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Sunday damned somewhat overcast after a brllllant Saturday.,
This, however did not daunt 23 keen trampers from turning
up more or less on time and heading for the headwaters of
the Waipawa River. After a halt for one of two seedy
members. we arrived. at. the Trlplex Creek ford where we

met up with Stan .Woon and two friends.

Leaving the truék at the end of the road, we were in the
river and on our way by 8,30 a,m. after a leisurely trip
up to ‘the walpawa River to the Waipawa Chalet uwe spllt ’
into two partles and made,our way up to the saddle.
Halfway up , HUey started thromlng his weight around and
parkas and overtrou were donned in to the inclement con=
ditions. We mwt up with Dyan Coombes and friend just
below the saddle and passed the time of day for as long
as the blustery weather would allow then tootled on up
and over the saddle.

By this time it was raining heavily but once over the
sadd;e we were out of the wind and it was quite enjoyabjle
boulder hopping down the stream in the rain everybody,
with the ecception of Jackie Smith and five others who

had turned back at the saddle were esconed in the Waikama
ka Hut and munching out by 12,30 p.me. one or two of

the later arrivals were feeling a little cold by the time
they got there but soon warmed up after a brew.
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We started moving out with the slower ones heading the
bunch about 1,30 p.m. before we had reached the saddle

the rain stopped and by the time we arrived at the chalet
again there were patches of blue sky showing which
prompted remarks from a foplish ew to .the effect that

it might be an idea to~ go’ﬁéﬁﬁ“up tp the saddle and have

a look at three johns batcommon” sense prevalled and that™
idea was squashed. RO S WP

We arrluad back at the trick about 4.30 p.m. and from

there "headdd back to Hastlngs. vias the fish &and chip 'shap.

at Waipawa,

c.i’:':---.":.f!s. o i L e 1\i’
Leaders LT el ?h;{f=Ta¢:}- © No. in Party ™23~
Lynette O0'Connor, Karen Lancaster, Randall Goldfinch, sara
Gilkison, Shona.Thimson, Jan Machlela, Michael Henly, Cralg
Ball, Keith Mitcherson, Gerald Blackburn, Peter Berry, Julle
ann McCraken, Lee Barrett, Jackie Smith,:Jason Stent, Casey
Stent, Bill Bainbridge, Stan woon, Steve Klldord, Tony Homard
Chris White,- Geoff, Homes..”ﬂj: ]
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No. 1243 | GE0 17-18 April, 1982
HOWLETTS

s - - . K .. . o .
e ” R S IT N

This trlp was to place a plaque 1n Howlatts Hut in memory
of Pgil Bayens it was very gopd to see Else and her family
present for this memorial service. To see such a largs
gathering of trampers just shows the high redard in which
Phil was held within the Hextaunga Tramping Club., To the
writer it was certalnly a tramp-up- memory lane not just
to Howlets Hut, but in memory of a young lad, the same age-
as myself who at the age of 22 years joined the H,T.C, .
and was immediately acrepted; as one of the boys. wlth fy -
last trip to Howletts BeifAg around 19584-it was with great
excitement and expectatlons I prepared my pack Fpr thls -
tr1p.~~u~'“- , , S

Saturday 17th Aprll 1982 dawned a beautiful, clear days B
Off douwun to Holts For 8.7 a.n. start, and it was the adre= -
that was flowing. While driving Frpm Malpukarau to. Mlll E
Farm and looking right up the spur to Houwletts: it did

not look to be flar wayy -Arriving at . Mill Farm around

8,30 a.m. ‘we-donned packs ang. headed . DFF down to the-
Moorcock Stream. - Moorcock! that bought back some memor;es'
of planting trees and ‘flying tents whlle a581st1ng the
forestry plant some trees -at theheads. waters.

S e g
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After 3% to 4 hours of splashing our way up the Tuki-
Tuki and noticing the big changes in the river-~bed uwe
arrived at Daphne Hut to a most welcome cuppa tea and
sunch. Then over the river with dry feet and what was to
be very long painful climb up Daphne Spur. Some grey-
headed gentleman seemed to be climbing guite well until
the half-way mark. Cramp set in first in one leg and
then in the other. After struggling on for a while,
some very kind, fit trampers relieved him of his pack .
thus enabling hlm to reach his ultimate aim - Houwletts,
Phil had described the hut and the alterations that had
been done .to me just after the grand opening. -Seeing

was believing, what a magnificent hut, the club has made,
my congratulations to all of those who did=the planning
and the slogging it maust have taken to complete,  WOWill!l
I slept on a mattress in Howlettsn I'ts. far more com-
fortable than the old sack bunks.

With 23 bods all -cooking tea at the same time, it uwas

very surprising to see the variety of foods now available
to trampers these days. The old stew used to be good

but waiting 4 hours for it to cook was hard going. After
much scraping i.e. scraping the paint off,; and discussion:i
by Randall and Trevor the spo® for the plaque in memory of
Phil was ready for the tTollowing morning. As usual we were
entertained for some time by the twit nits of the party
with great yarns and La1kSo Trampers will never change
thank God?!li! .

Sunday 18 th, we awaocke tg brilliant sunshine, no. wind

and a light mist. Jenny Christmas and David Harrlngton
arrived during breakfast both looking very fit after th91a
dash from Mill Farmo

With breakfast iver and a clean-up Trevorread several
messages from some of the members unable to make the trip
and several of those present said a few words on houw

Phil had touched their lives in some way or other. Craig
Ball, the. youngest member on the trip, ably assisted by
Debbie Bayens attached the plaque above the stove, After
standing for a minute in memoxy of Phil, the hope was
expressed that the plaque remain forever at Howletts in
his memory. Photograohs followed and the 'very slouw!
party headed off down Daphne, some on very shaky legs.

On the way down tuis sang their songs, wood pidgeons were
in abundance and a stag roared on the opposite ridge.

Arriving at Daphne Hut we had lunch and then headed off
down stream arriving at Mill Farm around 4.30 p.m. After
a very happy and successful trlp we arrlved back in
Hastings around 7.30 p.m,

Stan Woon.

Leader: Trevor Plowman o No in Party: 23

Chris White, Sara Gilkison, Karen Lancaster, Randall
Goldfinchy, Diane and Greg Jenks, Elsy,Debbie,Phillip and
Michael Bayens, Stanlioon, Mfchael Henley,lLuke Holmes,.
Cliff Epplett,Jan Machelsa, 11 Bainbridge,Peter Berry,
Peter McBride, Jenny uhrlstmqiu Pavid Harringtone

Lee Barrett, . '
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Trip No, 1244 : I

wF A Colenso Lakes (v1a Dtukota) o
The trlp should ahue been to Colenso Lakes.‘ Unfbrtu- T
nateldy we made a wrong turnlng on the Farmland and ended-.
up at the wreng road end., It seemed’ to be the carrect
one- a big carpark,:a big"’ elgn and enormous whlte marker
poles headingiout over the farmland - just like Geoff hkad. .
told us.  The.poles must lead to the Colenso. Lakes track
we thought. A-couple of hours later, standing’, an. top i
of the Mokai . Patea nangef in the clag we thought agaln.

"y don't thlnk me are supposed to be up here Randall
AR well, gee Rob,_I thlnk youre rlght :
"Where. are we ‘then. RandallOW;

"Lets Just keep following these blg white poles Rob ‘=
they must lead us somewhere.”
They did. To a big sign which said=====

- ' " STATE FOREST. PARK™

"well that’s a MPRIINKAQN Jot of ng"" :

Some time later the 1ntrep1d ‘team arrived doun at the Ma—

ropea River just below Otukota Hut., But, determined not
to make things easy for otherselves, we proceeded to L
maké: .a minor epic out” df‘geettlng to the hut. "It took us

full 15-20 minutes to: progress 100 metres or so up to
the *terrace on which the hut stood.

The next day we headed.downsfream until reaching a swlng
bridge a short distance above Ironbark Hut, The trip
down the river had been interesting with a‘feuw rather
deepucrossings in the" icy water. The Maropsa is a very
steep river with some good rapids - almost Canoeable at
high water levele. e ¢ : :

From the swlng brldge we left the river and -headed back

up onto Mokai ?° Patea. From the top we could see our
mistake of yesterday. We had been on valley over from

the cor:ect one. Both had streams and almost identical

4 Wheel Drive tracks aglong thems To.get to the correct
roadend you go through the stockyards where there is a
big Forest Serv1ce Sign saying, DON'T GO THROUGH THE: :
STOCKYABRDSY ¥ You disobey this g nlz »if you have recelved'
perm1581on from the property omner. R R -

It was a emgoyable tramp desplte the geographlc embarra—.;

ssment - however it took.us all of 4 hours: to drive to,f’;‘}"

the road end, and rhat’s a. lot or travelllng to not get
to where you wanted ﬁo go., ‘ , \
No in Party:s ‘7

Rob Clark, R “hdall Goldflnch, Perry Hicks, Craig Ball,’
Micheal .Hendlyy: Keith Mitcheson, Cliff Epplett
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No: 1245 fa) PVoharngina - Awatere 30th May,1882.

The trudge up to Pohangina Saddle had'nt got any €.asier since I
last attempted it. It was nice to be on the ¥ps on a pleasant
day all the same. Origimally we had thpughts of reaching
Howletts Hut for lunch-and then returning to Moorcocks Base via
the Tukituki and Midges sidehi}l track., However, on reaching
the deep saddle on the way common sense fortunately prevailed .
and we dropped off the rldge doun a spur which came down to the
- Tuki tuki at Daphne Hut.

From Daphne Hut it took a little over 2 hours to reach
the truck at the base via the sidle track. The track comés
cut on the ridge above Moorcocks Stream and it is a simple
matter to drop down the obvious open spur, cross the stream
and walk a short distance to the forestry base,.

This route into Daphne would seem to be a far more sens~
ible one in winter uwhen the Tukituki can be very cold., It
proved a very interesting - tramp for most of us as we discov~-
ered new routes intoc a frequently visited area. :

Na in Party: g. :
Allan Holden, Philip Holden, Janet Brouwn, Michael Henly, Craig
Ball, Lew Harrison, .Rob Clark, Perry Hicks.

L]

No 1248 (b) Pohangina - Awatere Trip 30th May,1882.

Having arrived safely at Moorcoks Foregtry base road
head on*a lovely, clear, crisp, frosty morning, it was decided
to split into two groupP to allow the .eight more hardy souls
more time to do their thing. My bunch headed off tramping
the usua}l jong drag along the four wheel drive track.

We had a short break before heading up the fence line
to the top of the ridge., From here good views were to be had
out to the Heretaunga Plains and alsoc up to Long View Hut,.
The track follows along this ridge untis; it drops dpwn to the
stream and across, which lies Awatere Hut, that wasstill
surrounded by a. heavy ground frost,. It was decided to move
back to the stream and the sun-to b01l the billy for lunch.

After lurich most of us explored further down the north
branch of Makaretu Stream, finding the old Black Stag Hut on -
the true jeft, on returning to the main group we split ‘ain,
with some returning via the ridge which some of us headed
back upstream before climbing out and up to the Longview
Hut Track where we met up with some Napier Tramping Club
members. '

An enjoyable days tramping in th sun was had be all,

Nog in Party: 13 : lLeader: Geoff Robinson
Jackie ‘Smith, Casey Stent .'Roy Peacock, Iain Dickson

VBetty Chittick Steve Bowdan, Dave McDonald, Lyndder Hirst,
Jan Machiella, Stan Woon, Seale Kilford, Raymend Louwe,
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Ruapehu - Spnowcraft Weekend

NK;TIlp ND$>1247 (a) .f _' Il g ?: Queens Blrthday

Unce agaln tho weather thwarted attempts to conduct a
worthwhlle weekend in ‘the snow. Saturday ‘and Sunday .were

'5marred By howllng winds and rain, “preventing us going up the
Qrmountaln. Four people set off on-a round Ngararuhoe and
. TongarirTo “trip whilst the remainder passed the time with a

tramp to Tama Lakes on the Saturday and then.a strggle. agaln—
st the ulnd up Mangatepopo Valley on the Sundayo

Then, maglcally, the weather cleared on Sunday nlght
reveallng Ruapehu in all it's spledour, lit by a full:moon,
Four of us headed up the mountain thatnlght and the rest
were to come Up the next mornin g td dd some snowcrafi,

- The four of us whoVENturped wup on Sunday nlght found

that the gale force winds ofearller in the day had abated,
. The moon provided ample light to s ascend without torches.

After spending’ the night at the top of Knoll Ridge the ne-t
day we went up to the Crater Lake for a look-see (in: perfect
weather), Unfortunately we. were under 1nstruct10ns to be
down by 1.00 pem. which gave us.no time to:climb anything.

We came down the mountain about 1.00 p.m., and met the
others in the carpark. They a d spent the day in Brokenleg
Gulley practising their self arresting. However they did not
get up the mountain until:late in the morning and it seems a
shame that they wasted so.much of- the day. = Ruapehu doesN't
often present you with ‘a day as. perfect as that Monday.

I feel that for Future snow craft courses people
st1uld be rmade aware of what is required of them. If they
are not prepared to glve that sort of commitment than they - w
would:be far better going off on a day ‘tramp around the .
mountain instead of holding up peop1e uho really do want to'fﬁ
learn,somethlng ‘about snow-andiice. 7 - .

No in Partyo 15 ;V-- . o Leader; Rob?Clark
Rob Clark, Janet'Brown, Leu Harrlson, Paul Wolstenholmy Ross
Berry, Peter Berry, Sue O0'Malley, Clive Thurston, Karen Glass,

Luke Holmes, Geoff Holmes, Lee Barret, Craig Ball,ﬂ.MJ.c:hael3
Henly, Della Flnd1y. : »

Trip No{‘124?_(b) e © 5-7 June

"Tdngariro National Park

Party 2

Heading out from the Chateau we made our way towards oo
Tama Lakes via:the low track which took us along the Wairere
Stream to the Tarazaki Falls. We had a brief stop at Lower:
Tama'to Survey the lake., From the lookout the lake spread
ovVer a large area surrounded by sheer bbuffs except for the
outlet end of the lake. We were eager to head on to Waihohon
Hut because Hutt Valley and Victoria University tramping

RS



clubs were in the same vicimPty, and we wafited to be sure
of a bink for the night so the pace was Dn.,we finally
reached Waihohonu Hut around 4~30p.m.

The new hut, across the river, was full of Toi- T01
trekers from Auckland and other private groups. We decided
to stay in the 0ld Weihohonu Hut. The hut was very in-
-teresting because of its historic background. It was built
in 1801 and a photgraph on the hut wall shouws coaches and
‘buggies pulling up outside the hut. Initials on the walls
‘and doors date back to 1901. The walls of the hut are about
8 inches thick; packed with pumus and lined with iron to
give better insulation.

The next day, Sunday, was looking poor. The cloud uwas.
sitting low over Mt. Tongarlro and there was a constant
fall of sleet throughout the morning. We made Oturere Hut
for lunch which we were all looking fdrward to.

"Shall we attempt Mt. Tongariro or shall we stay.put
until tomorrow and hope the weather clears??

The decision was to go over Mt., Tongariro and head
for Ketetahi Hut. We didn't waste time going over Tongariro
The winds were nearly gale force making it difficult to
stand up and walk in a straight line. Going over Central
Crater we only had time to glance at Emerald Lakes and the
Blue Lake. The Central Crater area looks very 1n1t1ng, on a
fine day it would be fantastic. -

"Ketetahi Hut, as usual, was full but we managed to
find a bunk and have a comfortable night. It was here Peter'
cursed Oturere Hut because he realised that he had left his
billy full of food on the hut bench., '

Monday was a brilliantly clear still day, The four of
us wandered on down to the road and where the truck picked
us up early that afternoon.

Thanks Geof Holmes for driving.
No in Party 4 Leader: Clive Thurston.
Karen Glass, Sue 0'Malley, Peter Berry,

Trip No: 1248(a) 4 13 th June.

Coppermine Creek/ Wharite

Leaving Coppermine Hut at around 10.o00am, four of us
headed of f towards Wharite television tower. It should be
noted that the hut is marked incorrectly on the N.Z.M, S.
NeI4S map. [A. R.nf the hut ia 373482, The trucl: Thasding +n
Wharite starts nearly directly opposite the hut and heads
on to a prominent ridge. The first section of track uas
steep and very slippery. As we moved on to the tops the cihouad
came in and the rain started. .

After tramping for over 14hours we sauw this great touwer
standing high on the knob.We were unable to see the top
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because of the low cloud, I was expecting to find a tiny
control shed at the base of the tower, but was amased to see
this massive bulldlng probably covering over 2500sqg. Feet

We made our way around to the front of thls building
and rung the door bell, Two technicians were on duty at the
time who klndly showed us around the installation. The
building was full of transmlbtlng equipment for both
television 1and 2. Therée were a .number of work shops, a .
control room, offices and a generator rcom, We uwere Fortunatu
enough to use there smoko room for our lunch, and were able
to watch a llttle television on the side.,

It didn't take us long to return tothe cars using
the same track as we used to go up. As soon as we reached
the cars it started to rain so we hurriedly changed and
headed back to Hastings. Thankyou Randell and George for the
use of your transport, ’ )
No in Party & ’ ’ Leader Clive Thurston.

Randall Goldfinch, Rob Vork, Michael Henley,

Trip No: 1248 (b)

- Coppermine Creek

We moved slowly up the creek panning for ggld, and
looking at rocks as we went. Didn't find any. We had lunch
at Coppermine Creek Hut which was guite tidy, but had no
fireplace. Then we had a grovel further up the creek’
looking for mines, but as it was miserable weather we turned
back. Arriving not long before tFk. others, then into
Danivirke for greasies.

No in Party 3 Leader George Prebble,
Péter,tJan.
Trip No 1248 ’ :26-27 June., .

Tararuas -~ Kime Hut

We left Hastings about 6-30 on Friday night and
headed south, picking-=up Allan and Judy on the way. Ue went
into Parawai Hut at Otaki Forks, after all piling into Davids
Suzuki “to cross the ford and travel the last bit to the hut.

In the morning no one was too keen For an early start.
There was a good foot climb ahead and anyway it was still
raining. We set off for field hut uwere we arrived 2+hours
later for lunch, ‘Then the final summit push. Up we went
onto "the ‘wide rolling topb where a gusty wind and softish
snow made walking interesting. It took 2 more hours to
reach Kime Hut, a big fairly neuw Tararua T.C,Hut. No
mattereses so 1t was sore hips again for soft Hawkes Bay
Trampers used to huts with mattereses. .
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There were two other croups in the hut. Onr was a
rowdy bunch of Venturers who had climbed 4000 feet to have
a party. They let everyone known how sozry they were that
we weren't eating as well as they were, They also decided
to get up in the middle of the night to see the lights of
Wellington.By morning it was misty again, so we took our
‘time with breakfast and left adout 10,

The mist started to clear slowly and by the time we
came to the ridge we had come up -it had turned into a
‘brilliant day. We could see Wellington and further south
the two ranges of the Kaikouras., Mount Hector was spdrkling
persil white on one side of us, the west coastwas on the
other. We decided to go back a different way. We continued
along the tops for another 2 miles or so then dropped off
another ridge, all the way cdown to Penn Creek Hut for a
quick lunch about 3. . y

We walked steacdily as the sun dropped and we had to
use torches for the last bit of bush. We got back to
Parawai Hut about 6. A great trip. Why so little interst?
No in Pafty 5 Leader David Harrington.
Jenny Chistmas, Judy Hansen, Alan Lee, Michael Henley.

Trip Nos: 1250 : 11th July.

Aranga HUT Via Golden Crouwn

Although the original intention was to go to Parks
Peak Hut, I decided to go up Golden Crown because it uwas
such a lovely day and I wanted the beginners to get up in
the snow.

However the snow did not seem to be there anylonger and
I got the Rasberry about it all the way up until we reached
the top and the snow whereapon I tried to look as though I
knew it was there allalong.

.On the way up we'd passed some really wied ice. Ice
6 inches high, some . beautifully fluted very delicite,almost
petel like ice in a rosette around the base of a dead thistl
"Inch thick ‘ice was on a wallow with darker circles on it
which turned out when the ice was transposed, to the
ClIcCUlas =m3idnes several inches deeps fantastivly smooth
like they'd been mechined on a lsthca

Les and some of the others decided to have lunch and
go back from the HUT Ruin sign, while the reat of us set
of f for Hut Ruin (sign), Aranga (map), or Akarana,(hutdoor)
over a very icy track bordered with a foot of snow, past a
frozen solid tarn for lunch. There we found one frozen solid
wet Mike Henley fthe ice on the tarn was as thick as MIKE)
Had lunch outside at the hutbecause it was damp and dingy.

Ty w o ther U000

The weather still being fine althoughpartly cloudy, uwe
slipped and slid outr .way back up and down the rather over-
Qrown_track *r~ ©entey Box Hut where Les had the truck wait-~

ElnE Iog Us, gng S0 home for a good feed of greagies.Thanks
0o Les for driviing =+ verv short notire. We must fi1dve more
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trips with such good weather and company.:

No in Party 19 . Leader‘Peter Berry, .- -
Les Hanger, Mike Bull, Sue Clarke, Randall Goldfinch,Rob
Vork, Raymond Lowe. Nancy ‘Mc Lean, Aveleen De Groot, Mike
Henley, Craig Ball, Lew Harrison, Clive Thurston, Steve
Bowden, Greg Brlstow, Stella James, Margaret Cornwell.

No. 1251 . : A 30-31 July, 1 August
' RUAPEHU TRIP ,

With a bit of a scramble the truck left Hastings just after
Bpm and picked Up the Napier contingent around 6,30, -After
a brief stop in Taupo for dinner for a feuw minutes and

for frozen peas to replace those left in Clives freezery,

it was on to Forest and Bird Lodge, arriving there about
11.30pm., ' : ’

Saturday dawned murky but fine and the truck left for the
Top-o~-Bruce at 8,30, Most people hired skis (even Randall)
and headed for Hut Flat 1n1t1ally where those who had not
skied before were pointed in the right direction. Bill
Bainbridge got more and more adventurous on his fcontroll-
able! sled until he. was regularly going through the
waterfall,

Dinner back at the lodge was enjoyable and most people went
to bed early after an energetic day.

Sunday's weather was similar but we had to put chains

on the truck and wait for the road to open. The Machiela
family and Cliff spent the day near the lodge while the.
rest of us skied (or tobogganed!)

When we met at the truck about 2 pm it was blocked in by
two cars - nothing 20 peéeople couldn't fix! Back to the
lodge for soup and a change of clothes and on thn road
home, arriving in Napier at 9 pm.

Thanks to Gerald for driving, to Clive for his help in
organising and to all for d01ng their rostered duties
eagerly. ;

Leader: Allan Holden _ - No. in;Pafty:;ZB

Clive Thurston, Randall Goldfinch, Gerald Blackburn,

Paul Wolstenholme and Tony, Rob Clark, Janet Brown,
Philip Holden, Steve Bamford, Lloyd Beech, C1iff Epplett,
Rob Vork, Lee Barrett, Ross Berry, Machiela Family (5),
Bill Bainbridge, Nancy MclLean, Karen Blass,‘Daryl Nesbltt

. Craig Ball, Leuw Harrison,
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No. 1252 . 8 August
KAWEKA HUT Ce

A good healthy number turned out for this trip., Randall
had some work to do on the hut and a number of people
helped out before embarking on a trip to Macintosh Hut

then out to the- lLakes Road. Four of us headed up to the
tops, encounting a very cold wind up thers. The snou had
virtually disappeared from 2ll bar the maln peaks, Kailarahi
hadvery little snow on it.

We dropped off down to Macintosh Hut for lunch then shot
‘down the ‘new track to the Tutarkuri River. The track
'sidles above the piver until it reaches the 3 wire bridge.
In two places it traverses scree slopes so it obviously
won't last long. However, the river is quite hard going
so it is worthwhile staying above it.

Everybody eventually ended up back at the truck after their
various escapades and Peter entertained us with his dulcet
tones most of the way home.

Another enjoyable H.,T.C. trip.
Noe. in party: 26

Peter Manning, Mike Bull, Tim Wiggins, Wendy Holden,

Rob Clark, Denise Wong, Debbie Campbell, Randall Goldfinch,
Rob Vork, Steven Bouwden, Jim Glass, Karen Glass, Martin
Glass, Ross Berry, Geoff Robinson, Clive.Thurston,

Michael Henley, Mitch Barrett, Craig Ball, Lee Barrett,

Lew Harrison, Nancy Mclean, Peter Berry, Belinda Hay,

Ray Lowe and Bronwyn,

Noe. 1253 » 21=22 August
BALLARDS VIA THE HAYBARN

During the week preceeding the trip, the weather had not
been nice, with talk of snpow down to lower levels., But
come Saturday morning the weather was good with snouw
patches only on the very tops. Four of us lads left the
car at Nicholas Hay Barn and tramped into Middle Hill Hut
for morning tea, then made for the Kaweka Tops. The
Ihaka track was taken so that we could gain some local
knowledge, and make use of the good weather. I now
consider the more direct track up from Middle Hill Hut
is more protected from the weather, shorter in time
and easier going. On the tops we headed North over
patches of old snow, visability was good but a cold
wind was blowing. There was no comparing the conditions
in the area to those during the last 'SAR outing! which
were atrocious., The good weather meant the snow poles
and signs were easily found and problems we had during
the search were analysed,

The route over to Ballerds Hut was okay except for some
tricky patches of snow that were getting icy as the
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afternoon sun went douwn. Ballards Hut with 4 bunks was
‘comfortatile for. the night. o

Next mornlng we. retraced our .steps back to the tops, and
then contlnued on down to Makino Hut for lunch. After.
which we hurried on down the track to the Hot Springs
Access’ Road and David Harrington who gave us a ride up
the road back to the hay barn,

Leader: Cralg Ball e _ No. .in Pérty:

Peter Séarborough, Michael Henley, Randall Gold?inch;”:

HERE'S HOPING

. Before you goy,
There'!'s one thing more
Have you fixed
. The firewood store
Burnt it all
. And gathered none
A curse upon you
More than one.

Here's hoping that

Where next you spell

- The weather's wez

It vains like Hell., -
The woods all gore

The bush is saaking
So. once again I say

Here's Hopinc.

Dave Speedan“
‘One time quide etc. with Dave Gunn of
Hollyford famee. Poem wrltten in Upper
Pyke Hut, 1848 ,
- M.G.T.
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PRIVATE TRIPS

, o 18 May
FIVE DAYS IN.THE KAWEKAS

We decided to get a good early start but unfortunately
that didn't work out because we headed off up 4100 at
12.30 pm, UWe got to Kiuwi Saddle at 4,00 pm and stayed
there the night., The next day we teook the river route to
Kiwi Mouth, had lunch and set off to Manson,® We wanted

to go on to Ngaawapurua, but after looking-in the hut book
we found that we would not make it before dark.

- On the thrid day we dropped right down to Ngaawapurua and
up ‘the valley to Harkness for the night. - The next =
morning -the weather was beautifully fine and we got a
-good ‘start to Te Puke, but it took us a lot Ionger to get
~there bacause of the wind falls., We didn't think much of
the Hut so we carried on to Mangaturutu. It took us three
hours and there wasn't much left in us when we got there
so we stayed and had lunch then left for Tira lLadge for
the night. The next day all the weather permitted us

to do was to go out over Middle Hill. Once there Craig
called his father from Jack's place and we left for home
at 8,00 pm. On Sunday Pete got a 1ift out to fetch hlS
car from Kurlpapango Forestry Base,

Mike Henley, Peter Scarbourough, Eraig Ball.,

July
 MID TERM BREAK AT RUAPEHU .

After all the lousy weather Ruapehu had thrown at us
lately it was with some disbelief that I gazed out at

a blood-red sunrise on a clear, still morning. Frozen
feet had to be stomped into equalliy frozen boots, then the
primus roared into life. Janet was eventually coaxed from
her -sleeping bag by a bowl of porridge and shortly after-
wards we were On OUT way. Alone on the mountain on a
perfect morning we climbed the main peak (Tahurangi)

and Paretetaitonags then set off back down the mountain.

. Then it began. Like a swarm of ants, skiers were coming
up to Dome Shelter to ski down the glacmer (becauSe the
skllng was hopeless lower down).

'You Te" golng down early mate? You're missing the best
‘part of the day'!, said the skiers, seemingly under the
belief that llfe didn't exist before the chalrllfts
opened. . :

Out came the bivi-sacytime for a bit of fun., Down the’
slopes we hurtled towardu the straggling line of ants.[
Whoops Suddenly I slipped off the back and Janét
accelerated to terminal velocity, sending up a rooster
tail of snow as her feet applied the anchors,



Two days later we were standing just below the crater of
Nguaruhoe, cursing at the camera which refused to work.
Feelings of 'dej '+, The same thing happened last time
we stood on these slopes., UWe went up to the crater rim
anyway Nguaruhoe's evil looking crater had a surprise
in store for us. As we peered over the edge into its
depths. it sent a lelowlng cloud of fumes up to greet us,
hastenlng a rather undignified retreat. :

Later that_day-we trudged up the southern slopes of
Tongariro, encountering snow which, loocked for all the
world like coconut ice - maybe thatis where the name
originated,

Then suddenly it was all over, We were back in the car
speeding hime to Hawkes Bay. A quick glanco'at our
favourite playground rapidly disappearing in the rear
vision mirror and then thoughts were turned to school-
work not prepared tests not marked, and long grass groun
longer. : ’

Rob Clark,_Janet'Brown.

. . 24-25 July
EAST FACE OF B8 -

Rob and I had been planning to do this climb for a
couple of months but we had not got a combination of
heaps of snow and a nice suniy day.

Rob rang up about lunchtime n Saturday and suggested that
we do the climb the following day. The Ruahines were

well plastered with snow and the weather, beautifully fine.
At about 7.30 pm that night Janet and Rob arrived and -
picked me up.  Between the three of us our gear filled:

the boot and half the rear seat of the car. UWe were

lucky that we weren't going for more than one day.,.

After bouncing through the ford and retrieving a dropped
duvet hood, we strolled into Triplex Hut at about 38.30 pm.

Janet suffered from toothache during the night and by
mornlng decided it was bad encugh to give the climb a

miss. Rob and I left Triplex at 7.00 am and Janet

stayed in bed., She was going back to Napier for treatment.

From the saddle overlooklng the Waipawe Forks we had

a beautiful view of the East Face. The sun was now up
and ‘there appeared to be plenty of snow. The hardest
part of the entire trip was the 400 yd walk up the river-
bed from the track to the forks. All the rocks were
covered with ice and frost. These led to many an anxious
‘moment, while crossing the river.,

At the forks we had a discussion as to which route we
would take once out of the creek. We then proceeded up
the North Branch of the Waipawa River for about 150 yds



and went up the first creek above the forks on the true
right bank. The creek is quite awkward to negotiate and
it becomes very steep in places. A couple of waterfalls
must also be surambled around.

We had been instructed to keep left at both forks in the
creek but at the second fork we went right as it was too
difficult to negotiate the icy rocks. After about half
an hour of snow plugging we reached the crest of a ridge,
from where we saw the snow basin and the main face.

By this stage the cloud had come down on the tops. Ue
put crampons and bash hats/canoeing helmets ong traversed
across the snow basin and headed up towards the rocks

and hopefully the top. The snow was f4 rly soft but large
patches of ice were also in abundance. We followed our
nose though the rocky gullies and eventually came onto
the top about thirty yards fram the trlg.

The top of '66' was sheet ice and because of the low
cloud we decided to head for the Waipawa Saddle. Lunch
was eaten on the top of '67' amidst some nice dry pouwder.
Great for snow shoeing. May as well wear them instead of
carrying themy; so the snow on the top of '67' was duly
scarredby odd shaped tennis rackets. After another quick
nibble we zoomed.off douwn the river to the Forks, and back
on the overland track to Triplex, where we arrived at
about 3,00 pm. We then continued on douwn to the ford and
waited only about three minutes for Janet to arrive,
much happier after seeing a dentist,

Thanka to Janet and Rob for a great trip, but I'm sorry
that Janet couldn't do the climb with use

NeB. This trip should not be attempted in groups of more
than ebout four people, because near the top section is
fairly confined and problems may occur with a multitude
of people negotiating certain arcas.

R.Be

Janet Brown, Rob Clark, Ross Berry.

, 22 August
MOUNT EDGECUMBE g "

Mount Edgecumbe overlooks the milling district of Kawerau
on the edge of the Matahina Forest. Edgecumbe is an old
extinct volcano with & very prominent volcanic look,

The slopes are very steep with a small crdter only a few
hundred yards 1n diameter at the top. .

We started our Journey from the floors of the Matahlna
forest up the. 2000' slope on a 4-uwheel drive track which
zig~zagged, climbing steeply, It wasn't long -befote we
were out of the forest and into the re-generating bush
on the slopes. This was very dense off the track and we
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At the Sabine Forks there is a choice of two huts 5
minutes apart. We chose the newer one but weren't very
successful with a fire,

Next day (Monday it must be by now) was fine and sunny
and we were in the bottom of a very deep valley looking
longingly at the snowy tops. It was enjoyable walking
down to tLake Rotorca. Here we shared Sabine Hut with
another party for the first time on our trip.

From Sabine Hut we climbed 3500 feet to Mt Cedric and then
along the tops to Angelus Hut. The weather was fine and
nearly calm and we throughly enjoyed being among the big
snow basins and peaks, Even Lakzs Angelus and Hinapouri
Tarn were covered in snow. That afterncon the cloud

-came down and during the night it started preclpltatlng -
hard to tell uhether it was rain or snou.

Dur hopés of going back toc the car via Robert Ridge went
with the weather so it was back down to the Travers Valley
and out via Coldwater Hut.

We had heard about Red Deer Lodge (ouwned by Nelson Deer-
stalkers) and made arrangements at Park Headquarters to
stay there,

We had the place to ourselves but were disappointed that we
couldn!t get the water system going for a shouwer, However
at $3.50" @ night it's cheap.,

‘Next day looked murky so we gave away the idea of slddng
at Rainbow Valley qnd headbd home,

The trip was our first in Nelson Lakes and convinced
us that the area is well worth a return visit.,

Allan Holden, Rob Clark, Janet Broun.

CLUB MEETINGS

. The clih will meet al 8,U0 pm at the Radiant Living Hall,
Warren Street North, Hastings until December 1882, After

this contact L. Hanger pH 88 731. for neuw locatlon.

The meeting dates are:

November 10 AGM ‘March 30
November 24 April 13
December 8 April 27
December 22 May 11
January 18 May 25
February 2 June - 8
February 16 June 22
March - = .2 July 6

March 16 July 20
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- ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 47th Annual General Meeting will be held in the Radignt
Living Hall, Warren Street North, Hastings follouwing the
usual fortnightly meeting on Wednesday 10th November, 13982,

OVERDUE TRAMPERS

Although returning parties usually plan to be out of the

bush well before dark, consideration of safety must aluways
come first, Even after arriving back at the transport, they
could be two or more hours on the return journey, plus any
unexpected delays, S0 beginners should make sure that parents
- or any others who may worry about them know this. Although
not normally nearly as late as 10.00 pm, until then it would
not be regarded as cause for parents to worry, but in case
some unusual delay should cccur, all neuwcomers should see

that the list left in town by the leader includes their

phone number, Focr enquiries about OVERDUE PARTIES please
contact one of the following:

© BERRY 777 223 PLOWMAN 54 303 THORP 434 238

FIXTURE LIST

On many trips parties may divide so the fitter members
can undertake a more strenuous trip in the some arce.
Changes due to unforeseen circumstances could be made to
the trip list pricr to a trip. Enguire from one of the
following:

‘Peter Manning B2 963 Randall Goldfinch 438 163
" Liz Pindar 67 889  Les Hanger 88 731

TRANSPORT CONTRIBUTIONS:

Due to rising petrol and other
costs, these have been raised to $6,00 per person for
local trips and $10.,00 plus for trips outside the Bay.
These contributions arc payable to the meeting before the
trip. If you are unable to make the trip and notify the
leader, your fee will be refunded. If the leader is not
notified your fee will be accepted with thanks.

Ndvember
13=14 Cairn Trip
A Erip to the cairn at the top of the Kauweks
Range for the memorial service,
Leader: President
28 Waikoau Gorge

Leaders: R~y Peacock
Bill Bainbridge



December

11=-12

Dec 27 -
January

10

23

February

5-6

20

March
5-6

20

e
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Waikamaka Hut
This will be a working party with the stove
inszallation in mind,
" Leaders: Randall Goldfinch
-Karen Lancaster

New Year Trip - Arthur's Pass
Leaders: Rob Clark
Lew Harrison

feach Trip o
Tase into the 1983 tramplng scene ‘with the
veach trip/barbeque. An opportunity for those
lust returned from tne SOuth Idland to rest
.achlng limbs,
- Leader°° to be decided

Makahu - Ballards - Vension Tops = Rocks Ahead
Back Ridge - Kaweka J - Makahu
A solid two day trip along the tops of the
Kawekas, Rember to bring a big water bottlel
For others not keen on such arduous activity
the-e is Studholmes or Backridge Hut to visit,
' Leaders: Michael Henley
Lilo/Raft Trip Craig Ball
Always plenty of excitmert here on either the
Nguartroro or the Mohaka Pivers. Life jackets
are necessary for safety r=zasons
Leaders: Ross Berry
Rarndall Goldfinch

Northezn Kaimanawa Forest Pa><.
Access via Kiko Road. New ccuntry to explore
thanks to the access way thriugh the pine trees,
Campirg out could be the orcer of the night.
Leaders: David fHarringlur
- Jenny Christmas

Mlddls Creek Hut = Smitnte | Creek Hut via Waterfall
Not foo far from home i~ the Ruahine R=zinges,

’/
A nice stream and h'-t wall
_eaoars: Jiw Glass

Karen Lancaster

- Whakatane Rive-
Wailkareyl Turdra

Trip/mqikarevoané Lake Track/

Plenty of vars Tety in this arce

to satisfy everyone.
I padues? Les Barrett

Bill Bainbridge




April

- =
m k

29

June

12

25-26

Kiwili Saddle Hut Area '
The shingle slide off 4100 is always worth the

- slog up the hill, Kiwi Saddle Hut is of course

one of the club huts,
Leaders: Ray Lowe
Karen Glass

Summit Gentle Annie -~ Te Iringa Trig - Hoodoo

Bush - Timahanga Station

This 1s what happens when you don't attend hut,
track and fixture meetings - they give you trlps
like this one!!! Last time we attempted to find
a way thrcugh Hoodoo Bush we were turned back

by man-eating bush lawyer vines which had a habit

of wrapping themselves around your jugular vein,

Sure to be full of excitment, bad language, and
bruises. Leaders: Rob Clark
’ Janet Brouwn

Shut Eye Shack - Armstrong Saddle ~ Gold Creek

An erJoyable round trip up Armstrong Saddle
And douwun tc the Flounder. An alternstiveé "is
to drop douwn the shingle slide into Triplex
Creek, An easicr trip is up the Flounder and
into Gold Creek Hut, ' -
Leaders: Geoff Robinsan ‘
Rob Vork

Tongariro National Park, UWaihohonu Hut -

Oturere Hut - Ketetahi Hut

Around the mountains for three days. This trip
takesyou over Tongariro to reach the hot springs
at Ketetahi Hut
Leaders: Gerald Blackburn
Bill Bainbridge

Ahimanawa Range

Up stream rrom Taupo Road to Grid Ref, 8973910,
Not an area we get into often. It should be
an intecresting exploratory trip.
Leaders: Peter Berry
Edward Holmes

Howletts Hut
Tf the snow comes early this could provide some
excitment., Howletts Hut isthe highest in the
Ruahines (at 4500'), 1Itfs also the nicest and
this always makes the slog up Daphne Spur well
worth it.

Lcaders: Bill Bainbridgé
. Nancy MclLean





