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QUR 30th ANNIVERSARYfREUNION

The response to the circulars announcing the reunion was
heart-warming. Quite a few membes and ex-members had already made
bookings for their Christmas holidays and so were unable to come,
but ever so many took the .trouble to write letters of regret and
to send best wishes. The friendliness there has always been in the
H.T:.C. was very marked in. th01r replies.

Tbere were 89 precent at the dinner 1nclud1ng scme from

'Auckland and some from Christchurch. Greetings were received from

as far away as Chile (George Lowe), British Columbia (Pam Hansen),
Massachusetts (Julia Isdale);, and South Australia (Ronagh Black).
Telegrams arrived on the day from Betty and George Couper, Ailie

and C?p Cooke9 Jennifer Charleson, and June Budd.

We assembled at the Twyford Hall, had a-spell of natter

Cand’ drlnksﬁ then a welcome speech from Phﬂl vho invited us to

imagine we were in the Kaweks Hut and to fall to! No stew that
night! At the end of the meal John von Dadelszen called the roll
of those present and read out the list of apologies. We had rounds
of applause for our seven presidents (all present) and the seven-
teen foundation members who were there,

Alan had collected slides of tramping interest showing
new huts in the ranges, flood damage to the Waikamaka and familiar
peaks and places. After that the more active types danced while
others nattercd, Supper revived us.,. ‘
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The picnic scheduled for the following day was to have been
held down at twe Tukituki off Middle Road. Unfortunately with rain
211l Saturday night ~rd though it wasn't actually raining at 8am on
Sunday the prospect locked so doubtful that we officially canceliled
the picnic. We had announced at the dinner that in the event of
cancellation several homes would be "open" to visitors. So people
circulated all day and pleaued themselves what they did. Quiteka few
turned up 2t the river. (See CIub Trips). I

Resulting from the Reunion eight ex-members rejoined tho
club as associate members and donations were received fto the amount
of £15.17., 6. But thc greatest things were the feeling of family -
continuity and the frlcndllnesq between old members and present
members. Long may this continue!

‘Those present at the dinner:-

Irene and Jack Agnew, Bernie and Mrs. Andersen, Edna Ansell.
June and Bruce Baird, Ezra Bartle, Doc. and Mrs. Bathgate,
Phil and Els Bayens, lMrs. Kiss, Alan and Kath Berry, Pat Bolt,
Owen Brown, - Elizabeth Buchanan, Tan and Pat Berry.

Rex Chaplin, Dave and Elsie Christie, Stan and Val Craven.
Jack Dempsey. o ‘ B

Norm Elder, Noel Evans.

John Feigler, Nora Finn. i

Jim and Doreen Glass, Jinm qnd Dorrie .Gibbs, Mrs. Bruce, Geoff
Gilchrist.

Doris Haase, (racme and Helen Hare, Helen Hill. '

Betty and Lester Jeffrey, Brian Jobbins, Rita Joll, Roy and
Mrs. Joll. e " T o :
Lesley and Petcr Lottey, Pam“Lewis,‘Peter Lewis, Mrs. Lewis,
Janet and Lin. Lloyd-. % o

Mim Marcussen, Heather HcKay9 Chick Hlll Molly :McLeay, Tui
Maxwell, Al and Lois: woffltt ~John and Mru° Mltchelo

Ethel and Rug. Nash. B : :
Geoff and Mrs. Piesse, _Ellzajeth Plndar, Ian -and Ehld Powell°
Doug Reid, Angus Russell. ' '
Joan Smith, Grahanm Sncdden, Edn Stcel, Ian btlrllng9 Judlth
Gunderson. - S
Nanacy Tanner, Noeline Tomlinson, 'Joan Toop; Annette Treuewan,'

Douglas Thompson, Dempster Thompson, Graham Thorp.

Jack and Wil wvan Bavel, John and Michael von Dadelszen.
Bob Woon,* Stan Woon. :

DONATIONS

) Our thanks to the follow1ng for donations @mountlng to
£15 170 9u‘ " .
“Mr. Frank.Sevorinsén, Mzss R Macdonald Ezra Bartle,

Geoff Gilchrist, Mr. J.J. Palmer.
————— 00000——=—=
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CLUB TRIPS

No. 787. MIDDLE CREEK - return via- -g8addle with
_amith'"s Creek. 81st Nov.

qiitéen hardy souls left Holt's soon sfter 6am.  The A
weather was chilly but fine. Our seventeenth member joined us
at - halpswa. ‘ ‘ . '

Qur party spllt 1nto two gvoups from the moment we 1eft'
the Weipawa River, to cross over hillg and pseddocks, stOpolng
at the old homootead site on the way.

e found the Middle Creek extremely cold and rather-
treacherous. Finelly.at the hut, we undid bootlatces Wlth
numbed fingerg and sat outgide basklng 1n pale sunshine. .- A
hot brpw dld much to restore our spirits. o

Oweylunch we. dlqcuqqed three possible routes back to the
truck,  The first we discerded, s the top of Three Johns was
covered with mist etc., and didn't 1ook at =811 inviting; the-

second, back the way we had come, viz. up Middle Creek, we gave = .

up with 2 shiver, and finally decided on the, scheduled route,;
out via the 32ddle with. mlth's Creek, '

But thisg wes more eaqlly discussed than carrled out
Yie set off up a2 well defined track. behind the hut, and thought
we were doing femously until we came to a wee stream Here we
split up ahd explored several possible tracks, eventually .
meking our way up o steep snd dried-up weter course, At 1est
we heard the distant sound of sSmith's Creek and our prograqs
Wag now much eaqler and. fastef . :

Qne of our: number fe&] foul of the Ongs Onga stlnglng
nettle.-- Motto-m‘ Keep we];'out of range of thls deﬁdly plant

Leav1ng the saddle we qudled round to the qpur heedlng
North whicn we . followed and finally dropped down very %teeply
to s rether gorgy part oft Middle Cree&

Tt was a rather glow snd hn some Cﬂqéé, a tlred“pérty
which made its way beck to the truck, arr1v1vg at about 6. 30pm.
But we 211 sgreed that it had been s pood d=y's tramp.

No. in Perty: 17, v ' Lesder: Annette Tremewan.
Disna Wey, Elizebeth Rindsr, Helen Lees,  ®lizsbeth Buchsnan,
Peter Lewis, Grehem Thorp, Werren Oreer, Trevor Raldwin,
Rrian “mith, John Feigler, Peul Frude, Greoham Lookmsn, Dennig
..o Beldwih, RBarry Ulya¥y, Herry <tewart, Martin du Fresne. ‘

< ~0Q0-
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No. 788. RUAPEHU - TREE CUTTING AND CLIMBING,

L-5th Dec. 1965

As e regult of. = qllght mig= dlr@ctlon of efforf on- the.
first trip to Ruepehu in the Autumn, there still remsined an
unknown oguantity of trees to cut out on our block sbove Kariori.
Not to worry thoush. it did =2t least provide us with a reesson’
for snother tﬂlp to the mountpln wlth every. chpncp of some
cllmblng on the aunday. ce : .

4g on the first tPlp we took the truck over the Teaihepe
Roed on the PFriday night, arriving &t Kariori aroung I.30zm.
Up with the birdies e little later the gsme morning 2nd off up
the mountéin, where the remsinder of the errent pinesg.vwere goon
des1t with. The perty then divided, some he=sdind for = higher
cemp site gbove the “ahisnos whlle the remnlnder set up their
tents lower down,

4 fine night geve w2y to a perfect morning,with the sun
rising from its lsir in the Keimenaswas to besm down on the-
msnitle of mlst thnt shrouded the country below us. “we left our
6000 ft cemp ot L.45. am,, none too early as it turned out, for
the sun soon begen to soften the show thet still blonket@d the
upper ‘slopeg of the mountain., Time pessed qQuickly snd it was

9. 4% before we geszed down on the crster lske from the Pqétern

11p,

Thpre qe@med to be 2 qudden lech of enthuglaqm ior the
rést: of the climb to Tahursngi (9175 ) - perhsps.a combination
of lste nights and the sight of the high pesk's feirly rugged -
lagt few hundred feet - end we soon convinced ourselves that
time would nhot permit any further progress towsrd the top.

Just 2« well, for it was late enough by the time we arrived
back at the truck, The lasrger psrty had spent the night
further down the mountsin but most of them still managed to
resch the qnow to gembol in the sunshine.’

An uneventful trip home concluded a strenuous but
worthwhile veekend,

No, in Perty: 19 . | Leader: Alsn Berry.

Annette Tremewan, Helen Lees, Christineﬁpr@bﬁle, Elizabeth
Pinder, Peter Lewisg, Grfesham Thorp, John Feigler, Greham Lookman,
Herry ~tewsrt, Werren Greer, Jim Glesgs, Brisn Smith, Bob Carnett,
snthony Daly, John Hesley, Ian Telford, Dennis Bsldwin, Robert

Arthuar. _
-000~—~
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No. 789. . - RED TISLAND " Deec. 19th.

e left Hestings 2t 8.30 and arrived at the besch after
a bumpy ride through-Mr. Edgecombe's psddock. The walk down
wes very plessant end.if did not tske us long to get intc the
weter s the weather wss lovely end warm. Soon some of us had
e climb at Red Islend, whlch wes feirly bricky, and others
started to heve lunch. lh@ rest lay quietly sunbthlng , Or
did we?  Then »t about 2 0 clock it vwag time for =2 few of us
to return to the car and started our fumpy journey home., The
regt left leter in the =fternoon and hsd 91t9rnoon tea at
Mr, & Mrs, Thompqon S. .

Noo in Pprty= _ 32, "~ Leeder:. Els_Bﬁyens,

'Annette Tr@meman, Elixabeth Pinder, Pam Lewis, Blizabeth
Buchenen,. Barbere Butler, Christine Prpbble, Tui Maxwell,
- :Pat Rolt, Lesley Fitzgersld, Noel Evens, Brisn amith, Peter

- Lewis, John Feigler, Dempster Thompson, Dale Prebble + 1,
Douglss Thompson, Lynette Thompson, Graham Thorp, David
" Butcher, John Hesley, Ien Telford, Warren Greer, Harry Stewart,
~Paul Frude, Berry Ullyat, Mrs Kiss, Phil Bayeng + 3.

R
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" No, 790. POHANGIWA HWADWATDP§L NGAMOKO RANGE,
e : ; ‘ HOthTT e © . New Yesr,

- Thlq trip ﬁterted rether b?dley for -one mmber when we
arrived st the end of the Kashmir Road- and it wes discovered

. thet one pesir of boots had béeen left behind. Fortunstely
Grahem's gym-boots were available., Ags we toiled over to the

- Moorcock, = thick trsil of blood=-spots on the farm rosd seemed
to indicete some injury of heroic pronortlonq, but the bod with
the aneblcéd did not seem et all worried. R

: After an parly lunch =t Pohpnglnn ‘Beddle hut (whlch
_qeems now to be more often called "gilver Clty") there vweg 8
debate, whether. to go down the stresm bed, or to go south
along the main divide and drop down to thp river where the
. mep showed the next hut, Leon Kinvig hut. We chose the ridge,
" and vihen we ceme to o good cut track, thought we must heve been
right., - Unfortunately, about halfway along, our good track
suddenly 1eft the top of the ridge snd hesded down the Eagtern
‘side.. This country . is = resl lestherwood .stronghold, end
further progress slong the tops seemed hopeless, sO we cresghed
down into the hesd of = tributsry of the Pohsngina, the first
couple of hundred feet being retyer peinful. The gully wss
steep and full of rubbish, uprooted trees buried under mud
eand shingle. Two bodg did & dramstic diseppesrasnce when gsome
rotten brenches broke =nd they dropped asbout eight feet into




g muddy cevity,

' Py 6pm, when we . pesThed” thg'flfcr, w2 found it éaqy to
.convince ourselves thqt it was a bit.lete. in. the day to go on
down and. look for the hut,: especially as the ﬂpmpqlte wes. 8

good one, complete with s hen&y swimming pool;. so a fire wags
11ty o cho%er of boulderg thrown into the. pool to chagc away,
some auite gizable eels, and the energetic bods hed gwim
while the stew was cooking. Later, o5 we gettled. down to =leep,
a gusty wind. etirred the =2sheq of. our fire, snd the pessimists
p@lntsd out heavy blsck.clouds drifting over from the uwesgt,

but fortunstely only a few gpots .of rein resched usg,

In the morning we took off streight up = ridge towsrds
the Ngesmoko rsnge,  Before. long we were in really thick leather-
wood a2bove our hesds, =nd begsn to wonder if it would take us
2ll dsy to reech the-top, but we had struggled through the
worst-of it within e couple of hours, the mist was lifting fbom
the tops, end he sight of. meinly open tussock slopes encouraged
us to resch the tcp.of the range well beior@ middsy. The eassier
grades along the-tops.were no trouble; we were helfway slong
~to Otumore when we stopped by a tarn to have 1unch After. -
chet with = group of people from Waipukurséu on a day trip,
just befors Otumore, snd shortly afterwsrds with two Forest
gervice men, who suggested 1t might tske us four houre to
Howlett's, we hurried on through the Orous 3a2ddle snd were
floundcrlng through the rather too luxurisnt tus~ock on the
ridge south of Howlett's when the rsin set in; but even the .
slowest reached the Hut” W1th1n"1hree ‘Hou¥s., "wa were glad to
find no more then two priveEte sHOSters =t the hut, as the
bottom bunks- 2re tco low to permit-anyone to sleep under them.,
and- this mekeg the hut = bit. smell for 17, : Three of. our-bods
kindly offered to sleep out.  However, less then 2n. hour after
bedtime, the chap who had wesnted to.try out. his new sleeping-
“beg cover uas- bsnglng on the: door he had. not. 1iked the stresms
~of water trickling down his ‘neck. shortly after hlm, in. came
the one whogse hestily prepared tent gite-hsd turned.into.s
lske,; so, in the end, only Tul spent the whole night ocutside.

On the ¥ondsy mornint, rain snd: thick mist put us off .
our idPP of going over Tirsha and: \pwtoott to Hinerua Ridge .
Hut, ‘so we decided to hesd for hom@ - A wild rush down: the
lqllppery track to Dephne hut, which toﬁkvage reckless type as
little o5 34 minutes; snd s noticecbly less rapid climb over
Stag's Heed ridge, brought us back to thée truck quite early:
YWhat we had~thought would meke a fairly strenuous b=desy trip,
we had doné in- 25 days..  Incidentslly, we hed cleasned up most
‘of: the food which I- n?d Thought -would: have been plenty for.
sixteen for four d?yo R
No. . in Party:: : Leaaer D@t@r Lew1se' -
Grehem LooOkman, Pqul rwud—A Fllzabeth Buchsnan, : Pam Lew1g,
Grahem Thorp, Herry Stewert, 4lan Culver,; Alex Buchsansn,.
Warren Greer, Briasn Smith,- Tul M=2xwell, John Feigler, ‘Trevor
Beldwin, Dempster Thompson,

' =000~
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No. 791.  LAWRENGE HUT - GOLD CREEK Jan. 16th.

Te

.

-.0nce agein it was s lovely fine dey for & Sunday trlp
on the Blowhsrd., Twenty-tvo bods piled on to the truck in

’Haqtlngq at 6, QOema

By 8.10 everyore wag packed and h€ad1ng elong the track,
It was rether s plesssnt. walk through the varying types of
vegétation to ILewrénce Hut, Ve got good views of the Kaviekasg

from Black Whare and the top of th@fgpur lpadlnp down to the

hut which we reached right on morning tes time. Most of us

ate on the qldF 'of the river and watched one. or two keen types
liloing down. It wes here thatwé also met tWo T(uranga hunters
who hed tremped up the Tutsekuri river from River Rosd. Soon
after this Pem Lewis and Tul Maxwell arrived .from Puketitiri.
They had left on saturdey afternoon and qpent the night in
Lotkow Hut, : : _

Half a doz@n others who were dying for a2 gwim went on
up the Tutsekuri river looking for a good swimming hole., They
were soon back to sey that they had had some gsuccess, so every-
one packed bags and moved up the river to ‘have 2 3Wlm and, after
thet, 1unch

At 1. 15 we qet off agein up the Tutmekurl river bound
for Gold Creek, The Tutsekuri gets rsther narrow in this ares
and at the CGold Creek forks the rivers look the same sgize
although the Tutepkurv 1% 1n fsct, csrrylng much more water,

. - The g01ng up Gold. Cre@k would not be called esqy aga
there are 7 1ot of obstecles to climb around. In one place we
had a rether difficult climb over & bend in the river as there
is en enormous deep hole with sheer gides and s waterfsll at
the other end., - After plodding on up the creek for a short
while vwe resched the forks which are just below Castle Rock.
From here we climbed out on the North Esstern . side of the

- ereek and moved through g grddle and crossed the Ksvweks -

Lewrence Hut track. e then ocrub-bpshed round to Boar Hill s
snd dPOpde dOwn to RBlack thre._”

The aPWlVPl ot Black Where seemed to hgve e livening
up effect snd everyone moved quickly back to Blowherd bush
which we reeched at 6.30pm. 4 most enjoysble trip.

No. in Perty: _22. | ‘Leader: . Elizebeth Buchenan.

David:ButqheP, BOb Gerrnett, John Feigler, Graham Thofp, Peter

- Lewls, Trevor Bsldwin, Warren Greer, Harry sStewart, Paul Frude,

Brisn Smith, Dennis Beldwin, Pam Lewis, Tui Maxwell, Elizebeth
Pindsr, Christine Prebble, Lani- Morrls, Susan Tinker, Lesley
Fitzgersld, Brehds Butcher. Sy .

~-000=~ ‘ - -
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No. 792. . UNOFFICIAL REUNION PICNIC.. -~ *  Jen. 23rd.
(Tukltukl,- off 111d19 Roaao)_A_ » B

'The.Reunion picnic wss no sooner OfflCl 1ly cpﬁcelled
than the weather begsn to clear =nd.the sun.camé out,. 2everal
of the present members promptly left for the river with lilos.
Otherg took thelr families to the besch where the ground was-
ndt so-wet.. ‘Quite s few included the river in their round of -
socisl oells. There was s heavy downpour sbout- lunchtime
°Puslng :one carload which had Just arrived to re—ppck their:
picnic Nemper in o hurry snd retrest to ‘the Lbyd's sitting
room. The track across the psddocks got gessy in one or two

places And severel cars.needed assistsnce. It has just
as wpllxth@ Wh01@ Reunlon didn't try to get ther». IR

Those who QppFQPFd ot the river: No. phout Ba

Msury & B?PbPPPVTaylof + 3, qu Lewlq, Pam & Petep, Pat Bolt,.
Noel Evang, ' tarren Greer, Doug Thompson, Klizabeth Pinder,
Brends Butcher, David Ritcher, Christine Prebble, Annette
Tremewan, Dempster Thompson, John Felgler, Grahem Thorp,
Elizabeth Buchenen, Ps2ul Frude, Brisn =“mith, Noeline Tomllnson,
Bdna Steel, Ian & Enid Powell, 3&n & Val rpven, & Mrgs Costello,
Nency Tenner, . JOPnAamlth Mim Mgrcuqsen, Angus Rusgsell,

. —OOO_.

No. 793. ’ f,; KIML‘MOUTd -~NGA{"RORO LILO TRIP -~ Jen 29 30th..

As it- geemed asg though thls trip m1ght be & little
longer than usual we decided to leave earlier on saturdey ,
morning. Eleven of us set off for Kuripapango at.5, 15sm, and = -
at 7.30 we left the truck for the trudge up L100. Once on the
top some of the fester members moved on to Kiwi saddle Hut to
get 2 brew going . : ' '

It wes o bﬁautifully fine day with virtuslly no w1nd,
but the atmosphere wag very hazy msking it difficult for the
shuttﬁrbugs to get-any views., Tramping wes a2lso slow and 1t
wasn't until 10,45 thet the first bods srrived ot Kiwl Saddle

Hnt end the rest frlnkled in at odd tlmes up to 11,30,

After some 1unch end 2 brew the party wag divided into
two - o fagt party of five end = slower perty of six,

The fest perty left st 12.45 for Rocks Aheasd Hut while
the otherg left g little lester for thé two and a hs1f hour
trip to Kiwi Mouth Hut. For the party going to Rocks 2Zhead
" Hut the going we=g rather hot, After lesving Kiwl Saddle Hut
we moved North Best on the ridge to Castle Camp until arriving
at L550 from vihich we scrub-bashed down to Kiwi Creek and then



9.
up & ressonsbly clear spur onto Back Ridge.

It was now L, 30pm so we moved at a stesdy pace to Rocks
Ahead Hut and arrived there a2t 7. 30pm. -

As 1t is snother lonk trip down the river back to
Kuripepengo (17 miles in fact) getting awsy esrly was the ord@“
ofnthe day, so at L.00 am beeskfagt wes under wey and billieg
were cleaned. At 5.15 when it wes light enough to: see where
wecwere going we gset off down the river. This section of the .
river vwag by far the most difficult as the velley here is
much narrower than below Kiwi Mouth., .0On gome of the straight
parts of the river the water was from side to side of the
valley and we had to paddle through the rocks on the gide.
Crossing the river became rether interesting on some of the
bends where we found: ourselves out of erth pnd being whisked
away downstream.

At 8.15 five waterloggd bods spleshed into Kiwi Mouth m
Hut. A oguick snack was had and the log wess filled in., We
found here that the other. perty hed left st 7. 15am, '

At 9,45 we moved off sgesin and for the first 300 yards
followed o cut track down the left bank which goes to s
sugpension bridge which the Forestry have erected for their
cullers to get across to the Manson Country, this being one. of
the routeq to Rookq Ahead Hut,

This gsection of the river is fairly easy going =nd:there
are & number of cut tracks which taske ghort cuts scross bends
in the river. It is one of these tracks which mskes mogst: people
miss CameronHut as the track by-passes it, TWhen our party got
on thig track we stopped to empty some of the shlngle out of
our boots end who should cstch up with us but Peter Lewis who
had gone up to Kiwili sSaddle Hut on saturday night, and then . was
on his way beck down the river., We then went round to Cameron
hut where we gpent three-gusrters of an hour.

Tt hed Just turned 2, 00pm when vwe left Cemefon-Hut:anSIWp
seuntered down the last part of the river to the flood gauge'
where we méet the truck,

The weather on Sundsy wag much the game ag thé>prev1ouq
dey except for s locel thund@rqtorm which hlt us Jjust before
we got to. the truck : . o

The trlp was enjoyed by everyone and geve some
invalusble practige in river crossing,

No. in Party: "™ 11. Léader: Greahem Thorp.

Kiwi Mouth Perty: _marren-Greer; Harry stewsrt, Trevor Baldwin,
' Alan Berry, PamLeWwis, Annette Tremewan,
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Rocks Ahead Perty: Dempéter Thompson, John Feigler, Brian
. Smith, Blizebeth Buchenan,. Grahesm Thorp.

Seturdey Night. - Peter Lew1saf
No. 79u T RUAHINﬁ T, LILOTNG DOLY VFARURO{O Feb 13th, .

A -vast crowd of 35 coll cted rt Holt's at 6 snd we were
off in:the truck =nd two private cers by 6.30. . %We arrived at
Big Hill -station and the day looked as if it would be hot. J
The ides wss originelly to get.to Rushine Hut but this became
modified ‘somewhat in favour of & cool river. ‘e sterted off |
up the hlll snd wound our way:to the top slong a very dusty
track, - The hest weg very tlrlng and the cicadas were not
exectly peaceful. 4fter & few regts we finslly qew the river
below and dropped down over grnqu flatq. : o

-Having forded the river. end Lszct1g°+eﬂ e deﬂp blue
pcol which was reputed to contsin eelg we had = leisurely lunch.
Some members pumped:up their lilos and reclined comfortebly.
Most of the perty mensged to board » 1ilo and some experimented
with layers of inner tubeg (the lstter not found to be very o
successful, however) Ve drifted ‘slowly down the river end hdd -~
a few excitements over minor rapids =nd through the gorge. The
cool weter was e welcome change efter the dusty track s=nd
everyone enjoyed themselves enormously eqp901911y the newcomero
to this form of qoort., : :

H9V1ng drﬁgp@d ourqelveq and our vehicles out of the
wster a few miles dOantregm we clamber£d up the benk and
m@Pndered beck to the truck by verious routes. Yie arrived -
back in Hesatings sbout 8pm feeling thoroughly tired but very _,*
setigfied w1th th@ dey's trip. : o

No. in Perty: 55; - Leaderg: Disna Way & .
Dempster Thompson.

Peter Lewls, Devid Butcher, Grehem Q0oppitt, CGrahsm Thorp,
Psul Frude, Brian 4dmith, Trevor Baldwin, 4lan Ciilver, Bab
Garnett, Harry <tevwert, Antony Dealy, Antony Mort, Ken & Ritd:
Cox, Bertie & Medge McConnell, John Hesley,' Brende Butcher,
Annetts Tremewen, Bréends Thomas, "Helen Hill, Lesley FWtzg@rﬂld
Pet Bolt,Berry Ulys$t, Ian Telford, D”ﬁebster, Brian Mote,
Alison Black, Gwithe Hunt, Lisl Prendergest, M, Vanslobbe,
Lynnaire Engore. : ‘ _ S

-000-

No. 795.  GAIKANAKE Feb 26-27th.
ssturday mornlng roge:-bright smd clear to flnd eleven

"worklng bees' on their way to V81kpmpk9° Ag“we epproached
Triplex creek ‘crossing we ceme sgpoags Maury Teylor who told
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us what timber wee the most egsentiesl to teke. Nine o'clock
found =11 bods bundling = load on their becks and heading up .
the riwer, We srrived =t the hut (2pm) to find somebody. had
filled in the big hole with large stones. After 2 brew we :
dug some holeg for the piles and msde s new track up to the .
new site, '

Next morning we put the piles in the holes end dug a
few more draing, Mid~morning found three energetic bods
climbing up to- MOKAI PATEA for photos.

At 12.30 pm (sunday) two ”day-tripperé“ sarrived - Nancy
and Helen., QSoon ofter their srrivel everybody pecked up end
hesded for home,

No. in Week-end Perty: 11, Leader::. Trevor Baldwin. .
Herry Stewsrt, Peter Lewis, Owen Brown, Grshaem Thorp,. Dennis

Beldwin, Graeme <“oppit, Warren Greer, ‘nnette Tremevwan,
Josn Steenson, Anne licHerdy. :

, L ~000~- _ .
No. on Day Trip: 2. Nehcy Tenner, Helen Hill., .-
N : A o .
, _ —00c~ _
No., 796. THREE FINGYRS - HERRICK'S SPUR.  March 13th.

On s besutiful fresh morning 23 of us set off for the
Mengleton, To get to the Gull Block, which lieg =t the foot
of the First Finger, you heve to durn right after crossing
the Ohsrs River, then turn left sgein up the hill =snd the
road tekes you to s house thet liesg sbout h=1f = mile from the
foot of the First Finger. : o

The twe who hed trevelled by cer had threequarters of
an hour's start on the rest of us. By the timeé we get off,
just after 8, they were emerging from the gcrub thet geemes
to gerd the foot of 21l these spurs, It waesn't long before
we Were into 1t, The less s2id about that scrub, the better.
We eventiually got out of it snd after *thet the spur uwasn't too
b=ad. C ' ’

When you resch the tops the going is most pleasent
with small petcheg of mountein beech interspersed with
rocky bats 2nd gtretches of tugssock #2nd = smsll stresm to
guench your thirst. After lunch:we had h=lf an hour more of
thisg pleassnt going before viec .got on to the mein divide, - We
went north =2long thig for ebout 2n hour with good views of
Ruespehu. At the top of Herrick's we came scross Nency and
Helen lying in the sun drinking tes go we Jjoined them. With
the sun sterting to drop we reluctently left the tops. It




would heve been g0 much nicer to heve ducked =long to ,

-No ‘Men's and spent the night there, ' The spur wes good going
With plenty of discs and venetian blind strips. .gome of the
dlng are coming off after being on there for over ten years.

After ‘going down for whst geemed hours we got 1nto _
scrubby stuff =t the bottom =2nd out on to the farm lend. I
had horrig thoughts thet some of us might get benighted . the
_wrong side of the Gull Stresm gorge which we still hed to
cross. In fact it vss 5 good thing that it wes nesrly derk as’
we climbed out of the gorge-beceuse we couldn't gee how far
it weg to fell. ’

e had 2 brew on re?chlng the truck after completing
8 1ong end rewsrding trip. '

No, in Perty: = 23, ' Jim Gless

Noel ®Wveng, John Feigler, Antony Mort, Dennis'Beldwin, Ian
Telford, Brisn Mote, Russell Deskin, Grehem Thorp, Grahem

" Qopplitt, Trevor Bsldwin, Peter Lewis, Helen Hill, Helen Lees,
Sue: Mort, Csrol @perling, Gwythe Hunt, Wende Richesrdson,

Lisl Prendergsst, Helen McKsy, Annett» Tremewsn, Nancy Tenner,
Yiinston Oliver. :

-c00o~

TRAMPERS' TORCHES

As autunn b*lngs earlier darkness; 1t is not uncommon to dis-
cover that last year's battbrleo have' played havoc with the innards of
a torch. When looking for = new one, as reliability is so important,:
try to . avoid gimmicks like swivel-hezads, magnet-switches or colour
signals. Best wvalue in batteries thesée days seems to be the twin—=cell
cycle~lamp battery: 1t can be depended on for at least two or three
hours!', continuous use without dimming. If single cells are used, they:
should be size D, rather than the smaller onesi their greater life
more than makes up for their extra size and weight. Unfortunately,
present construction of these cells tends to give poor contact between
the ends of the cell and its internal parts, so the spring which
pushes on the cells needs to be a strong one. Lamps in which several
. cells are held ir bcﬂctcry—box9 with spring clips making contdct with
the ends of the nelis, are much more likely to give trouble. Torches
with three or more cells are little better for our use than the ‘stan-
dard 2fcell type: the extra light is seldom needed; and the batteries
last no longer. B - .

Lérgé head torches are awkward to fit in pack or pocket, and
the glass is more casily broken. Replacing a glass with a disc of
aﬁ,perspex is worthwq1ie, Avoid types in which the end of the front .
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cell rests aghinet the metal tip of the bulbs if dropped head down-
wards, the weight of the cells will push the bulb out of focus or
smash it altogether. If your torch has no place for keeping a spare
bulb, inelude one in your first-aid kit or some other safe container
as a bulb can burn out at any time.

If possible the switch should be a type which does not have

a long projecting button which can easily be moved to "on" by pres-
sure against other articles in a pack. If there is any doubt, turn
the fromt cell around so that the two cells meetnose to nose, or,
in the case of other battery arrangements, put a pad of paper in
between battery and lamp-~contact, and then if the switoh does get

accidently turned on, the battery will not be run down. A switch
which allows the light tc be "blinked" briefly is & help, because
by sparing use of the torch, the eyes will not be handicapped in
making best use of whatever dim natural light there may be.

Though it has only very short range and battery life, the
little pen-type torch is well worth carrying be day-trippers; nmuch
better than striking matches!

PeLﬂ
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OVERDUE TRAMPERS

IF a Club Party at any timc,beoémes overdue, would parents

or members please first contact one of the following:-
Alan Berry . 'phone T7-223
Norman Elder v " 17-924
Janet Lloyd "o 87-666
Maury Taylor " HMN 829

ALL active trampers please show this to your parents.

S4B ba B B Ba B B D Bd D Bt D b B D

XXX XXX X'X XX XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX

" ORNITHOLOGICAL

KIWI's FOOT PRINT. On 13th March Helen and Nancy came upon 4 or 5
freshexcellent Kiwi foot prints in the recently-set mud of a dried
up tarnlet on the saddle campsite just beyond the junction of the

southern and second fingers of Three Fingers, Northern Ruahines.

= 0000 0m——

9

e I I e L I Bt i S B e e o B ]




o)

14.

WATIPAWA FQORKS

At the beginning and end of last winter, March and August
1965, two exceptional floods were reported to have made big changes
in the Waipawa headwaters, taking away the fly camp at the Forks,
removing the nearby rain-gauge and various flood marks downstream
that had been put in not long ago by the Catchment Board.

Such floods happen, but not so very oftemn - I can only re-
call in my time, one previous one in 1955 - and to have two in one

winter is well over the odds.

S50. at the end of February I spent a day poking,rdund as

i,far up as the Forks to try and figure out what had happened. VWe'd

been up and down the river for more than 30 years, long enough to
see the deer come in and the cullers arrive and the changes that

‘began to impress themselves on us when we were relaying materials

for the Waikamaka Hut up the river in the winter of 1939.

Our interest in deer dates from Christmas 1935 when a
Wellington party made a trip along the top of the range from the
Pohangina Gorge (Whaingapuna) to Kereru (Matthew's Hut). Deer
sign was scarce south of Tiraka, "The Wild Saw Tooth Ridge, Do Not
Attempt", of the early surveys was barely tracked and quite hairy-
lookings then deer tracks ard animals -became steadily more con-
spicuous till, about Piopio, deer just stood and looked at us.
North of this again there weren't many animels; from Hut Ruin on
the plateau was a hell of untracked, uneatable, dog-leg scrub,

"but the slopes eaten completely out to the edge of the cliffs and

beyond - the animals had moved out.

So we seem to have passed the Waipawa just as the deer were
moving in and before they had had time to do obvious damages; Butter-
cup Hollow for instance was knee high in flowering Ranunculus insignis.

The Internzl Affairs cullers came up from the South Island
towards the end of 1937 and made their highest tallies from the .
Waipawa Saddle north, so that the deer didn't have a long undisturbed
run in the Central Ruahines, though of course these South Island
cullers didn't go in for bush-shooting, nor did: they need to.
During the last war the deer had a break, but since that ended the
pressure on them has been pretty steady and they're now so scattered
and so shy that the problem is to find huvnters to bring the numbers
down further.

About midwinter 1939 when materials for the Waikamaka hut
were being relayed up-river, a slip came down opposite the Forks
within days of the shifting of a dump that would have been buried
under it. This surprised us but it was the start of a series of
slips that developed on the hillsides between the North Block ford
and the Forks.

: These were distinct from the big screes and rockfalls
above Top Camp, off Sixtyuﬁ;ﬁ;ggé in behind Shut Eye which were part



of the pattern described with horror by Coleneo on T¢ Atua lahuru
in the 1840s and pretty certainly independent of recent changes.

The Ruahines are a queer range, apparently being squeezed

up by earth movements, for gravity éOUndings can find no foundation,~f

as in the neighbouring ranges, so it has abrupt fault scarps on
either side and may even be rising faster than it is breaking down,
The change in slope between the range and the Hawkes Bay plains is
so sharp: that the levelling process never really stops and the
geologist had something when he first saw the Heretaunga Plain and
said the real trouble was that human beings had settled here 10,000
years too soon. The Waipawa River is abont the best example of
this as it has the steepest and most direct course from Sixty Six
out on to the Ruataniwha Plain.

This breaking down goes on non-stop and-animals can
‘only spped it up by browsing and trampling the vegetation that
holds steep faces or makes a blanket against frost- shatter. How
much they spced it up is the P64 question. '

When Foresiry began to take an interest in the ranges
there came a chance to work methodically on a lot of casual infor-
mation that we'd been collecting, so from 1954 onwards I've been
taking note of the new slips that have been coming in on the valley
walls up to. the Forks, watching them start, develop and stabilize,
so it was particularly important to see what these last cloud~
burst type floods had done to them.

O0ddly, it was practically nothing. The main riverbed
had shingled up several feet on an even slope from McCullough's
to at least 12 feet deep at the Forks, and two side creeks, Trout
Creek off Three Johns and a rocky trickle on the Shut Eye 81de had
spewed out enormous fans of shingle. (0ddly enough the creek that
comes down past Shut Eye Shack, which had years ago piled up a
similar fan, had this time done absolutely nothing and had moss
still growing on former shingle ledges and even at present water
level). Most of the side slips however showed no sign of anything
unusual, and far from being undercut looked to have been protected
by the feet of shingle piled up against them. Three out of 14 - 15
showed some surface guttering which hed perhaps strlpbed of f some
grass, but that was the lot. .

At the Forks it was pretty clear that the southern
branch down from the saddle ‘had not besen greatly affected. The
big screes off Sixty Seven still had vegetation creeping up them
and the fresh shingle terraces were not a patch on those at the
Forks that had come down from Sixty Six and the northern branch.
Shingle had swept away the fly camp and gone a couple of chain into
the bush, ending in a 10-12ft drop into. the southern branch. ' The
island the rain gaage used. to sit on9 looked to have been .washed
away and replaced by a larger shingle bank. Trees were barked and
bruised for a foot or more above the present surface.
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. Looking up the Northern Waipawa a great bank of shingle
opposite the mouth of the steep creek off Sixty Six was conspicuouss,
This stood about 20ft:-above the presont stream lewvel and the
bruising and stripping of the few trees s%ill standing reached about
the same level at the stream confluence. The fall of the creek off
Sixty Six was too steep for much shingle to have lodged, but the
banks. of shlngle up-the main northern arm had decrea ed to:a depth
of 12 feet or so a -mile further up, . : o .

" Even thoumh all deer were killed out of the Walﬁpws,
recovery would be slow. In 1959 when hunting was belng stepped'*
up an enthusiastic field ‘officer, Don Foote, lugged a recl of barbed
wire up from the forks and‘wired a group of trecs so flghtly that
neither deer nor human beings have since béen able to get inside.-
Even with sign of deer so seldom visible up this ridge the difference
is unmistakeable, and the exclosure has a complete cover of plants
even though the growth is slow and most of it 1s a tender creeping

Nertera.

Unfortunately one of the trees” ovnrhanglng it has died, and
equally unfortunately a lot of trees havc been - felled to make a heli-
copter landing, so close on the ridge that more light reaches the:
ground; The exclosure will probably come away much faster, but it
will no longer show what happens under. the w1ndroof of mountain_
beech 99 was the original intention. :

N,LoEi
-=~00000-—~ '

S;Aon OPERATION "BEACONQUF“T”
Tarﬂru s, 24=27th Mﬁroh, 1966

The purﬁo e of this. exer01se'was twofold, flrstly; as .an
instructional and refrésher course.for the organisations moqt close-
ly concerned with Scirch and Rescue, and secondly,. to try to - assess
the value of a radio beacon in locatlng downed aircraft.

, The ‘exercisc revolved ‘around 2 Cessna with .four.on board,
missing on a flight from Hastings to Paraparaunu. Although'there
is as yet no beacon 2vailzble which will survive a crash and emit
a sighal automatically, small beacons are in use by the R. N, Z ALF.
for attracting attention to aircrew down in the sea. - The beﬂcon
emits a:radio signal, which can be homed upon by aircraft fitted

w1th the neces“ﬂrv ”D001V1ng equlpment.

Just over IOO representatlves from 21l parts of thc

‘,cquntry attended, 30 odd being Federated Mountain Clubs represen-
~'tatlve and the balance POllCC, Radio, N= t10n31 Parks and others.

As the search and subsaquent rescue progressed the lec-

“tures to.observers matched the operations in the field, with-a

running commentary on how the field operations were getting_along.
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Thursday. An R.M.Z.a.0'. Hercules did a quick run down from Auckland

during the early hours of the evening, picking up personnel on the way. B

This massive jet-prop transport cruises at over 300 m.p.h., and made
short Wwork of the trlp to. Welllngton via Ohakea. In fact it was back _
in Auckl%nd bcfore we had reached Trentham Cwnp by truck from Rongotai. :

Friday. The first day revolved around the air/radio search for the =
missing plane, following the progress of the S.A.R. Co-ordination o
~Centre -in narrowing down the arca of’ probablllty'to a. managoable Q1zo."
The aﬁlo beacon. did prove - ‘etfeéctive in’ ‘indicating thé_general p081t10n
where the plane had come down, although the first signals were plcked
up by an N.A.C. flight and not by the specially equipped search planes.
. e spent: the:day in the iShell House theaterette, being lectured on
various ~subjects «related to the organisation of S.A.R. and the work of
the Co-ordination: Centre in & Class III search. At the same time we
were kept posted ioh the actualexercise by periodic reports relayed .
by closed oircuit TV from the S.A.R. Co-ordination Centre.  Based upon
the beacon reports,; light aircraft were sent into the probablllty area
but severe turbulence prevented anmy reliable sighting reports Nine
g¢arch teams were thcrcfore organlsed briefed at the Central Pollce
Station and sent. in to cover this area visually from the ground. The
teams left. Wellington about 8 o'clock on the Friday evening and in
mostcages moved well into their respéctive search areas during the
night: ! Tough typés in the Tararuas - the advance base team reached
Alphal{ Hut at 5 am, Se turdmyg after an all nlght tramp.

Sﬁturdaxo Flbld oe@rch headquarters was. set up at Trentham so that
operations could be followed by the observers and the day was devoted
to lectures on subjects associated with field search.

B ,;'

oL "One. of the search teams plcked up two ”SurV1vors" and by
mld*afternoon the "‘wreckage" of the missing plane was reached. The
6ther two ocdupants were seriously "injured" and so the exercise moved
1nto a rescue phﬂse. : -

Sundaz The last dzy dewlt w1th the rescue’ aspects of the operatlon

and -the- 1ecturos followed" Sulto~'Tﬁ1kS on first aid, aerial drops and {..:“

the use. of hellooptero Were followpd by a flnal ‘resume of the whole
exerciseg.
-~ Home agw1n by Br1°t01 Frelghter, arr1v1ng Napler 6. 15pm.

Altogother a solid but worthwhlle three dayu from which we galned a
lot - ‘not “only from the lectures in matters of search organisation
and’ tochnlque9 but also by contact with our oppos1te numbers: around
the oounfry, cop901911y our nelﬂhbouro from the Manawatu and: Botorua.

: Att@ndlng° Maury Taglor and- Alan Berry; also Sgt. John
McCormack (Hastings Police) and Jack Carrell (Ha%tlngs section
Amateur Rﬂdlo Emergency Corps )

e ST ; AoVaBov
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Urewera

Left Mapier about 6,30 a.m. on Boxi

Waikaremoana, arriving there about 10.30

mid day for the ranger to appear so Harr
licence.

Left the vehicle at Aniwaniwa snd 1
up the track to Waikare-iti. An hour br
some of us had a swim. ‘

We had intended to get to Manuoha o
the track. (no longer in existence).
on to Sandy Bay. Sendy Bay hut is wvery
(18 bunks), More swimming, stew (with
Christine's pudding for tea. Weather wa
but during the night it rained hesvily =

Up late next dey and sway by 10 a.m
track to the Kaipo lagoon.
off and on so parkas went on and off mos
good disced track finished at the lagoon

it, we went directly across the lagoon a:

making for the east-west ridge containin
ridgey still in the beech trees, the wea
more persistent, mingled with hail.

We followed the ridge along in a we
over Pukepuke (3900 approx?) en route.
when Xmas pudding (agesin) and custard (1
a billy) went down very well.

Towards 3,00 p.m. we turned on to a
the general direction of Manuoha. We fo

This took a]

December 26thf;ﬁw

ng Day~and‘headed for. .
« Had to wait until about
y could get shooting

o
=

aden like pack horses we went
ought us to the lake where

n the first day, but we missed
Realising this, we continued
comfortable and spacious
unusual additivesg and

s good - fine, sunny and hot,

nd was very windy.

4

This time we followed the
bout half an hour. It resined
t of the morning. The

s so after a brief search for
nd headed north (roughly)

g Pukepuke. On top of the
ther was colder and rain was

sterly direction passing
Had a brief stop for lunch
sboriously carried by hand: in

side ridge which ran in
Lllowed this down then up and

eventually reached the summit of Manuoha
was quite essy through beech and ferns,
trackwhich leads off from Manuoha in an
Manuoha hut was a welcome sight. It 1lie
summit in a small clearing about 50' bel
smoky fireplsce and only three bunks. -
packs down when it started to show. Her
his tent (for our bénefit), but. he quick
the tent collapsed with the snow.. It
' thing was white next morning with 2-3" o

in getting underway down a long ridge to
3,30 pom. at the bridge over the Wiotuku
easy downhill tramp along a well marked
we descended, but was still wet.

(4L602') about 5.L5: Going

The last £ hour was on a
asterly direction. The

on .the western side of the
w the top, but has a very -
We hed only just put our
¥ had :ideas of sleeping in
¥y moved into the hut when
was a ceold night and every-
f srnow. @ We wasted no time
the road, reaching it about
puna stream. It was an ‘
treck. It became warme® as




¢

19
-7

About a mile =2long. the road towards Aniwenive’ brought us-Ho
Hopuaruahine landing whére we spent a rough night in a 10 x 10 tent
lent to us by the meroccupying one. of the huts.

Jext mornlng (Weancsdﬁy) Harry went back.for the car.and we
moved off about 11.30 a.m. Sick of the bad weather we decided to go '
to Morere Wthh we did stopping at Wairoa for lunch.

Two swims were had at Morbr@ - one in the muwky hot (?) pools
and one in the strecam. We slept out as the weather was fine and -
warm. HMext day we went across the Kcl 1y road"--to a beach 5 milés -
north of Oputama and descended on somc friends for lunch and a swim,
this time in the sesa. About 2.00 p.m. we headed for home = reaching
Napier about 6.30. A very 1nterest1ng trip in new country. ‘orth
anouther trip some time. '

‘“qrty. . Harry Stewart, Chrlutlne Pr@bble, Ellvabcth and Alex Bachqnqn
Paul Prude, BPl“ﬂ umlth.
: CsBo Se

Ruahepu: ' | “ovember 26th

On Friday 26th Movember Dcmpstcr, Athol and myself were ready
to leave at about 6 P.m. but at 5.U40 DvaSLpP got a ring to say .
Warren Grecr weas waiting =t Holts for us.  Aftecr some ringing, talk~
ing and waiting we got Elizabeth to come with us. I sped home and
got the truck, rushed arounB, and picked up Elizabeth and finally
left Mapier about /oa5 e “PPlVGd in Taupo about 10.10 p.m. refudled
‘and headed to Ruapbhuc BJ this time I thought Athol would be we'll )
ahead of us. I made a: wrong turning and Ondbd/lg Tavrarunuis We
finally arrived at the. Chateau about 120)0 five minut:s: after the
otherso' ‘They lcft at 8 10 Dolfler

Early next morning it was raining fairly hard. It hed stbpped*
by about 8,30 but it was misty at the top for most of the day. About
L pem. it cleared for a pcrlodo About midday twenty girls turned up.
Gee, whet a noise. they mﬂkeo> Je hadia terrific stew prépared“byﬁi'
Eempstemu-- o ' : o R A

Next‘morning it wes: rulning steadily untll we 1cft at “bout :
9. 45, We travelled via ¥etional Park, Ohakune, e=iduru and flnwlly
arrived at Taupo about midday. . We hqd o swim in the A.C. Baths and
the last truck 9rr1vrd hone about 7. 30

Darty: T;‘i!.lzﬂb(,th “1ndcr, Dem@stcr Thompson, Athol Mece (1@9aer)
Graham Griffiths- '
GO HO G'e
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Duketitiri to Blowhard: January 15th-16th .

Half the party couldn't get away from work until 3 pP.m. SO
after hastily packing, we turned our backs on a waterlogged
Puketitiri and took off from Baldy for the Lotkow Hut at Lp.m. in -
pouring rain with visibility at 100 yerds. = . . o e
: Trevelling down the valley wes quite pleasant - we were soon
thoroughly saturated, so paddling down Gorge Stresm couldn't make
us any wetter - except for one poor unfortunate who sat, waist deep
in a hole! = The track leaves the Gorge Stream where the Lotkow creeck
Joins, and sidles round above'’ this creek and from ‘there on is 1like
a ‘four lane (bush) highway - slightly up and down in places, but
ideal for high geer. Arriving at Lotkow Hut at 6 p.m. we were
greeﬁédvby'numerous Tomtits, “Jarblers and Riflemen, even the roll
of toilet paper was on its way down the track to meet us! The hut
was in an immaculate condition, the last occupants having taken off
before Xmas. After filling the woodbox we .cooked our stew. (delicious)
rcad the log book, and hit the sack at 10 psms while the rain still
ceaselessly poured.dovm. \
6 a.m. next morning we awoke to brilliant sunshine with birds
singing everywhere. A leisurely breakfast a clean up, and we were
away at 8 a.m. Jjust as the sun reached the hut.  Travelling :
conditions were perfect, spirits soarded, =nd we -tripped along over
the saddle and on to a very distinct track, sidling above the creek,
heading, we thought, for the Lavwrence. The track abruptly ended
in a greasy slip vhich we negotiated in the unorthodox way of using
all fours and eventually ended up ot the main creck which apparently
we should have paddled down all the way. Finding occasional discgs,
we- plodded on down the creck for some time, then followed_avclearly
defined track round the side before dropping down to Cable Creck -
where we met two Robins. Freouent arguments ensued as to who
should lead as the hook grass was really ripe - and there_seemed an
unfair amount of it too!l - ' e

pill. downhill, over a ridge and finslly downhill to the -
: Uphill, downhill, over a ridge gnd_flnully : e
_Tutaekﬁri*river where the Doneld joins ‘it. A quick scamper doyn_;
stream along the riverbed to meet our fellow Heretaungas by 10,?.m3
at tﬁe Lawrence Hut. From here we continued the rest of the grlp
%ith them up Gold Creck and out to BlowgardtzlakBoir,gi%i§F?gr;v.

ine ome to Puketitiri by 1 2.m. ur anks_ to He : o
iigﬁéézrgo?o Bay View and to Rex Maxwell for taklng,us.tg.Puketitlri.

Tui Maxwell, Pam Lewis |

Lildng on:the lower Igaruroro 20th Pebrurary

Three H.T.C. and one visitor strolled up to where the Mangatahi
stream joins the Illgaruroro, a few miles above Margekaksho:.an@
expected to have a placid journey down river on lilos. Jlth%nva b
few hundred yards, two had been washed under a fallen willow tree DYy
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a strong current, and being foreed along the sloping brasnches, were
dragged under. TLuckily nothing worse than a two-foot tear in one
lilo resulted, It.secems as if these quiet looking Towland river
stretches mldht be more d ngerous than thc high country ones.

R | "-’/L-
Ben Lomond 5747 ‘ o 16th - 17th February

From the camplng groung qt Qupcnstown we took off at 7 p.m. to
amble up Ben Lomond for the night. We toddled upwards til 9 p.m. ‘
when darkness oveértook us, then selected o place among the snow grass
to slecp at about 5,000 ft. As the slope wasn't horizontal we
scrqtohcd about among the snow. grass clumps for some time before
getting settled. The first pillow I found turned out to be a very
prickly Spaniard. It was one of those sparkling clear nights only
the high country can produce, and the twinkling lights of Quecnstown
far below were strangly out of place. A thick band of fog had
settled over Lake. Wakatipu, . the settling dew was like .a light raln'
and soon the ground and slceping bag covers were drenched. It was
also ruther cold! . Teeth soon storted to chatter. like mathine gun
fire, Sometimes we slept, but most times we didn't., ' Dave dlén t
approve either, of waklng up to flnd he had a fcce full of my ‘feet
as 1 grav1tatgd dOWﬁhlllq B

By h L5 ﬂemc it was elther die of exPosure or get up 50" by L
5 a.m. we were on the way upwards, in the grey half. light. The little
mountain flowers were still tightly closed, and 18 hoary old .
Merinos took off like mountain goats as we puffed on upwWards. Finally
we got there and sat among the rocks on top, taking in both food
and thé glorious views as the sun slipped up over the- Rgmﬁrkﬂblcs
and thousands upon thousands of acres of snow=capped hills and"
renges changed from decp blug to pink, Slowly the niist ‘thinned,
then vanished, and we could look down into the grecn watersof Leké
Wakatipu to the south ea st .and Moke lake to ‘the south west. - Shadows
in the gullies lesqened ‘and .as we had to break camp at QuecnstoWn
and head for Makarora that day, we reluctantly: headed downhill
Just before 8 q,m._arr1v1ng at, the ccmrlng ground about 9 30 a.m. -

av1d nnd am LOWlS

vSouth Islqnd trlp.: (cxtrtcts from letters from Ronu Budgett)

Hltch-hlklng from Lytil tOn over to- the Mbst Coast was easier

then T had GXP®Ct€do Hac. not liked the thought of ‘thumbing a ride Codd

but fortunauelv did not once’ have to do this. Enjoyed a brllllently
fine mornlng at Arthur 5 Pass; wns up above the bushline by 8 a.m.
and climbed- along the main rlage ‘north of the valley, klcklng steps
in the snow 'in one or two places to Mt. Blimit, Tt wasn't -safe to
attempt any more on my own, and without an ice axe; so retreated
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down the slopes into- Temple Basin, where the deserted ski huts were

littered with bottles, tins =nd broken glass, presumably from some
Labour ‘weekend parties,

Spent nights at motor camps at Hokitlkq, Franz Josef, and Fox,
but it rained most of the time at the last. twoy: with little v181ble
but wet bush and slips along the rocdside.(( LaKe-Paringa made up -~
for this with perfect. weather, and I spent a: couple of days exploring.
B The old cuttle trall 1s already becomlng overgrown.3¢

) Road works were 1n full swing, with the officlﬂl openlng only
;two days away, and heavy machines were frequently: gettlng stuck and
‘heving to haul each other out of boggy patches, = One. of the Workers

. '8t Knight's.point lent me his binoculars to watch the seals on the

Jfbepch below. Was grateful for a 1lift along: the last miles of dusty
strolght road to Haast, having walked 25 miles and thlnklng that I
‘had been d°bit optlmlstic in packlng my paek, Whlch WuS stlll over
MO lbs , : ﬂ

Stopsﬁof a couple of days in Wanaka, Cromwell and 0ueenstown,
brought me to a pleasant family on a sheep station eight miles up
the Routeburn road at the head of Laoke Wakatipu. The situation
wes’ mﬁgnlfleent the bracken~-covered hill behild the house rises to

over 6000 ftrand across the Dart is Mt. Alfred and a short way
upstream the »turret head of Mt. Earnshav During my weeks with
them I‘lesrned a great deal of the problems of country folk; making-
do when you are a long way from the shops; corresPOndence school
lessons; arranging meals for hungry workers.. Jo wonder the chlldren
are 80 brlght and resourceful. o kel .

: ’”1cked bad weﬁther for the next stqge, nnd was delﬂyed three

days in: the Routeburn Hut by heavy rain. The river became a raging
“torrant.: hclfway across the flats; for a while there was also a
- frothing stream along the side of the hut.” At last the rain eased,
though there were still heavy low clouds when I moved ons* = The-
track up through the bush and round the basin below.Harris: falls
wasn't very well marked and. it began to snow gently, blg flakes
drlftlng down into the dark lake below. From the saddle th& track
oMl excellent. . The smart new hut at Lake Mackenzle was occupled by
a deerstalker who was drying his clothes by the fire and warming
himself with a bottle of whisky. The lake" ‘wes -a bright dark green,
- set in stunted beech at 3400 ft, and had risen to cover the track
in one plece. : Between there and Howden the high altitude beech is
festooned Wlth moss and lichen, and very beautiful in the rain. . The
Earland Falls were impressive, seeming to pour straight down on to

~ you from the ¢liff high above. Howden hutwhich had taken mg 7

hours tramping time from Routeburn, contained some A.U.T.C. bods
who had been rained out of their camp and had been waiting for
better climbing weather for four days. The hut is a good one, with
12 bunks, but only a miserable free standing stove whlch doesn' te
like wet wood.
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Tn the sunshine next morning the Hollyford valley looked
glorious; lush and green with the bright contrast of patches of
foxglove and mistletoe, the crecks still roaring down milky with
foam and glinting everywherc. :

I stayed at the camp run by Murray Gunn, and was fortunate to
go on one of his trips to Martin's Bay. 'We took two riding horses
and a pack horse for the first day's journey. - The second day was
spent menlandling a heavy dinghy over rapids and boulders, which. :
cost us all a thorough soaking and some bruiscs. We rowed to Lake
McKerrow, dried out round a huge fire, and set off down the lake
in the moonlight at 10 p.me The outboard motor went on strike
and most of the night was spent tinkering with spark plugs etc.,
and rowing. At 2 a.m. the mist came down and for & while we scemed..
to row in circles. An hour later we found a beach, made a fire and
waited for dawn, cating bacon and egges fried in . a billy, until the
sandflies drove us off, Two hours rowing brought us to Jamestown
where we were loaned another outboard, and this brought us to Martin's
Bay before mid-day. '~The following day was spent suribathing, swimming
and procuring rabbits for tea, near the site of the old HMcKenzie
homestead. On the return, the other outboard also packed up;=-
more hours of unsucccssful tinkering. Next day we -rowed back to
Jamestown and borrowed a canvas shect instead. "7ith this folded and
roped to a Menuka mast and boomy; we made use of a good stiff brecze
to reach the head of the ¥ke in only 2% hours; a brisk walk brought
us to Lower 2Pyke hut before dark and we had 'a welcome big feed of
trout which had been given to us. The last day nearly ended in
disaster when crossing a deep ford; the young pack horse played up
and was swcpt on to a snag, another horse also got into difficulty,
and some swimming had to be done at short noticel! The others decided
to walk the rest of the way while I took the horses out. Lo

[

Another memorable day was when I was invited to join a family
of three climbers on an easy ascent of Barrier Knob, szbhove the. -
famous Gertrude saddle. The knob is only about 6000 ft but the view.
is thought by many to be the best in Fiordland. For a while after
unroping on the broad summit I felt completely overwhelmed by the
panorama of glistening peaks, quite beyond description; the Darran,
Humboldt, and other ranges, Milford Sound below, Aspiring in the
distance, and near at hand, Crosscut, Telbot, Christina, Marian and
Sabre; 2nd not much farther, Tutoko and Magdelene. An expericnce
like this is worth weeksof ordinary humdrum living. Besides the
weather, the snow ¢onditions were also perfect, soft enough to kick
steps, but firm enough in places for standing giissades on the way
down. We toock 5 hoursup but only 3 down including stops for photos
and botanising. I certainly hope that many other H.T.C. boots can
find an opportunity to pass that way. Mr. Gunn has a museum
including many interesting articles from the pionecering days; it
is a pity that it has not becn publicised more.
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| DATT &"EEES VALLEYS

The‘Dart and Rees Rlvers flow into Lake Wﬂkﬂtlpua¢ It was |
in these two. valleys that we spent a two-week tramplng holiday in

_January,

Wlt} 7 day packs, wé left our transport at the end of the

_ road from Glenorchy and tr“mped into Twenty-Five Mile Hut in the Rees.
. This would have been a stroll were it not for a blazing hot sun, heavy

packs and our very unfit condition. Next day we crosscd the river and

~spent a drizzly morning trying to find the track up through the beech

forest to Earnslaw Hut. Eventually this was achieved more by accident

-.than good track markings and E«rnslaw Hut was reacqud just bcfore the

bush line.

Our objeCtive was Earnslaw - the East Peak (9,000 feef) and
so next day we continued up, past aptly-named Kea Basin, to .the snow~
line where we roped up for some experience. Traversing the Birley

.Glacier, under = clear sky without a breeze; we seemed to lose pounds

before the saddle was reached. On our right Leary, to the left Earn-
slaw; 2nd straight ahead was the welcome sight of Esquilant Bivvy,

at 7,000 feet, belonging to the Alpine Club. Here we were exposed to

quite a strong westerly which kept us company for the next 36 hours.
The, Blvvy had sollﬁly frozen rubber mattresses stuck to the floor.

’These we unfroze ané dried in the strong wind. A comfortable time
‘was spent in the hut but I wouldn't like to be there with more than

three companions - a bit orowded,

marnslaw.s Tast Pe?k proved 1mp0351b1e for our party - it

was too’ ic§ and we were too-inexperienced. Instead & plensant day

was. spent on and circum-navigating Leary (8,000 feet) From here a

- magnificent panorama of the Southern Alps presented itself under a

cloudless sky. ©From a sheltered spot we admired the view while
Hav1ng lunch and sunbathing on the warm rock,

Another day in the snow would have been most acceptﬁble

—_buﬁithe next cday heralded rein clouds and reluctantly we madé 2 fast
- descent past Earnslaw Hut into the shelter of the forest, Heré th

sun was shining #nd the walk through the beeches was the most- beau—
tiful I have ever made.

This successful week in the Rees was followed by a complefe
contrasﬁ_— 3fln and flood in the Dart, a muddy glacial river. It
certalnlé'up to its name - the Dirty Dart.

Leaving the car near Paradise, our newly-filled packs
seemed quite light as we spent the first afternoon reaching China-
man's Flats. Here manuka bivvys were made and next morning we woke

up to drizzle; not to mention the eternal sancfly.

The next day is firmly implanted on my memory. The river
was ‘rising and bluffs had to be climbed instead of rounded. A sturdy
tributary had to be crossed; the final barrier proved to be Sandy
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Bluff. We are still wondering where that track is! Looking for a
track in pouring rain, ‘with heavy packs and leaking parkas and with
no prospect of shelter on the near side of the bluff was somewhat
depressing. We got no further than that bluff but did achieve
something else. Our party now belongs to that experienced group
which, neglecting to use compasses, has gone round in a complete

.eircle and ended up further back than everl

At 4pm we set up house .under a huge overhanglng rock.
This was a wonderful abode and afforded us quite good shelter for
the next two niglits. The tributary behind us - had risen to a danger-
our lével. Hal enjoyed sSome river c¢rossing here. He cross sed. safe~
ly on a rope but yelled back that it was unsafe for me, so we
brought him back again.

We tried once more to find the ‘elusive track but with
little enthusiasm. The sandflies liked us too much and the. hut
over -the bluff had a discouraging name - Sandfly Hut. .

As we emerged from the Dart we felt that the va]lev had
been somewhat inhospitable but we dldgget many good laughs. At any
rate, with the Rees, it gave us an ex remely varied holiday.

. . Mo.‘M'Co o
Perty: Hal Christian, Bill Hendry, Bert and Madge McConnell.-

SOCIAL NEWS

Birthéz To Stan and Kathy Woon - a son.
“ Mo Gae and Earle Culver - a son.

gggggementx _Christine—Prebble to Alister Spain.
Marriage: Heather McKay to Chick Hill. -

Bereavements Dur:sympathy to Stan and_Bob Woon'oﬁ the death of
their father.

Departuree: Graham Lookman to Wellington.
Elizabeth Pindar overseas. .
Elizabeth Buchanan to Ardmore.

Re—appearandess “Alison Procter on her way bauk from Englﬁnd to
Adelaide.
Dick Endt and his Wlfe on a visit from Auckland.

ASSOCTIATE MEMBERS: [The follow1ng ex-members hagve reJolned the Club
a8 Associate Members:- :
Geoff Gilchrist, Edna Steel, Noeline Tomllnson9 Doris Haase,
Al Moffit, Brlan JObblHSa -

NEW MEMBERS: We Nelcome the following to the Club:~ Martin du
Fresne, Brian Smith (absentee), Graham Soppit (jr.), Ian Telford (jr.)
Joan Steenson (jr.), Anne McHardy (jr.).
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FPIXTURE LIST;

Leaders to give a short descrlptlon of trip - locallty,
fitness requlred, etc. at the meeting before the trip.

1966 i . Leader
APR.23-25 .Remutupo Hut-- Upper Makaroro - Trlg K. - P. Lewis
" 24th Centre Makaroro Hut - Trlg K. : - s
MAY 8th Te Irlnga'from-Gentle Annle;"f Madge McConnell
MAY 21-22 Waikamaka, or Studholmes Saddle Hut via : e
_ Maéklntosh track - Kiwi Hut. ~John Feigler
JUNE 4-6 Walkamaka Hut. = N : o Dempster Thompson
Queents B'day -
JUNE 19th Lake Opoushi. S L Helen Lees
JULY 2-3  Galbraiths Hut - Taraponui (Maungaharuru) Diéha.Way
JULY 17th East Face 66 or Armstrong Saddle. - Alan Berry
JULY 30-31 Lotkow - Mackintosh - Makahu (Kawekas) Peter Lewis
AUG. 14th . Kaweka Hut ~ snow trip. Annette Tremewan
AUG.27-28 Ruahine Hut - No Mans Hut. - o John Feigler
SEPT. 11  Pohatuhaha - Sentry Box. ‘ Dennis Baldwin
SEF .24~25 Middle Hill - Ballard Hut - Makinb'Huf;fv Graham Thorp
(N, Kawekas)
OCT. 8-9 Trial Search () : Maury Taylor

Fares are reducible by 2/- for seniors, and &

for school

List of Contents:

pupils, if paid at the meeting before or on the,tr;p.

Reunion
Donations
Club Trips

Trampers' Torches

- 1 .. Waipawa Forks .
2 ° SAR Operation "Beaconquest"
3 Private Trips
12°  Social News

Ornithology - Kiwi footprints .“13:’ Associata Membeérs -
Overdue Trampers 13 . New Members

ANZAC DAY POPPIES: Please hand to Annette your Popples for the

Cairn Wreath.

Fare

10/-
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10/-
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9/~
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25
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