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ANNUAL REPORT

PRES'DENT'S REPORT

Lnother year's itrarrinc snded and vithoul Joult it hos
been @ most succegsful year,

Trhe Club's activitiec have been manv and verizd. Cn the
Soci~  side we have hed very interssting evenings. 4 hiogn
light was Georgs and Sue Lowe's visit to one of our meetings. .

snother event which s becoming very popular is the
phctocraphic competition. Ilr. Baldwin's judging end
conguructive criticism have greatly helped members. This
was. gnown by the high stenderd of the slides in the secord
corpotition. '

Znhe Christmas party and Cuy Fawkes night always appear
to b2 very succescful,

The day trips seem to be the most popular with numbers
sorc. . mes running intc the *thirctiez., Jome zormbers did
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extenrive climbing in the South Island. Otlers took part
in an instruction course.

This yesr again was accident free apsrt from a broken
elbow and some close alds e.g. . the Ngaruroro incident and the
exposure incident. Thinking back over the years, I find that
the margin between a successful trip snd a disastrous one
is terrifyingly narrow. Make a wrong decision over a ridge
or creek and you are in trouble. The only advice I can give
you is to go tramping and be prepared. Don't take any .thing
for giranted and use lots of commonsense,

Once again I would like to thank the committee members
for tneir support in running the Club. In particular I
would like to thank the Secretsry, Treasurer and the Editor
for the fine work they do. I don'‘t think the members
realise what it involves to be any one of these three. Take
the Editor for example. For aslong as I have been
associated withthe Club, Janet has been doing "“Ponokura'.
Dthers assist, hut Janet does the spade work. Every meeting
you cen see her keeping a watchful eye on any news item,
squeezing reports from members etc., "Pohokura' is more
widely read than most of us realise and gquite a few articles
get reprinted in other club magazines.

The Secretary. A lot of his time is taken up with
correspondence, and we all know what writing a letter is like.
That gives you some idea of his jobs '

Treasurer. When the treasurer arrives everybody unloads
his ¢» her financial worry. The treasurer spends a quarter of
the riceting writing out receinpts and putting money in a
littis tin. That is not all. At the end of the year the
books have to balance. We all know how hard it is to keep
traclm of our own money, let alone sOmeone else's. Once
agair. many thanks. ’

one more word of thanks to Pam and the Social
Comm* “tee who have given us so many intersting evenings.

Memborship: Appears to be increasing slowly 1968, 127
1969, 133

P° BG

CLUB CAPTAIN'S REPORT

Looking through the past year's activi“ties, 1t is
interesting to see that, although paironage has remained
the come on day trips (with an average of 26) andis only
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slightly down on weekend trips with an average of 12), there
has been a marked increase in the number of privete trips.
There have been some really adventurous excurS1ons by small |
private parties into a number of the more inaccessible places:
in the South Island, and a large number of larger private.
parties going into the National Parks and high country closer
to home.
. [ ]

With Public transport and private transport so readily
available these days, it's not surprising that the number. of
prlv te trips hsas 1ncreased, and I am sure that this is the
main reason fa the drop in numbers on the weekend trips,
although there have been an unusual number of long-weekend
trips this year and obviously it is much harder for some
people to get out on these occasions, For the second year in
succession, the Club has run a very successful trip to the,
South Island. This time it was the Copland Passthat was
visited and I am sure that all who attended were well rewarded
with the perfect westher and snow conditions that we were so
fortunate to experience. Once again this trip probably
wouldn't have taken place if it hadn't been for the efforts
of Pam Lewilis and we are all very grateful for the work that
she put into its organisation. _

Members' knowledge of first aid was put to the test with
an unusual exposure case on Mt. Tongariro, and a broken arm. -
on Te Waka. These things can happen at any time and anyone
may be called on to help.

It only needs a quick glance back through the "Pohokur&?
of about four or five years ago to see that conditions for
trampers today are becoming more and more civilised. It is
1nterest1ng to see that as many as eight of the year's veekend
trips of that period were camping trips where huts were not
used, whereas in the past year, with the exception of the
trial search, there was only one trip on the fixture list’
in which tents were intended to be used. One o the best
ways to build up a more co-operative club spirit is to have a
few trips like this in bad weather where everyone hasto pull
their weight and I feel sure that it would do the Club no
harm to have a few more trips of this type in the coming
fixture lists.

"Once again I would like to thank the fermers for permitt-
ing us to cross their land and also Forestry who controls the
country we use. Without the help of these p80ple it would be
hopeless trylng to run a tramplng club,

Lestly I would like to thank all the members of the Club
who helped with the working parties and assisted in making our
trips 80 worthwhile. G.R. T
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TRUUN 1mEQuel

In the year Whlch has just passed, we have seen the .
departure of our old truck and the purchase of a new one, The
canopy from the 0ld truck was sold. separately and the truék
was -later sold for wrecking. : .

The Committee had been looking for a suitable reolacement
for the old truck and, in February, a 1956 Bedford waspurchased.
. A full length canopy was fitted with room for packs over the
cab. To add to the comfort of the new truck, a couple of the
lumpy kapok mattresses were replaced with two foam rubber
chip mattresses. -

On occasions, the truck has returned home from various
trips minus mirrors, mudflap etcog These had to be fixed or
replaced. : S

At the moment,ﬁthe truck is being given a valve grind and
an extra petrol tank. I feel that a couple of small working
parties will bring the truck up to scratch.

- ‘ o GoHoG‘o

HUT, TRACK & FIXTURTS REPORT

Fixtures: Again this year we have had our usual wide selection
of trips ranging from the'popular 1lilo - picnic type, through
to easy day trips, and on to the "further-afield" type when-
ever long weckends came around. Thisyear we visited the
Tararua Main Range at Easter, the Ketetahi Springs on

Tongariro at Queen's Birthday; and, just recently, at Labour
weekend , Mt. Egmont. . '

Another noteble club trip was the successful crossing of
the Copland Pass on the last day of 1968 by fifteen of our
members. This was the largest party ever to have crossed the
Pass, and our thanks here go to Pam Lewis for her leadershlp
and organising ability. _

Huts and Tracks: There was no maintenance carried out on -
Keweka Hut this year, but just recently Kiwi Saddle and
Waikamaka have both been visited. At Kiwi Saddle a very
profitable weekend was spent doing major repairs to one of" the
walls. By the way, this hut is now enulpped with foam rubber

mattresses.

Several trips have been made to Waikamaka and the hut has
now received its first coat of paint, With the exception of a
few draughts it is in very good shape.

There is only one track on which to report any maintenance
and that is Kaweka track. It has now been cleared of scrub and
marked with yellow discs, = once again it is fairly r%sgect%ble
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GEAR CUSTODIAN'S REPORT

During the year a new day pack was bought as these are
much in demand. We now have two as well as numerous "kidney=-
puncher" weekend packs. Roy Swain hasleft us his bergen-type
pack, either to sell or to hire out. The club billies have
received a new look from the fine new lids made by Maury. Two
new foam chip mattresses, with removeble duck covers, were
bought for the comfort of travellers on the back of the:truck.

Hire fees brought in:- .
Ice-axes 7 hirings 2.80
Packs 4 30 " : 2. 30
Parkasg 15 v li. 20

Sleeping bag

covers z " 1.50
tents " 2,05
boots 15 " 3. 20
billy 2 '50
rope 1 1.00

snow goggles 2 " 50

22,75

Please tell me about any gear needing repors so that I
can have them done.

No Te
LIBRARY REPORT

There seems to be an increasing interest in the library
with the acouisition of a few new books on the shelves although
feats on Everest and at the Antarctic are still being reai.

"Men Aspiring" was donated to the Club by two menbers
leaving the disgrict.

Unfortunatdy one of ouf new reference books "On Snow and
Rock" has gone missing. Please, members, have a 100k on your
shelves for this book. .

K. B.
"POHOKURAY

Thanks to the sterling work of all contributors, typists,
duclicaters and staplers the usual three issues of "Pohokura"
have been produced this year. Members should hand in accounts
of all private trips as these often cover ground not
included in Club trips. '

Jo L
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CLUB ALBUM

Looking through the Club's Album, I find it's been a very
lean year compared with previous years. Now that we have a few
members who are interested in photo processirig we can get more .- -
prints for the album, but we can't do thls ip we are not
approached with negatlves° ;

Just think of all the memories and fun you will get out of
laoking through the albums in about 10 years time. 8o please
remember the album when you see a geod phote and click another
of f far the Club,

My thanks go to all who have contributed and to those who
have helped to print .the negatives.,
T. T Be

PUBLICITY

Repoarts of most Club trips have been published in the local
papers and the Club has received additional publicity as a result
of members'! participation in the Y.M.C.A. Walkabout. No major
publicity projects have been undertaken during the year,
although the Club was associated with the Search and Rescue
display at the Hastings Police "open day'.

SEARCH COMMITTEE

Despite the fect that more and more people, young and old,
experienced and otherwise, visit the ranges every year, the past
twelve months have been remarkably free of incident. There
have becen oné or two alerts but members did not even get to the
stage of putting their boots on this year. .

The trial search has been deferred until November to tie in
with R.NoZ.A.P. helicopter support. '
. . Ao VG Bo

SOCIAL COMMITTEZ REPORT

The Social Comuittee has again had an active year provid-
ing speskers and film entertainment at the fortnightly Club
Meetings. Some ten minute educational talks heve been given by
Club members and special events such as the Guy Fevkes ,
Barbecue, Christmas Party and Photographlc competition have
been separately revorted on in ”Pohokura" previously. -

Subjects covered over the year 1ncluded Anikiwa Outward
Bound School, Amateur Bushman's Club, Santiago, Police work
with the C.I.B. Kaweka Catchment, Forestry Research, Raoul
Island, African Safari movies and Sarawak.
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Club members have provided interesting evenings with talks- -
and slides of their own trips to Fiji, Antarctica, a European
tour with climbing in Switzerland and South Island trips
including the Wangapeka track snd climbing in the Southern Alps.

Members' slides of local trips and club activities have
provided material for six evenings and with the wide range of
films now available to us through the National Film Library
we hsave enjoyed four evenirg s and movies.

Our grateful thanks to Club members who have provided so
willingly and often at & ort notice, material for our evenings,
and thanks especially to the guest speakers who have giren up
their time for our enjoyment and education. It has been most
gratifying to see such excellent attendances at the meetings
and social functions over the year.

As this concludes my term on the Social Committee, I would
like to personally thank the Committee members for the way they
have helped and supported me, and for the sound suggestions and
help I have received from so many members over the past years.

P. M. Le

ELECTION OF OFFICERS

At the Annual General Meeting held on October 29th 1969
the following officers were electeds~

Patron: Dr. D.A. Bathgate

President: o Mr. P. Bayens

Vice-Presidents: Miss. N. Tanner, Messrs. A.V. Berry and
G. Thorp

Club Captain:  Mr. G. Thorp

Seceretary: Mr. G. Griffiths

Treasurer: Mrs. M. McQonnell

Auditor: Mrg R.W. Chaplin

Executive Committee: ‘
Maury Taylor, Peter Lewis, Bertie McConnell,
Brian Turner, David White, Trevor Baldwin, Pam Lewis.




Smcial Committee:

Alan Thurston, Trevor B 1dw1n, D9v1d Whlte Jackie Smith .-
Sue- Greer, Marilyn Challlce. . o i

SUB=- GOLMITT £S:

The Executive Committee has app01nted the follow1ng
sub-committees and officers:-

Fixture9 Hut and Track:

David W 1t89 Graham Thorp, Pam Lewis, Brian Turner,ﬁ
SeaPCQ‘

Alan Berry, Maury Taylor Phil Bayens9 Graham Thorp,
Graham Griffiths,

Truck: M. Taylor, Grahem Griffiths, Phil Bayens.
Editor: J. Lloyd
Publicity: Alan Berry, B. McConnell

Gear custodian: Nancy Tanner

Photo Album: Trevor Baldwin, Brian Turner

Librerisn: David White

Scrap /Album: David White. .’

e 1ame o o e e o e e, S A . e St - . -

AUDITOL.' 3. REPORT

T have examined the books, accounts and vouchers of the
Heretavnza Tramping Club and have obtained all the lnformqtlon

and explanations that I have recuired. e

In my opinion, according to the best of my informstion . .
and the explanations given me and as shown by the Books of +he
Club, “he Balance Sheet and Income and Expenditure Account -
are prcrerly drawn up so as to give respectively a true nd

fair view of the state of the Clubs affairs at 30th September . :

1969 and of the results of its activities for the year ended

on that*t date. . .
Row Chapl;n R, Ce Aocho



HERETAUNGA TRANPING CLUB (INC.)

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOIL THEE YBAR EI'DED 30TH SEFTHEMBLR, 1969,

1968 IIICOME:  The Club's Income comprised -

192 Subscriptions . 216,00
17 Equipment Hire ; 22.75
84  Meeting Contributions 65.57
- Donations . 5.45

124 vorking Party Farnings 40,00
60 Interest : B : 77.97
25 Profit on laps 20.18

1 Iibrary Fees 1.21
10 S.A.R. Administration Grant -
29 Surplug on Transport 55.00

522 504.13

e EXPEIDITURE:  The Ixpenses incurred in ruhningkthe Club vere:
69  Rent-of Meeting Room ) - 69.10
-3 Advertising _ coe . . - -
16 Supper and Social Expenses ' o ‘ ' 6.00
21 Equipment Maintenance - 13.85

6 Subscriptions: Royal Society, Alpine Club etc. _ 3.50
14 F.l1.C.. Capitation - 15.96

“ 3 Insurasnce _ 3,02

20 - Stationery -

wrelo Books Purchased for Library ' : 9.35
18 Petty Cash and General Expenses C 12.35
66 Bulletin Expenses v T4.59

Transport Costs , 315.53
Balance of old truck written off . 1.71
: Mew Truck Depreciation 100,00
417.24
Less Fares Received 472,24
Surplus to Income ’ 55.00
243 207.72
279: There was therefore a surplus of Income over Expenditure of - $ 296,41

I
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HERETAUNGA TRAMPING CLUB (INC.)

~ BALANCE SHERT

- AS AT 30TH SEPTINBER, 1969.

1968 At Balance date the Club owned the following Assets:

1369 Bank of IMNew South.‘jales . R 609,92

835 Post Office Savings Bank 59.88
4 Account owing for Maps 4.00
97 Equipment 96,60
1 Cash on Hand _ ' ©1.00
160 Stocks . 157035
' - Owing for Truck sold 100.00
Bedford Truck at Cost 921.71
Less Depreciation to 1968 800,00
122 o | 121,71
Sold during year for 120,00
Loss on Bale fransferred to Income & 1.71
Expenditure Account
~ -~ Bedford Truck (INew) At Cost v ' /1203;00
Less Depreciation 100..00
) —_— 1103.00
- Investment - Hastings City Council 1000,00
: Huts valued in the books as follows - )
Kaweka : . ’ - .7 10.00
Kiwi 50.00
: Waikamaka 54,79
115 _ — 114.79
50 Projector A 5Q;OO
2753. The total value of the Assets being o 3296.54
However, of this amount there has been set aside for -
69 Reunion Funds 69,38
24 Search Fund : v 20.49
36 Vaintenance of Rescue Kits 36.26
89 Hut Maintenance 128,63
3 Subscriptions received in Advance s 14,00
221 S o 268.76
2532 Leaving a surplus of Assets over Liabilities of - $3027.78

. This figure represents the Balance in Accumulated Funds, which _
is made up as follows: -

Balance 1st October, 1968 2531.37

Plus Legacy Late Angus Russell 200.00

Surplus of Income over Expenditure for year 296,41
—$3027.78
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TRAINING FOR RAQUL ISLAND.

The followine are extracts from a letter written by Roy -
Swain just before he left for Raoul Island where he has been’
appointed head of the metereological unit:-

"I have finished my medical training now and feel guite
competent to handle most injuries, having been trainedby being
thrown in at.the deep end as it were on a host of vicious Car
accident injuries, successfully sutured hundreds of deep cuts
and gashes, removed foreign bodies from eyes and flesh ranging
from glass to needles and one bullet! .22! extrected 168
teeth, reduced and plastered dozens of fractures!! etc,etc.

In addltlon I have performed several stomach washouts qnd
assisted with miscarriage / abortion victims and one. childbirthe.

We will be taking 100 tons. of stores to Raoul Island plus
2 -cows in calf, one ram! one sow in farrow! one boarl The
"Holmburn" Wlll anchor ¥ mile off shore and the stores will be
ferried ashore in the life boat which only holds 2 tons a time,
it takes 1 hour each round trip including unloadlng ontaq the
fishing rock wharf v1e the basket and crane! so that's 50 hours
to unload the ship!! We will be on our "benders" after 3 days
especially as the stores have to be brought up the 200! ollff,
then 4 miles to the statlono

The Dominion Museum entomologists want me to look for.an
extremely rare water beetle, 3cm in length!!! so I am equip-
ped with nets and magnifying glasses! In addition they want a
careful collection of every type of insect, animal, bird and
plant, so can you imagine me crawling around on my hands and
knees everywhere wilh a pair of tweezers, 4 gallons of alcohol
(the pickling Varlety) and a jar. 1*¥*¥! T shall have blisters
on my knees and bruises on my head from banglng “into trees!

Seriously though, I didn't thlnk 1nsects could.be so
interesting but after a week at Wild Life and the Natural
History Museum, their enthusiasm has affected me considerably.
The Marine Dept. want.a few hundred samples of fish, larvae,
snails, crabs,.in fact everything that moves, swims or crawls,
but that's a little more difficult due to the shark danger! "

CLUB TRIPS.

) PARTHAKA. -
No. 892. ' L 10th August.

The truck left Holt's on time but was held up at Taradale
for about 20mins while we awaited the arrival of the Kombi with
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some of the Nepier crowd. After a few passenzers transferred
to the truck, we moved on until we reached the bridge across the
Mohaka, and here we met another member who had come out early.

The vehicles were Teft un by the barn on Mr. Dagg's farm.
From here we wandered =cross the psddocks and then down the pumice
cliffs to cross the Ripia. On the other side we had to walk ~
through a larce patch of burnt-off scrub, but once on the maln
ridge the grass was green again.

" A nice grassv slope, was found for lunch-time break and .
some bods went to find the water which was g fair distance away.
After lunch, as the wéather had started to close in, it was
decided to retrace our steos and. then follow another ridge
down ‘and cross the Kipia lower down. During the descent to the
river 1t started to rain and the wind blew also and it was
quite chillsome for a while. -

The party arrived back at the barn just after 3pm. snd we
proeeeded down to the Mohaka River for a brew and a change of
clothﬂs, before settnng off for home. :

No. in Partyv. 29. _ Leader. Geoff Persen

Grant Spackman, John Preece, Geoff Richards, Robert Weterings,

Marilyn Challice, Sue Adcock, Peter Lewis, David White, Jim

Wilshere, Sue Greer, Graham Thorn»n, Vivian Hope, Mervyn Hope,

Graham Grlffﬁhs, Irene Watt,Glenys Richdale, Karenne Sparlineg,

Mary Hssox, Suzanne Iuck@r, Marion Moran, Denloe Simms, Pat

Roberts, Alan Thurston, nndv Smith, Sheree Dwnk Deborah
Eaeston, Ken Zambra, loby Simon. -

: MAKAHU SADDLE HUT.
No. 893, , 2%3rd-24th. Auguste.

Ihe weather was rather depressing, to the least, and per-
haps many were too shrewd, because the four bods from Napier
found only one other waiting in Hastings, and out of the five
of us, only two had been on a club trip before! Shortly before
we picked up Tom in Puketitri we had a glimpse, through the
rain, of the snow-line halfway down the Black Birch, with heavy
cloufs a few hundred feet above hiding-the rest of the ranges.

When we reached the snow, it seemed a good idea to put
chains on while it was still eaSVVtG'dO‘SO, reather than wait-
ing until we got bogged. Some hunters in a landrover roared . . -----
past ‘with cheeky remarks, but when we followed them a few
minutes later, we found the depth of snow increased rapidly
with everv hundred feet of extra altitude, and up round a2 few
more corners they were stuck. The Kombi was just able to
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scratch past before it, too, rpoulred all passengers out to push
but by now we were hlgh enough for the snow to be less slushy
and soon the pushers were left behind to make their own way to
the top, alternately pushing and ridineg on the Landrover. All
except one, that is, who wasn't quick enough after one stop and
arrived at the top, rather breathless, much later!

Little's Clearing was bleak and windswept, with drifts of
snow 6in. to 2ft. deep and barely 50 yard v151b111tv. After
lesving the warmth of our vehicle at the bush edge on the far
side, and plodding into Makehu Saddle past trees loaded to near
breakng-point with snow, it was obvious that any attemnt to
reach Ballard's Hut, as originally planned, would be quite out
of the question. Two keen types did go part way up the Donald,
and climbed out on to Makahu Spur above Dominic, but returned
rather subdued. The hunters also returned quite soon, cold,
soaked and unsuccessful. As some compensation for conditions
outside our two cooks prepared a really excellent meal, after
which one bod, obviously a "tiger for punishment" went out with
the hunters to extricate their landrover from the mud back along
the track, and then for a wild, bumpy, freezing ride looking
for deer w1th a spotlight. (Total wildlife seen - one rapidly
disappearing hare!l)

Sunday morning was little better, but most of the party
went up to Dominie, at which p01nt the ice was becoming to
dangerous, before returning and joining up with the day party
to go round by road towards the Mohaka River. Here we divided,
some heading towards the Parihaksa to look for some gear left
behind on a previous trip, while the rest mad~ for the Hot:
Sprngs. The Pariraka trip provided some entertaining mishaps
when crossing the Mohaka, while for the others, the hot springs
were most enjoyable but getting out of the hot water 1nto the
cold drizzle was not! ’

Weekend Party. 6 . Leader. Peter Lew1s.

Geoff Persen, Chris Harmer, Suzanne Berridge, Rob Lusher, Tom
Whittle.

Day Party. 5.

Trevor Baldwin, David Whlte, Alsn Thurston, Ruth Osborne, John
Titchener.

TE IRINGA. - ,
No. 894. . Sept, Tth.

We lef+ the truck at the top of Gentle Annie and set off
for Te Iringa under a cloudy sky Wlth a strong wind blowing.
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Following a track that took us onto a ridge where the wind blew
stronger than ever we headed up it and as the goihg was steady
the party soon spre~d out, but frequent stops kept us together.

We arrived at the trig in a cold strong wind with rain not
far off to the north. It didn't come our way altogether and
we had lunch on the south side of the trig, that gave = better
Viewe

After lunch we went down to some rock out-crops where some
did rockeclimbing =and abseiling. 4t 3pm. the slower ones headed
out followed by the faster bods soon after. All had arrived at
the truck by 4.30pm. after which we headed home.
D.W.

No. in Party. 24 Leader. Russell Millington.

Peter Lewis, David White, Jackie Smith, Geoff Persen, Karl
Longley, Pam Lewis, Chris Persen, Richard Moran, Tom Whittle,
Brisn Turner, Dentorpfmith, John Preece, Elizabeth Pindar,

Sue Greer, Pat Roberts, Sue Adcock, Glenys RichdaXe, Marion
Moren, Denise Simms, Irene Watt, Sue Beveridge, Wendy Smith,
Sheree Pink.

KIWI SADDLE. (WORKING PARTY.) _
No. 895 o - Sept. 20-21st.

Well once again another: WOrklhﬁ party -went into Kiwi,
taking in the necessary materials to make repairs to the rear
walle. . =

On Saturday mdrningkeleven of us left Holt's at 6.15.
Peter took eight in his Kombi with the middle seat out to make
room for the iron, while the. rest had a more comforts ble ride
in Trevor's wagon. '

We had a slowkeavy plod up to 4,100 with Some<ofwus
carrying well over 60lbs, also marking the -track as we made our
way slowly upward. But once on the tops the going was pretty .
easy and most of us appreciated the cool breeze that was blowzng,

On reaching the hut we were all pretty worn out. Aftur
having = quick brew to regain some of our energy, we started on
the hut. By now we had another two in the party, Tom who had
left from Baldy earlier in the morning and David who came up to
do some shooting.

It was just like the family supermarket. Some were
helping with the stew, some were restoring the firewood while
the rest .were chopplng down trees for the uprights and studs.
After we had all the material we needed, we retired for the
night hoping for a good early start in the morning.



15

Sunday morning clouls were beginning to bank up and there
was a cold wind blowing. It was hard to decide .whether or not
to start on the hut, in case the weather took a turn for the
worse. We all de01ded to take a chance and started tearing off
the black paper. UMany. hands soon made light work of demolishing -
the wall. All the uprights and studs. were rotten, the foundation
that held the back wall had given way so that had to be
renewed. We had a begger job on our hands then we had bargained
for and such short time to do 1t.

. We soon had the timber cut to size 9nd started putting in
the uprights and then the studs. All the joints were treated
“and then the tin went on. The hut was completely finished at
about 2.%0, s a - '

Going out was alot easier than coming in and we made quick
time to the shinegle slide. We arrived at the cars at sbout
5.30 and headed back home. ;

No. in Party. 12 Leader° Alan. Thurston.

Pam Lewis, Peter Lewis, Trevor Baldwin, Elizabeth Plndar, John
Griffiths, John Preece, Wendy Smith, Tom Whittle, David Nhlte,
Chris O'Kane, Sheree Pink., :

-~

WAKARARA RANGE. Lot
No. 896. o October 5th.

The 7 o'clock start was somewhat delayed and we didn't
leave the roadside at the West of Smedley Station until nearly
10. The climb up a shingle slide 2t the very start proved hot
work in such terrific weather but it wasn't too slow and the '
view was worth it. Everyone trundled off down from this peak
along a2 rock-ridden ridge and then grunted their way up to
another pesk - to be fooled again. For miles sheadd there
were peaks and ridges, leading nowhere in particular but
definitdy going somewhere.

Hunger called, so it was suggested that we dine on a2 green
patch near a stream at the end of one of the many ridges. . Four
of the fitter boys galloped into the distance amid clouds of
dust with the intention of going on ahead and meeting us at the
truck later.

By 3, the mighty trampers had eaten their fill and it was
suggested that we follow a creek back to the truck. We reach-

ed 1t at 3.30, climbed aboard and stopped further down the road
for a brew at Tim Hut.

A dag of a day.
No. in Party. 30 Leader. Sandra Smith.
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Pam Lewis, Wendy Smith, Sheree Pink, Sue Adcock, Glenys:

- Richdale, 2 Prebbles, Elizabeth Pindar, Sue Greer, Morion
Moran, Denise Simms, Vivian Hope, Lynette Paramore, Jackie
Smith, Peter Lewis, Robert Weterings, John Griffiths, Trevor

- Hope, Mervyn Hope, Richard Moran, Roy Pencock, Geoff Persecn,
Kit Persen, John Furminger, Simon Eastun, Barry Clayton, Geoff
Richards, Brian Turner. : . S

WALKABOUT.
Saturday a.m. 18th Oct; 1969,

T.15am. in bright sunshine, and 13 H.T.C.'s were on their
way down Heretaune~ Street with impressively bulging packs of
doubtful contents, and colourful placards, to take part in the
Y.M.C.A. Walkabout from Hastings to Napier. With a g40
sponsorship we g£ailv trotted along the hard bitumen, covering
the first four miles in 55 minutes, =nd completing the tot=1l 14
miles in 3 hours 20 minutes. Short work was made of the -
sandwiches and tea provided at the Napier Y.M.C.A., then onto
a bus and back to Hastines by 11.45am. Some of us prepared for
the afternoon stroll into Waikamaka Hut by a blissful sock of hot
feet in a paddling pool before leaving =~grin a Tpm.

Sue adcock, Denise Simms, David Bacon, Keith Garratt, Marion
Moran, Trevor Baldwin, Sue Beérridge, John Purminger, Ross

" Berry, Brian Turner, Sue Greer, +1, Adrian Turner, David White,
Pam Lewis.

: WAIKAMAKA WORKING PARTY.
‘:NOO 897 . . ) Octe 18—"}91;116

At lpm. the same afternoon most of the members who had
recently completed the Walkabout, plus = number of others,
assembled at the Y.M.C.A. for our trip to Waikamaka Hut. As
the club truck was out of action, transport was by private
cars, and we arrived at the roadhead ~t 3pm. Peter Lewis with
his advanced partv of 10 were already at the hut, having walked
in earlier that morning carrying a quantity of paint. Our group
“of 17 left our vehicles at 3.15pm and arriveved at the hut at
Te45pm. _

On Sunday morning. we gave the hut its first coat of paint
- orenge roof and blue sides. A large quantity of rocks was
" also carried up to the hut and then were used to. enlarge the
present pathway =2nd to improve the drainage of stormwater at
one end of the hut. Iurther working bees are still necessary
at this hut.

No. in Party. 30 Leader. Brian Turner
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Trevor Baldwin, John Furminger, Chris Persen, Sue Berridee,
Jackie Smith, Liz Pindar, Lvnette Paramore, Vivian Hope,

- Mervyn Hopw, Alan Thurston, Annette Tlndell Peter O0'Kene, Irene
Watt, John Preece, Wendy Smith, Sheree Pink, Clare Wetherall,
Romln Heath, Geoff Richards, David White, PeteriLewis, Sue Greer,
Madeline Charlton, Cstherine Treloar, Bronwvn Guillemot, 4{unne ‘
Kinney, Helen Hill, Pom Lewis,

No. 898 ' . November 2nd.

The truck left Holt's at 7.30am., stopped on the way to pick
up the Napier bods then headed for the hills. Picked me up at
about 92m., and in due course arrived at Bald Hill, .or rather on
the PForestry track above the Green Flats. Three others were
waiting for us there. Two forestry men were there also, who
praised the club for keeping the tracks open.

We left the truck at about 10am. and after an uneventful but
pleas=nt walk, we arrived at Lotkow Hut. (Time approx 11.30am.)
After we had lunch, a few of us went up to the top to have a look
around, while others stayed to sleep or swot as there were exmms
the next day. Up on the top the wind was blowing a cold
Southerly. The visibility was good. The Kaweksas =sbove the level
of Studholme Saddle were under thick cloud.

Back at the hut we had snother brew. Replenlskzng the wood
supply was an arduous task with a blunt axe wnﬂ hard Kanuka logs.

: On the whole it was » good trip and, on a track llkegthﬂt,
fine weather makes all the difference. ' oo

No. in Party. 28 | | " Lesder. Tom Whittle.

Bri=sn Turner, Peter Lewis, Chris Persen, Keith Garrott, Geoff
Richards, Toby Easton, Simon BEaston Alan Clayton, Arthur .
Lacheny, Geoff Rodder, John Preece, .ohn Barnes, Sue Greer,
Sue 4Adcock, Graham Jobey, Irene Watt, Paom Lew1%, Jackie Smith,
Sue Tucker, Wendy Smith, Sandra Watt, Sandra Smith, Janice
Cheer, Sue Berridge, Kareene Sparllng, Norah Hobcroft Helen
Hill.

CAIRN TRIP.
No. 899 | | Nov. 15~16th.

Weekend Party.
The Truck left Holt's about 6.152m. on Saturday Wlth only
5 of us Hastings bods. However, the number soon swelled to ~
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good sized party when vie picked up the Nap:er types at Fhﬂrerqngl
Rord.

The truck was usine a considerable =2mount of o0il and once

. we hed turned off the Puketitiri ro=d onto the road into Makshu
there was the occasional flash of the oil light. Futher =long the
road when it had come on continuously ,we thought it time to °
stop. So Peter went back to his home at Pukesitiri =~nd returned
with a can of oil. After a delry of an hour orsso we continued
onwards. A :

-We reached Makahu Hut at about 12,30pm. After some luwmch .
a party of 9 went off ahead of the others up to Kaweka J and over
to Bl=ack Hut. ' AU

Next morning as we were preparing to leave , three keen
types in the form of Tom Whittle, David White and dog, came down
from the top for a stroll. They, and the rest of the party had
spent the night at the cairn. They apparently had 2 comfortable
night desplte the miserable weather.

At 11 o'clock 211 were sssembled =t the cairn for a short |
service conducted by Phil Bayens. Soon after this =11 set out for
the m~d scramble down to Makshu Hut, then back to the trqnuport.

No. in Weekend Party., 18 = . _ Leader. Kelvin Walls.

Sandra Smith, Clare Wetherill, JTrene Watt, Glenys Richdale, Geoff
Richards, Trevor Ploughmsn, arthur Lacheny, John Griffiths,
(Black Hut Party.) : '

Peter Lewis, Geoff Persen, Brian Turner, David White. Eliz=beth
Pindar, Sue Berridge, Pam Lewis, David Schuiz. Tom Whittle.

Day Trip. o , S

© Thi s was another typical Cairn Trip - overcast and
drizzling all the time. The Cairn Trips with really fine
weather one can count on one's h and .

With civilisation encronching further into the hills, the
Kaweks tops are getting closer snd closer to the roadhead. Not
so long ago Makahu Saddlc was & day trip, starting from Whittles
woolshed, over Baldy9 down Gorge Sfream, up Littles Clearing
and then you picked your way through the bush and hoped you
would come out at Makahu, But mow you drive right over
Little's Clearing to the Bush, slosh over an extremelv mudly
buvdldozed track and gt to Makshu in approx 45mins. Gone is ™
the pleasant track through the odush. Is it all worth the
sacrifice? : S
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Unfortunately I could not make the weekend, so I left on
Sunday early, with Helen and Sue. We caught up with Maury and
family and Jim and family. Got to Makahu and much to our
surprise, there was nobody in residence. All had gone to the
top and some to Back Hut. Weather - light drizzle and over-
cast with low cloud. Took it easy going up Makahu Ridge and
got to the Cairn with plenty of time to spare. Held the
service, 34 prcsent =nd got Kevin Taylor to lay the wreath.

The Weather did not encourage us to stay long on the tops
and we all made our way down in good time. Through the bush,
over the muddy track to the transport =nd home at 5. Not bad
g01ng from 5am to 5pm.

No. in Day Trip. 13 Phil Bayens Leader

Helen Hill, Sue Adcock, Maury & Barbara Taylor with Robyn,
Susan, and Keving Jim Glass with Susen & Karenj; Malcolm &
Roslin Ellis.

- —— . 2 A1 oo . Sare e

GUI PARKED 5th Nov. 1969,

H.T.C.'s celebration of Guy Fawkes went off with the usual bang
and roar, this time on the Awatoto waterfront. Thanks to Phil and with
the use of his big truck and a working party of three, we gathered a
large load of tinder dry material from a newly demolished old house and
transported it out to the waterfront where a bonfire was soon construc-—
ted with the aid of a dozen o0ld tyres. As darkness approached more
bodies kept coming until, in all, 80 big and little children swarmed
around enjoying the fun of flreworks and munching sizzled sausages.

Two characters had an unscheduled swim in the tide, otherwise the
evening passed very happily without accident, and the dying embers of
a successful bonfire were dowsed by the last stragglers at 1O0pm.

............ P.M.L.

TRUCK MATTRESSES COQVERED IN MUD

Over the past twenty years WE have owned four trucks, all of which
have given us good service. To keep fares at a reasonable figure work-
ing parties have been held to offset truck costs: e.g. licence fees,
registration, tyres, batteries, wvalve grlnds, gear box repairs and
other maintenance costs. : '

‘ Quite a substantial amount of OUR money has been invested in our
latest truck, its canopy, 2 motor overhaul and alsoc four new mattresses
purchased for OUR comfort. These new mattresses have becn treated as
doormats judging by the muddy footprints on them. Bring a plastic bag
for your filthy footwear. WNo boots should be worn on OUR truck.

Bring another plastic bag for all your lolly papers and greasy fish

and chip wrappings. The first ones back at the truck at the end of a
trip could use the broom provided to give it a goo€ sweep out. Do
YOUR pert to keep it clcan.

W e o0 s i o o -
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ECOLOGICAL SOCIETY 1969

August 27th-31st

As I'd missed the annual meeting two years running and a number of
interesting addresses by people whose work I had been interested in I
made a bird of attending this one though it was being held away down at
Dunedin. However you can fly nowadays, and,. however expensive, it is
quick, so I huzzed straight down and back.,

Papers on snowgrass, silver beech (Tararuas), Westland National Park,
deer and chamois (Travers Valley), Chathams, Kidnappers, How to mark Grass-
hoppers, Himitangi Sand-dunes, Rooks in Scotland; as well as learned ones
chock~a-block with complicated mathematical formulae, so that though there
was no tramping, even on the field-day round the back of the Maungatua
Block where there were still a few late snowdrifts, we covered a lot of
country in words and pictures, if not on foot.

What makes it worth putting on record for "Pohokura" is the number

of H.T.C. and Hawkes Bay representatives. Ken Tustin, back from British .
Columbin to Forestry at Rangioras Dick Esson, an early member of the Club,:
and Robertson, whom I'd taught at Hereworth. Several people had been on -
the forest surveys in the Ruahines or Kawekas and the Forester in charge of
the plantations round Lake Mahinerangi, had just come down from the Mohaka
Forest at Kotemaori a week previously. All this talent made it a sort of
Hawkes Bay reunion, and a gay time was had by all.

Most of the mob took off at the end of the field day on the Saturday
afternoon, but evén for the rearguard the fun wasn't quite over. I found
myself roped in on the Sunday morning to go hunting for a couple of
colonies of supplejack reported in the Leith Valley, on its southern 1im2t.
OQur information put us pretty well spot-on and after a bit of scrambling
round and arguing over the map we were successful in locating both. This
made us ravenous. and before catching our plane we managed to persuade a
surprised but friendly restaurant, very posh, to give us a meal, wreathed
though we were with gurlands of supple jack.

: N.L.E.

ALPINE INSTRUCTION COURSE

The Alpine Instruction Course consisted of three separate sessions
as followss- v

Titahi Bay - 9-10 August 1969

Assembled at Porirua railway station at 11 on Saturday morning and
travelled to Titahi Bay. While waiting for the heavy rain to stop, listen-
ed to talks and demonstrations on the use and care of climbing equipment. '
The rain stopped late in the afternoon and allowed a small amount of prac-
tical work such as belaying and rope handling with the emphasis being on
the development of a good style. Tea was followed by films on snow-craft
and rock-climbing and general discussion. Returned to the rocks at Titahi
Bay on Sunday morning for more practical climbing - belaying, safe use of
runners, abseiling. Left for home at 4pm. )
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Egmont - 6-7 September.

Left Palmerston North at Spm on Friday and arrived at Dawson Falls
at 9pm. Waited here until 12pm for the rest of tho party ard set off for
Kapuni Lodge soon after they arrived. Ilede an eerly start on Saturday

-morning and spent all the morning on snow-craft, siep-cutiing, bslayving
and self-arresting. The afternoon was spent carrying an injured ciimber,
who had fallen and broken his ankle, out to the road to a waiting am-
bulance. Returned to Kapuni Lodge in the late evening. Weather on Sunday
morning showed signs of breaking but we managed a bit of crampon work and
returned to the hut at lunch-time just as the weather broke. A hurried
lunch and clean out of the hut with a wet trip out fto the rozd and off
home just before 3pm. .

Ruapehu =~ Labour Weekend.

Arrived at the '"Top-of-the-Bruce'" at 12pm on Triday and afve. corting
out the gear, set off for the N.Z. Alpine Club F:* hore most of the party
had arrived by 3.30am. Saturday morning wes spsiu on cravasse rescae work
and a general revision of techniques. The afterncor was spent clirhing
some smzll bluffs near the Hubt. At twilight we hod a good variciy chow of.
people 1:arning to ski, while some even attempted to slide down a siope on
a large piece of wood. An carly start on Sunday as a climb to the top was
planned, and most spent the day climbing the peaks around the crater. lake
as well as the top. Monday morning ushered in foul weather. gso we packed
up the gear, cleaned up the Hut and left for the road.

Club members on the Tourse: John‘Titohenarg Tom Whittle, Chris Persen.

PRIVATE TRIPS
ROUND TRIP TN THE KATMANAWAS Nov, 8-i6tn

At 9.152m on 8th November six bods left ths wwhinles at the en’ of
access 15 on the Desert Road and headed up *re Waikato (Tongariro) Diver.
The weather was perfect and our enthusiasm for nine days in the Kai~anawas
high. A short listance above the confluence of the Waikato and the Wai-
pakihi Livers we left the Waikato anu tramped up a spur leading to “he
"Needles" and Waipahihi (5072!'). A battle with scrub and lawyer followed
that left scars for the rest of the trip, and it was not until lunchtime
that we could actually see our gecal. At 2.25pm we reached the tussocked
tops and stopped for a welcome brew at a small stream. Liuch revived we
then climbed up Waipahihi and took in a fine view. From her? we moved
along th> ridge which divides the east and west branches of the Sy
River and made camp on the edge of a patch of bush just helore

The next day dawned clear and promised to be even hotter than the
last. Leaving late, at 8.45am, we dropped devm %o the WMoawhangs Erst
River and climbed to the divide of the Mosvhrugo an’ unper Pangitikei
watersheds, then moved down this low brozd ridze +o YMedumetaei. This took
most of the day, the shimmcring tugsock ard slumost ztill =ir giving us no
relief from the brillians sun. The Motumatai hut site (hut Adcstro,d)
was the camp site thui night and a delicious s%iew was devoured followed
by fruit and puldizng and copious quantities of tea. ‘
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The Pinnacles lying to the east of our cwoup were » tempiing challenge
for the next cday, bui these were left for tuc nexi *rip. Instead, we
crossed to the Rangitikei River and made our way up a2 side creek just
downstream from the Waihinaki Stream. This proved to be a good move =28
apart from a single waterfall the going was not too difficult and we
reached open-tussock by lunchtime. In the afiernoon we climbed the end
of the 1ange ccntaining Tawaki Tchunga to view on the easitorn side the
great tussock-covered Ngamatea Plateau and the Kaweka and Ruahine Ranges
in the cdistance.

Moving north along the ridge it became apparent that the objective

Golden Hills Hut - could not possibly be reached that night, so the
next best alternative wes settled for - Peteris Hut. From the knob
above Pcter's Creek estimates were made as to the position of thc hut,
and after some fossicking around it was located in a beautiiful =pol on
the bush edge with a2 fine view south to Anrergi. The hut, Luil® of hand-
‘hewn timber and malthoid, was no* impervious to the liss desirable forms
of wilclife, and most of us elected to sleep ouiuidie.

Next day we climbed Tawaki Tohunga then moved north along the tops,
stopping for lunch on the way, until we reachsd tte o0ld bridle track
which connects the Te Apunga (Kaimanawa) Hut and the Golden Hills Lut,
From here an easy downhill tramp brought us to Golden Hills Hut by /dpm.
Some ol the local history is given in the hut book here and it wns read
with much interest. Although some prospecting was done in the area, the
name is derived from the colour of the tussock rather than the presance
of the mineral. Because we werc behind schedule we pushed on to Boyd's
Hut, three hours away. This hut is situated helow = high pinnacle called
Boyd's Rock, the view from which, by all accounts in the hut book, justi=-
fies the climb up. A nev "Boyd's Lodge'! complete with airstrip her been
built near the old hut, an¢ we met an aircraft engireer who vas rep2iring
a recently damaged plane there.

Climbing a low saddle on the eastern side of the Ngaruroro River
next dayv, brought us to the ncadwaters of the Oamecru Siream, a iributary
of the Lohaka River. A good disced track was then followed and The open
river hed above the confluence with the Kaipo Stream was reachec by
lunchtime. We headed up the Kaipo Stream but were overtaken by darkness
The party was divided cn whether to tramp on 1o Lunkirk Hut wdt tha ce-
cision to stop there was » wisc cne rs the estimeted half ho in the dark
stretched into three and a half hours next day. The Kaipo Siream =nnears
to be a2 gond fishing spot - lots of cdeep po 0155 ne watcrfalls, and casy

ge

tracks - we even saw some trout too!l

A substantial morning tea at Dunkirk Hut roxt day cet us vc..nt for
the c¢limlh to Ngapuketurua. Foriunztely ae route was woll diseced ©7 no
navigation problems held up progress. By 2.00pm we were above the oush-
line and 4.pm saw us on the top. From thiu vcint w2 could s2e Laxke Taupo
and Lake Rotoairs but the view south was gpoilt by zome ominous clouds.
Moving quickly, as time was against us once rzain, we rceched the Tomim-
brite saddle by 6.30pm. Comp should have been rad: Lore bul thinking the
Waipakih- Hut was still within zeach we carricd on. At dusk we macds our-
selves as comfurtshie =s possible on a narrcw sloping Jedge just below
the ridgr *top, atc a few spricots, =and went So sleep.
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We awoke st Sam next morning in a cloud; had a few more uPIlCOtS and
gnt under way as quickly as p0851ble. We reached Waipakihi Hut in 1% hours
at 6.45am and set about the serious business of catching up on meals -
having last night's tea, breakfast and lunch almost in one sitting. As
the.hut was pretty dirty we spent the rest of the day cleaning out the
hut and the meat safe, much to the satisfaction of all.

The last two days were spent returning to the vehicles via the Middle
Range. On Saturday we climbed back to the tops and headed south to
Thunderbolt and west to Karikaringa. A high camp was made that night just -
before Karikaringa. Sundey saw us on Karikaringa, on Patutu; then crash-
ing down to the Waipakihi Stream and the vehicles. The last view, from
Patutu was magnificent. The entire Kaimanawas were visible and we could
pick out our full cirle route with much satisfaction. In the nine days
we covered a great distance and passed through a wide variety of country.
The time spent in each area was far too little to appreciate them fully
and although some parts of the trip were described as "oncers" I think
most of it will see us there again before too long.

o C.B.8.

. g et s, S o e e et

MIDDLE HILL - MAKAHU 16-17th August

On arriving at Jack Nicholas's hach late on Saturday afternocn the.
party quickly ambled off with Pete to set our course to Middle Hill Hut.
After half an hour our temporary guide returned to the Kombi via Round
Hill while the big three continued on to the Hut. One and a half hours
later, in semi-darkness, the red haven was spotted from on top of Iha?a.

Early next morning (11.15) in misty rain we left.the very comfortqble
hut for a rclatively level trip to Kaweka Flats Bivy. The levelness was
extremely debatable after many speedy steep drops into swollen streams and
rather slippery climbs back onto the Flats. :Most of the time visibility
wag no more than 25 yards and precious little was learned about ‘the sur-
rounding area. To reach the bivy it took 3z hours (normally 2¢). Here we
stopved for lunch. At 3. 30pm tracks were made for Makahu Saddlc where we’
had arranged to meet Pete at 5Spm. Persistent rain made things cold and
miserable but with a song or thres time passed more quickly. After a
while we met the hunting teack which branches off the main track and goes’
up between Makahu anc Dick's Spurs. One. or tw decided to explore it; so
all went along for half an hour to fill in time. Once we had returned to
the mein track it wasn't long until we reached Makahu Hut where the log
was filled in, but because it was late as well as cold no one stopped. -
After half an hour S sloehln& in the immortal mud of the Black Blrch we
welcomed Pete! s ‘cheering company and the Kombi's shelter.

Gettlng.dqwn the Black Birch was only a2 matter of p1301ng the wneels
in ruts made coming up and slithering down in foot deep mud. Dmy- clothes.
were donned at the quarry, from where we returned to Napier. h o

Our sinceéTe thanks to Pete for providing transport and a yarn or twa.

¢.P., K.P., G.R.

A L i S e G e
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ROCKS AHEAD HUT AND STREAM
16-18th August 1969

Saturday -~ After an essy walk into Makahu Hut, I wrote my intentions
and name in the book, then headed up Makahu Spur into heavy mist. The
tops were covered with ice 2nd snow that was unaveidable. A short dis-
tance down.Back Ridge the mist cleared to reveal an overcast sky. I
reached Back Hut at 11.402m had an early lunch then went on over Stern's
Saddle to Maminga. From here the snow slowed progress to Back Bivie
where I found the track to Rocks Ahead headed and after marking it more
clearly arrived at the hut at 3.20pm where a comfortable night was spent.

Sunday - At 6 .50am I could think of better places than wading up the -

. cold Rocks Ahead Stream with the weather threatening to rain. Almost

four ‘hours later I replenished my body which took over an hour in heavy
rain. I had come through two gorges, one filled with large boulders, the
other barely 12 fect wide, with a waterfall at the head of each. A short
distance after the second a stream entered on my right, that on my map
would lead to Back Hut, but didn't look big enough. So I carried on trying
to convince myself I was right and came face to face with two big stags
(OH HOW I WISH I HAD MY RIFLE) on a flat area on the right side of the
streams. From here there were some sharp turns in the stream, then it
eased out again to where I sat some distance on. '

The map didn't show any sharp turns and from the distance I had as-

sumed I had travelled I should have come to the main turn off by now.
" Leaving the warm fire was hard but it was good while it lasted. Ten
minutes later I came to a fork in the stream, and took the right one that
. was narrower anc more rocky than the main stream. Some distance up I

" climbed around the right side of a waterfall then, about equal distance
further on, Aanother. This I climbed around to my left up about 300 feet
and then climbed up to a-ridge to see just where I was and found Mamings
across the stream and Stern's Saddle to the left. I followed the ridge

up but was nmklng no headway so returned to the stream. I had lost val-
uable time going up the ridge but finding where I was put my mind at ease
and with more determination I headed up the now murky stream. Further on
was another large waterfall with a side stream and like a nut I continued
on until through the low cloud I saw a jagged ridge on my right. By
rights this should have beén Back Ridge and it hasn't any jagged points.
So out with the map and I found that this ridge was between me and the hut.
I climbed up to the lower part of the ridge, headed up and could see Sterns
' Saddle on my right and knew the hut wasn't far off. Further up I started
to sidle down and at a high point I could see the hut and it wasn't long
before I came out of the bush below the hut. The rain had eased off since
I left the main stream, but now, only a minute from the hut, it just poured
down. It was after 5pm when I stood in the hut cold, wet, fatigued but
glad to be there. Going over the top would be out of the question as dark-
.ness was falling and weather conditions were bad, so I ate and got into

my sleeping bag knowing that things would be rolling back home as I was

due out that night. '

Monday - At 7.152m in fine rain and with clouds covering the ridges I

headed out. On Dack Ridge a cold ané bitter wind was blowing, snow had
fallen during the night and visibility was poor. Once over the top and
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heading down Makahu Spur the wind and mist weren't so bad ond the mist
cleared just zbove the hut. I entered my arrival in the book and went
to the forestry base to get word out that I was all rlght and was coming
.. out, and urrlved in sttlngs at 12 noon. .
: D.W.

__.._..__..;-—_.—-_

UPPER MOHAKA RIVER

Wov.9th 1969
A day trip, dual~-purpose (1) to see how far the first instalment of
construetion work had taken the track which the Forest Service plan event-

ually to extend from Puketitiri Hot Sprihgs.to Turangl, (2) for the fisher-
men to try th01r luck. w1th the Mohﬂka trout.

The track is qulte good, though some partq may. wash aw@y next winter.
Even though considerable blasting was done, a well- bent mattock, discarded
beside the track, glves an 1nélcatlon ofthe.toughriess of the rock. The
track, until next year's construction stzrts, ends in the scrub high above
the top end of "The Narrows'", which is well over halfway up from the Springs
to the Makino and could be quite useful as.it should now be poessible to get
down quite easily from the moutn of the Makino w1thout hav1ng to swim or
ollmb hundreds of feet around bluffs.' -

The river was lower than normal summer level, andy fpr-the‘Mohaka,
exceptionally warmy we were able to wade in waist deep without discomfort.
- Huge fish followed the lures most excitingly but just didn't bites only
one tiny thing, so small it had to be let go again, was caught. But in
such pleasant conditions it was the sort of trip to-gain new recruits for
the Accllmptlsﬂtlon Society qnd new customers for shops selllng fishing
rods.

Wendy Snlth ( & dog), ﬂr¢ & Mrs. Smith, Peter Jone, Snndra Smith,
Peter Lewis. Coa T e "

s o s o o . G e o s

POHOKURA / IKAWATEA / OTUPAE RANGE
' Aug. 30, 31 Sept.lst

Having heard about so many newer members' enterpr131ng trips, four
"veterans", with. between us a total of over 23 years membership of the
H.T.Cs, decided to show that we too were prepared to take on a somewhat
. longer than usual trip to explore new country. None of us had ever visited
Pohokura Outstation, which is in the broad and quite low-lying area of hills
and gullies south of the Napier-Tal hape road between the Comet, to the E.,
qnd Otupae Range, to the West, so ‘here was our opportunlty.

Away from Hastings at a 01v1llsed time, between 9 and 10am. First
mishap came half a mile after leaving the Taihape road when the driver was
too hesitant on approaching mudhole; Kombi boggeds Brenda hurt her back
pushing it out. Left vehicle on edge of long descent into valley some 3
or 4 miles in, strolled down and had a chat with one -of the farm workers
in residence at the hut. Had a leisurely lunch by a sm=211 stream. Worm
afterpoon, easy going along farm road, the milés passed by almost un-
noticed. Crossed Taruarau River on an old, narrow swing bridge,'wandered
‘up to outstation homestead past several big black bull who pulled unfriendly
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faces 2t us. Chaps at the homestead were quite friendly when they found
we had no rifles, "but made it quite olear that ne :ghonters are permitted
on the place. (They told us of their latest reason to be susplclous of
visitorsy someonec, not long before, had left open the little gates at
either end of the swing bridge. A nob of curious sheep-had crossed, and
then set out to return while' others were still crossing. Unzble to turn
round when they met; and shoved along by other sheep from behind, 28 in-
lamb ewes had been smothered).

From the outstation we wandered down and crossed the Ikawatca, sur-
prisingly deep and cold, then plodded up an olcd bulldozed track through
the scrub to the south until we came to two old huts, one derelict, the
other not so bad but apparently little used and deeply littered with

'possum croppings. By now it was a-bit late in the day to be thinking

of meking for Ikawatea Porks Hut, and this was a most pleasant spot for
sleeping outs  short ‘dry grass.under big trees, with plenty of scrub-near=
by to makc a-bed. After a good feed we sat beside the glowing embers
resulting from a2 pile of old pine-cones about 2 couple of feet hmqh and a
yard wide, untll the moon came up. : :

Sunday, Wwe were. awakened by a great racket of- blrés in +hc trees,
'blackbl*cs, thrushes and all sorts, all trying to out-shout one. ancther,
while the clear fine morning light spread over the foghflllec VﬂlTey be—
low to brighten the dewy grass and- the spiderwebs beside us. When we dicd
‘flnﬂlly depart, we climhed the hill behind our grassy ledge ancd spent some
time looking over the considerable area of lowland between us and the Rua—
hines, before scrambling down to the junction of the Ikawatea and the
Makirikiri: +the former appears narrow and gorgy, but passablc, but the
latter definitely . not, with waterfalls, narrow slits, tumbled boulders
and pools. ' ’ ERER '

A% this stage, the combination of circumstsnces - all of the porty
feeling fit; perfect day: nearness to farmland: ledus to a wrong decision.
Why not make a "small" detour, up and along the top of Otupae Range, on
our way back? Quite forgetting how many miles we were from our transport,
and that the map showed a ¢Iimb of 3000 ft ‘ahend. of - us; away we weni. Not-
bad at fi-st, the Bush soon became thickly cloggcd w1+h undergrowth, bush-
lawyer etce.. We thought it couldn't be as bad as that all the way. It was
worse! Higher up, some ice-storm yecars ago had bent and broken the trees
into a horrible tangle. Ton late to turn back, we thought the skyline v
shead must be the top. It wasn'ty neither was the next hump, nor tae even
nearer vertical one after that. Weather changeds cold rain, Togs ground
very sliynery. Stop for a fecds on, up and up; out into the gale on the
top a+ 4.50pm, less than:two hours of daylight left, visibility 20-50 yds.
Push on northwarés al ong the top, squelchy moss and patches of old icy
snow, twe magnificent deer prancing playfully ahead of us, not gquite out
of sight in the mist, for most of the way (a sight. we may not see again
very often as meast-hunters are sa1€ to have cleaned out this area since).
5.50pn, in pouring rain, turn off . corner of range down old stock
route. Danger of steep wet tussodk S1opee emphasised by one bcd_stumb—
ling and(:urtllng down 30 ft before being ahle to stop. Darkness at
cdge aof scrub. Stumble on for-ancther hour in the dark, hillside pltted
with pdd??AfTOm ol7 plg-rthlng scrub thicker, still hundreds of feet



27.
ahove fargland?_ﬁt last we have the sense to say "enough of thls"'

Qut with the old carbice 1&mp, cut a pile of scrub to keep,us off
the ground, spread our 9 ft x 6 ft sheet of polythene to cover from the
feet of our sleepingbags up to above waist levels into our sacks, parkas
over our heads and shoulders, a bite to eat, and then settle down for an
amazingly warm and comfortable night. Up at daylight, weather clearing,
down to the Taruarau for a boil-up, and then the long trudge out. Every-
one still cheerful and geing wcll, though that last long climb At the
finish did seem to slow us. _

Driving.back: time to think over excuses, and replies fer the sar-
castic remarks which are bound to be passed. (One advantage experienced
trampers do have is that they have fairly well-trrnined parents who dont
worry more than they need to.)

Brian Smith, Paul Frude, Brenda-Butcher, Peter Lewis.

SOCTAL NEWS
Births: To Tony and Marion Corbin =-a daughter.
To Ian ﬁhﬁ,Pat Berry -ra-son. - -
To Sally and Tony Bryan - a son.

Engagements: Pam Lewis to Brian Turner.
' Alex Buchanan to Phillipa O'Brien.

' Harilyn Challice to Grah am Thorp.

Movess: Tony Mert to Dunedin. .
Graham Soppitt to. Fiji.. :
Keith Garratt, back from Sarawak, has been app01nted to Rotorua.
Roy Swain is now on Raocul Island.
John Tltchener is at Massey.

Alex Buohanan has been included in the 1970 Andean Expedition.
NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the follow1ng new members 45 the clubq

John Préece, Arthur Lacheny, Sue Tucker (Jr.).

SUBSCPIPTIONS are now 6ue. If paid by 3lst December, 1969, they are re-
ducible to $2. for s1ng1e members and $3.,for marrled couples.

s G s 4 St o S S, S s

THE FIRST MEETING next year will be held on Wedﬁesday, Tth January,
1970, in the Radiant Living Hall, Warren Strect North, Hastings.

a2 s v o e - e —




Date

19697~

DEC.13

14
1970
- JAN,
T~ 8

.11

. 24-25 .

FEB °

21-22

21-22

27 30
Easter

L i. . APRIL

18-19

L LT
FIXTURE LIST

e e Fare o e
Christmas Party at Tukituki River
Picnic at Ferny Ridge, Puketitiri . . $1.

vMAROPEA HUT - COLENSO LAKE ‘Ruahines. $1

 MARATHON & PICNIC - Kuripapango.

This trip has been de31gned for everyone., Thé four

- days have been spaced so that the speed of the

party can dictate where each night is spent.

$1.

Now an annual evént, the club Marathon and picnic

is held at Kuripapango.

MAKAHU - KIWI MOUTH - MACKINTOSH, Kawekas. = $1.
A Friday night start is intended for a fit party
on this trip. An easy trip will also be held
around Stucholme's Saddle and Mackintosh Plateau.

LILO TRIP, NGARURORO RIVER. $1.

inother popular snnual event which is spent
liloing cdown the Ngaruroro river to the north
of Kuripapango.

WATKAMAKA WORKING PARTY. o - $1.

This should-be a good chance to finish the painting
of the hut. For those who are not:engaged in the
painting there are track repairs to be made both
sides of the Waipawa Saddle.

LAKE OPOUAHI (via Tutira) = $1.77
Rock climbers will be able to give instruction and
also gain more experience Qn‘the rocks around lake.

BUSHCRAFT WEEKEND. (Hot Springs Puketitiri) $1.

Here is a chance for new nmembers to . learn the cor-
rect méthods of river cross1ng, compass work and
general bushcraft.

RUATAHUNA - WAIKARE JUNCTION, Ureweras. $7?
A chance to explore new'country on a 'round trip
ir the headwaters of the Whakatane River.

SMITHS CREEK (Vla Walpgwa Base) i $1.
An . ecasy cay trip into Smiths Creck from the Wai
paws river. The more energetlo types can cllmb
to South Rangi.

KAWEKA TRACK - MACKINTOSH PLATEAU - LAWRENCE HUT. $1.

Intenced as a camping trip, this should be a good
chance  for members to practice what they have
1egrned on the Bushcraft weekend.

—...-.——...—.._..—-——.-

Sue Adcock
Has.78.285

K2y Johnstone
Nap.35.147

Trevor Baldwin
Has. 77.711

Maury Taylor
HMN 829

Grzham Thorp
Nap. 5260

Kelvin Walls
Has. 84.966
Warren Gree

Has. 69.739

Geof Righards
Nap. 38.894

Chris Persen
Nap. 35.254

Fixture Cttee
Nap. 5260

David White
Has. 86.671

Randal Gold-
finch
Tdle. 8706

Geof Persen
Nep.35.254 _ -
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MAY
T 3 TE KOWHAI GURGE. $1. Tom Whittle
An easy day trip in the back of Puketitiri. Patoksa 850
16-17 COLENSO TRACK. (Track cutting) $1. Alan Berry
For a long time we have been gring to clear the Has.T7T.223
Colenso Track. So here is a weekend which has
been set aside for this purpose. Camping out
will be necessary.
30-1Jun WATERFALL CREEK - MANGAWEKA TRIG. $1. Phil Bayens
Q's With bad weather a possibility this trip will give  Has.84.498
B'day ample experience in both gord and bacd weather
conditions. '
JUNE
14 WAIPIROPIRO SPRINGS, $1. Pan Lewis

A pleasant day trip to the hot springs in the Has. ?
Pohokura Valley.

FARESs Are reducible by 20c. for seniors, half fares for juniors
by 10c¢., if paic¢ at the meeting bhefore or on the trip.

ANTI-LITTER II" THE HILLS

Paper and Peelings - Burn! These Tins - Burn! Bash! Bury!

We quote the National Parks Authority:- "Leave nothing but your
footprints.”

XXX XXXXXXEXXXXXAXXXXXXXXXXXAXXXXXXZXXX
: OVERDUE _TRAMPERS :
X IF a2 Club party at any time becomes overdue, would parents or X
X members please first contact one of the followings- X
%. Alan Berry 'phone Has. 77.223 §
X Maury Taylor " HMN 829 X
X Janet Lloyd " Has. 87.666 X
X ALL active trampers - please show this to your parents. X
§ XXXXXEZXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXZXZX %
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