage of the coffee
wagon which is operated five days a week by a very enterprising young local woman. Nothing
like bringing town facilities to the countryside!
RB
Party: Christine Hardie, Alasdair Shaw, Des Smith, Garry Smith, Rodger Burn [organiser]
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Obituary – Robyn Madden
Robyn came to tramping via Mountain Safety
and from memorable camping holidays in her
childhood. She had intended to enter the
Kaweka Challenge with Ros Lusk but
suffered a severe shoulder injury in a fall from
her bike just before the event. She did
however decide to join HTC, and became
very involved with the organisation of the
Challenge in subsequent years. She enjoyed
many tramps with the club, more easily
achieved once her daughters had left home.
Robyn was a strong, capable tramper who was
a pleasure to be with on any trip and, from
time to time her nursing skills were called
upon. Her advice was always sound and her
sympathy made treatment the more effective.
On one occasion she fashioned an excellent cervical collar for a patient with a neck injury
using a pocket knife and the remains of a cardboard box. The presence of many fellow trampers
at her funeral showed what a valued club member she had been. Even in more recent years she
had generously contributed her excellent jams for the club auction and they were always in
keen demand.
As happens with so many trampers, the arrival of grandchildren placed new demands on her
but she still loved getting out into the bush. Just before her illness she had signed up to help
with fence inspections at Cape Kidnappers and would doubtless have excelled at introducing
her grandchildren to camping and tramping.
Robyn’s death from an aggressive brain tumour was unfair and premature.
Mike Lusk

CLUB/COMMITTEE NEWS
New Members: we have had an influx of new members in the last year, the latest being Jo
Petty, Barbara Hamilton, Geraldene Peters, Vivian Xie, Carol Clarke, Kurt Fenton and Greg
Smith. Welcome to HTC, all of you. In the last news I unfortunately missed announcing a
number of new members: Carolyn Catt, Paula Kasper, Deby Mills, Simon Whittam and Kim
Smith were all confirmed at our October committee meeting and should have been listed in
January’s Pohokura so my apologies to you all and a belated welcome. Kim has since resigned
as she has returned to the UK but the rest have been getting out into our ranges.
Training: through the training fund the club sponsored Paula Kasper to a OTNZ silver
bushcraft course held in Tamaki West. Paula enjoyed her experience and has written a report
which can be seen elsewhere in the magazine. There is another course in June which other
new members may wish to attend.
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Thanks: many thanks go to Jo Petty and her father who have donated an aideport first aid kit
to the club. This has been put into our van.
Hut Work: there have been working bees at Howletts and Kiwi Saddle since the last Pohokura
was produced. John and Janice did an epic painting job on Howletts back in February and, with
help from Eddie Holmes and Sandy Claudatos, stashed the 700 kg of coal and five sacks of
firewood that we had ferried in by helicopter. Meanwhile, at Kiwi Saddle, Randall has cleaned
much of the hut and toilet, and fixed up issues with the fire and chimney. Many thanks to all
you hard-working people.
DoC Request: Louise McNamara from DoC has asked us to see if any club member wishes
to spend some of their time as a hut warden at Te Puia Lodge or as a camp warden at the
campground beside Mangatutu Springs (staying in a container that has recently been converted
into a one-bed accommodation unit). This would be over the warmer months and could be just
for a weekend or for longer periods. They just like to have a presence at these areas to minimize
loutish behaviour as well as to clean toilets and follow up on hut fees.
Mail: we have decided to stop having a post box for our mail so in further all mail should be
sent to: HTC, 316 Te Aute Road, RD 2, Hastings 4172. The cost of a post box is $180 a year
and in recent years we have only been getting a few items of mail every month, mostly bank
statements.
Transport: the new van is performing well (except on steep, slippery hills). We will soon be
organising shelving for the back plus signage.
Health and Safety: please note the changes at the start of the Fixtures List printed in every
Pohokura, i.e. “Are You Fit Enough To Tramp?” and “Medication”. Also, please can leaders
ensure that the PLBs are taken on every tramp, even the local ones, as we can not always rely
on cell phone coverage where we go.
Auctions: the second auction this year was poorly supported (I think we are all running out
of gear to give away) so it has been decided that we shall only hold one auction per year which
will be mainly produce although items relevant to tramping can be included.
Subscriptions: subs are due on the 1st July. Provided they are paid by 31st August they are
$25 Active Member, $38 Family Membership and $15 Associate Member - please see the note
that accompanies this Pohokura.

ITEMS for SALE
The club has a number of useful tramping items for sale at discounted prices.
New Topo 50 Maps:
$5.00
Smaller white pack liners
$2.50
Metal HTC club badges
$8.00
Blue HTC caps
$17.00
Safety in the Mountains
$5.00
Order from Penny Isherwood Ph 844 9994 or email p.isherwood@orcon.net.nz
Orders are collated in batches to save on courier charges so you may not get your maps straight
away.
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Heretaunga Tramping Club Meeting and Trip Information
Upcoming Meetings
Date
Chairperson
2021
19 May Graeme Hare

Speaker and Topic

Host/Supper

Open Night

H – Fred Chesterman
S – Marion Nicholson

02 June Kurt Fenton

Lake Waikaremoana Great Walk
Kurt Fenton
South Island Jaunt
Anne Doig and Susan Lopdell
Cycling in the South Island
Peter Hansen

H – Jude Hay
S – Simon Whittam
H – Philip Mardon
S – Daniel Haddock
H – Randall Goldfinch
S – Pam Turner

16 June Lex Smith
30 June Colin Jones
14 July
28 July

John
Photo Competition
Montgomerie
Scott Campbell Open Night

11 Aug

Pam Turner

25 Aug

Graeme Hare

08 Sept

Anne Cantrick

Useful Mountain Safety Council Videos

22 Sept

Daniel
Haddock

Open Night

06 Oct

Anne Doig

20 Oct

Jude Hay

Interesting & Knowledgeable Speaker
Alan Berry
My Most Enjoyable/Exciting Trip
Alan Petersen

H – Brent Hickey
S – Paula Kasper
H – Kurt Fenton
S – Susan Lopdell

St John Ambulance: Confidence H – Liz Pindar
Building Interactive Session, ‘Three S – Kim Morgan
Steps for Life’ Andrew Hedges
Quiz Night
H – Graeme Hare
S – Christine Snook
H – Penny Isherwood
S – Colin Jones
H – Anne Doig
S – Randall Goldfinch
H – Janice Love
S – Graeme Hare
H – Fred Chesterman
S – Kurt Fenton

Meetings Sub-Committee: Graeme Hare, Philip Mardon
We want ideas for club night speakers and activities.
Supper: Put out cups, wash dishes, leave kitchen clean and tidy, and generally help Joan and
Alasdair. Sweep floors and check that heaters and lights are off at the end of the meeting. Don’t
drag the furniture as it marks the floor.
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ARE YOU FIT ENOUGH TO TRAMP ?
If we are going to enjoy our weekend tramping and not hold up the rest of the party we need a
reasonable level of fitness, even at the B Party level – the sort of fitness that would allow us to
wander around on Te Mata Peak or the Taradale hills for five to six hours with an eight
kilogram pack. If you take a few hill walks you will soon recognise whether you have the core
fitness to manage a trip into the ranges, or whether you would be better to do some training
beforehand. Wednesday walks are not so serious but again, you need a moderate level of fitness
to keep up with the team.
It is important too that we all acknowledge any health issues that might cause problems on a
trip. If in doubt, we should talk with the trip leader or Club Captain beforehand to understand
the level of difficulty on the trip and make sure they are aware of possible issues.
MEDICATION
If we strike trouble in the ranges and need to call for assistance, it may be important that paramedics know what medication we are on. A very useful idea is to have a permanent note inside
your first aid kit giving details of medication or even the fact that we are are on no medication.
If everyone does this, fellow members on the trip will know where the paramedics should look.
TRIP GRADINGS
EASY:
4-6 hours tramping - suitable for beginners.
MEDIUM:
6-8 hours tramping - suitable for those with some experience.
HARD:
7 hrs+ tramping - experience and a high level of fitness necessary.
Unless specified an “A” trip would have a HARD grading and a “B” trip a MEDIUM grading.
GEAR LIST FOR DAY & WEEKEND TRAMPS
DAY TRIPS
Wear/Carry
Carry
Pack and pack liner
Map & compass
Boots and gaiters
High energy snacks
Socks
At least a litre of water
Parka and over-trou
Lunch
Fast-drying shorts
First aid kit
Fleece or woollen Torch, spare batteries and bulb
jumper
Long-johns & singlet Sunscreen
Sunhat & warm hat
Emergency food
Gloves/mittens
Survival kit (whistle, cord,
Overmitts
matches, pencil, paper)
Whistle
Complete set of spare warm
clothing
*Charged Cell Phone Money and Credit Card

WEEKEND TRIPS
All items listed for day trip plus
Sleeping bag
Sleeping mat
Food for three additional meals
Cooker, billy and matches or lighter
Extra snacks
Toilet gear, small towel
and toilet paper
Additional warm clothes
Plate, mug, cutlery
Tent/fly if required

*If you are injured and get evacuated via rescue helicopter to some distant town the cellphone,
money and credit card will enable you to contact your family and get you back home.
Leave at vehicle: Complete set of clothing for the return.
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OVERDUE TRAMPERS
Although returning parties plan to be out of the bush before dark, safety considerations must
come first. This may mean that parties are late returning to transport. Even after arriving back
at the transport, it may take two hours or more to return to the embarkation point. Beginners
should make sure that anyone who might worry about them is informed of this. Leaders will
try to get a message through to one of the “overdue contact” people listed below if a trip return
seems likely to be later than 10:00 pm. All newcomers should ensure that their own emergency
number is noted in the party list that the leader leaves in town. For all enquiries about overdue
trampers please ring one of the following:
John Montgomerie 877 7358 Graeme Hare 844 8656 Glenda Hooper 877 4183

TRIP LIST 2021
Although the area for the trip is generally adhered to, the suggested
objectives may change for a number of reasons. For pre-trip
enquiries contact the organiser or John Montgomerie, Ph 877
7358. Please email trip requests to tramphtc@gmail.com
Cancellations: If you cannot make a trip please contact the leader BEFOREHAND so as to
avoid unnecessary delays for the rest of the party.
PLB on every trip: organisers need to ensure a PLB is included for each tramping group.

Wed 19 May
Central Hawkes Bay Cycle
Another country ride probably near Waipukurau or Otane.
Organiser: Alasdair Shaw Ph 877 6225
W/e 22-23 May
Smith Stream Hut
$15
Map BL36
From Mill Road carpark, drop down to the Tukituki and head upriver for a short distance. Go
up a spur to Hinerua Track then on to the hut for smoko before dropping down to Smith
Stream Hut for the night. Next morning across to Middle Stream and then out to Waipawa
River.
Organiser: Des Smith Ph 022 370 6118
Wed 26 May
Happy Daze Hut
Over farmland to lovely bush in the Ruahine foothills.
Organiser: Rodger Burn Ph 8776322
Wed 02 June
Cycle from Clive
Head out to Clifton or maybe along the stopbanks from the Black Bridge.
Organiser: Heather Stephenson Ph 843 9157
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Queens Birthday W/e 5-7 May
Pureora Forest Park
$35
Map BG34/35
A three-day foray into the densely forested northern end of the forest park with large
podocarps and great birdlife. Mounts Pureora (1165m) and Titiraupenga are distinct volcanic
cones in this area. Options for an over-nighter (camp x1 and hut x1) or base ourselves at the
cabins and do day walks.
Organiser: Susan Lopdell Ph 844 6697
Wed 09 June
Sunrise Hut
Up to the #1 hut in the Ruahine Range through different forest levels. Shorter trips available
on the Swamp Track or even over to the Waipawa Forks Hut.
Organiser: Janice Love Ph 877 5442
Wed 16 June
Rodger’s Ride
Cycle through Havelock North and Hastings.
Organiser: Rodger Burn Ph 877 6322
Sun 20 June
Coppermine Creek and Wharite
$20
Map BM35
Coppermine Creek is in the SE Ruahine Range behind Woodville. From the picnic area at the
roadend it is a 30-minute walk to a track junction. From here we can climb to Wharite Peak
and hopefully get great views [three hours to tops]. Alternatively, some can explore the creek
upstream of this junction for evidence of the copper mining that occurred here in the late 19th
century before return to the roadend via Coppermine Loop track (2-3 hours).
Organiser: Janice Love Ph 877 5442
Wed 23 June
Te Mata Park
Another look at the treasured reserve in Havelock North.
Organiser: Peter Hewitt Ph 877 5188
Wed 30 June
Tukituki Cycle
A second expedition south along the Tuki Valley to Horsey Rochford Valley or beyond.
Organiser: Graeme Hare Ph 844 8656
W/e 3-4 July
Waikamaka Hut
$15
Map BK36
Over Waipawa Saddle to our club hut to celebrate Graeme Hare’s 65-year tramping career
and a re-enactment of his first tramp which was in this area. An enviable record. Maybe it
could be a retro-clothing and gear opportunity as well? Likely to be some snow at the saddle
so will need to be carrying crampons and an ice axe.
Organiser: Graeme Hare Ph 844 8656
Wed 07 July
Tutira Walkway
Start from Ridgemount Road and enjoy a walk above the lake.
Organiser: Graeme Hare Ph 844 8656
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Wed 14 July
Cycle from Guppy Road, Taradale
Head for Puketapu and then carry on to Moteo/Swamp Road or Dartmoor/Sacred Hill as the
mood takes us.
Organiser: Joan Ruffell Ph 877 6225
Sun 18 July
Kuripapango 4100 – Kawaka FP
$15
Map BJ37
From Napier-Taihape Road to Lakes Road carpark, climb Kuripapango/4100. Great views
of Ruapehu from the radio mast. Down to Cameron carpark near the water gauge on the
Ngaruroro River. (This will require a vehicle shift). A variation is to walk from Lakes Road
carpark down to Twin Lakes.
Organiser: Glenda Hooper Ph 877 4183
Wed 21 July
Blowhard Bush
Another look at the lovely limestone features and mature trees at this Forest & Bird reserve
on the the Napier – Taihape Road
Organiser: Lynn Walch Ph 650 6965
Wed 28 July
Cycle near Raukawa
Leave from Maraekakaho and go up Whakapirau, from there it’s Argyll East or Raukawa
circuit. If people want a lower level ride there is always Aorangi Road.
Organiser: Christine Hardie Ph 844 9590
31 July - 1 Aug
Tongariro National Park
$25
Map BH34/35
Middle section of Tongariro Northern Circuit
Go from Desert Road to Waihohonu Hut then Oturere Hut for the night. Next day up to
Emerald Lakes, Blue Lake and Red Crater. Climb to Tongariro Peak if desired then down
into South Crater; descend to Mangatepopo Hut and the roadend; vehicle re-location needed
maybe via a truck party at Waihohonu overnight or a day walk to Waihohonu Hut around the
other side and a night at Mangatepopo Hut instead - one hour from the carpark. This trip
could be done in reverse order if the first day was fine and the second was not so good.
https://www.doc.govt.nz/globalassets/documents/parks-and-recreation/tracks-andwalks/tongariro-taupo/tongariro-circuit-brochure.pdf
The information on this website brochure is for four days - day two and three will apply to
the planned trip. The booking season is closed so no need to book huts [$15 fee].
NOTE: this trip is in true alpine environment and will require a good fitness level,
adequate storm gear and sleeping bag. Participants need to carry crampons fitted
beforehand to their boots, plus an ice axe. Instructions for use will be given before
they are needed.
Organiser: John Montgomerie Ph 877 7358
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31 Jul – 1 Aug
Alternative to Snow Trip
$25
Map BG36/37
The first stop of the day will be at Opepe Bush, [17 km this side of Taupo on SH5] to walk the
one-hour, three-kilometre track. From there we will drive approx eight km towards Taupo to
Mountain Road, at the end of which is Tauhara Track. Tauhara is the prominent hill on the
right as you approach Taupo which sits on private land and is culturally significant to Tauhara
hapū. The return walk to the summit should take about two hours leaving plenty of time to find
some Taupo hot pools to soak. On Sunday we will drive to Whakaipo Bay and walk the eastern
end of the W2K Track which climbs gently through native forest to the headland between
Whakaipo and Whangamata Bays. We will walk the headland loop track before returning to
our transport.
Organiser: Glenda Hooper Ph 877 4183
Wed 04 Aug
Beach Walk
Probably in CHB – Kairakau, Blackhead, Pourerere, Porangahau are some of the choices.
Organiser: Garry Smith Ph 844 9931
Wed 11 Aug
Cycle Around Hastings
One of our favourites: start at Pakowhai Park and cruise along the stopbanks to Omahu, Roys
Hill and eventually to Hastings Golf Club before returning through Flaxmere.
Organiser: Scott Campbell Ph 879 8554
Sun 15 Aug
Parks Peak – Ruahine FP
$15
Map BK37
Access is from Mangleton Road across a farm paddock, past Sentry Box Hut then up the track
via Rocky Knoll. At the track junction take the left-hand option across the tops to the six-bunk
Parks Peak Hut set in pretty beech forest and sub-alpine vegetation.
Organiser: Anne Doig Ph 878 8694
Wed 18 Aug
Napier Hill
A good winter workout up and down the streets above the city as we tackle lots of stairways.
Organiser: Christine Hardie Ph 844 9590
Wed 25 Aug
Rodger’s Ride
Cycle with Rodger through the environs of Hastings and Havelock North – a mixture of streets
and trails.
Organiser: Rodger Burn Ph 877 6322
W/e 28-29 Aug Longview to Top Gorge
$15
Map BL36
To the end of Kashmir Road, up to Longview Hut, down the Pohangina River headwaters route
to Top Gorge Hut. Then it’s southeast to a ridge past Rocky Knob, Longview and back to
carpark. It is a long time since the club has been to Top Gorge Hut which has recently been
given a facelift!
Organiser: John Montgomerie Ph 877 7358
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Wed 01 Sept
MacIntosh Hut – Kaweka FP
A good hike to the plateau; those who don’t fancy the bill hill can potter about The Lakes.
Organiser: Des Smith Ph 022 370 6118
Wed 08 Sept
Seafield Circuit
Cycle from Park Island in Taradale to Bayview – take the high road or the low whichever
suits you on the day. Plenty of options for eBikes and non-powered cycles alike.
Organiser: Garry Smith Ph 844 9931
Sun 12 Sept
Te Ao Tupare Hut – Ruahine FP
$15
Map BL36
A-Frame Hut, situated on the top of the ranges behind Dannevirke has recently had a major
makeover by local hapu from Dannevirke and has a new name: Te Ao Tupare Hut/the realm
of leatherwood trees. We will leave from West Tamaki Road and climb 700m up a steep
track to Takapari Road which is a 4-WD track on top of the Ruahine Range. A short distance
along the road is the hut. The trip to the hut should take 2-3 hours and some will return the
same way. Others may want a longer tramp so can continue along Takapari Road before
descending to Tamaki West Branch near Stanfield Hut and out via Holmes Ridge.
Wed 15 Sept
Spooner Hill
Lovely bush to walk through near Tutira with a moderate climb to the top among the tomos.
Organiser: Joan Ruffell Ph 877 6225
Wed 22 Sept
Wheeling in Central Hawkes Bay
Start at Otane, go east and south along Racecourse Road before venturing further afield.
Organiser: Des Smith Ph 022 370 6118
W/e 25-26 Sept Western Tararua Range
$35
Map BP33
In from Otaki Forks roadend, up Otaki River to Penn Creek Hut, pushing on to Judd Ridge
then south and up to new Kime Hut for the night. Next day retrace a small part of yesterday’s
route to historic Field Hut, thence down Judd Ridge and Field Track to the starting point.
Alternatives could be up to Penn Creek for the night and back, or the same to Field Hut and
back out. Or from the truck exploring the Waitatapia or Wiaotauru valleys which have some
historic interest.
Organiser: John Montgomerie Ph 877 7358
Wed 29 Sept
Gold Creek – Ruahine FP
Another favourite, walking along this ridge in the beech forests of eastern Ruahine FP. Go to
the hut down in the valley or stop at the top before returning the same way.
Organiser: Scott Campbell Ph 879 8554
Wed 06 Oct
Clifton Cycle
Head from River Road along the new trail beside Waimarama Road and then out to the coast
or vice-versa.
Organiser: Alasdair Shaw Ph 877 6225
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Sun 10 Oct Makairo Track – Waewaepa Range
$25
Map BM36
Makairo Track was once a road joining the Pahiatua and Coonoor areas but it fell into
disrepair in the 1970s. It is currently being upgraded by the 4-WD fraternity and is used by
mountain bikers as well as trampers and hunters. In late 2019 we walked to the high point on
this track from the Pahiatua end so this time it is planned to leave from the Coonoor end. It is
only a kilometre from the quarry at the end of Coonoor Road to the high point and at this
stage we will leave the road and head south along the tops to high point 789 about two km
away. We will return the same way and some may find time to explore further.
Organiser:
Wed 13 Oct
Boundary Stream
Walk right through or do the section from Shine Falls to look at the limestone formations and
waterfall.
Organiser: Peter Hewitt Ph 877 5188

Wed 20 Oct
Cycle to Mohi Bush
Down and up Maraetotara Road to the reserve overlooking the valley; check on pest control
that we helped install some years ago.
Organiser: Garry Smith Ph 844 9931
Labour W/e 22-25 Oct
Mt Egmont/Taranaki
$?? Map BH29/BJ28/29
Fri: drive to Egmont Nat Park, arrive early afternoon and walk Maketawa Loop Track.
Sat: from the visitor centre at North Egmont, follow round-the-mountain circuit, past the
towering lava columns of Dieffenbach Cliffs, over Boomerang Slip to the 32-bunk Holly Hut.
Side trip from here to the impressive Bells Falls [one hour return].
Sun: back to track junction and boardwalk through Ahukawakawa Swamp; ascend through
mountain cedars to the top of the range and the 16-bunk Pouakai Hut, with views of the
mountain, New Plymouth and Pacific Ocean.
BOOKINGS REQUIRED
Mon: traverse the top of the range to the lookout on Henry Peak (great place for photo shots
of the mountain) and follow the boardwalk past Kaiauai Hut to Egmont Road (about 4-5 hrs).
Organiser: Susan Lopdell Ph 844 6697
Labour W/e 22-25 Oct Kaimanawa FP Loop
$20
MapBJ28/29
A Party: Poronui – Oamaru – Boyds – Cascade – Clements Roadend
Fri 22: to Poronui Station via SH5 and Taharua Road then to Oamaru Hut via Oamaru Access
Track where we will spend our first night.
Sat 23: to Boyd Lodge, via the Oamaru Valley track, across Waitawhero Saddle and Ngaruroro
River for our second night.
Sun 24: with permission obtained to go over private land, we will proceed upriver then cross
over to follow North Arm (Te Waiotupuritia Stream valley) to Waiotupuritia Saddle and on to
our last overnighter at Cascade Hut. Otherwise, we need to use the public land route over high
point, Maungaorangi.
Mon 25: out to Clements Road via Hinemaia Track, river walking for the last 15-20 minutes,
before a long, steady climb to high point 1240m. A gradual descent to Hinemaia Forks at the
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base of the ridge and from here it is a relatively easy 1-1½ hour walk to Clements Road carpark
and journey’s end.
B Party Options: 1] could be nights one and/or two at Oamaru, out via Te Iringa track to
mid-Clements carpark and collected on day two or three. Then to roadend and in to Cascade
Hut for night three or camp at the roadend awaiting A Party.
2] Oamaru to Boyd Lodge on day two for the night then back-track for the third night at
Oamaru, out to Helisika and around to collect A Party on day four.
3] a not too-demanding extension on day two ex-Oamaru to and up Kaipo Stream to Kaipo
Saddle and down to Cascade Hut for two nights with the third day exploring the waterfalls;
meet A Party on night three and all out to Clements Road on day four.
All these are dependent on being able to move the truck and give the driver options.
Organiser: John Montgomerie Ph 877 7358
Wed 27 Oct
Ex-Kaweka Hut Site
An attractive bush-walk to where HTC’s earliest hut was sited until burnt down in 2003.
Or you can go in another direction to The Lakes or even 4100.
Organiser: Rodger Burn Ph 877 6322
Wed 03 Nov
Apley Road Circuit
From Awatoto to the hills around Puketapu and back along the cycleways.
Organiser: Christine Hardie Ph 844 9590
Wed 10 Nov
Blue Lake
Inland from Tutira Store, past Opouahi then over farmland to this interesting spot.
Organiser: Susan Lopdell Ph 844 6697
Wed 17 Nov
Biking in Central Hawkes Bay
Start on the Waipawa to Waipukurau trail then beyond the town, maybe south, maybe west as
the organizer sees fit.
Organiser: Des Smith Ph 022 370 6118
Wed 24 Nov
Longview Hut – Ruahine FP
We didn’t make it earlier in the year so let’s have another try for this great location in the
Ruahine Range. No wind wanted.
Organiser: Janice Love Ph 877 5442
Wed 01 Dec
Crownthorpe Circuit
Cycle through lovely countryside from Pukehamoamoa – a couple of moderate hills.
Organiser: Lynn Walch Ph 650 6965
Wed 08 Dec
Mount Erin Ramble
A new walk up to one of the local mountain tops with great views over Hawke’s Bay
Organiser:
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