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CALPINE INSdeCfIOm COU{SL 1968
conducted oy the Welllngton section of the N Z A C.

Four of us H.T.C. were able to attend this course which

was held on three weekends. [here were only four other. pupils .
(from Palmerston North), so we received vnersonal tuition and
covered a wealth of material both in lectures and practical
experience. - What one derived from the course was directly in
proportion to the effort one put into it, and we feel we have
gained a tremendous amount. The Instructors met us more than

half way, answering questions, guldlng and leading us, and
patiently correcting our fumblings. Course fees amounted to
only #6-30 each, this including most of the food, and we split"
the transnport costs amoneg us, the =alns certalnly outwelghed
the materlal costs.

- What nartlcularlv 1nﬂressed us throughout the course W&S'
the organisation and close liaison between the instructors,
working with us as a team and the continuity of their lectures
made it so much easier for us. We were challenged but not
pushed, and each of us advanced at our own nace. We were
given a good grouning in basic mountain craft and this will be
of great benefit to us nersonally and, we’ hope, to tha H. T C.
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as avwhole. Ve hope othep members will attend the course next
year.

April 6-7th. Iitahi_Bay

Leaving Hastings at 5-30am on the Saturday, we met the Instuc-
tors at the Porirua Reilway Station and were out at the coast
by 1lam. Bmb lcKegg lectured us on climbine technigues,
ecquipment including rovnes,slines, waist loowns, clothing,
Karabiners, boots, and oommonly used knots, demonstrating as he
talked. Then followed limbering up exercises of boulder honvning
along the shore front and Slmple free climbing up smaller

rosk faces. We were given instruction in the care, use and .
handling of ropes, followed by nractice where we ambled round
the cliff faces roped to our ' instructors, leading and b&ing .
led, zetting experience in carrying loons of rope and. keep&ngv
the right distange apart as we. traversed uneven ground, . . .
Demonstration and prootlce then followed of anchors for flxed
belays and arresting falls. DPerhaps the climax of the day was
the ascent of the "slab" which looked to be a vertically e
smooth slab of rock from the bottom, even steeper and smoother
when you were half way un, and a mere. footstool to greater
thines when vou evehtuallv;hauled‘yohrself on to the ton.

We were extremely fortunate in being billeted with Mavis
and. 3111 Davidson that night and after a tremendous dinner we
all gathered at David Brown's for a National Mountain ‘Safety
Film on. "Rockeclimbing",, recently filmed in Wellineton. “hen
followed tane recordings of a re-—enactment of a double fatsl
accident in the Alps. The, recording wes stooped at crucial
points and we were each challenged fo point out mistakes made
and te say hOW'tney could hrve”oeen -prevented, rectified once-
made, and how we would have overecome similar: difficu ltwesos;
After the unaccustomed exercise, the hot sun and the quallty
of our dinner, not even the boys could do justice to the ten
course supper provided by lrs Brovm. 3y 2ar Iavis a~d I had
caugnt un on 4.T.C. zossin and what luxury it was to sink into
a soft bed after exwectlng to spend the night out in the old
sack on the rocks. . : R '

9am Sunday saw us out at the Bay acain where: HrtlflOlRl
climbing aids were demonstrated and we hed tThe ovportunity of
practising climb. using pitons, the more adventurous going on
to use Nut-Runners. . Finally, the pr1n01ples of a05ﬁ111ng were
explained and we practised the various methods of chis down '
the slab. Ve spent the evening in Wellington socializing with
absentée H.T.C.'s and were back in Has*ings by midnight.

4th = 5th May.

) Iﬁls the first of the two snow crafi weekends and we all
met at the Massey University Alnine Club hut above Blvtre Hut
on Mt Ruapehu at Bldnlﬁht on Friday. :



i

_F -

The cooks were up by bam on Saturday and we were away by
Tam, taking 1+ hours of c¢limbing to reach the firm snow,
Instruction with ice-axes followed and we practised self-
arrests, pigeon-holing and stev~cutting. Roped u»n, we were
shown the different tynes of belays and how to handle the rove
while traversing. The weather closed in with thick fog,

freezing wind and sieet so we were backin the comfort of the
heated hut by Z2pm.

>

Following a brew and warm uvn, the instructors lectured us
on topics raneing from clothing and equivment to first aid,
Search and Rescue, weather forecasting, planning trins and-
artificial climbing aids. Bob McKegg and 3rian Ahern proved
versatile on the hut guitar, and Alpine Club ditties kent us
entertained over tes time. Then followed more discussions and
instruction before an early night with the promise of a.dam
start on Sunday. »

Sunday

Storms lashed the hut throughout the night and the win's
weee still screaming next morning with dowmpours of rain
“turning the freshly fallen snow to mush. In spite of the rel
entless efforts of some, most of us stayed snuggled un in
the warm until the cooks turned on breakfast at 9am. Practical
work was out because of "Hughies" ba d mood so we devoted all
morning to rope practice in the hut, the nunils demonstrating
techniques we had learnt, with the other nunils and instructors
looking on and critizing. Crevass rescue ws s exnlained and we
‘practised climbineg up to the rafters using prussic loovps. A
quiz proved most enlightening, eachof the nunils answering
questions such as "when to rone up" and their answers being
griticised by the rest of the group.

Barly afternoon saw us on a wet road heading for Waiotapu
hospitality. Iwo H.Il.C.'s met hitchiking on the road at Mission
Bay were stuffed into an already overfull V.W. and duly delivered
to Raurimu and we were back in Hastings soon after tam.

May 25 - 26th

This was also snent on Ruapehu. A rather cold Friday
night was svent in the Desert Alvnine Club hut at the Tukino ,
Alvnine Village. 3By 9am Saturday we were trudging on our way to
the Auckland Alnine CLub's hut, below the Whangaehu Glacier at
about 6500ft, which we reached in 14 hours. This is a neat
little hut, perched vprecariously on the very edge of a sheer
severel hundred feet high bluff. It has* One sleening come
sitting bench, and sun» osedly holds eight. With six instruc-
tors and 7 punils there wa sn't much room left to move but at
least.it was warm.
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. After a bite to eat we divided un, two of us sherine one
instructor, =and went our senarste ways. Snow conditions were
idea 1 and soon we were driving our cramnons alons, nractising

the rope techniques which had been shown us. Afew nlaces led

to sten cuttine 2 nd on an easy- face with a.good run off we:-
practised self arrests on cremnons (resulting in a few cart- - .
wheels) and then moved on to iced snow for further exnerience. : °
It was reassuring to feel the crammons bite into the ice but
gusts of strong wind nroved a oit disconcertine. We then made
our way upn the Whangachu Glacier to Cathedral iOcks, from wherc.
we could look over the fumming crater lake. while the others:
continueé self - arrests, belays and stev-cutting in ice. We
vere all back at the Hut by 5nm as the snow was icing over.
Evening lectures continued until 10nm a nd covered such topics
as climbing conditions in relation to time of day and wepthen_
rescue and revision of previous lectures.

Sunday morning was wet so the first two hours were snent on-
instruction in avalanche conditions, survival and rescue; snow
carving, snow and ice exverience and finally equivment. By
11.30am the weather was clearing so we went un to the
Mangatoetoenui Glacier below Te Heu Heu. to ' where several
crevasses yawned 1nv1t1nglg.‘ Here we nractised crevass
rescue and found Just how difficult it was %o climb orussic-
loops beside an ice wall. Ways of crevass extraction were
demonstrated and we nractised using ice serews and vnitons .
for fixed belays. Rovned un we then went our different ways
with our instructors, some nl:mo:LmJ to-Cathedral Rocks, others
going up the CLock Tower. Ihis: que us good -onportunity to-
practise climoing.on iced EOCL. “-We were ‘back dovn at the cars
by 4.30vm. After a clean un in +ho De 3rett baths, an
excellent meal and socislization with Annette and Russell, we .
were back in Hastings by 2.10am, sorrv to have finished such an
excellent courge and lehlﬂg,thpre hqd been more than three
weekends - in it. - »

R S PuMLL.

H.T.C. Members.?

Russell MWIllngton,'TreVornBaldwin,‘WSrren vreer,:EamuEéwis;

bxtracts from F.M.C. Sulletin, Jans; 1968.

REPORT ON 1Hy DEATH OF DAVID LHOMSUN ON MITR: PHAK

The deceased and four friends, ~2ll young university
studénts, entered the Tararua Range from the Masterton Road
head on 21st August, 1966, with the intention of tramping to




Dorset Ridge Hut. As they did not, however, reach the bush :
line until 3 v.r. they made camp there and decided to use the .
afternoon for a climb of liitre Peak. All were equinned with

ice axes and crampons, Thomson havipg borrowed a vair from a
narty member who stayed behind. The weather was fine and the
snow hard, excellent for cramvmon work. lNoving in two rones of
two they cllmoed the peak and when descending the ridge
towards Peggy's Peak, Thomson, who was lagst man, stumbled and
pulled his comnanion from his footing. They could not arrest
the fall, lost their axes and fell 500-600 feet down asteep
slove intersnersed with bluffs. They were found, still roped,
-at 11.%0 n.m., Thomson dead fror chest injuries, his partner
merely dazed a nd bruised, and were evacu=ted by heliconter
next morning. :

GO CLUST ON

Thomson's stumble was fortultously observed by a member
of the first rove and was almost certainly due to some mishavn
with his crammons. The deceased who had never worn cramnons
before, was handicapned not onlv by lack of trchhisues and
exnerience, but also by the fact that he wore 12 vnointers
which are harder to manage for veginners, that they were borr-
owed and therefore rnot fitted to his boots snd had strans ,
which were inclined to dancle. It was also noticed that his
trouser legs were hanging loose around his boots instesd of
being tucked into socks or puttees. In spite of these handicaps
he was descending last, an extremely resnonsible vosition,
especially if both rope partners move blmultaneouslva It

appears that when they fell, his surprised vartner was unable
to take any effective actlono '

Crampons are an 1nva1uable aid to safe qnd exhllar ting:
snow _and ice climbing but their use must be learned patlpntly
and palnstwklnv]v or they may becomé the very reason for serious
accigents. The risk of ill-fitting cramvons is a very real
one, and may not have been sufficiently appreciated. Concent-
ration and vigilance must not be relaxed after the summit has
been reached. The narticular responsibility of the last ma
in a descending narty has already been mentioned, his mista ke
can easily spell disaster for the whole rove. There is bo
doubt that under the circurmstances the climbers should have
belayed and noved one at » time. Traegic as the loss of a young
life is, it was fortunate that this accident did not result in
o, double fatality
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REPORT ON THE DHATA O
Ao W A. CHAPEAN AND C,A. SEYIH

Of W LALTS BRUN, UN_OR 43000 14th ¥e32UARY, 1967

i Chanran 2nd Smyth. two university students, left the Malte
srun Hut at about 52m. on the 14th February, 1967, to climb
lialte Srun by the normel west ridge route. Althoush the
orevious evening's weather forecest warrsnted the nlannine of
a climb, in the mornins2 one party in the hut decided not to
start because of an impending change in weather conditions.

In a vhotoeraph taken by one of the deceeased, at about 6.30am
and from an altitude of about 7,000ft. an obvious nor'west -
wind build uvn is shovm. 3y 10am there was a very strong nor!
west wind blowing and about mid-day it began to razin. That
night, the weather worsened to an electrical storm followed

by snow.,_ _A search was mounted_ on the nicght of the 14th and
was finally celled off on the 17th, as versistent bad weather
gave the climbers no chance of survival. -On the 25th of Feb-
ruary two climbers discovered the bodies on the usual route on
the west ridae just above the slones leading to it. They had
built two low rock walls to heln with the shelter. Chapman
was in a sitting position with Smyth face dovm across his
lower dody. Both wore Parkas .and long woollen trousers.

CONCLUSIUN

From the medicel findings and the position of the bodies,
it appears that Chevnmarn died of exmnosure and Smyth wes struck
down by lishting sometime after Chamman's death.  We can be
certain by thelr vhotographs snd the route they were following
that they would have clearly seen the ann roaching storm. They
nmust have undersstimated ite sveed of avnrosch and its severity
and left 1t too late to descend to a safe level, by aottempiing
to continue the climb in gsnite of the threstening storm.

he acclden®t anpears to be due to a serious error of
judgement vprobably influenced by ah urge not to abandon the

climb reasonsbly close to the surmit. While climbing technigues

can be lesrned in a short Sime, Jjudzement and discwbtion only
come after = lenethy apprenticeshirn in the mountsins. If the
unnecessary loss of voung lives is fto be avoided, we musd ;
redouble our efforts to imvress on =211 c¢limbers the need to
heed weather signs and to learn the wisdom of abandoning =a
climb in time so that 2 safe retrent is nossible.
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CLUB TRIPS

No. 854 ‘
Apple picking trip April 7th

‘Instead of going to Kawveka it was decided to go apple
picking 2t Mr. Pindar's Orchard9 Hills Rd., Hastings.

Soon after arriving twenty trampers began picking apnles
where Phil and Els- Payens had finished the day before.

By about Ly p.,ma we had fllled all Mr. Pindar's trailer
and had made just over $50 for the Club.

Despite the hard work everybody engoyed themselves,

No. in party 22

Saturday: Phil and Els Bayenso

Sunday: Peter Lewis, Alan Thurston, George Prebble, Elizabeth

Pindar, Margaret Turner, Margaret Culloty, David Hall, Graham
Griffiths, Briwn Turner, John Wright, Jim Glass + 1 Sue Adcoeck,

Pat Roberts, Margaret Buchsnan, Sue Taylor, Kath and Allen Berry
+ 26 ‘

No. 8E5 . o
N. W, Kaimanawas - Baster, 1l2th - 15th April 1968

Leaving the Taupc Road at the Poronui turnoff beyond
Rangitaiki, we .drove several miles in to\whene the roads
divide. Two go south, one of wvhich goes in to Poronui andfthe
other up the hill. Another’ro=d Hesds wegt, and the old:
Clement's camp mill road between them leads into the bush 0
the south west., Our tiansport wes left at the bush edge._'

A couple of miles alongrthe road, at One o the old huts,
we talked to a deerstalker who had travelled 211 the way from
Wellington for some shooting, only to break off a pull-through °
in thebarrel of his rifle as he was cleaning the oil out of . B
it ! After another couple of miles, we came to our turnoff
at Pirua Hut and stopped for early lunch., Some other hunders
waved cheerfully as they roared past in an o0ld car v1th a deer
on the back, but just around the corner the car broke down :
and for the next few minutes there was a remarksble acssortment
of bangs and splutterings as they tried to restart it.

From Plrua hut the track to Te Iringa hut is quite uphill,
but well marked, and did not take more than a couple of hours.
Next morning brought rain snd 50 yard visibility. The track
continued along the ridge for some time, then descended
steeply to the S.E. to a tributary of the Kaipo stream, one of
the headwaters of the Mohaka. On the way down we met .two
hunters who told us of some venison they had left in the fire-
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place of an old camp-site beside the stream, so arren put a
leg of it in-his pack. The track follows the stream down for
a vhile snd then goes south overland a short distance to a
tent camp on the Kaipo 41tself. As the rain had eased, we .,
storcped here for lunch, and then carried on up the Kaipo .
towerds Dunkirk hut. e soon began to make guesses about the
person who cut that part of the track. He must have been
no more than Uft tall jusging by the number of places the
track went under logs; have normally taken 5ft strides, from
the spacing of the steps cut in various places; and have
loved crossing streams on logs, sceming to have made as
many opportunities as possible to do so.

Well on towards evening, when wepwere nearing the head
of the Kaipo and it was becoming obvighgs that we wouldn't
reach the hut that night and would hav® to make camp at the
first suitable site; disester struck. On the edge s
small side gully perhaps 15 or 20ft deep, Warren stumbled.

- Usually the result of somethlng like this is Just a matter
- of picking oncself up end perhaps putting up with some
leughter from the rest of the party, but this was the unlucky
time. He fell outwards toward the gully and happened to land
on an upriaht piece of wood about a yard high, the remains -
of 2 small g—stumpn It was not sharp enowph to spear him,
but neither we® it rotten énovgh to crumble. On the pr1n01ple
of a pole-vaulter's poley it DlVOted at itg base and
atqpultgd,hlm to the bottom of the gully, vhere he lended
with a crack wich left little doubt that bones were broken.
It was here that Pam's cualifications vere particularly
oprecisted, ITis injured right shoulder wasquickly. diagnosed
as poesible dislocated- shoulder, probable broken collar-bone
and ribs., First-sid wasgiven. Everyone forgot any tiredness
of his own and worked mervellously, looking after the patient,
flndlng a place for a tent on the only level patch avallqble,
- a svwampy corner of the stream-bed; -clesring the site;
gacherlng fern for bedding; 1tch1ng a tent for him; and
preparing a hot drink on a D“iwuso» After he had been moved:
to.his tent came the Jjob of pitching the other tents in: the
rainy darkness, and finding enough unsaturated wood to make
a fire for ourselves. Our.old carbide lambs. really proved
their worth that night° So did the venison; it wss marvellous
how much we checred up. pter wve had eaten moqt of a large
billyful of good hot venison stew.

After all too few hoursof slecp we were up before day-
light, finishing off the stew, and four set out to find P
Dunkirk hut. For Warren to be able to walk out the way ve had
come in was unthinkable. ™We had to find out if there was
ony chance of getting him over to the hut in case the weather

worsened, and hoped that were was s good cut track from the
hut to one of the roads extending inland from the eastern
shores of Lake Taupo. As it proved, the track was pretty
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terrlble for about t*enty mlnutes from our camp, then climbed
out of the stream, went up on to a ridge and the main water-
shed, and, by now, a normal excellent forestry track, descended
into the TauPPnga—Tauno valley, down & side-stream, to the hut.
Study of the hut log-book gave no indication of any cut track
out, but as the going could hardly be worse than that Kaipo
stream track, the hut was not much more than an hour avay, and
there wasno future in staying in our camp with the weather as
it was, Brian and Dave went out to get help vhile the other two
left their packs and went back to bring Warren over.

Back at the camp, the others, with the waiting perhaps
harder than anything else had done marvellously well, making
a huge fire, cooking the rest of the venison and preparing to
strike camp. .

In a short time the patient wason the move, slowly and
painfully, his right arm in a sling under his "swannie" and
‘a good stout stick for leaning on in his left hand. Unknown
to us, down the Tauranga-T-upo our two messengers had met two
chaps connected with a family who, during many holidays over
the last fourteen years, have enjoyed the seclusion of this
valley, and constructed with much work a very hice log cabin.
They gave our boys full directions to the neasrest accessible
road, and came to help us.. Our first knowledge of them was
when Bongoola, walking in front as we came round a corner,
using his extra deep voice -to amuse our patient, and not
knowing that they knew we were in the area, suddenly put up
his hands and said "Don't shoot!" Apparently their riflés
wouldn't have taken long to get readv if he had been a real
‘stagd They improved the track greatly, rolling logs and
“boulders out o the way and breaklng brenches. Without them
that difficult part of the stream mlght have taken o long
that we wouldn't have reached thb hut before darke

Next morning, Monday, shortly after daylight, a helicapter
came in and laded.on the riverbed. The policem=n and the
pilot had alreszdy been on a reccue mission earlier in the week-
end, when they picked up .a hunter pa”alj%bd by the stings of
giant nettle., Warren was duly loaded in. Unfortunately the
door was shut against his injured shoulder. They had a rough
flight out, almost bruehing trectops to keep under the fog and
at one stage actual ly going backwsrds when wind gusts
excecded the machine's meximum speed. It was a good thing that
Brisn had brought his V.W. to Taupo after all, because after
the doctor had had a 1look at Wa?rsng he was ablc to take him
straight back to Hastings hospital.

The rest of us, walking out, were grateful for a billy of
tea vhiich some hunters camped down the river shared with us.
Bventually we left the river and crossed over to an old logging
track. Without the directions we hed been given, we might
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~e¢ll have taken two days to get out, 2s patches of bush are
thick =nd full of vines. Crossing the lasgt stream we met Dave,
who had brought the Kowbi as close as he #ould, and it was here,
less than half a mile from our transport, that Liz crashed
through a jumble of rotten logs which gave way under her feet.
She probably narrowly missed breaking a leg, and as it was,
gouged & big piece out from under the kneecap and damaged a
nerve so that the foot was hard to control. She wasn't very
comfortable being carried, but with help now and then managed

to stagger most of the way ont.

It was now -the Kombi's turn to- Urove its worth; in the
dark for miles over a disused track scoured into grcst channels,
bumolné sometimes scraping. the bottomy and. in placas vith a
front wheel Joff the grounduf

A hot drink and toaot at the Berry S caravan 1n ‘the Taupo
motor-camp fortified us for our drive home. Special thanks to
Alan for his organising and help9 10 Brian and Dave for their
dash out, and to Martin for taking so much extra gear in his
pack, as well as to those already mentioned. . Everyone else
in the party did very well too, proving that the Olub can not
only undertake long trips into new country but can oope with
unexpected misfortunes as they come.

Leader: Peter Lewis
Pam Lewis, Liz Pindar, Martin Dufresne, Dave Hall, Brian Mote,
“Alan Thurston, Ken Zambra, farren Greer.

No. 856
Makirikiri Hut - Ikawetca Forks 20-21st April 1968

The weather seomed certain to be bad; some of our gear
wes hardly dry from the Zaster trip a few days before; no one
knew just how long this trip might be; none of us had ever
succeeded in flnalng Makirikiri hut on previous attempts; and
the only fret on which people who gave us directions seumed to
be unanimous was thct it was not easy to find, so perhaps it
wag understandable that on our way over the Talhane road- the .
Kombi seemed rather loosely packed. Leaving it near the place
where the now non-existent roadman's cottage is marked on the
map, ve walked along the road to Otupae Station, asked
permisgion, and set off up a farm road which extends to the
esst and suth for about eight miles or so. A newly-built hut
well up the road provided some shelter from the southwesterly gale
while we ate some of our lunch, but a psrticularly heavy
sleet shover overflowed the tank, chasing out those who were
sheltering under the tenkstand, so we moved on. Conditions
were even more blcak up on the high open tussock plateau,
where we paused only briefly to talk to some hunters and 100k
at their transport:- a remarkavle homemade go-almost-anyvhere
vehicle incerusorating bits from a wide slection of old cars and
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- trucks, multiple gesrboxes and massive chains on Sp@Clally
made tyres;- before hesding down into the comparatively

sheltered Naklrlklvl valley. A recently cut track made
finding the hut alwmost too e;sy. It is a three-bunk, carth
floored old hut coverecd with flat 8alvanised iron shccts,
standing on a tiny pstch of flat ground beside the stream in
the bottom of a narrow, alost vertical-sided 1little gorge.
The hut is actually on the western, not the eastern side of
the stream wvhere the map shows it. You wouldn't be likely to
see it until almost on top of it.

A hot drink and thaw out in front of a good Msnuka fire,
together with the assurances of the friendly hunter in
regidence, that it wouldn't take us long, induced us to set
out for Ikawetea Forks Hut. A cut track leads from the bank
across the stream below the hut, up through hesvy scrub into
the two sizmble clearings upstream . on the far bank. e then
crashed down through tangled bush into a tributary o the
Tkawetea full of fallen logs, bushlawyer, wet overgrovn fern,

and waterfalls, fol'oving this down until 1t plunged over &
50 ft waterfall into the main river, where, fortunatel v, the
cliff on one side wasn't aquite vertical. Once on the bottom
of the gorze, which is mostly good going on flat shingle
and boulder beds, we recached Iksvetca Forks hut sooner than

expected becausc 1t is on the next fork downstream from
where the map shows it ' '

That cvening's stew was a deajloss, full of dried peas
and lentils ' hich secmed To remain hard as bullets despite
hours of cooklnDy but as-compensation there wsg the luxury of
a bunk with o foam mattress .for EVCFVOﬂba Down in that
nars ow gorgc, well below the level of even the Mekirikiri,
Baldy's transistor radio was having & difficult struggle to
make ruch noi%cg S0 we Elppt welle

Next Mo~ nlng ve found that flurries of snow during the
evening had not come to aything, nor had the river risén
much. One bod had ‘smme snxious minutes ' hen he tried a
different route up the c¢liff) After a boil-up at Makirikiri
all prosmcots of going over the Otup1e range being spoiled
by the weather, we dashed back the way we had come, Russell
avain running on shead to bring back our transport to meet
us. Back at Otupese, there was considerable amusement in the
antics of twvo young pigs, obviously captured vwild ones,
which were running around, checkier snd more active than most
puppies, annoying the dogs, stirring up the hens, and
generally gpttlng into as much.mlschlef as possible.

Lueder~ Peter Lewis. » ¢ : :
Graham Thorp, Trevor BaldW1n9 Alan Thulston, Brian Mote,
Russell Millington
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Shuteye - Maropba - Waipawa 5th May

Ninetsen trampurs left Hastings at 6.10 and another was
picked up at Te Aute.

We were on our way by 2,15 approx and arrived at Shuteye
at about 10.30. An hour later we left for the tops. We
decided not to go over Sixtv-six asit was covered in mist. We
headed for Maropes instead.

We left Maropes at 2. 30 approx and headed for the shingle
slide into the North Waipawa. The final group reached the
bottom of the sh ngle slide at L.00. The north Waipawa was
very rocky.and slow go:mg° '

. Soon after leaving: the bottom of the §1angle shdeGav1n
Sharp fell and sprained his ankle. Sue Adcock also fell
knocking her knee about. . - .

It a;gearéd that we 5ou1d be home after 10.00 so I went
out to Cullen’'s =nd rang up Alan and told him that we would be
' 1ateo ’ ' .

After thls I herded back up river to see if T could hclp
in any vey. -Shortly before 9.00 the 1ast arrived at the truck.
e got bpck tc H stings about lO°u5

- Leader: Grafan Grlfflths B
"No. in party 20. Elizabeth Pinder, K v Johnston@, Sue Adcock,
Dorothy Bownar;  ~ue Confort, Jackie Smlth Wendy. LeeVes;,;
Glenys Richdale, Psat Robert59 Peter Lewis, Roy Swain, Brian

" Turner, Alan Thirston, Richard Milne, Graham Thorp, John.
Titchener, Gavin Sharp, Ken Vnmbra9 Brian Smith.

No. 858 « : . o
Bushecrsft weeskend : May 18th:— 19th

The Makaroro river was the venue for our bugnﬁaft‘vsckbnd
the purvose of vhich wss to give some of the more 1neprr1aned
ﬂembbrs of the club a- chance to gain some pxpeﬁlenCL.

‘There vere fifteen on the mein trip v thh lcft Holt's

‘at 6.00 on Saturday mornlqg in fine weo+hure " After getting
permission at Yeoman's we: took the truck dovn to the old:
Vakaroro Mill, where pscks were organised nd we set off up
the track to the forestry base. From there we followed the
road down to the Makaroro. After deciding that the best: place
to camp would be on some little shelf up Gold Crcek9 we went
up it for about thr ¢ cuzrters.-of an hour when ve found just
_the right spot. Three of the party continued up to Gold
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Creck hut for 2 look up there. By this time the weather had
packed up somewhat snd was & little drizzly so most of the rest
of the daJ we s Spbﬂt in putting up camp, tent pitching fire
lighting and bivvy building.

At L. 30 p.m. three of us went back down to the truck to
meet a party thst was coming in after work on Saturday. On the
way down we ran into a duck shooter who gave us a demonstration
on how to shoot a pair of paradise ducks in full flight.

There was a big party of ten that came in at 6.30 p.ms
and made their way by carbide lamp back to our camp site in
Gold Creck. Tents were then erected and stew made for the
Saturday night psrty. A good night was had by all. and it wasn't
until about 8.3%0 a.mm. that everyone wasup and partaking of
breakfast. ' o

. After breakfast we went on with some first aid instruction
that proved very helpful for those in the party who hadn't done
much before. Actually the standard of first aid in the club
is not very high. As we are generally well away from help
vhen accidents happen it is the duty. of everyone o comes out
to have a good knovwledge of first aid,  that they can render
the best possible help to anyone who may need it. After the
first aid we wandered back down to the Makaroro to have lunch
in the sun. ' :

The rest of the afternoon was used up practising river
crossing and some of the rock climbers tried their luck on a
clay face. We then retuxnbd to the truck and homé after an
easy weckend. : ’ '

No. in party 25

Leader: Graham Thorp.

Russell Deakin, Noel Pulfcerd, Alan Thuwstong Kay Johnstone,
Warren Grecr, Peter Lewis, Brlan Turner, John Titchener, Anne
Calder, Gavin Sharp, Elizabeth Pindar, Wendy Lecves, Glen:/a:
Richdale, Raymond Cook o _
Saturday night perty: Pam Lewis, Anne McHardy, Pat Roberts,
Trevor Baldwin, Ruscell Millington, Sue Grecr, Brian Mete,
Xen Zambra, Clyde Nichols.

No° 859
- Mangatepopo Nwauruhoc June 1 -~ Lth

After some tran@ort difficulties, the main party left
Hostings in the truck at €.15 p.m. on Friday night . Three
- others followed later after waiting for one member to finish
- vork.- It had becen decided that we $ould go s8ll the way on
Friday night and aftcr a short stop in Taupo we ~ere on the
road again. The truck was running eXCLpthHcllj well and
thanks also to Graham's expert driving we all reached the
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Mengatepopo hut at 12.30 a.m. It uid not take long for every-—
one to bed dovn end by 1 a.m. thevhut was silent.

Saturdey morning wes wet and misty but we thought we
might be anle to go across Tongariro to Ketetahi so everyone
was away from the hut hy 9 a.m. We headed up towards the
saddle betvecen Ngauruhoe and Tongariro but as we got higher
the weather deteriorated, and as we ncarcd the saddle it began
to snow. As some o the party were not foeling too good we
decided to turn Dbrck. L11 were back at the hut by 1 p.m.
and after having some lunch, some bods tc¢nt to visit the
lava flows while others went rock climbing on some bluffs,
but they aid not have much luck asthe rock was too wet. Some
of the perty decided tc slecp out, so tmnts were pitched in
various pleces, but esrly in the nlght two bods who had got
B washed out of their téent came back inside .

Sunday dawned just the same as Saturday. Some of the
party walked to the Chsteau vhile others practised roping up.
Everyone was in bed eesrly as vwehad decided to get up at 4 a.m.
feeling sure that the next day would be fine,

At 4 a.m., on Honday it wes still raining . After wating
till daylight we decided to head for home . After cleaning up
the hut we left 2t 9 a.m. stopping at Lake Rotopounamu end at
- the Tongariro povier projcct information centre at Turangi.
After a stop for fish and chips ve had a swim at the De Brett
baths and it wasthere we had our first injury. One member
hit his heed on a b idge across the pool and he was taken
to a Doctor with suspected concussion. The truck then headed
for Hastings arriving at 6.30 p.rm. N '

No. in party: 318

Leader Russell Millington

Graham Thorp, Kay Johnstone, Elizabeth Plndar, Gue Adcock,
#lan Thurston, Russcll Deskin, Pecter Lewis, Trevor Baldw1n,
Gavin Sharp, Bert McConnell, Wasrren Greer, Susan Greer, Neil
Pulford, Jane Herper. Glenys Richdale, "endy Leeves,; = Raymond
- CoOK. : o ’

Wo. 860 (A) | L
Golden Crown - Arsnga Hut- Parks Peak hut June 15th-16th

It was still dark when we left Hastings so we were away
pretty well on time. Before we -left we picked up a bicycle
which would save us a wClk of about four miles. After asking
permissdon at the manager's house we put the bike at the end
of the road and  ent beck o the bottom of Golden Crown where
" we left the truck. It was still raining as we took off for
the tops. We slid up the very muddy and wet trask for just on
three hours to hsve a lunch snack on top. Here a fast prriy
went ahead to Aranga Hut to put on a brew. About 1.30 p.m.
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s low saddle that takes wvou into a large bagin out of vhich
the Makaretu river flows. The club hedn't had a trip into
this area for a number of yearss Well twentysix of us
intended to remedy this rhen we set out from Hastings on a
¢old frosty winter's morning. The first half of the ride was \
very ccld but things improved once the sun was up. At the
end of Kesshmir Rd we split up into two parties, the fast

lot going up on to the snow on Qtumore, the rest of us

going over into the North branch Makaretu. With the

fast party disappearing over the horizon the slow party

set a leisurcly pace up the Moorcock over the saddle where
there was a bit of snow and down into thick seccnd growth
bush, Half an hour or so down strecam on the left side,

but hidden from view, lies what we thought waes Black Stag
hut but wich we found out later from a hunter was Hidden Hut.
which is marked on the map as Saddle Hut, Black Stag Hut
being further down stream.

. After lunch -we climbed eastward out of the valley on
to a ridge which gave us a good view further down stream.
where the river opens up to run in a wide shingle bed. A
talk to a hunter with- half a decr on his back put us right
re the huts. ,

By thds time the sun was starting to drop so we hcaded
for home kecping to the high grassy ridge wich lies to the
east of the Moorcock till .it overlooks the Foregtry Base,
From this ridge we obtained some fine views of Tiraha and the
Sawtooth. L . e

,The fast party had a good dss, going upvon tofotumofeg
where they had. some good views and plenty of snow.  They
arrived back at the hut at the same time as we did.

No. in part 26.

Leader Jim Glass :

Roy Swain, Brian Turner, David White, Peter Lewis, Ray Cook
Graham Griffiths, Graham Thorp, Jim Patterson, David Mason,
Alan Thurston, Brian Mote, Warren Grecr, Tony Rule, Ken
Zambra, Clyde Nichols, Peter Framer, Georgze Prebble,

Alan Culver, Jackie Smith, Pam Lewis, Elizabeth Pindar,
Wendy Leeves, Glenys Richdale, Glenys Mcidam, Elaine Isdale

SOCIAL NEWS

Engagements Graham Griffiths to Margaret Turner.
Uarriages Graeme Evans to Ngaire Reic.

Bereavements: Our sympathy to Jim Glass in the loss of his father:
And to Stephanie Norton in the loss of her father.

Death: We regret to have to record the passing of Angus Russell. He
would have been 90 this month.
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Ang joined the Club in 1942. He had retired from work, but led an
extremely ~ctive retirement. In those days benzine was rationed and
nearly all club trips were per bicycle. gus anc. Clem used ‘to bike
out from Napier to Hastings.. The club trlp woul? consist of biking . up
to ¢leven miles or so nn¢ then tramping. On top of that they would
bike back. 3o N: pler.‘ .

“He was =n €1’lF incer's pattern maker by trads »nd carried round sone
very handy little tools, c‘esigned anc nmade by hinself. With his hatchet
he couléd do pr%ctlcqlly °nyth1né Angus, Clem anc Archie Toop were the
advance party that went up to Kiwi Saddle the Thursdﬂy hefore Labour Day
week-end in 1947 and had the fra wne. of the hut up when the main party.
arrived. Whenever Angus visited a hut he always made some improvement
o it. We will always remember the time he nended thc Kaweka Hut chim-
ney at 3 am!

As cook - there was the time Ang caught an eel in the Tukituki;
wrapped it in hark an? left it in the ashes of the fire overnight. "It
was “elicious! But it wasn't wise to trust him with the breakfast.

He was partial t» cheese and onion in his porrifge.

He was very keen on physical fitness and while we puffed anc panted

up a hill he would extol the virtues of breath control cocovoe

Buty, mest of =11, wc remember the twinkle in hl% very hlué eyes.:

Death of Mr. D. Cullen, Wakarara.

Mr. Cullen was a very g£oof friend to the H.T.C.. He was always-
very hblpful whun we were in trouble in ‘the Wﬁlpawa anc we have. fre-
quently enjoyed his hospita llry. We extend our sympathy to his wife..:
anc family. ' : N

Death of Mr. A. Tremewan.

It is Aue to the osteem in which Mr. Tremewsn was held that the
H.T.C., still h=as 2ccess to our old route into the Kawekas. It was
through Mr. Tremewan that we hear? so quickly about the vandzalism at
Kaweka Hut. In innumerable ways he helped the club and trampers were
always mace welcome in his home. We extend our ceepest sympathy to
Mrs. Tremewan, Annette,  =n~ qther members of the family.

e e e . S S e o~ e T an

% XXXXXXXKAAXAAA[(AXAXXXXKXXXXXXXAXXXKKKXXAXKXXAKXKXAK XKXXXAXAKXKAK§
X OVERDUE _TRAMPERS X
§ IR a Club qu y 2% any time hecomes overdue , would parents §
Do or members pleasc first contact one of the followingsz- X
X Alan Berry : - phone T7.223 X
X Haury Taylor - HMN.829 X
X Janct Lloyd 7 87.666 X
§ All active trampers ~ Please show this tﬂ your parents. i'
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXYAXKXXXXXXXXXKXXXKXXXXXXXXXAXXKXXXXXXXAXAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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NEW MEMBERS: We weleome the folloWinﬁ to the clube-

Glenys Hichiale, Wency Lebvxsg Jacqualine Smith, Dorothy Bownar,
Richard idilne (ohsentee). : . S

PHOTOGDAPHIC COMPYTITION

A six-monthly phﬁtO{rR“th oomnutltlnn is now open for inter-
ested H.T.C. members

Rulesg Slices, or postcard-sized prints, accepted (coloured or black
anc white). _
These nust have been taken on club trips or include club
activities. . v '
' The first threc winning entries (or copies of sahe
he conated at entrants e¢xpense to the Cluh Album.
Entries arc limited to fdur per pérson, anﬂ nust be clearly
namcd., :
AIl entrics are to he hancded to the Social COH“ltt“ hafore
the ond of September, '

O

~
8]
K
D
(ol

Hr. Baldwin hags kindly consented to act as Judge 2rd will review
" the eqtri@s 2% = club meeting cduring October.

e e o W v i 2

WOREING PARTY - MAIZE PICKING 13th ny, 68 °

m

Dhe” request for a teanm from the club to picl up maize that had
been fllattened hy the storm and was irrecoverable by mechanical means
was not received until the Saturday evening. It €ays a @nod deal for
the enthusiasn of members that more than twenty were on the joh the

ey

next Jay.

We were favoured with o perfect day and wvorkine conditions coul(d
not have toen better. After scavenging with grecat industry from
8.00 until 4.30 we had amassed a fairly substsantial heap of corn cobs
on the| harn floor, to be threshed later. 180 hushels of maize saved
for theg former and 370 in cash earned for the Club. . '

Pem Lewis, Sue Accock, Pat Roberts, Jackic Smith, Kay Johnstone.
Kath anc® Alan Berry (plus 2), Jim »nd Doreen Glass: (plus 4), doury
ané Bapbara Taylor (plus 3), Owen an Janet Brown (plus 1), Johann
Henry,| Liz Pindar, Simon Easton, Tony Hammond, Brian Smith, Brian
Turner, Pster Lewis, Davic Hall, Trevor Bn 1HW1n, Graham Thorp.
Alan Thurston. :

THANKS T0O MR. THOMPSON

For seven years we have had the use of a piece of Mr. K. Thomp-
son's land in Brookvale Roac, rops from that have wmaterially bene-
fited dur finances. We are very grateful to Mr. Thompson for this
help t¢ the cluh. UNow that we no longer have this source of supply
we have¢ to raise cash by other means. Hence the apple-picking
party mentioned in club trips and the above m“lZO—plC cing working
rarty. .
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CudNGL OF CLUB CAPTAIN

At the last Executive mecting Peter Lewis's resignation as Club
Captain was =ccepted with regret. Graham Thorp wes appointed im his
place and Peter takes Graham's place on the Committee.

. S.A.R. ALERTS
CENTRAL RUAHINES - 3rd & 4th JUNE, 1968.

The first indication of trouble was a nhone call from an anxious
parent late on the Moncay night, Queen's 3irthday. A party of members
of the Junior Bushmen‘s Club hacd been cue to return from a trip to the
Waipawa Saddle area by about 4pm on the Monday but they had not turned
up. After contacting the Police and making arrangements for the field
racdios to be obtained from Civil Aviation, further action was left
until the morning.

The weather in the area was a bit mixed over the weekend but a
report from the roachcad on Tusscay morning incicated that a party
should have no ﬂlffluulty in making its wrv out,; should they have hecn
previously held up by the weathsr. Scme concern was thercfore felt
when therc was no sign of the party by midcday. A number of members
had previously been aierted anc they were now called upon to assemble
at the Police Stations at Napier and Hastings, from where we mace our
way to Wakarar=s, dJust hefore reaching the school we met several
vehicles ancd members of the missing party, who had #rrlvrﬁ hack at the
roacdhead in micd-afternoon. -

The reasons for the party being overdue were a bit mystifying.
The leader hed left most of the party in Waikamaka Hut while he and a
few others went out Funting but were.delayecd and did not arrive back
until late on Moncday afternoon.” In the meantime some or 211 of the
rest hacd left for the roacd but had been turned back by nist in the
Waipawa Saddle arca. : The -use of =2 compass and map should have enabled
this party to find its way across the Sacddle without any f;fflculty
but apparently such "artificial" aics are not viewed favourably by
this group. The whole party eventually left Waikamaka at about 11 o!
clock on Tuesday qunlng.

NODTHERN RUAHINES -~ 17th JUNE 1968,

A vrarty of hunters tr°VC11ud by jet boat up t 1€ N{“Turnro to its
junctlon with the Taruarau on Suncay and two xembers -were dropped off
at the junction to dr 2 bit of shooting, the arran;ement being that the
hoat would pick them up agsin at 3pm. One of the hunters was waiting
for the boat at that time but the other was not, nor hacd he been sighted
by the next morning. On this occasion the reconnaisance tcams were on
their way home from work to prepare for action when word was received
that the hunter hac been locaved. He had missed his route the pre- = =
vious afternoon and ended up in a cdirty creek. It took him a con-
sicerable time to find his way down this creek to the main river again.

A.V.B.
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PRIVATE TRIPS

KAWVESA - KATHAFTAWA

February 17-27th

On Saturday, February 17th eight of us left Wapier railvay
station in the ombi, eventually getting to Makahu after a some-
what exciting ride.

Sunday saw us up at 5.302m end away by Tam, amid mutterings
about lumpy porridge. The mist hacd cleared by the time we reached
the top and five made a quick (?) side trip to faiarahi and back
via Studholme's Saddle hut and bivvy. Soon after we said good-hye
to Willy and Motey, Milly's knee having got rather sore, making him
decide to turn back. The rest of us then continued on to Ballard.

lionday promised a bush bash to Venison Top, however we soon
ran into a track and got there in just over two hours. Another
two hours saw us at Mangaturutu Hut along a go'd 4$rack. It took
only another hour to get on to the 8addle on the far side of the
clearing near Ahurua trig, where we camped.

On- Tuesday we aimed at getting to Harkness Hut, which accord-
ing to Norm Elder would take 7% hours. En route we called in at
the comnaratively new hut below Te Pukuohikarua trig, and thereby
became the first trampers to visit it. (The hut can e seen to
your left as you climb up near the clear tOpo> Two hours later wc
dropped down to Harkness hut where a couple of cullers were in
residence. After a swim, a chat with the cullers and having temp-
orarily lost one of the party, we continued up the lgaawspurua val-
ley and reached Tussock Creek Hut. It had by now become evident
~that the times given in Form Elder's guicdebook could often be cut
by up to half -~ probably due to tracks having been put in the aresa
since the guidebook was published. However, from now on it was to
prove more accurate.

Next morning we ascended the ridge behind the hut which joined
the main ridge. After a while it looks out over Purungetungetu
Stream where a half-clear ridge can be followed down to the Ngaru-
roro. Most of the day was spent sunbathing and swinming in the
river, aftcr which we moved up to a campsite just beyond the Manga-
ningi - Te Wai o Tapuritia stream confluence (after having met some
inquisitive wilc horses).

We called in at Manganingi hut next day - a quaint hut covered
with malthoid and with large holes in the roof. e then =ecended
Parawerawera Ridge and descended to the Mangamaire. After anothe
swim we spent the afternoon traversing ifakorako - tho highest point
_in the Kaimanawas, after which we hestenecd hack to the Mangamaire
- for another swim and to camp. Unfortunately haze ovor Lake Taupo
spoilt an otherwise perfect view of the area.

Friday was still very hot and we procceded up the Mangamaire
often stopping to have a swim. Near the river's head we clamberecd
up a ridge onto a knob which overlooks the sources of four rivers,
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Dleh Do L ocour Jolfer oo r1roct10n8°- ‘he Rangitikei,. the
Ngaruroro, the Mohaka qnﬂ the Waipakihi (which flows into the Wai-
kato). We then coatinued over Prominent Cone and,; overcome hy the
heat, just managed to raise enough energy to (rop ﬂown to the
_Rangitikei River whers we camped,

Thankfully Saturday was cloudy (th” firet and only cloudy
day on the trip) so we decided to deéclare it a rest day.. Laziness-
macde us decide against climbing Nﬁapuketuruan On,Sundayiwc were
up =t 4.30am ané away by 6an, finding Ignimbrite Saddle after
having taken the wrong ridge and flouncdering atound in the mist.
Such methods of nﬂﬂl*qtlon as ¢limbing trees were used to find the
sadfle - reminiscent of certain people in the club marsdthon last
year! We had to wait below Hig h Cone for half an g?ur'until the _
mist cleared o bit, but th: 1nt nded day WOnN 31~e trlp to Umuk3r1~
kari and Dmarp Cone was cancelled bouause of the nist. (Ah en-
quiry has shown this was the‘reason for the trip ending one day
early. ) Fron then on we trundled °1onﬁ Hiddle Range for two days.
On Sunday we crossed 5300'. 5460'; Thunderbolt and ended up top of
Karikaringa near dark, having been through some sizeable saddles.
The suﬁofl on Ruapchu and Ngauruhoc was beautiful, the mist sur-
roun”ing then hecouning 2 glowing red colonr. The view in the
norning was also superb. 4 6.30am start saw us on top .of Patutu
(the second highest "peak" in the Kaimanawag at 9am. One thing v
noticeable was tha* the "peiks" looked far more like "paaks" than
such peaks a8 Kaweka J, Msn? aweka etc., being virtual "knobs".
From Patutu we could look tack with satisfaction at the Kawekas
now a long way awaey. After Patutu Middle Range peters out to a
lower nrca of unirfercesting brown tussock, reminding one of Hawke's
Boy farmlanc in summer. Once we reached Waipahihi "Trig" (Which
cfeoesn't ey¢n+) wr followed 2 faint track until we reached the famed
Kaimsnawe, bush lawyer belt -~n° blundered straight down to what
promised tn be = gorzeous streamg however, the gorge zoon ran outb.
That night we camped at the Waikato — Waipakihi confluence anc
strolled out *to thc Desert Road on Tuesday, one Gay carly.

Onc disadvantase of coming cut of the bush early is that all
of & sufden you have tn fiunish off two cdays food instead of one
dnys Tor the 1ast meals. Thus you are forced to cat (or otherwise
d¢ispose of) such quantities of frod as 2 pints of porridge, a
couble helping of dehydratad meat and vegetables ard the like.
Unfortunately porridae and cdehyfrated food have many similarities
to prunes.

As noted above in many arcas tracks seem to have been cut
since Blder's suide book was published and often the times men-
tioned in it can be cJrastically cut - thus for example the recom—
mended time from Ballard to Venison Top can now be halved - and
if this track is crmpleted the distance could be covered even
guicker still. The zbove ciscribed trip is a very worthwhile and
enjoyable one.

The party to bezin with consisted of 5 V.U W.T.C's end 3 H.T.C's -
Brian Mote, Russell HMillington, Gerald Edmunds (1leac r), Brian and
Russell had to turn back on the second cday. G.Eo
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BACK RIDGE - VENISON TOP — BALLARD

22 - 24th March

Venison Top is Jjust about out of reach for = weeckend trip -
but not sufficiently far out of reach for us to ignore its challenge.,
OQur first attempt to reach this country Ylew away on Makahu Spur
last spring, but the weather pronised to be kinder when we arrived
at Makahu Saddle Hut at about 10pm on Eriday night. '

@

While the Club party was being battered by cold southerlies
above Hinerusn, we were sweating our way up liakahu Spur on a porfect
Saturday morning. Over the top of the Kawekas at Qam ancd off at »
brisk trot in the direction of Back Ridge. Two Government huntérs
in Back Hut dissuaded us from following down the creek that passes
outsicde the hut but we couldn't help but get the impression that
it was a casc of the blind leading the blind. Incidentnlly, if you
cannot seec Back Hut around when you next visit the site, it is be-
cause the blowflies have carrizd it off somewhere. )

Up over trig € (Maminga) we steamed and then 11t out into what
was virgin country for us. The nap shows a long spur leading from
C northwest into Rocks Ahead Cresk and this proved to be quite a
reasonable route, apart from the bluffs at the bottom, - keep to
the right for the last few hundred feet to avoid these). Alter an-
instant swim - partial immersion would perhaps be more correct - we
sploshed off up Rocks Ahead Creek for =n hour and a quarter looking
for the right spur to Venison Top., All we found was a waterfall,
thus precipitating the decision to climb out of the stream and head
westwards up the slopes of Venison Top. The route we chose was not
the best, definitely not the best. To add insult to injury it even
took us in the wrong direction and after ninety minutes of bashing
through 2 ncar vertical miscellany of lawyer, supplejack, p. rigicdum
and ‘assorted scrub we ended up on a broad flat area to the northeas
of the Top itself. After casting about for a while we picked up -
the Venison Top - Ballard track. Only the odd disc marked the line
of the track for a while but a track cutting gang is working on
this route and after a short distance things improved. At 5.50pm,
eleven hours from Makahu, we arrived at the sacddlc and gratefully =
heaved off our packs.

. Therc is gond water fifty yarcds to the north of the saddle, even
though there had been no rain for some timc ancd the whole range was
tinder dry. There is a good track between the saddle and-Ballard now
and we made the hut in two hours. Thence to F, Dick's Spur and the
North Kaweka tarn for lunch, a leisurely 44 hours travelling from
Venison Top sadcdle. The weather wns again perfect, very conducive
to frequent stops to admire the magnificent panoramas laid out
"before us both to the east and west., :

Over thc top again, down to Makahu and out to the road. An
interesting and satisfying trip. y
oo Jim Gla®s and Alan Berry

-==000===
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RAUKUMARA

Went ccun to Arowhana =2t southern end of Raukumara recently.
Had ~ wet, windy dny on a rock staircase and saw little. Only three
hours up from Arowhana Station and well worth it. Could use a rope
" for a party for a short distance but ¢id not have tn. Good road
from Gisborne. oL

KATHANAWA

Had a weck-end trip from Waikato Falls Bridge off the Desert
Road to the head of the Waipakihi =nd back over Umukarikari. Eight
hours each way on well-markec, new N.Z.F.S. tracks. :
GW.

~~=000—=~

oo v HUKANUI
Suncay 14th July 1968

Weather prospects seemecd poor for a stroll along Hukanui, a
“limestone range which rises to a little over 30QQ0ft, between Puke-
titiri and the Mohaka River. But the threatening clouds over the
Kawekas to the west of us grndually cdispersed, and by the time we
reached the top the sunlight struggling through hac left hardly
enough remnants of snow to make a few snowballs.. Views spanned
from Wakararas anc¢ Ruahines in the south to the Urewcra country and
even the ranges around Waikaremoana in the other direction.

, On the sheltered northern slope, facing the Ahimanawas, we

spent an hour or two boiling the billy and relsXing in the sunshine,
afterwards visiting a cave (complete with wetasl!) on the western
end of the range, and then wandering cdown to look at a waterfall
besicde the Anawhenua Stream: and a bank where water containing
dissolved lime, flowing over leaves and ferns in bygone times, has
formed the shapcs of them in stone. '

A walk through the magnificent forest‘of the Balls Clearing
reserve, and a cup of tea with Mrs. Lewis, completed n most pleasant
cay. . : ) ' .

Jim Wilshere, Liz Pindar, Pcter Lewis, Judith Mercer, David Hall,
Gavin Sharp. ' - ) :
: Co —==000-~~-
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NELSON LAKES

Baster

To make proper use of the Easter break I managed to get into
a trip to the Nelson Lakes. Seven of us left Christchurch's storms
early on Good Fricday morning and after a 1lot”of confusion arrived at
Lake Rotoron at about 4pm. We luckily caught a boat trip to the
Sabine Hut at the head of the lake. This gave us a good start for
a fairly big day on Saturcay. We left Sabine hut 2t 8 and took off
up the Sabine Valley. The first hour through bush was very pleasant
with the native birds arounc.
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We crossed the Sabine on a footbridge over a gorge about 20
feet @cross and about 100 feet deep. Further upstrecam the track
comes hack to the flat velley floor making the going pretty easy.
But we could not weste any time and arrived at the Sabine Forks
hut a2t 1.30. From here we intendecd to go over the Trevers Saddle.
into the Travers Valley to Upper Travers hut. By the log book for
the reverse journey many parties hacd takem about six hours =ncd most
of that was downhill. However we madly set out at .2.30.

About an hour further on the party involuntarily split up
when half of us tock 2 left turn and did nnt realise there was 2
track straight ahead while the others dicd go straight ahead. For-
tunately the party split into the two subgroups which had travelled
together and arranged fond nnd tentage together. We were in front
and in the right direction so we left a note with the time we passed
througﬁ and carried on up *the couple of thousand feet or so to the
saddle. When the others fcund the note they realised it was a bit
late in the day and camped =t a convenient spot. Meanwhile we
arrived at the Travers saddle just after dusk but 2 welcome full
moon came out and we were able to carry on without torches to the
Uprer Travers. Hut arriving at a quarter to nine., We had a good
sleep in and just after we had finished lunch the others arrived.

For the snke of something to do (this wes supposed to have
been = climbing day but the weather was too foul) we climbed a
smaller pesk at the back of the hut. Next day (Mioncay) we set out
for St. Arnaud. When we were almost to Lake Rotoiti we hac had
enough of foot bridges and did not cross over to the eastern bank
of the Treovers River. We consequently had some fun trying T cross
at the mouth of the river where it was flowing very deecp and swift,
We werc very thankful that there had been a storm to blow a big
trece over 2 convenient part of the river.

It was an easy walk round Rotoiti to St. Arnaud, and then for
the first time in the weekond rain poured down. After a bite to
eat we left-St. Arnaud at 7.30 and arrived at Christchurch some time
hetween 3 =and 4am on Tuesdny. ' I

Party: Noel Evens and 6 other C.U.T.C.
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NOT QUITE THE OLIVINES

May 1968

-

The -Olivines arc a rugecd and remote range of mountains sit- .
uated north of Lake Wnkatipu and the Dart Barrier Peaks, nnd west
of Mount Aspiring. They contain the extensive Olivine Ice Plateau,
a climber's paradise of glacier, rock and snow. The region is with-
out tracks or huts, and has one of the highest rainfalls in the
country. - 2-challenging prospect for a climbing trip in May.

On Friday May 3rd Chris Matthews ang. I hitch-hiked: to Duneﬁin
to rendez-vous with Richarc Tilley. The next day we drove west
through Otago, whose hillsides were ablaze with the golds of autumn,
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and nmace a detour to visit Gueenstown. 2 o*clock next morning found
us prowling round the township of Haast in search of .the fourth
member of the pariy, Ian Longford, but since he was not to be found
we slept in the car till dawn. Ve eventually located him ten miles
south, camping on the ro-ofside at Carters. Thc morning was spent -
serting out and Jividing » great pile of food anﬁ‘;@ar,'anﬂ after
lunch we drove to Jackson's Bay for a looksee hefore leaving the
car at the Arawhata Bridge.

The Arawhata is = long, large river, having its headwaters in
the Olivines and. being the snly means of access to them that does
not involve the crossing of high passes, which are often out of
confition at this time of the year. At about 2pm we set off up its
true left bank in a typically West Coast downpour, with packs of
70 to 80 pounds for ballast. Progress was soon hsl ted by the Jack-
son, a large tributary very much in flood. Dusk found us with one
swimmer on the far bank, a rope of 150 feet strung across the inter-
vening waters, and no safe ncans of transporting the remaining 3
bods and four packs across. Foold and clothing wes scnt across to
the lone hero, =nd n miserable camp made in the rain. :

The wenther cleared completely next morning, and by the end
of the dry thc river had cdropped enough to be safely fordable., A

_frosty night was followed by warm sunshine - ~nd once more we set

off up the Arswhata. The going is through fairly open bush, some-
times al ong an old pack trrck, and the occasionnl shingly flats.
The following d=y wos very similar, althoush at times thick bush
nacde progress slow. We were trudging slong = shingle beach, envy-
ing the ease with which 2 plane ancé helicopter were shuttling up
an?® down the valley, when = jet boat came roarirng up the river anc
ground to a halt besice us. The pilot offered to take our packs
anc¢ one of us up the river for as far as the remaining three could
walk before cark. Yours truly ¢rew the long straw, and enjoyed a
pleasant 10 minutes ridc. I set up camp ancd cooked tea, while the
others enjoyed their walk without burdens, =nd the magnificent
north wall of Mt. Eros blazed above in the sunset.

It ancd its neighbour Ionia were so teapting that we cdecicded
to snateh a climb while the fine wenther lasted, ancd so, after
noving up valley and crossing the river next morning, we piiched
the tent9'1ef£ unwanted food and gear, z2nd started climbing: the
lower slopes of Ionia. A line of bluffs presentec an inmediate pro-
blem, but were overcome by some exciting climbing on moss ~nd bush-
¢overed rock. Darkness forced us to bivouac in a ﬁampfbut’cbmfort—
able hollow. Daylight revealed = second fearsome line of bluffs
above, and we vere forced to sidle well to the left before finding a
way through. Much bashing later we finally reached the bushline,
and macde good progress un a steep spur, which turned out teo be the
west ridge of Eros. This steepened into a series of interesting
bluffs and lecges, ghich offered celightful c¢limding on clean,
so0lid rock. About MO0 ft of unpleasant screc and snowgrass separated
this from the snowline, a2bove which a steady plod hrought us to the
final 100 ft of sﬁpw-covered rock, which, exposecd on one side by that

g
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“dizzy north wall, and on the cother by a fierce ice-~fall, required
the use of a rope anc fixed bhclays.

I shall never forget the view that appeared as we stepped on to
the summit. To the west the sun lay poised above the Tasman horizon,
silhouetting with a sky of crimson the jagged rock ancd snow of the
Olivines. Southwards, a rugged complex of pesks and valleys stret-
ched away to the brooding dbulk of Larnslaw. But one's gaze was
drawn irresistibly to the eagt, to a fantastic soaring tower of ice
flaming in the sunset - Mount Aspiring.. How we longed to lingers
but night was rapidly falling, =2nd the snow slready hecoming crusty.
After the top pitch the rope was coiled up, and 2 welcome full rmoon
~1it our way down the bluffs. There followed a frosty bivouze in 2
tussock hollow near the bushline.

Next day-we wearily forced our way cdown through thick bush,

ugly bluffs and frightening rock chasms back to the tent. The after-
noon wag sunny a2nd lazy. Next morning found us across the Arawhata
and entering the infamous ten-hour gorge, with ominous clouds banik-
ing up from the west. For a start the gorge was interecsting - the

Huge boulcders that had to be climbed over, round or sometimes under,
“with the occasional pitch necessitating the passing of packs, or -
tough bush bashg . powerful waterfalls and rapids prescnted an ever-
changing spectacle of foam. The going became more difficult and
tedious though, with numerouvs exposed pitches presenting tough ob-
stacles for us with our heavy packs. Daylight left us in a partic-
ularly rugeed spot, and we were forced to bivouac on o small, ex-
posed ledge. Steady rain 211 night soaked our sleeping bags, which
were to stay wet for the next four Cays.

A further two hour's travelling in raih next Jay brought us to
the welcome sight of McArthur's Flats, at the junction of the William
River; after crossing the Tatter, a search for a bivvy rock proved
fruitless, and camp was set up, complete with 4" cooking shelter of
sleeping bag covers. Stsady rain on the morrow kept us in the sack.
Our plans hacd been Lo heac up the Williamson =and on to the ice
plateau, where we would camp or snow-cave, =2nd "climb everything in
sight". The crossing of the Jackson, the climb of Eros, lack of
daylight, ha¢ combined to upset our schedule, however, and we hac
to renounce rur cllmblng plans and Head for civilisation, prefer-
ably by a different route from that used to date.

The follcwing morning it was still raining as we bashed up
the next gorge in the Arawhata, though progress was sometimes aided
by deer-trails. Five hours going found us on Williamson's Flats,
where the Joe River joins the Arawhata. This tributary was in spate
and uncrossable, but a cosy bivvy rock gave us a dry shelter for
the night. The morning promised a clearance, and the Joe had drop-
.ped enough to be fordable, though it was still mighty swift and cold.
Crossing the Arawhata was no problem, and the luxury of a cut track
led up the truc right bank to Micddle Flets, which offered a beautiful
spot for lunch, ringe® by bluffs and waterfalls. The next stage was
‘not such easy g01n€; being a three ‘hour ‘sidle through fairly tough
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bush, but the prospect of the legencary Arawhata hivvy rock urged us
on. This is » huge boulder sitting in the river near its head, with
one sicde overlianging a good 20 feet; and offprlnp sleeving space for
about 20 men. It gives a view down valley of one of the Twin Falls,
the most becautiful I have ever seen.

Naturally, a little cloud and rain:next day mave us sufficient
~excuse. to enjoy a sack-cday in this roomy shelters; furthermore, we
wanted fine weather for the crossing intc the Matukituki. Away at
first light (7an) next morning, we clawed upward through sub-alpine
scrub, then up casy snowgrsss and moraine, accompanied by severa
chamois, to Arawhatas Sacddle at 11 o'clock. Swirling cloud and a
chill nor'wester spoiled our hopes of climbing Mount Barff, and we
hegan the exacting descent castward. Steep, expnsed snow preceeded
a 220 f{ cliff down which the packs hac¢ to be lowered, and ~ zig-zag
among further bluffs led to casier going on moraine ~nd snowgrass.
we stopped a while at Liverpool Biv,, with 2n impressive view of
Mts Avalanche anc¢ Rob Roy, =»nd hurried Jdown to the valley fleor.
Darkness found -us still pickine a route down though open bushy =
moonless night and frilure »f the party's carbides made progress
even on the flats of the Matukituki tiringly slow, so we camped. on
Shovel Flat, just one hour's daylight travélling from luxurious
Aspiring nut, :

« Aftfr ~n wet, windy night we moved on cown to the hut for brcak—
fast, followed by = final three hours plod to the road-end. A
Hokanui Trampinz Club party from Gore gave us a 1ift to Wanaka.
Richard anc Iawere to stny hcre the night and pick up the car next
day, while Chris and I hltch~h1kec to Dunedin 2ndc bnck to Christchurch
next daye ‘ !

Our 15 days in the hills hacd been onJoyﬂble ones althourh we
were naturally c1saynP1nted at not being able to o more- bll“bln;.
The ‘motto of th@ trlpo— Mext time, we fly in".

Bruce Lusher
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THE ARROWSMITHS

Easter 1968

~The storm that hit Canterbury following the Wahine disaster, ,
brought snow to low levels in the Alps, and put the Arrowsmiths, whose
peaks are mainly rock climbs, well out of condition. Nevertheless,

I left Christchurch at midday on Good Fricday with 5 other fanatical
climbing typess andé Jrove to Lake Heron. ‘

The weather next morning was still f~ul, but = clearance at -
noon encouraged us to set off for Banfield Hut a2t the junction of
Jagyed Stream with the Rakaia. The six hour walk in was & bit of a-.

ag with big packs, an¢ thc last hour or so was by the light of a

be wut full moon. Rain on Sunddy morning put pai¢ to any climbing
plans, but four of us went for a walk up Jagged Stream. To avoic the

reported rough going in the stream bed, we sidled high on the true
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right, across houlcder slicdes and slopes of thick, healthy Spaniard..
Scme Vietoria blokes camping at the bivvy rock near the head of

the stream offercd us a brew, and we studied the surrounding peaks
hetween breaks in the cloud. All were well plastered and looked
quite fearsome, although North Peak's virgin south ridge was decep-
tively inviting. To avoid further pungturing by Spaniarcd spikes

we returned in the stream bed and had a merry time clambering over
huge boulders and minor wnierfalls.

A frost that night pr01lsed goo¢ snow concitions, and we were
away by 5am, my rope-mate anc¢ I for a traverse of Prop Peak; two
others heacding for Reischek Col, =2nd perhaps North Peak, and the
remaining two up the North ridge of Bastion, just opposite the hut.
Spaniarc slopes by moonlight aren't funny, and we were glad to
receive the first warming rays of the sun. As we climbed higher
though, the snow became soiter anc deeper. Most of the time we were
ploughing upwards through knee-deep powder, and things got a bit
dicey in places where it wes lying on steep ice. Our route led up
the true right cdee of Jnr'oc Glacier, and then up typical (rotten)
'rfowsmitVfr“ck tow? goed Col._ Pl%sterp
g’ clou*édturncﬁ‘ U hadk abdut 150 Teet £ .
and we were back at the hq\ by 2pm. The ek Ch?khuﬁ pair fared
no better, buu‘the Bastion voys were still abscnt when we hit the
sack. They turn€d up 2t some ungodly hour of the night wet and
cold, but ploased at having made the second complete ascent of the
north riﬁ¢o, and hnving descended by a couloir on the sast face.

Naturally the day we had to come out was brilliantly fine, but
we were consoled by 2 magrificent view of the towering peaks at the
head of the P“k&lu, a promise-of things to come.- o

: Bruce Lusher
~==800-==

" PHIPPS - TEWMPLE TRAVERSE
‘ liarch 1968

The annual meet of the AlpinefClub's Canterbury-Westland
Section at Arthur’'s Pass wes an opportunity too good to miss: so
it wes that Bob and I were picked up early on the morning of a
Saturfay in March, and driven to the Pass. Leaving most of our
gear at the A.C. Hut in the township, we continued on to the Pass
itself and heaced up the west ridge of Mt. Phipps with the three
cecupants of the car. Finc weather gave us good vicws, especially
of neazrby Mt. Rolleston, nnc the 1nterest1ng Otira face of Philis-
tine, as we trudged up easy snowgrass slopes. Higher up, the ridac
becomes narrow and exposed, but ropes can move together, apart from
the sidling ot a single souzt gendarme.

We enjoyed ~ leisurely lunch on the summit, then began the
traversc to. TempTe. This ridge was somethlngxof a (1sapp01nt3ent,
for from Temﬂle Basin it looks exposed and. L Jagged,. yet: is.easily
negotiated on the far side when free of snow. 4Ancé so over Temple
we scrambled, and cown the ski tows back to the car. Rain next
norning dissolved our hopes of doing the Rome Ridge of Rolleston.
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We were further exasperatecd when the wenther cleared later, but too
late for us to stﬂrt. Stilly a2 lazy ¢ay in the sun wasn't to.be

scorned. ’ , ' -
Bob Garnett and Rruce Lusher
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HEAPHY TRACK
May 1968
The Bainham end of the Héaphy Track is 100 miles from Nelson
so we left Nelson about 5ar To reach Bainham we first had to travel

around the coast to Colllnpwnoc in Golden Bay and then head south
east. The road continues for about 6 miles past Bainham but cdeter-
iorates rapidly passing through four fords only two of which are
negotiable by car. Soon after leaving the car we passed a small
hut, which coulé be used by someone arriving at night intending to
start the track the following day, and a sign saying 57 miles to
Karamea. This was our deéstination. Immecdiately after seeing this
sign we hac to cross a sizeable stream ~ a fitting beginning - the
Heaphy Track is very wet. The track then climbs gently through
beech forest to the Rahu sacdcdle then opens out into tussock country
(the Gouland Downs). At the Bainham end of the downs is the first
hut, Downs hut, which is an casy cday from the end of the road.

We had planned to néet znother party coming from the Karamea
end so as to exchange transport. They started a day after us so
we planned to spend two nights in Downs Hut and explore the area
during our -second fay. We couldn't have planned it better for the
gseconc day wn® a shocker. Dcspite the rain we did manage to ex-

" plore some caves we hac seen markecd on the map ané cut some fire-
wood (plenty nf kanuka available). Two other parties arrived that
day and we had a great evening of yarns and cards. We thought we
hearcd a kiwi during the night although it may have been a weka -

" we saW plenty of these.

The Gouland Downs ar< on 1imestohe,country, which explains the
numerous caves and-many small streams cress the area. These streams
are particularly cdangerous after rain since they .come up rapidly
soon becoming swift and deep. We thought we might not be able to
continue after the heavy rain on the second day but the third day
turned@ out fine and the streams went down as rapidly as they had
risen and so we continued, in the company of the other two parties.

We passed across the Downs ancd back into beech forest rising to
the main ridge dividing the East ancd West Coast. Here we noticed the
transition from beech forest to typical West Coast native bush with
plenty of poﬂoc°rps an¢ ferns. Mackay Hut is situated on this ricge
and from this hut we could sce the mouth of the Heaphy river. The
hut is a new one and-a beauty. It has two bunk rooms sleeping 24
on foam rubber and two common rooms.- Water tanks outside are filled
automatically from 2 stream. The hut is named after one of the
‘pioneers of the track. We spent the night at Mackay hoping, ewrpect-
ing our second party to arrive, and the other two parties went on
together to the next hut..

vy
{
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“We cdescended ropidly on the fourth day, had lunch at Lewis
Hut, crossed the Hearhy on a wire bridge, anc sped on toward Heaphy
Hut on the coast. Just before we reached Lewis Hut =2 party going
the oprosite way told us of the sac fate of our other party. Ve
knew something was wrong as they shoulcd have reached Mackay Hut the
previous night. But the rain on our seconé day had proved too much
for them. They had got soaked trying to cross a stream, spent a
miserable night in a flax bush, then headed bhack the following day
to find & 8lip .on the roacd hacd blocked their car. Two of them had
hitched home and the other two were waiting for the slip to be
clearcd. 3But later we met the other two. The slip would take a
while to clear and since the weather was good they decided to come
on. We were mighty glad to see them because it meant we haé trans-
port back to Nelson.

We were not very well received at Heaphy since our arrival
made a total of 11 and it was only 2 6 bunk hut. The other parties
we hac met earlier had lef* a note for us at Lewis Hut saying not
to come on but we had disreqarded this as we wanted to get out the
next Asy. There was » foxrcstry chap in the hut who hac come in by
horse to do some work on tne track =2nd to help build o new Heaphy
Hut. (Lewis Hut ~nd the propnssed Heaphy Hut are of similar design
to the Mackay Hut so accommodation on the track is first class)..

It turned out to bhe a great night - our ldst on the trnck. A threc
course neal was turned on by the best cook the company could provide.

Bunks and sleeping partners were decided by a game of cards.

The 12st day we walkesd out along the coast. The landscape was
terrific with nikau palms, rushes, coloured rocks, round boulders-
and the sea. It was a tiring walk, however, ancd 1s best done at
low tide. We were glac to reach Kohaihai »luff which is the end
of the road and 12 nmiles from Karamea. - We Arove back to Nelson
that nicht.

Transport is a big problem when doing this trip. If it can't
be arranged as we dicd it, with two parties, one stariting from each
enc, them it is probably better to start at Bainham hecause there
are regular air and bus services from Karamea but not from Bainham.
There are no steep climhs and the track is essy to follow. 4 though
it is very slushy and can bec dangerous after heavy rain or snow.
It has heen rroposed that the track sheuld be graded up to Milford
track standard and even that a roac should be put through. The
usual time for the trip is three days. We took three walking dnys
and one chap we heard of 't right through from Kohaihai to Downs
Hut in one day =nd could have got right through to Bainham if he
had wanted to. The Forext Service put much work into maintenance
and good maps and information sheets are available.

Brenda Butcher, Paul Frufe, & 2

————— 000m=———
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FIXTURE LIST
encers to give a short Cescription of the trip - locality,
fitness required, stc., 2t the meeting bhefore the trip.
1068 ‘ -
Septenmber Irip Leacer
7-8th Castle Rock #ivy - lecintosh Hut -

. Lawrence Hut or Studholmes Saddle. Brian Turner
22nc Centre Makaroro Hut ;;Trig K. Kath Berry
Qctoher .
5=6th Trisl Search. Al~n Berry

. 20th Threc Johns - Middle (reek. Dem. Thompson

26-28th Urewera National Park: Lake Waikareiti
(Labour Weekend) - Manuoha - (ascace Falls.

November
2-3rc Cairn Trip, Kawckas.

17th Waikamaka Hut Working Party..
30=1 Dec. Glenfalls - Mangakara Stream.

Decembér
15th Marathon

27-10 Jan. Mt. Cook and Westland” National
Porks, Coplqn”ﬁPass; o

Graham
Griffiths (Jun.

Phil. Bayens
Alan Thurston’

Trev. Balcdwin

Maury Taylor

~ Panm Lewis

Fare.

£
-
-

3

FARES (excent Urewera) are cecucible by 20c .-for seniors, half fares
for juninrs by 10c¢, -if p2icd at the meeting hefore or on the trip.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

The 33rd Annual General heeting will be held following the usual
-club meeting in the Racdiant Living Hall, Warren Street North, Hastings,

on Wedncsday, 30th October, 1968.
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