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Te all members we extend best wishes for a merry
Chiristmas and good tramping in 1955

. |
AINUAL MEBDING. o,

b | . .

_ The Annual Meeting of the H.T.C. was held in the Girl

(t1ides' Room on Oetober 1Lth, 1954, The followinz is fhe ann
report o= : .

“BARSHIP: -

This year closed with a financial members hip of €8, made
up as follows:-

Full members‘ 67 é682
s it

i 83R%ee 1% 1&%

Hrnorary 5 { 5

N:~ It is time we considered the future of the Club, so
rather than confine myself to the year just hast I em
rolnﬂ right hack into the history of the Club. To start consider-—
inz the future by recalling the past isn't as silly as it soundse.
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It is the same principle as taking a back bearing to fix your
directinne.

Barly in 1935 a plane dlsappaarud on a flight to Xestings
After a fortnight of wild rumors and unmethodical %ealchwnq9 azarch
was abandoneds Just afterwards Ian Powell skied on to the p»lane
in Armstrong's Saddle,. The need for some proper organisation was
urgent to those whé had been invnlved, and the H.T.Ce was Tormed in
ths same year, '

Our first provblem was thc cnormous st“°tch of . countw to
be covered, from the Manawatu to the Mohaka and QC”O%“ to >
~f the Waikato, Exploring became our fiwt, and perhaps
our main interest; search organisation and the tPQ1n1ng
always in the back of our minds. '

The Club has had several sm=a sczle searches and meveral
rescue jobs which have been compotenuLJ cevried out, and =sbout the
same number of alarms, which have been a useful t“%t of the
machinery; but has only been involved in one ma] gaarch for a
crashed ReNoZs.A.I'e plane near Howlett's Tut in lcu&, In this luck
played a part in providing an immediate clue, but the fOllOV“”p was
a brilliant operation. It was important as a demonstration of what

competent ground psrties could do, just at the time S.Aal. was being
set up, and in that way had an influence on the final “set up. But
it has given the Club something pretty difficult to live up toe.
'The Club Captain's report covers this aspect of the Club's activit-
ies, so I will leave that to hlmo

We haven't the resources of a big club. Bigger clubs
have one big advantage - they are more stable. There is always
a core of nld steadies, the snrrt of people whese hearts are in the
club and can be depended en fe rally round in an emergencye. A
small club hasn't a big enough core for that, and when a good

tramper dreps out he leaves a gaping hole. Most members AGo not
realise how much werry and hard work goes on all the time to patch
these heles and train up replacement for key men. The administra
tionof a club is & l-ng way from romping aleng a bush track navlsr-
ing, with boil! ups %t suitable intervalse.

This is why so few ¢lubs remain active for more than a
few yearse. I've been connected with the F.M.C. over a aumber of
years and I can tell you thise. As far as my knowledsge goc.o trers
are only two or thercabout clubs of our size i whole Hadora-~
tion that are as active and I doubt 1f thers that have nad
so long & run. So in keeping going as we ha have
accomplished somethinge. -

We have been helpsd by our haJJ“capOc Ea?. is cut oid

-

from the rest of the M.Z. ranges - good ranges and lots of them.

L5



-3 -

This gives us lcts of treamplng country but keeps us from going :
the easy way. Had we been handy to the Masin Trunk I should expect
us to hsve double the membership but far less tramping. ost of
them would be hanging round the Chateau. The Kawekas, Xainanawas
and Ruahines have been a strong shield sgainst that kind of
success. . ¢

* ¥

" But if I may say so, I doubt if we'd have kept soing sas
2 have 1f we'd beep entirely home =rown. It has been the local
rlood that has given the club its vitality and drive, but rieht
but from the jump we have always had a handful who gave trsuped
in one or other of the older established “ellingtoan clubs. LRy
have brousht with them the tradition of responsibility, without
vhich the club might quite easily have cCisintegrated into =an
enthusiesstic but disorpenised mob. In 2 sense we have
develecped as & small club with the tradition of a big club.

T should like to gquote from a recent letter from a
leading “"ellington tramper:- '

" was interested in your remsrks (re club captain).
Actually your idea of an all round Jcb, nursemaiding
eter., 18 1in the best traditions of the Tararua T.C.
of Geof 7ilson ete., but the young bloods haven't
appreciated it lately, they are still so full of
running off climbing the big stuff or oway to the Tark
skiing activities which I should say are in the ’
Tinority with your club members at the momen#. “Then
the H.T.C, has tamed the home ranges and *hers are no
more queqtlons to answer you may find the same turning
cutwards to other chunks of country. This may add to.
the lustre of the club but on the other side, getting
"bigger and better and bPiﬁhtPP must I think lose the
0ld closeknit friendliness."

: “aying farewell this year to'fTiends of long service to
the club has made me realise that the olub is reaching the point
vhere the past gives way to the future. "Two ex-Fresidents and
Lin Lloyd, at one fell swoop makes a big break,

After Toc Rathgate's dynamic Dersonality had got the
“c¢lub qzay to a flylng start Stan took over two years later with

the club geing great guns. But the war came and the club was
badly hit. o less than LO served in the theatres of war and as
you will realise from the cairn, nine never came back. Stan ;;st
had to carry on, eleven years in all, keeping a skelton organliea-

tlon in being, and thenks to him and to a maonificient team of
girls, the club held together.
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v As chairman Stan would be hard to beat., “hen meetings
7ere at thelr rowdiest, and club meetings were pretty rowdy in their
time, Stan had not the slighest difficulty in coming booming
through the din like some great foshorn; in committee he was-afways
on the job, impossible to sidetrack and. slways ready to kill fruit-
}gesvcontroversy with some obvious solution: on formal occasions the
1d€e@.spokesman for the club, with just the right word and the dry
7it, to put it across. .

#her Lin « .me back from the Middle =ast, 3tan could at
last step down. But Lin was fully occupied #ith rehab. and his
tramping days were just about over. It was only his loyalty .to
the club that induced him to take it on and we have cause to bs
grateful to him for his service in the difficult period of the
pOst war build up. He has deciied that the time has now come to
resign and I appreciate his point of view in making a clean break.
“ut 1 feel a personal loss, old digs are few and far between in the
tramplng world and we speak the same language. We shall miss hin
in committee - particularly his hard commonsense and his wicked
chuckle

wl

Another resif8nation i1s that of Bob woon from the _cszition
of Club Captain, shen George Lowe took off for more rarifici
heights Bob was his successor. I should expiain that on of the
peculiarities of this club has been the triple leadership of
President. Secretary and Club Captain, all of roughly ecgual importi:.

(@]
D

- in the scheme of things. Bob has been a club captain in the best

tradition over a difficult period of build up which threw a lot of
the burden on to his shoulders; preparing of tripe, training of
lesaders, filling in gaps and nursing new hands. Thankless «ork a2
1ot of it and it has meant a lot to the club to have a real toller
there over that period. In the name of the club, and particularly
personally, I wish to thank Bob very warmly. He has earned it.

_ That brings me to the future. %ith Stan's departure to
Palmerston we have lost one more of the 14 who were at the meeting
that decided to form the club. It won't be long now before these
sprehistoric mon:ters will only be available in fossil form. And
. .good thing too. I have seen a live tramping club held up for
c7ears by a fatherly old-timer who simply didn't know when to let go.
3us it does bring problens. I gdoubt if the club as a whole
realises how much the smooth running of the club depends on the fe.
~wno have identified themselves with the club and who do all tne
‘donkey work that nobody particularly wants to do. T.ook ahead
%3 - |} years and ask yourselves how many of the present committee
#111 still be in harness. kven after they've dropped out of active
tramping the same steadies go on year after year, but youﬁgan’t
take it for granted that they will go on indefinitely working for
the club.
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. Our particular trouble now is the wide gap both 1u age and
eXperience between the 0ld timers and the present generation of
active trampers. this was not so obvious soO long as George Loie
was 1in the district. e always think of Jeorge first of all as a
club member; and George hiaself in the 6 days of 1954 that he svent
at home man=ged to attend a club meeting, and even more characteri.t-
ically to run out to the Blowhard to see that the Ka.=kas were still
there - incidentally arousing the deepest suspicions of ths fores
rsanger; who wanted to know his business 1in a gazetted State ‘Jorest.
iz heart may be in Hawke's Bay, but his boots are in many other
places. I should refer here to the K.Z. Alpine Club's Himalnyan
expedition, as 1 notice the Club Captain has been too shy to list
Saruntse among the year's “private trips’. “e have not heard
nearly enought about it yet, but havs followed the vicissgitudes of
the party with the closest interest. (eorge seems to hdve baen a
very busy man, but his description of the return to ‘hyangbochs
~85 a classic and I hear that his RBaruntse film 1s “sensational”.
zut for the war there would probably have been several in betueen
to take mver - but there aren't. Those who are running the club
now have to look ahead. It has always been the club policy to
encourage new blood to take over responsibilities and this his workes
well, but it now reaching the stage where the members will have to
teen their eyes open for replacements cn a bigger scale.

Before 1 finish there is one matter I should speak of.

‘‘he sudden death of ur. ioel Liulgrove. This has broken a long-

standing between the Hiulgrove family and the club. Both Mr. #ulgrove
senior and ifioel took an interest in the club beyond the serios ﬂatt r
of boots and their proper nailing, and many of us «will remember th
them and Mrs. siulgrove with affection.

LoLUB CAPT ‘A.H:

. Club Trips: A total of 27 official club trips have bsen
run during the past year. Of these, fifteen were wveekend trips «ith
an average of 10 and 12 were day trips. having an average of 12
rarticipation by members in club trips shows a slicht decease against
that of the preceding year. The reason for this is not apparent and
it can only be presumed that matrimony seasonal work and weather
conditions have taken a greater toll than is usual. Although

several trips were altered to suit various reasons, it was only

necessary to cancel two fixtures due to impossible conditions.

: During the Laster period a trip to "aikaremoana was held
and Labour weekend. saw members at Mangatepoto Hut, hatlonal Park.
The support which these fixtures gained shows a keuDeSa by metbers
to break new ground and initiative on the part of the leader.

Transport: It is now eighteen months since the club purchased a
truck of 1ts own and very full use has been made of it during this
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period. A recent coat of paint has greatly enhanced its appearance
and apart from two breakdowns we have had useful service from it
during the past year.

Fixtures: Providing trips which will suit all tastes and personal
arrangements is a considerable ta k .and the Fixture

Committee 1s to be commended on the fixtures for the past year.

Plecase remember, suggestions by members for future trips will be

welcomed. Private trips have been numerous including such areas

as the Hermitage, Routeburn, Ahimanawas, Fiordland, Xawekas, Barrier

'_l 31land, Ruapehu and ngmont; besides many unr eoorded weekend and day

trips in the local rangea‘

siemorial Cairn: Probably the most important trip of the year, this

serves to bring back to some memories of the men whose
names are inscribed and remind others. of the debt we owe to early
members of the club. Last year some 24 persons attended a simgle
but effective service held at the cairn and members are reminded of
the coming Cairn Trip which is fixed for November 13-14th.

Search & Kescue: Keeping search lists up to date is a trying job

and members are again asked to notify the Fresident or Club
Captain of any change in address. ie have had a fortunate year in.
that no search parties were called upon, but we cannot afford to relx
and 1t is intended to hold a trial search in the very near future.

eneral: It seems that I have stepped inte this job Just in time to
write a report. =~ However, I thank my predecessor «.L. oon

for the able way in whlch he carried nut the most difficult period

of the past year. My hope is that I have handled the position as

efficiently as he.

That the club is short of fit, experienced members is
apparent, but the best method of overcoming this handicap is not so
clear. e must, of necessity, take a long term view and with a
changing membership such as we have this may be a difficult job.
ilembers can be guideéed to a certain extent by lectures and talks but
this savours of forced 1earninc tends to deter rather than interest

people.,

- The real leaders of the future are those who show initative
and keeness, the types who will find out or ask about that which they
are ignurant, plan and execute trips of their own and generally
eculp themeelves for this important role. Kemember, #e have a two-
fold purpose, that of gaining maximum personal enyoyment from the
hills and secondly, passing on this enjoyment to others, thereby
assuring that efforts made by those who have preceded us are not
wasted.

. It is with these thought in mind that 1 wish all members
full and pleasant tramping for the future.
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S0CIAL COMMITILE
X_PORT:

This year those who have attended club mestings rogularly
have been rewarded with excellent film trips to both N. and .. of
the country, from Little Barprier Island to the precipitous helghts
of Fiordland and various stops between. Colour photography has
been well represented and much enjoyed, and [ would suggest that if
more members came to the meetings, fewer would regret having miscsed
these excellent films and slides.

*
The Social Committee are always grateful for useful and
original suggzestions for programmes at club mcbtlnv e would lixe .

to thank wiss Lowe for letting us hear George's most 1nterest and
entertaining letters, and aiso our speakers and technicians for
thelr «11ling help.

JeUdorURAY s e take this opportunity of thanking all four thL)tb,

- the duplicators, the staplers and the wrappers-uy of
‘rohokura’., Our last number contained an article on local history
that readers found very interesting. s are hoping to make this
feature of future bulletins.

PUBLICLIY: The practice of advertising meetings of special intersczst
has been continued, and short »ccounta of the princi.a
trips have been sent intn both local papers.” These have been wel
presented and we are 1indebted to the press for their continued
interes$% in the club's activities.

J}-_.J 4’

?

‘he notice board in Jack Charters' has been on display,

- giving 'phone numbers of club officials and current fixtures. Phone

numbers have also been filed with the information section of gresater
Zastings. : :

LiBRAKY During. the year two new books were ;onated to the cluug one
being George Lowe's generous and prized gift of "ihe Ascent of .veres!

autographed by all members of the team.

There are nowi11 booka 1isted, but not many members use
the library. One 13 readers took .out 23 books, and recelpts totalls
5/9 It has been suggested that we raise tu, fee to 6 per boos;
this will have to be debated, ‘

UL % TRACK

XL ORT: A good Job was done in rep1401nc the decayed yllds and .
floor plate in Kaweiks Hut, some discing has been*done at Triglex
Creek, and the bunks at Kiw1 Hut have been répaired. Some

paining and repairs are due at WValmaka Hut, and track clearing here
and there. . To=

J— i



TRUCK COMMITTLR
REPORT:
RLrOn

Lxcept for one or two minor breakdowns the club truck h&s
behaved very well during the year. The most expensive items of
maintenance was the purchase of two new tyres and tubes, costing
approximately £40. : .. .

v 3ince the last annual meeting the truck has travellied
approximately 1500 miles. Te would like to thank thoses members
of the e¢lub who have driven the truck for us 5o carefully and
conscientiously; not a very easy job after a hard week-end's
tramping. Thanks: are also due to Wwally Romanes for the usz of his
~canopy which has added to the comfort of members on trips.

suite recently the truck has been painted, thanks to a
few stalwarts, and it is now a ‘Model Job*.

AR CUSTODIAN'S
EPORT:

The gear has been gradually assembled during the year
“ith the exception of gear in huts and items missing before last
annual meeting - the sleeping-bag cover, week~-end pack and tent
fly. These were in good eondition and I believe marked with the
club's initials, s0 I am loth to write them off entirely. and still
hope that someone spring-cleaning an outshed will come acrosss them
and return them to the elub. In that hope I give them first
publicity. '

I have to report 3 further small losses, 1 small bag for
one of the new tents marked "H.T.C.8", and two large billy 1lids
sizes 10 & 9. These have been in part compensated for in the
appearance of another size 6 billy. Utherwise members have
co-operated well in returning gear in clean and dry condition
after use.

A small nmatebook is now kept for all gear out on trips
and en loan. This sheuld keep better trace of each item and give
some idea of the use and wear of individual items.

VETERIORATION & RENGHALS :

Tents: The two oldest tents, 6' x 8", are now very frail and of
not much use. This leaves the club with only one 6'x8&'
and four 5' x 7' tents and one further fly 7'6" x 10'. The oldest
tent and one 5' x 7' were torn in a gale on the tree planting
working party at Moorecocks and some other guys were frayed. The
old one has been very roughly patched and the 5' x 7' has been
professionally patched and waterproofed, and the guys of several
tents have been renewed with slightly heavier shark line. I may
say in passing that the damage was caused in a camp pitched 1n
shelter from a2 heavy wind which changed to a gale in the other
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direction during the night. The guys had been fastened to rocks

#hich worked in the wind.

Ice Axes: S1lings have been acquired for:the ice-axes.

Slashers: These are in varied states of wear, and 2 handles split
on the last working party and are on the list for repair.

@

‘"ﬁooigz Heel and toe plates have been removed from one of the

pairs of women's boots and nails renewed.

Billies: ‘e have 2 billies *of 10-quart and one 9-cuart sizes, and

only one size 10 1id for them. 1f anyone can groduce
lids of these sizes 1t may save us all from smoked tea one of these
days. 'he smaller billlies are all in pretty good condition.

First Aid: Pat Bolt has our thanks for renewing first aid xits for
leaders and truck.

Hut Gear: The camp ovens were in good order in Kaweka and Li.i Huts

when last visited. The large frying pans were snowing
Signs of rust, owlng to too good a cleaning apparently, and -cre
given a rub over with dripping. The large shovel and one hasmer
were brought down from the Kaweka Hut and I propose bringing .own
the saw as 1t is likely to get rusted there and may be wantecd
elsewhere on 1ts next sommission. On our last visit to the rut
the small spade was not behind the door and could not be loczted,
here is only ene kerosene tin that does not leak, but there re a
couple of medium-sized blllies which are still servicabls., Jhe
spring-cleaning of the cupboard on 6-7th February has now heen
entirely un@one by the rats, the shelves had to be taken out and
scrubbed. All the labels had been eaten off the tinned foods and
the tins were getting badly rusted. The triangular handage had
been pulled out of the first aid tin and chewed.,

1 have not been to the Taikamaka Hut since my appointment
as gear custodian (in fact when I offered-to take over the job [ Zid
not visualise the complication of hut gear). I hear that there is
not muzh club property in the hut. = I shall be very grateful if
leaders will check over hut gear from time to time and report, as it
is pretty difficult to keep check all through the year. This
request applies to private parties also.

USE OF GiAR:

The gear has been in good demand during the year both by
Club parties and individuals. Ice Axes in particular have been
in constant demand.
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Fees for the hire of gear have brought in:-

Packs 9. O
Tents & Fiy 1. 2. 6
Ice Axes 18. O
Boots 3¢ O

£2.12. 6

In conclusion I would like to thank leaders and members
for making my work easier by punctual return of gear, and by seeing
that tents and billies are properly dried out after the triv so
that they, have not been brought to the next club meeting in a -
mouldy and rusty condition.

APFRECIATION: Once again we wish to thank all those kindly
property-owners who have allowed us to pass tc and
fro over their land on our various expedition.

LLBECTION OF OfRICHAS:
Officers for the coming year were clected as folloas:-
Fatron: ' Dr. D.A. Bathgate.

. President: Mr. NeL. Elder.

Vice-fresidents:iirs. J. Lloyd, iessrs. #.G.,Lowe 1ind
R. «#woOn.

Club Captain: Mr. @, ROmanesSs. .

Secretary: liss U.#. Greenwood.
Treasurer: Miss H.C. Hill.
Auditor: . .Mr. A,I., Dixon.

Lxecutive Committee: liiss P. Bolt, ifessrs. A, Berry,
D.  Conway, D. Reid, I. Stirling, K.Thomas and P. .o0od.

Social Committee: Misses P, Bolt and P. "Tllliams
liessrs. P, Baynes, D. Caldwell, D, Conway, and I. Stirling

Life bember:  Mr. E.3. Craven was elected a life-
rember of the Club. .

~==000~~=
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SUB- COMMImTLTQ

At the first meetlng of the new coamltt e the following
sub-committees and officers were appointed:- . A

Fixture Committee: Wally Romanes, Helen.Hill and Alan Berry.

Hut and Track " Jerek Conway, Ken Thomas and Feter ood.

search Committee: dorm Llder, Ursular Greenwood & Wally Romanes.

Lfruck Committee: Ian Stirlzng and Helen,Hill;
sditor: Janet Lloyd. .
Librarian: Edna Ansell, .
Publicity: Norman Elder.
Gear Custodian: Kath Elder.
Club_Albnum: A Derek Conway and Ray Thome -
Notlece Board: . ‘Derek Conway.

L

-=~000~~~

NOTES ON THE BACK COUNTRY OF HAWKE'S BAY.

Hawkston Station - first owned by a Mr, Hallett - extended from the site -
of the present. homestead right up and over the Keweka Range and up the Mohaka
River to above the Makino River, This station used to graze, among its other
floecks, 700U Merino wethers overthe top of the Kawekas. These sheep werse
mustered off in the winterand wreput back for the summer grazing, The usval’
thing w=s to start moving them up in October from the Homestead Block,on the |
first day as far as Puketitiri. On the second day they were pushed up as far

zs the Iron Whare on the Makahu, and on the third and subsequent days right o
along the range as f=r as the Kiwl Saddle where there was a hut for the ohb?hcrdu
on the edge of the bush.

It is interesting to note that some oi the bth native grasses for
pasturing these sheep grew in the Studholme S5addle. To those of us who know
the present condition of that saddle with its shingle slides and eroded slopes,
it is hard to visualise it =as it was then. Over-grazing, burning and r-bbits
soon ruined the whole of the Kaweka Range. In the early days not only kiwis
but wekas also were quite plentiful in 211 this back country.

The northern slopes of the Kawekas were also grazed up the Mohaka. There
was a "frame" hut erected at the Mangatutu River for the use of the shepherds,
and the "old timers" still call that stream the Prame Creek or simply, Thv Frame.
The sheep were grazed up to and beyond the Makino Stream.
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Later on, a graded track was put in to the Hot Springs. This track first
went from Puketitiri over Ferny Ridpe and continued =zs a 12-foot track to the
"Frame" or Mangatutu. From there qn' it was-‘céntinued as a 6-foot track right in
to the Springs. It was hoped to have a Government Sanatorium erected at the
Springs, and this track was to be the forerunner of a road for vehicular traffic.
This idea still persisted up to 25 years ago - since when it has faded out. But
the old graded track is still there except where slips and washouts have obliteratcdit.

Mangawhare Station must have besn one of the biggest of the old time stations
%S 1ts boundary extended to Hawkston boundary and later on right up on to the Kawekas /
wne.i the boundary fence ran right up and over the top of the range. In +hfse davs
nalg wwnare included Waiwhare ‘and extended right over into the lMcIntosh countrv and
up and beyond the Studholme and niwi Saddles.

It is interesting to know that the Blowhards were then covered with feru
and- Tussock only and were lopked on as good open sheep country, as was also the,
.'cIntosh and indeed all the "foothill" country in the Tutaekuri Basin. It was the

sars old story of mismanagement and musunderstandings, with over-grazing and
repeated burnings plus rabbits putting an end to tens of thousands of acres of
pastoral land.

The rabbits soon proved a deadly pest to the back country, and huts wers
crected along the ranges from which poison gangs could operate with poisoned o
pollzrd, ete. A hut was put up by the Rabbit Board at the btudholme Saddle, one
1t the Kiwl Saddle and one on the Melntosh. These were all malthoid huts.  Castle
Rock Hut was erected on Castle Rock Flat, threequarters of a mile from the Kuripa-
pango Lakes aand out towards the Tutaekuri. From here a good kcrse track ran :
down into and across the Tutaekuri River and so on to the Melntosh Hut and then
out to Puketitiri. This was a horse track quite frequently used by the rabbiters.

The rabbits were in their thousands even up on the tops and right into the
edre of the bush. Horses were taken up to the Kiwi Saddle Hut by "The Lakes Spur’,
what we call the "Govermment Spur”.  But as a rule the rabbiters who occupied this
aut carried their blankets and provisions and their poison etc. on their own backs.
Mev used to walk down to the Kuripapango Store to replenish their supplies of flour,

agar ste. - a 50 1lb. bag of flour, a bag of sugor and evervthlng else thev required
lag to be swagged in. I was told they could go down from the I ut to-the Lo*el in
15 hours, but they took a lot’ longer on the return wournev. :

On one oceasion the gang were snowbound in the Kiwi Saddle hut for a whole
week and ren out of tucker. They got out of the hut by climbing up the chimnev.
Oz that occasion it took them 8 hours to get down to the Kuripapango Hotel. e
car assume that a good time was. ‘had by all when thev hlt that delectable spot.

In this attempted control of the rabbit pest, the Main Divide was patrolled
from WNoodville to Waiouru. Some of the huts or hut sites are still known and
used by trampers. _
' D.A. BATHGATE.
~---000-=-- '

EXTRACTS FROM THE MINUTES Oa AN F..C. MEETING HELD ON OCT. 30th, 1954.

Hillary-Lowe Everest Fund:®  The chairman reported that the sub-committee kad

\ recommended that the fund be wound up and the natter
placed in the hands of the Trustees. Receipt books were being ¢called in =nd any
person holding a recelpt book or any moneys should forward them to the Secretarv.
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Nationel Parks: Mr. Syme,'the Federation's Kepresentative on the National Parls
Authority, reported on the meeting. of the Authority held on
the 22nd. September 1954,

It was noted that a 1000-acre reserve, known as the Hapuakorari Maori
Reserve, in the Tararua State Forest, existed in the vicinity of the Oriwa Trig
station, but had never been clearly defined or surveved. The Tararua State
Forest Working Plan was to be amended and in the meantime, no hut, building or
other rights in that vieinity would be granted.

1t was pronosec proc. ! with the Museum and Alpine Garden at Tongariro
National Park in tle v.. nity .. the Chateau. It had been suggested that a uore
suitable site would be higher up the mountain as the vicinitv of the Chateau dic
not lend itself to the cstablishment of an alpine garden. It was however, the
intention of the Board tc prepare a simall experimental plot meantime.

Matters concerning the Mt. Cook National Park which were discussed by the
Aatnority included further protection for bush hawks, a campaign against Caamois
and Thar next scason, the establishment of a motor camp, tree planting, repairs
to certain bridges and the future control of high level Tourist Dept. huts.
Access track from Ball Hut to the Tasman Glacier and flood dangers from Sawyers
Creek was also discussed.

Referring to the Fiordland National Park, Mr. Syme said that after discuss-
ions with the N.Z. Forest Service the Authority had agre 4 to the inclusiown of
124 .000 acres of State Forest land in the Park. The trucks in to the aliau River
from the main highway between Manapouri and Te Ansu were in need of repair =and it
was agreed that this should be carried out.

bafety in the Mouncains Campaigns The big job in hand at present, said Lr.

- Bridge reporting on the progress to dats,
w2 the production of the three safety films. The rock climbing film was
completed but it was found necessary to make some modification to it. It should
be available early in the New Year. The bushcraft film, of some 4,000 feet in
leng®th, was shot in the Tararuas recently and should be readv for showing by April
of next year. The snowecraft film would be produced later in the year with the
assistance of Mr. Bowie at the Hermitage.

521l Hut - increase in tariff rates: A letter from the Tourist and Publicitv
’ . Dept. advises that in future the charges
for the use of Ball Hut would be 30/- per day.

It was considered that from a safety angle the Department should be asked
tc reconsider this matter. v

It was moved that Mr. A.P. Thomson be asked to discuss the matter further
#ith Mr. Mershall, Ceneral Manager Tourist and Publicity Department.

sales Tax, Rucsacsi It was reported that the Comptroller of Customs had been
approached with a view to having sales tax removed from
rucsacs and it had been suggested that the Federation make similar application.
Although sales tax was removed from almost all sports equipment, rucsacs were
omitted because of their classification. C '

It was moved that a letter be sent to the Comptroller of Customs urging
thit rucsacs be reclassified and removed from the list of taxable items.

Netare Protection Couincil of N.Z.: Mr. B.D.A. Greig, the Federation's represent-
_ , ative on the Nature Protection Council,
submitted a report on the proposal by the Council to have formed a trust for the
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reservasion and eare of special natural festures, sueh as waterfalls, rock
formatious, and outstanding patches of bush or coast, comparable with the
proposed natural trust for historic pleces and buildings.  Though the Federa-
tion was directly concerned mainly with National Parks and mountains or back-
country seenic reserves, continued the report, it did have a community of interest
with those secking the creation of a trust for those other special features and
would therefore recommend that the Federation support the proposal for such a
trust, particularly in view of the undoubt=d practical advantage of hav1ng 2
gscparate dedicated Trust Fund which would attract general or specific donations
nad encourage people owni+ any such features to hand them over to the Trust for
reservation and care in r- rryetuity.

It was moved that ti.e Federation support the proposal for such a trust.
--- 00000 =---

CYANIDE 1IN HUTS. The F.l.C. have issued the following warnings

Cyanide, which is often used by trappers, is on occasion found
in huts. In aprearance it is similar to salt, and could also be
mistaken for sugar, although it has the smell of bitter almonds.
Clubs should warn their members to be very cautious in using salt or
sugar which thev may find left in a hut, and if anv doubt exists as
to the contents of any container it should be destroyed immediatelv.

The rapidity of death is the outstanding feature of cvanide
poisoning. Death in some cases appears to be immediate but it is
believed that the average period may be taken as about two to ten
minutes.

" === 00000 ---

CRUSADERS : WNAPIER BOYS' HIGH SCHOOL.

A visit to the Kaweka Hut in preparation for the trial search showed that
two Rapier parties had just previously visited the Kkawekas, the second of which
mede the trig in a day trip. As this is an unusual feat their times will be of
interest. Leaving Napier at 4 am., they took 3 hours to reach the hut from the
road, but in spite of this were at the trig by 12.30, returning for a boil up and

saving for the road at 5.30. Contact hs&s been made with this group, who are
vidently goers. Their Sundays are occupied, but they are anxious to get into
the Rushines for dav trlps, prefersblv on Saturdays. The club should seriously
consider what can bc done in this direction to assist them.

--- 0000GC =---

FOOD - REQUIREMENTS .

Talking of food (?), the. Nanganu1 Tramplng Club have produced. a most
efficient list of food requirements worked out 1n tablespoons per person per day;
whilec the November issue of the "Tararua Tramper" has worked out the caloric
value of food likely tc be taken on a Christmas trip in the Southern Alps. Both
these bulletins may be borrowed from.the Secretary.

-== 00001 ==~
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CLUB TRIPS

Vol 485, ' Kiwl Hut : August 21-22nd

As we approached the top of 4100' on our way to the Kiwil Hut,

‘he good sun shone down upon us, the cloud was riding high, and

all in all an excellant week-end was before us. We paused ator one
-2t the knobs along Kiwi Ridge, and placed our packs upon a large

#ril't of snow tc take in the surrounding countrvside, so different to
wnat one beholds from an office window in the town. Our gaze wander-
6éd over Ngauruhoe erupting well in the west, and finallvy took in the
last snow slope, prior to reaching Kiwl Hut. fWe swung our packs up anAi
were away, thinking of that cup of tea, the first for the dav, 1t
teing then aboui 2 o'clock, There was little appreclation of the
cangers ahead on this snow slope as we c¢limbed, but it was not long
bsfore they made themselves felt very severelvy bv two members of our
partv, You will read about it in the accldent report published in
th.s i1ssue. In due course the patients were treated for shock, had
thel:> wounds bandaged, and were being fortified with strong tea and
sugei, After we put them to bed we Aduly carried out our original
intertion of repairing the bunks with sacks, needles, clouts and
twirr, which we had brought in for the purpose. :

Needless to say, on the return trip out to the road, great care
ras exerclsed when the partv was traversing the scene of the previous
cav's accident, Vanv were the helpful comments and criticisms passed,
nforturately too late for much use, .

o, in party :9, . Leader: Derek Conwav

delen 4111, Edna Ansell, Pster Wood, Lan Phelps, Laurie Kennv,
fal Chvlstlan, Doug Napler, Rav Thomas,

--= 000 ===

Double Accident on S.Kaweka Range.

_21 August,1954

A club partv of 9 were goling to Kiwl Saddle Hut on a hut main-
tenance job, intending to continue round to the head of the Tutaekuri
to the Kaweks Hut on Sundav. Snow was golng after a couple of heavy
falls. Prom Hastings most of Sunday's route was visible and snow was
aiscontinuous, Saturday's route was not visible from Hastlngs but 1s
lower and had been reported on bv a partv on the Inland Patea road
since the last snowfall, S

Equipment was discussed at the club meetlng and lce axes werse
spesifically mentioned. It was agreed with the leader that they
would be unnecessary as snow appeared continuous only above 5,000
to the north., The highest point on Saturday was 4594', on Sundav
Kaiarahi (4915'). The leader had had several vears' experience of
snow conditions not onlv in the local ranges but also on Rwapehu,
Egmont and in Otago, Another of the party had climbed 3 seasons
at the Hermltage.
' Thepe was a-heavy frost on Saturdav morning. A partv at the
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rawsiza Hat eXperienced heavy sleetv rain on Fridavy night precsding
a2 nard frost, but this was not known to th: ciub partv,

e route lOllOwS an o0ld mustereris track along the ridece part- -
tv tarough bust., Yhe final summlt has be=n burnt and grazed anc
"ers She pumlce soii has washed out into awkward 5-€ foot hummocks
w:th scrub on top and clavevw hollows betwe~n, the usual route =2idling
tqrcugh these,

A few drifts of solt snow were met along the Pl@QP oniv the
“ins1 slope was urdsr more or less continucus snow with scrub showing.
This faces i.S.J., and at 2 p.m. was just losing the sun.

”F@ DJPEV weng 1D t slooe i thres groups but, owing to the
aur.ock in signt O the others, Near the top the first eroup
ftzrted to sidlie tc the right, the Csual route onto the ridge., The
.2ading man, a voung farmer weering srmv boots with toe and heel
rla“es, slipped and 31id 200 fest dorn a szow chute, somersaultings
oveir a bluff, After his pack broke.free he was able to stop hivself,
zad though sinaken and consiﬂarcolv rrazed aud cut assisted iIn the
s=arch for hie pack,

The leader who was at the back hezrd the second man shout and
saw the pack fo dowr, Half the par~:sv went down to the fallen man
and the leader %o0ld the remaining t.ir ‘n co on teo the hut, Ore of
theve was the member with most alp?! e expserience, -

hev had not gsen the accildent ’**d@r,anﬂ ware not clear as %o
how 1t hdd haopened but bore furthe— oo the left to avoid the spoft.
In this wav thev came to a similar clav hrvlow filled with hard snom

ARSI S

hd faclng Sen. ‘"he flrst three aﬁy,mb;“d up ontc *the hummocks :
which vere rough going but not dan rounsg; the fourth started to 31d1e,
tried vo turn, slipped ana slid dov: soms 40 ifeet, when she hit =

re.ck end started to roll, coming tc rest in some tussock just before
2 steep rockv-drop. She was.also sonsiderably cut and skinned.

_ There was no further difficultv, once the dangerous state of the
clav weschouts was realized, in gettineg vo the top and down the sunnv
Yace to the hut where first ald was ¢lven and the casuvuallfies uwere
cut nto sleeping bzgs ani treated Tcr shock. Next morning the
leadsr decided against sttempting the round trip and no trouble was
exp~rlenced coming out, the face ggutinﬁ the morning sun,

I discussion on the lesder's cenort hv the committee the

Teliowlng pcints were mnade:-

‘1) I-se axes should have been taker ever 1f onlvy to glve new

embere an opportunitvy to learn to 1qa tiem.

(2) Tnexpe-lence of snow conditlonr. Although prettv wsll all the

warty had been on snow before, the sudden change in snow conditions

1* such a low-altitude was completely uncxpected. A verv simllar
sidsnt occurred in 1947, also in the Kawekas, at 3500 feet, The

ﬂang@rs of snow should be emphasized in falks at cluo meetings.

(3) control cof parties, particularly on *criliar routes is difficult.

- In tnis case & young, fit and comp: rati~2ly inexper ienced lad was :

in the lead at the time of the accident, The practice c”. having .

experlenced persons at fromt and rear shculd be more. gererally.

. Dbserved., - :

(4) Equipwent. The danger of heel and toe pla ex should he

smpnasized (though in the case of tk= second accident the girl
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was wearing new clinkered boots), It is difficult to expect a
countrv member who only gets out occasionally to be fullv equipped.
(5) The second accident happened through NOT following the footsteps
oi a more experienced leader, and trving to go what looked an easler
wavy, Agaln this points to the necessltv of an experienced leader
in difflcult places and the following of that leader by the rest of’
the rartvy,

(8) Further action., It was agreed that a copv of this report be
sent to the accldents sub-committee of the F.¥M.C. and a summary
published 1n the c¢lu: .1lle*in, Also that short talks on matters
affecting the saiaty 13 we' l-being of parties be given regularlv at
31ub meetings. '

I'iere was however general agreement that correct practices can onlv
Oe learnt on trips, Leaders should not take 1t for granted that
new tomers will automaticallv learn to do things the right wav, but
ce prepared to advise and instruct where thls can be done,

== 000 ===

No, 486, Three Johns Sept. &°h

As there was much to be done, we made an earlv start, arriving
7t McCulloch's at about 8 o'clock. Just by way of a change, w3
Jscided to approach Three Johns bv the ridge ratner than the usual
river course, and 8.30 saw us off up the formed track opposite the
mill, A steadv but pleasant climb, through bush in the earlv
stages, and tussock higher up, found us atop Three Johns at abont
12 noon. Far below we could make out the truck canopy as a tinv
red speck on the riverbed., The howling wind, bitterlv cold,
banished anvone's thoughts of lingering, so we merelv took a qulck
look around and then headed down the other silde,

From the saddle, four went down to Waikamaka to make sure thah
there still is a roof there to paint, while the remsinder dropred
down into the Walpawa for a boll-up. A sign of thelr passing was
saveral massive snowballs, six or elght feet high, which we came
across on our wav out from the hut, The river itself had been
recently scoured out bv a real old man flood, evidenced bv the
de»ris and rocks, perched high in the trees along the banks. 4
rapid descent was made, alded by heavy snow below the Walpawa
Ssd4dle in place of the usual leatherwood, and we were awav bv 5.30.

Yo. in party: 10 . Teader Alan Berrv

%dna Ansell, Pat Bolt, John Mitchel, Robin Fargher, Jack Landman,
Doug Napler, Philip Bavens, Peter Wood, Norm Elder, Alan Berrv.

--=- 000 =-=-

No, 487. Makororo _Bushcraft . Sept. 18-19th,

The partv that turned out to be initlated in the ways of the
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vools was dlsappointinglvy small, eonsiderine the value that oan
atuacl to a sourd knowledge of elcrentarv busheraft. TFor those
Shat di1d however, the weekend turned our to be vervy enjovable
well as educational, ;
The ridge overiooking the river provided an excellert view-

roint for a course in the transplantine cf scensry on to the manp,
altiaough the rain range was partlv hidden v cloud. The rewsinder

of the morning was spent In masterine the art of pitchine a tant

trat will not blON down With recollections of varisus trips In

Lnd, ws all took note, and found that 1t 1s merelv a matter of fin--
ng trees blg enough to hold the tent up, and logs heavwv enoug” to
we'gh 1t down. ,

Some time, sone consideraole time, was devoted Lo a demonatration
ca now to light a fire of green beech in "someorie else's nHlate®,
Norn's effort with a stump of candle i1llustrated another standard
rethod. The calories per minute being. given off kv *hé two fires
vere about the same at the tlme thev were corbined to serve a rorve
zpoatising purpose. Later Iin the ofternnon, %allv instructed us
on the right and wrong wavs of crossing rvivers. TIhe Valororo was
ur o bit, snd literallv added extra force to Wallw's advice.
“Much of Sundsv was spvent on the Pohatuhaha Ridge., A otl’ leal-

Ing up rrom the river just above Cclensc's providad rood open colnrs
rignt to the crest of the ridge. Tho weether was npmsailtvw thigx; g0
after o gulck snack, we headed off 4owa tne ridee, strikiue the
river a short wav above our camp. After ctue usual, we rade our
leisurcly @4y out to the woolshed, and itere home In rood tire.

as

¥o. in partv: 9. Leader: W.Romanes

%L ., Romanes, Alan Rerrv,Petsar %ood,Norm & ¥atn Elder, Tdna fnsell,
John ¥itchel, Dick Caldwell, Laurie Cantwell,

-==- 000 =-=--

No. 488 ’ Discing Goverrrent Sour Cet. Svd

A large partw lefL Holt's at €.15 a. . and progesded to Mill
-arm in the truck and Rex Chaplin's car, 2 had 2 look 2t a log-
¢ ing road which went off down over the koorcock Stream eni up to
sne top of the ridge dlrectlv across the tukiTikl from Government
Zpur. However .ve could not cross *he ¥oorcoeck so .returrsd to tue
foprm and proceeded up tihe Tuki Tuki the normal wav., 1t wesg 10.50
' the time we gzot to the foot of Government Spur so we bolled up
.and had lunch before startine the discing. We were alreadv run-
rning late and were further slowed up bv a patch of second ecrowsh
~-2n the ridge so that bv 2,30 we had to turn back withous finishine
“the job. Howasver the track as far as ve went 1s well Ataced, back-
- dis oed and cleared. ' :

No. in'Paruv: 5 Taader+ Rex Tvans

Morm Tlder, Rex Evans, Rex Chaplin. Taurie Kennv, “ew ”hswas, Tomr
Ocsterdvk, Jack Landman, Dr,Bathests,Doug Reld, Su sanne Yeufeld,
Edns Ansell, Pat %1lllams, Pat Bol%, Kath Jlder, V1ss Garnett.

--= 000 ==~
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NG, 459, - TRIAL-SEARCH Oct, 16-17th

Imagline a capital E about 'a mile long made of rock and rubble.
fnat 1s the general shape of the Cook's Horn Basin., It is rough
enough to be interesting - the n~e' in the upper angle is close on
4,700 feet - and at the same tine small enough - say 500 acres -
50 be covered pretty thoroughly en one trip. Also there is the
Kaweka Hut prettv well exactly in the middle, for a base, The
Heretaunga Tramping Club wanted to run a small practice search -
the Cook's Horn Basin seemed just rlght for 1t.

Searches- and trial searches are in the bones of this club. An
ursuccessful search in 1935 led to its foundation, and it mav be
2alled a foundation member of the present S.A.R. organization, At
least in 1948, jucst about when the war-time S,A,R. -Sea Air Rescue -
was extending to land operations and changing its name to "Search
ana Rescue', parties from this club demonstrated the part that small
ground parties could play when the weathér held the rest of a big
-8earch up. :

But we haven't held a trlal search for some time, ‘and when we
became involved in the official Safety 12 the Vountains campaign,
we 'elt that safety, like charitv, began at home. The idea of
lecturing adventurous beginners on safetv first went rather against
Lhe grain, and it seemed far better to give our own enthusiasts a
run in a controlled operation where thev would do most of thelr
learning for themselves - and there is always plenty to learn.

Searching 1s not just one big game of hide and seek as vou
mlght think. It is more like a battle of wits, The missing partv
is thinking hard how to get out, the searchers are thinking hard
now to find them, and the pattern of the countrv forces both into
making the same kind of moves, A searci is essentiallvy thinking
out the probable moves of a partv in trouble and making counter-moves,
To carry these out you must have competent searchers, and there are
never enough of these, Those who use the ranges are like those who
use the sea - 1n times of trouble there 1s the same instinctive
cense of brotherhood and for much the same reasons, If there's
217 mishap in country that yvou know vou feel rersonally involved
and unhappq, until vou are doing something about 1t. It doesn't
ratter. whe's in trouble or what foollishness got him into 1t. That
can bDe argued about afterwards. ¥Your job is to-get him out of it.

It 1t 1s a matter of 1life and death there is never a lack of
vo]wntears, the trouble is alwavs to pick the competent volunteers.
This 1s where organized groups play a part, in Hawke's Rav the -
Heretaunga Tramping Club, the Tamaki Tramping Club, the Deerstalkers’
Association, and the Radlo Emergencv Corps., . Thev: know what their
people can do. For the job must be done svstematicallv. -You mav
cover a lot of country but if vou can't explain where vou've ‘been
vou might just as well have staved at home. The onlvy safe thing
to do. then is %o send out another partv to go up the spur vou mPre
suprosed to have gone up as vou "might have gone up the next one"
That is how sesrches can break down, leaving gaps that are only
closed when it is too late.
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A search in 'the ranges Isn't like lcoking for a needle in a
haystack., Flrst you look for clues on the abvious routes which
w1ll narrow the search down to a limited area, Here vou cover the
less 1ikely routes that a lost party might take, finallv vou miecht
nake a sweep of a particular gully. : :

_ A1l this cannot be done in a week-end, but we went through the
“elements of .1t., This was a 'club search', We do not expect our
members to get lost, and usually we act on a request from the police
to> look for others, but for the purposss of this exercise two of
our people went in : v ahead, to be reported overdue.

The following mornir sear-': and radio teams went into the hut in
the middle of the basin and were in radio contact with their btase
in Napier about noon. The basin was divided into sectors and the
main ridges and streams traversed for clues, As I have said ihe
basin is in the form of the letter E, and meantime a light-weirnt
rzdio was being installed above the bushline on the central bar of
- the B from which there was a view of almost the whole basin,
Shortly after two o'clock a recently used fireplace was found. This
was strictly 1In order, but the search nearlv came to an untimel~w
end when the searchers, leaving their beat and making a beeline.
back to the radio to report, came across an unocgupied tent., Tails
was not according to schedule but the search controller shrewdly
decided to assume that the missing partv had met with an scciient
swav from thelr base camp and complete the reconnaissance befcre
switching his parties to the intensive search which the evidencs
salled for, Towards sunset a sealed envelope left at the search
basz In Havelock was opened, giving a message as from an aeroplene
sighting smoke on a map reference which pin-pointed the tent.

- 3Jundav's operatioan was obvious., A concentrated sweep from the
fireplace. to the tent soon came upon the missing partvy enjoving =2
late breaskfast in a sunny corner., )

Their first action after welcoming thsir rescuers and putting
the billv on again was to present a couple of envelopes containing
formidable lists of injuries. A runner was sent out and shortly
ofterwards the advanced radio party arrived and set up shop on the
spete : '

" While a stretcher was being constructed, splints cut and a
supoort partv guided in by smoke to assist with the carrving, eanh
party heard the other's story with a good deal of hilaritv,

The missing partv hed had their problems. After pitching
their tent on the Friday the skv looked so black that thev preferred
to. stav the night in the hut., Just as well, for there was an un-
sxpacted fall of snéw in the evening, but the position was not so
gocd in the morning. #ith a couple of inches of fresh snow smogth
on the ground and everv twig loaded, how were thev.to get awav fror
the hut and resch their hide-out when everv footmark was glaringlvy ]
alear? The snow might just have melted bwv the tlme the §earoh part;es
came in, but it was touch and go and thev couldn't risk it.

: AfEer some complicated moves a series of false tralils were
laid awav from the hut, the packs, which had been thrown into the
bush, retrleved and taken into a pleasant corner on the far creek
for a late breakfast.: Leaving the fireplace as a clue, thev then
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worked thelr wav back to the hlde-out to find the tent well snowed
in, sc leaving 1t to thaw out took their packs over to a patch of
suniight., For some hours all was peaceful and the search seamed

G0 be golng according to plan when suddenly volces were heard close
at hand. This was the partv that found the tent, and unforturatelvw
1n the tent was a pair of boots. An intensive search seemed i:min-
ent - so somewhat panic-=stricken the lost party separated to their
accident stations each clutching his little envelope of Iniuries

and noled up till dusk made it safe to return and carrv on with the
rest of the programme.

The searchers had managed to cover the streams and most of the
pain rldges on Saturdav's reconnaissance, Thev found the snow almost
ontirelv gone but picked up some of the tracks made bv the missing
narty., It should be explained that the latter were sllesed to ke
botenists - an important poinht - as botanists have a reputation for
taking urpredictable routes in search of the vegetation which lurks
In odd corners, so that these wandering tracks were entirelv in
keening and aroused no suspiclons. :

Communications are an Important part ef anv search and essential
to a prolonged one, Probablv the most valuable part of the exercise
was the work of the Radlo Emergencvy Corps.  Two lightweight sevs,
bregking down to 9 1lb. compoments, were used in the basin, one at
the hut, the other where it was most wanted. A mains set at Weikonini
Station had a busv time picking up messages to and from the hut and
50 and from Napier, the radio base, A search base 1ip Havelock North
followed the progress of the search and iInformed the pollce. We
learnt a lot from 1it, we got a lot of fun out of it, the weather was
tind, and we covered the elements of a full scale search,

¥o, in party: 12 ' Leader: W,.,Romanes.

Yorm Elder,Kath Elder, Wallvy Romanes, Helen Hill, Edna Ansell, Rav
Thomas, Tom Oosterdvk, Derek Conwav, Doug Napier, Ken Thomas, Joan
¥itenel, Jack Landman, ‘ _
Redio Emergency Corps: Ron Morgan, Maurie Tavlor, Jack King, Vax
Jelahave, Nr & Mrs Gilchrist. :
Pauline Tvers was search base in Havelock North,

--= 000 ==~
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Vo. 490 National Park - Oct. 23-25th,

Tn spite of a 6 o'clock start from Holt's on the Fridav nlght,
bv the time we had picked up sundrv bods and equipment from hither
and von, 1t was 7,15 before we left Napier. The 1dea of going
across in the club truck d1d not meet with much enthuslasm, which
was perhaps just as well with the roads as thev were, so we ended
up bv makine the trip in two cars. One car-load arrived at the
Chateau at about 1 a.m., and were just comfortablv ‘dossed down #hen
up roared the other half of the convov, Apparentlvy thev had
suffered gnawlng pangs of hunger at Taupo, and instinet had guided
them to the nearest grillroom.
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v Scturday dawned beautifully clear., and the trip to Mangatepopo
dut was made in bright sunshine. The fivedav party was sun-batliing
wnen we arrived, but socn bestirred themselves, and we all turned
our eves and feet towards Ngauruhoe. We approached the mountain
from the saddle on the Tongariro side as this face, more or less a
2500"' shingle slide, apreared to offer the best escape route (morbid
thhought). . The ash and fine pumice made thé last 2000!' or-so prattv
12avy geling, but the thought "0'Sulliven could have done it" spurred
us on, If vou want *° ‘tnow what it feels like to stand on the top
cf an active vol ‘~no W ko better go and trv i1t for vourself, as
Lt cennot be verv wel:i described. What we caw ecan be thongh, The
uresent crater 1s shaved like a great bowl, with two vents towards
one side at the bottom. From cne came a terrific blast of super-
Neated steam, while the second supplied all the other odds and =nds
that go to make a successful eruption. The noilse was deafening,
riging and falling with each burst of activitv. In the circumstances
i% did not take long to satisfv the curiositv of most, and we wso
soon making a ranid descent down the wav .we hed come.

Sundav nad two trips cn the menu - Tongariro, or a visit to
the latest lava flow. Eight made for Tonegariro, just as the mists
dere beginning to gather it the Tast. These soon rose, to blot out
211 the scenerv above 5000', and combineli with the cold wind, racde
v a nit miserable on top. After a wee snack, 1 :luding some wuch
syrreclated pineapple from a tin expertlv.mangled by Les with a
<2urp rock, (guess whv), we headed off brck to the hut. The other
nartv's Inspecticn of the lave flow.on Ngauruhoe was so thorough,
‘22t thev had eventiiallv found themselves about 50! from the crater
~ip. However, the mountalin seemed to take rather a dim view of
thelr presence, ar: AdAiscretinn prempted them to let it grumble
itselt 1in peace. -’

The weather baclk at the Chateau pn Sundav night locked pretiv
zloor s, so we ware all pleasantlv surprised when Mondav mornine
suraed out fine and calm. The three dav partv took off up Ruapel,
waile the remainder disported themselves on the lower slopes., The
mists were beginning to gather as we made the crater edge, but 214
not prevent us fromn getting a good view of the crater its~lf,

Stezm rising from the lake practicallvy blotted it out, but it had
obviouslv shrunk a lot cince ou» visit last vear., Hopes of a closer
Look at Tahuéngi were dashed b the sudden arrival of the usual mist,
0 after a short spell, we reluctantlv retraced our steps down the
ountain., ' '

Je straggled back to the Chateav in the earlw afternocn, ard
crammed all our gear once more into the cars, Soon we vere on.the'
tong road home, carrving with us memories of a psrticularlv enfov-
ible weekend at Naticnal Park.

T.ree Dav Party (7): Helen Hill, Edna Ar.3zell, Peter Ericsen, Latrie
Keniy, Dave #illiams, Jack Landman, Alar Berrv, - | |
Five Dav Party (8): Peter Wood, Derel Convav, Kex Evans, lLes Turfrev,
Tal Cnrist.an, Doug Reid. John Witchsl, Farie Valler, (See ©. 24)..
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_No, 49.. Iriplex Creek : 014 Members' Day ~  Oct. 3lst.

The trip had been put on the fixture list without much thought

of the form it was to take - thanks mainly to Les(Mathieson) Lattev
‘ho main age groups were notifled and a verv successful scheme of
tperations roughed out,

On Saturdav afternoon an advance partv left Bastings timed to
m=et a carload Ifrom Wellington, but the latter appear to have spent
a I'ine afternoon tour the back roads and weren't siehted, so
leaving a note on ine + In the approved stvle we plunged 1nto the

‘.derness, Triplex ir a wilderness, the same cloudburst that
v~ecked the other rivers has choked the bed with boulders and fallen
trees, but one grassv flat was i1atact, and here we pitched a superior
TN, ' , '

- Towards nightfall a reconnaissance found the Fellington paviv

- preparing to crash camp bv the car, which Nancv had driven right to

the bush edge, and thev were soon in camp. Vollv caused some con-

sternation by throwing all the carefully laid bedding out of her teni
they certainlv train them tough in Wellington!

In the morning s partv headed upstream to collect screa pvlants
for the Napfer show and locate the new Shut Eve track, but the .trear
was a shambles and thev had to turn at the forks vith neither gbﬁwctu
1 ¢ re-ched, Meanwhile guides had gone out and b.rought the main
covov, under Janet, in, Later the Lattev-Plesse rearguard was
co.lected, The flat was now a seething mass of trampers food and
k'rs - about 40 bods as nearlv as could be tallied. The dav was
1. ¢al, Sixty-8ix still streaked with snow at the head cf the vallev,
r.~inlscent of past exploits and near at hand rimu bush and clemefis
full out, All went merrilv, The childrei ran themselves verw
heopo’ iy with occesional round-ups when thev took to the bush, the
¥iddle Zast branch nattered and ocecasionallv threw Nora into a con-
venient pool, the botanists botted, and all ate their wav 'steadlly
through the food, and slappe? at sandflles, fortunatelv diluted bv
tn» acres of skin exposed to them..

' Nobt the least remesrksble feature was the opulent transport avail-
vvle, which gave a slimhtlv unredl alr to a +rampingr club outing.

1 2. .n partv: 42 ~Leaders Neorm FToor

Jenét & Lin Llovd; Les & Peter Lattev with Miss IattQV, Alison,
Rozemarv, Fathqrvne & Hugh; Helen & Arch Toop with Brenda, David %
Rrzer; Joan and Clem Smith with Brian; Bill & Anne LovelT -Smith with
Tivic; Bernard & Grace Plesse; Les and Marg Holt with Sallv & John;
B uce & June Baird with Christine; Norn & Kath Elder, Hdna Ansell,
Put \1lliams, Rav Thomas, Tom Qosterdvk, Grace Dixon, Jovce Staniav
Nora Finn, ¥ollv ¥olineux, Ezra Bartle, Nancv Tanner, Ron Craig.

--= 000 ===
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No. 492,  Cairn_Trip .~ Nov. 13-14th

Our annuel Calrn trip was at first in danger of being disorgan-
ised when the Saturday was chosen for election dav; however, we
declded that a one o'clock start would cater for the politicallvy
conscious among us, and that we could bear not to hear the result
t1ll the Sundav night, ~ #hen we left Hastings we had some difficulty
in packing 14 people and packs on the truck, but a heavv hailstorm
we passed through at Ctamaurl showed us just how easilv evervone
could get under the cinopy when they reallv tried. .

We reached Kaweka Hut abouvt 7 p.m. to find a verv welcom~ brew
of soup, prepared for is by th: advance partv of threa, It was a
still,warm evening, and we sat up late varning and singing., Fowever
an early start was called for, and we actuallv left ten minutes
before the scheduled time of 7 a.m, Just before we set off Diclk
Caldwell arrived, having left Hastings at % a.m. in order to come
up with us, so we remembered to enguire, "tho got in, anvwav?"

"e followed a new route to the tops, going straicht up the
creek to the Cook's Horn Fork, then following a deer track throveh
the bush to open scree and tussock on the tops. From there a
steadv pace took us to the Calrn just at 11 a,.,m, Over Hawke's Rav
we looked down on a great laver of fluffv white cloud, tre edess of
vhich kept drifting up and past us as a discontinuous mist; over to
the west Ruapehu stood up blue and white, and Ngauruhoe steamed
ewev with a great white plume, - During the dav great thunderhsads
wilith cauliflower tops and navv blue bases built up, and threw
Jramatic shadows of blue and purple over the whole landscape.

The Calirn service was simple and impressive, as usual, Perhaps
‘the warm sunshine and.the beautiful view made respect and gratitude
the keener as the youngest member of our partv placed this vear's
big wreath on the stone under the plaque, o

" “e had a leisurely lunch at the spring on the slope below the
Cairn, where a ratch of snow attracted the usual glissaders, At
12,30 we reluctantlv turned for home; reached Kaweka mid-afternoocn,
and were out at the road about 5.30. The .weather was still fine
end warm, and sgain we had a livelv jfournev home, with some cgmpet—
ition between Dutch and English as to who couvld sing the molsiest
and most cheerful songs. Again a trip to be remembered.

No. iﬁ partve: 18 : Leaders Helen Till,

Edna'Ansell, Pat Bolt, Jovece Stanley, Ken Thomas, Susanne Niufald,
Rav Thomas, Tom Oosterdvk, Derek Conwav, Grace Dixon, Norm Elder,
Kath Elder, Philip Bavens, Els Kiss, Treve Nockels, Jan van Panhuvs,
Jim Gibbs, Dick Caldwell, Helen Hill,

-~- 000 ---
NATIONAL PARK TRIP (contd) Eive Dav Party.

T ! 1 & , d spent
The five dav partv left Hastings on ¥ednesdav evenigg an
the night on the lake shore at Taupo., The next morning thev estab~-
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lished a record by belng fed and awav within the hour, Thev reach-
ed the Chateau about 1l a.m, but spent most of that dav in and
~round Vhakapapa Lodge as it was raining, On Fridav thew all
tlimbed Ruapehu. Near the crater thev ran into ¥r Cilchrist and
geveral R.,E.C, people. They went round the side of Paretetaitonea
from which thev cemuld see Egmont., After lunch half of the H.T.C.
end one R.E.C. climbed Tahurangl snd came back over the top of
Faretetaltonga while the other half went up Te Heu Heu,

--- 000 =---

LETTERS FROM OVERSEAS

fron Pam Dyson (to Norm % Kath Tlder).
9:11o Both, .

"I see vou nave not been able to pinpoint our whereabouts. You-
~111 no doubt find marked Lesser Slave Iake., High Prairie is about
30 miles west of the most westerlv part of the lake, We are 17C
miles east of Grande Presirie, s little cver 200 miles north of
Edmonton., Alaska i1s some 1000 odd miles north of here - quite a
little step. Long distances don't mean nearly as much here thrugh
as at home., ILast month - or rather Julv, we covered nearlv 3000
miles, It was a lot to take in all at one go but we'll soon hesve
th cpportunitvy of digesting a large portion of that at, our leisure.
“e're bound for Nanaimo - Vancouver Island, on the 12th of this
month. I think in mv last note I told wvou onlv of our trip down
South - Alberta. The last two weeks of the month we <pent in R,C.
»1e route from here le” west from Grande Prairie then north to
Dawson Creek ¢ where the Asaska highwav begins. From there we cut
dewn into B.C. and made due south gradually weaving our wav through
tine mountains. I had no idea B.C. was so vastlv different to Albertsa
- and as far as that goes, Canada on the whole., The wav took us
eventuallv through the Frazer canvon, Have vou seen 1t? The mount-
zins on elther side are much different to the rockies. Thev lock
and must be of softer material. The people we were travelling w'th
were tvpical prairie folk and were scared stiff of the heishts even

though the roads and views were excellent. When onlv o few miles
from the Border we st ¢k out west again and finallv stopped at
Abbotsford., Dot and stac4 there for four davs and during that

time managed a trip out intuv the heart of the mountains to an arec
cf lakes and hot springs, a covple of faunts down over the border
to ®irch Rav, ‘ashington, and finallv a tour of Vancouver cltv.
Next we hopped across to the Island where we staved wlith some of
"Dot's relations in Nansimo., We¢ fell for the Island at first sicht
and our liking increased the more we saw, The weathervwa= the best
und that does go a long wav in bringing out the beautv of a plece.
Viectoria I think is a lrvelv city. %a were taken to our first game
of La Crosse and were told 1t was. originallv an Indian game, e
also went to our first drive in theatre.. - Thev're much more crniov-
able than the indoor films. Another interesting trip was =a conduc-
ted tour of a timber mill and 1ts bush. The msin obiect 1= the

L]
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same a8 our mills at home but there are =lightlvy Aifferent methods.
Tnev use water -herever thev can for <torare snd transcortatfon
and it was fascinating to watch the men out on the loge poling

them to their correct sections. The nolidav there =nded all toc
soon and we had to set out on the return jiournsv. This sas in

the main exactlv the same route as on the trirv out except for the
canwon., d& went further east snd tren north throush the Qkanscan
valley, It was an absolute picture of ripe frult and grain, :“ince
we'va been back we've manage” several trips cut to Grcuard on Slave
Lske for some verv successful fishing, Pickrel, Perch and Jacks
sre the catch and oddlv enough all .fishing ‘i done with a rod.

An ordinarv line is simplv scorned, I'm sendine with thies a fo. -
pictures taken at verious stases., T'm vervy Adlsappointed uwith the
printing of the snaps I took of the mountsins, Thé necs ars rood
out no care is taken in the printing so I haven't bothered getthng
anv reprints, The ones I picker cut for vou are mainlv for general
intzrest onlv,.....

A week-end in

T TRt . - R e e e L e

w

|

Wi
(Txtract from Fugh Elder's Diarv)

This is intende? to chronicle a #esekend in fales, As a sort
of backeround, mav I mention that the Snowdon srca isg a long wav
from London, which mekes 1t awkward to get to for s weekend as
aither wvou travel on Fridav night and get th=zre verv late or vov
leave on Saturdav morning and spend the dav In travel. T took the
m*ddle course, and waet overnight bv a series of trains and b~
«nat might appear a roundsbout route, ascross the Midlands to Crewe,
(changing trains at Crewe has to be experienced to be believed -
it combines the .orst features of Packak, % Palmerston North stations
but is much larger, and the town is no better than the staticn), on
to Cnester and around the coast to Llandudno, before branching off
inland up the Vale of Conwav to Basttws-v-Coed.

Like manv crazv things the trip started with a Twantiath
Genturv Group hop at the Overseas Leapue +hich I left shortly after
10 to tatch a traln, carrving a 35 1b pack., As I was goline to a
hop I wore sports clothes - as I uas travelline half scross Tngland
T aidn't taks boots - and just Iin case -e struck a fine night and
s chancs to sleep out I carried s tent, priwus and full campling gear,
Boots would have bes . a better bargaln!

It was quite 2 rsasorable trir as train trips go, though‘cramped"
by the lack of lcg room and disturbed bv the usual traln nolses.

‘e left Fuston at 10.45 p.m, and hit Crewe fust over 3 hours later,
about half of it dozing. At Crewe it was necessarv to change” tralns,
the usual procedure of gropins vour wav out onto s ~tation platform
and findine 1life going on as usual in an irpossiblv earlvjmorning
sort ef wav. Bousht half s dozen cheese and tomato sandwlches for
want of better nourlishment (the cheese was grated!) and Sp?nt the
rest of the trip dozing and (. nen awakensd) nibbling sandwiches _
and trving not to spill the chsese - thourh it wasn't really Piib}e.
"¢ stopped for a couple of vears at Chester where o fast boat trainp
for Holvhead sajle? past us and on past the Dee Edtuary and alone
the north coast of wales with the skw beginnine to lighten and views
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of grevy sea and as 1t grew lighter Caravan parks where people go and
herd together for a fortnight awav from 1t all! At last abovt 4,30
wWe reached Llandudno Junction and changed to a local train (for "we"
read ‘me snd mv pack”, which was nearlv mv size) which after a long
veit declded it was far enough behind schedule and left for the
interior of Wales, Bv this stage the sky was flaming orange and
nope of sleep prettv well gone, so I studied the Penguln Gulde and
discovered that thls was the Vale of Conway, and Verv Historie. The
area was one of the Welsh centres of resistance in the time of Righard
the gsomething, and still looks unscathed in spite of roads, raillwavs
snd electric power, ' .

, e chugeged sliowlv up the vallev, stopping at all stations and
arrived at Bettws-v-Cioed dead on time (the Welsh are more realists

in their design of timetables than I had thought). Bv now we were
retting into the hllls and the cloud, and it had started to rain:
gquelly weather,seasing off for a few minutes and then coming down

in a =20lid shower and then repeating the cvcle, It was iust after
5,30 when I arrived at Bettws, and the station porter thought I was
guite mad starting off on the 5 mile walk to Capel Curig, where anv
sane soul would have waited for the bus at 7. So, I suppose, c=ne
would ! : : )
Leaving Bettws-v-Coed onc¢the main west road to Holvhead everv
hcuse bears "Rooms to Let" signs, or "Teas". The national industrv
seems to be to sit with the kettle on the boil in case some vislitinz
tourist comes in for a cuppal And so on, alongside a small tribut-
arv of the Conwavy, running much as an N.Z. stream on a firm rock
bottem in beech forest - or is it beech? Enegiish beech bv the wav
is much broader-leaved than the N,Z, varietv, and in sprine at least
a much llghter green. :

The mile posts gave all the distances to and from, ani all the
distances to Capel Curig were 5 furlongs over the mile, After about
4 miles we came into the hamlet of Tvn-v-Coed which 1s reallv an
~utlier of Capel Curig, its main claim to fame (for me) being the
»ub where we stopped for dinner when I climbed Snowdon with the
Trmkinsons a few months ago. . :

T have not put in all the oohs and ahs about scenerv. ~Th§ land-
scape over here is much finer in detail than the N.Z. countrvside,
and due to.both rolling ground and the national weather 1t 1s seldom
*hat - one sees anv distance,.even from the famous viewpoints, Tnese
wwo factore make for a permanence that we do not seem to have In
the lived-in landscape in N,Z., veried onlvy bv the season which
produces very marked changes, :

Ine "oultivated" look about everv sguare inch - drvstone (slate)
malling, tidv cottages (occasionally) and even the roads, all of anv
iwportance seasled, gives the place the Olde-Worlde picture so raved
about bv visitors from the Yob Countries (I hope we tread on no
corns.) and descrlbed bv millions of worthier pens and pifcture -

postcsards. - , ‘
‘ ~ And so to the Plas Curig Youth Hostel, where a bearded Fut
Wardsn, looking more like a caricature of mvy late Housemaster than
any mortal soul should at 7.10 a.m., on a wet Saturdav - glared a
welcome, explalning that nobodv rose urtil 7,30,

. ¢
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Vona and Ellie, ex C,U.C.,, were in residence having hitech-
hiked up from Oswestry 1n some rid1culouslv short time and (after .
a shave) breakfast arrived with real milk and eggs bought locallwv,

and bv 10 (kicking-out time) all chores were done and Wwe were out
on the not-verv-promising road.

A pause at the, local shop where we were rather handicapped bv
not knowing the Welsh for "strawberrv jam", and ve proceeded along
the road to Lake Ogwen, and soon a laroe articulated truck storred
and picked us up..

- After & months - London I was not used to sheorts, but am in-
forméd thev are cultc the done thing in Wales and have prioritv with
all motorists giv1ng 1ifts - gc hiking 15 reallv svnonvrous with
"hitch"

So we dropped off arain at the foot of the rocks below Trwvfan
(pronounced "trivven") which we proceeded to climb., Ver takes the
tracks or ver takes the rocks accomding to cholee, and there is a
wide varietv of in-bstwesns, #e selected one which combined perfect
safety with a low rate of exertion and sufficient interest to remind
us of the textbook davs on Castle Reck with the C,U.C.T.C, when
‘people clirbed all sorts of silly slopes to see 1f thev could get
ur them, although I climb might be better described as a walk.

And so to the top, where there was a keen wind and cold ani
come dozen other climbers, with more on the rideg~ ahead to the
Glyders, and we rested and scaled the twin summiv rocks. It Is
said vou can jump from one to t'other - not in a crogsswind,thanks@
An entertaining interlude watching climbers (sans rope) descending
cliffs for a blown-away hat. In the process thev found another.

Next we proceeded along the rldge to t“nd a point to drop off.
Cloud lifted a bit for us and we had some view, but it was too
windv to dally or to fish out maps. We kept on moving, I was =&
mug and carried Ellv a few vards,. discovering in the process that
the Shropshire food agrees wilth her...

And so.back to the Youth Hostel, and 1t being Saturdav adiourn-
ment to the local pub and so back to bed end very sound sleep.

T omitted to mention a shop selling locallv-made woollen goods
- mainlv off the looms at LLangollen, but an interesting selection
for all that - verv warm shawls etc.etc. I settled for a twe,_ dulv
passed as fit to wear bv the rest of the rartv,

On Sundav up all too earlvy to the tune of a deafening bell,
and after the morning chores out once more into the climate,apain
windvy, but less threst of rain (which had ceased in the mlddle .0of
S~turdav morning).

. ¢ staggered down to Tvn-v-Coed wlth our packs and left them .
in & friendlv garage whille we went to have a look at Moel Siabod
"promounced “Mole shabbad") which 1s a hill vou can climb in a short
time. Mona had got a Sundav Times and ' our progress was slow, through
larch plantation and up grass beside a small stream which burst

into several waterfalls,

We lunched in the lee of a stone wall bv a lake, and as we
had 1ittle time and the tep was blown, beat 1t downhill past a
flooded slate quarry (disused) to Tvn-v-Coed again,

On the wav down we met a party coming up. "Steve", the Hostel
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Warden, runs a climbing school ©f%about '8 at-a time for a week or so,
teaching the rudiments of navigation, knots and all the rest of it -
I don't think he goes deeply into the technicalities of climbing, but
rather more the flavour of 1ts title "hilleraft®, : '

Next problem was to get home. %ales observes its Sabbath, having
numbers of churches (% of course singing) and no buses or trains
except coach parties "oop for the day" from Lancashire, so it was
necessarv to hitchhike down to "landudno. This was little trouble &
I 4id 1t in two laps. "ona and <llv somewhere behind returning to
Shropshire - dourtle shev na” plenty of offers. '

And so home iv train, a lcag wav. ' ‘

. ~== 000 ===

Letter from Norway. (Veg.Tomkinson)

Over in Norwav for about 2 weeks. WMagnificent scenerv - verv rockv,
mountains blue, blue fjords. %e spent a few davs 1n Jotunheimen,
(r.ome of giants) and tried to climb one 8ooo fter but were beclouded
at 7000 ft and as we had no compass decided to go back'- T'was quite

a preclpitous scramble and we used the rope a bit and finallv got back
to our hotel about 10 p.m! We're staving almost 'en famille' in &
tinv wee pensioniat miles from anywhere but nearest Andslsues. Psople
v, friendly, but a lot speak no English!

--- 000 =---

PRIVATE T1RIPS.

' Wulkamaka Hut. 26-27th October

Just after Labour Dav we went in to collect the high country
plants for the Napler NMuseum displav. On the wav in we marked down
su’tedle stuff and surnrised ourselves bv reaching the hut in 3% hrs!
travelling time., Tracks of a large partv carrving ice axes turned
out to be those of an ¥,T.C, Labour Dav partv 20 strong. <Snow on
3undav appeared to have cramped their programme, so thev had cut &an
enormous stack of firewood. There are now 912 names in the log
cook - a feature being the number of outside clubs visiting 1it,
~hecked upr on jobs for the November working parties and 414 some
rakeshift repairs, ,

Tt 1s pleassant to be able to record that using split green
tnber the fira went perfectlvy and there was no smoke problem.

. We started collecting on. the wav mut - the lalkamaka 1s complete-
lv uraffected by flood damage - dumping eur packs in the saddle

and climbing 67 for a good haul of scree and tussock plants, We

wers in mlist right up to the top, where it broke gilving a magnific-
ens view of 66, still streaked with deep drifts of snow. Some very
surprised deer bolted across a snow drift after which we had the

place to eourselves, ' L

In spite of the Tongue and Meat peg 67 1s still in position.
The dav improved and we collected and sunbathed till hurger drove
us back to our packs for a beoll up. ‘

The return -was hard slogging witk heavv loads of plants and
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some local visiting preparing the ground for the Triplex trip sot
u= home late in the evening, ' ‘
4 Yorm & Kath Flder,

--= 000 =---

There have been various other private trips. One partv finished
discing Governmert Spur. Inecidentally; a partv of Kiwis led bv

Norm also disced Rosvall'si There was a trip to Pakatutu and anoth-
er up Colenso's Spur » nnd bv Maropea and down Gold Creek. - Also a
partv-of 2 got bushec '~r g 217e at the bottom of the shingle slide
soming out from Kiwi, (Hut % Track Committee please note))

-~~~ 000 =-=--

S0CIAL _ NEWS

darriage :+ - Valerie Dolg to Peter Smith.

Engagement: Stan Woon to Kathleen Smith,

Angus Russell has had quite a spell in hospital but is now well on
the wav to recovery,

“en Tuomas Is back from Ardmore.

i3tters from Pam Dvson (Canada), Hugh Elder (England) and Meg Tomkin-
zcn (Norway) are printed elsewhere in this Hulletin.

tuckingham Palace crops up again in our nevws. George msnages to
alternate visits there verv nicelv wlth trins to the tops of the
Himalava, This time he went to receive thr C.E.E,

~ur congratulations to Norm Elder on the award of the Loder Cup in
recognition to his services to New Zealand 3otany.

--- 000 =~--

CLUB EVENINGS.,

e have had various film evenings., At the meeting prior to the
0ld members' trip Arch Toop showed us movie films of club trips taken
aviav back in the davs before the war.

At a recent evening Grace Dixon produced coloured slides of Fiii,
‘'onga, Samoa and various party of New Zealand. ;

In between Norm gave a short talk on the duties of a pariv to
the leader and "allv discoursed on food. , _

A partv of about 12 celebrated Guv Fawkes on the beach at Tast
Cliv:. “hen the main bonfire burned down thev collected more piles
of dAriftwood and 1it a series of fires for about 100 vards alongqthe
beach. It was most spectacular. Then thev cooked their supper 'n
the embers of the first.



OBITUARY: Lan Phelps.

The death of Lan Phelps, Edna Ansell's nephew, in a motor-cveling aceident,
was & shock to those who had known him and tramped with him. While he was
ilving up at Kereru he couldn't get out on trips much, and even when he got a
jo. in Napier we didn't sece much more of him as he seemed to be spending rnost of

hls week-ends working on the farm.

He 'was a goer, living every minute of his time and obviously delighting
in 1t. .

As a tramper he had a good eye for country and was ode of the people we
were looking to for the futurs. One'!s first impression was of a merry lad,
light on his feet and tireless over rough going, but there was more to him thad
that. I realized it when I was running him home after his crash in the Kawekas.
It had shaken him quite a bit, but the whole trip he was utterly absorbed in ;
examining aerial photographs of the ¥iskararas and never said a word. He head o
what 1t takes to make a tramper and that means something. “

N.L.4.

--= 000 ===

PRESENTATION TO LIBRARY:

- Qur thanks to Betty Lowe who has presented the Club with a copy of
"Mountain World". This contains accounts of exploration and mountain climbing
in various countries, including Greenland and South America. 0f particular
interest to us is the full account of the Swiss attempt on Everest.
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HIRE OF CLUB GEAR:

At the last committee meeting it was decided to douwvle all charges except
for tvents. Also, if any club gear is damaged or lost while it is hired out, the
person concerned "Shall be liable for the whole or part of the cost of repair or
replacement at the discretion of thc committee"

There has been an addition to club gear in the form of a‘parka presented by
#ian Berry. A pair of (old) boots size 9, has been bought.

~~= 000 ===~
NEW ME..BERS ¢
We welcome to the Club Hal Christian, fiaurice Tayler (H.V.T.C.), and
Joan Craigie (absentee).

——— 00O ==

NEWS OF GEORGE:

: George 1is still in England, busy lecturing on the Baruntse Expedition. He
addresses the Royal Geographical Society on Dec. 13th, and is to appear on two T.V.
Programmes. He and Ed are also writing a book oa the same subject.

~~= 000 ~--
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: o ' FIXTURE LisT.

For information regarding trips, ring Hastings 9-270 R.

¥
Date: Trip:s : _ -Leader:
Jan. 23rd. Tuk- ki Rivsr, ' o o Janet Lloyd.
: Riv .ross’ z nstruction. ‘ : .
: Feb. 5th-6th.  Kuripajango: he Lakes. Tom Oosterdyk.
- .
Pcb.  20th. Gardner's Mill: Trig K, Makaroro R. John Mitchel.
s dar, Oth-6th. Matthew's, Golden CroWn, Herrick's Spur. Helen Hill.
4 : , '
‘ Yier.  20th. Black Ridge, Ohuinga (5530'). Rex Evans.
fastsr: Te Atua liahuru, Puketarata, Mokai Patea,
spril 8th-1lth. Waikamaka Hut. : , : Derek Conway.
| april 17th. Blowhard, Boar Hill - Donald R. juncton. Ian‘Stirling.:
| coril JO~May‘lst. Makahu Stream, Dick's Spur, Norm Elder.
] Northern Keweka. '
5 === 000 =---
¥A
E 4
SUBSCRIPTTONS 3

These are now due. Remember that you. s&ave £/- by»payihg up-before'the
¢ snc of December.

--- 000 ---

19585

"he first meeting of 1955 will be held on Jan. 20th, at 7.30 p.M.
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