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ANNUAL REP O RT

Pr681dent‘s Report~

It is pleasing to be able to once again reoord T osn
in thepCIUb}Sgllfco The weather has not %gén q1l¥e Xeg%gcg gfu% yegr

we might have wished and the physical discomforis of tramping may
have been a little greater this year than- prev1‘usly but. ncnetqeicsc
T feel members have had wmany enjoyable trips.
There is Domcthlng about -trampers uhatw_ce“b fo set them apart

from most other spcrtsman and this, is he fact ~hat a Club such as
ours seems to get just as much fun out oL w01K14@ part ‘es as from
scrious tramping: ' This is a good thing, and I do believe that the
rco-operative effort that is réquired o fund-ro. 31ng ‘veniures, hut
‘building, track maintenance and the iike bl;ys : blg vart, dn main-
taining the excellent Club spirit which we ¢ JO»Q I thirk the fact.
that we have not.the larg> me cmeership oLvsome,oh the City clubs is
" to our advantage in that ii keeps menvters in & closer khit group.

end does. I feel add to the pjeasures of ‘cur trarping. Working parties
have been well to the forz this year but there has seldom been any
difficulty in gathering together a good team of willing workers.

’ Membefship has again hown a 3;1gﬂt increase to 1109 3 more
than last year. The total. membership COMPWLSOS 72 active members,
18 juniors, 2& abceHFGLU9 .3 associates and ) life membders. .

, Ti‘lnancmlly the year: has bbbn qul te-a Sat18¢(CtOPy one. Our
mégor expense has becn the ebuﬂldlng of Walkamcka PuuLbut most of
the cost invoived Was recove >red on tne Ruagehu “ree. cut tlng expedltlon°
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This year we switched our horticultural activities from sweetcorn to
broadbeans, the crop yielding a net income of £30. We are again
indebted to Mr. Thomson for the use of his land for the crop. The
net profit for the year of £L41 has been =dded to accumulated funds,
which have now built up to a substential reserve of ~'£800,

As this is my final term of office T should like to take. the
opportunity of expressing my personal thanks --ahd ‘T kriow that' these
will also be the thanks of fellow members - to just a few of the
many who have worked so hard for the Club during the.past year.
ithout 'the services of our Secretary and Treasurer, all would be
lost, and I am particularly grateful to them for fulfilling their
functions so smoothly and efficiently. The job of Club Captain is
also one that involves a great deal more work than meets the eye and
we are all grateful to Peter Lewis for the work which he ‘has dones,.
Our thanks are also due to Peter and to Russell Berry.for the work
which they hawedone, on the truck and to Jim Wilshere and Maury Taylor
in particular for the great deal of time which they have devoted
to the rebuilding of Waikamaka. A special word of thanks is due to
the members of the Social Committee, who have excelled themselves
in providing us with intersting and informative addresses .at Club
meetings. IR

AeVe Be

‘Giub‘Captain's Report:

The trip lists for the year show a remarkable increase when it
is considered that more than 60% of these trips have encountered
bad weather, Fifteen day trips, counting some Sunday trips which
have been run in conjunction with weckend trips like the Cairn trip
~drew an average of over 19 starters per trip, and sixteen weckend
or longer trips averaged over 15 per trip., Activities have perhaps |
vafied;even more gidely then usual, from lilo-ing in flooded rivers
bo carrying timber for hut rebuilding; from sunbathing on a river-
bank to crawling across the Waipava saddle in conditions far below
the limits of comfort when wearing ordinary trampers' clothing, snd
from cutting pines on the slopes of Rugbhehu in the early morning;
~to crashing downhill through snow and leatherwood late at night.

A fTeature of the active membership has been the sudden influx
of strong, enthusiastic boys in the 1L - 18 age group; they have
done their best to make up for lack of experience by their commonsense
and ‘gquickness to learn; have refused to be discouraged by the .
miserable veether, and have worked hard and willingly. Many of the
are reaching a fair standard of fitness, and this may bring problcms
in planning trips; what scems like an easy stroll to them may be a .
‘bit strenuous for older members who arenot able to come out often,
and may frighten off new members out for the first time. It may be
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helpful sometimes to divide yErties and give these chaps a good walk,
while the others enjoy an easier trip. We will also need to be
careful that surplus energy does not lead to showing-off, or pranks
which may spoil the enjoyment of others.

Though the bootmakers have given their usual assistance to the
sticking-plaster trade, we have once again had a year frece of mgjor
injuries. Some members spent an unscheduled night out when we did
not meke enough allowance for delays caused by the usual worsening
of the weather, and it was better to wait for daylight rather than
risk a sprained ankle, or vorse, by trying to blunder along in the -
dark for too long. A boy who became detached from a school party.
managed to find his way back to a hut, and was found on his way out
-next morning by some of our Jjunior members who, though some of them
had been out only once or twice beéfore, formed useful reconnaissance
parties at short notice. Otherwise, there have been few worries
about odd bods overdue or mislaid. The trial search largely achieved
its object, with many of the people Wwo are likely to be involved
in a real search being given some idea of the problems they may deal
withe

After several winters with hardly enough snow for snowcraft
1nstruct10n, it was ironical that snow and bad weather held up work
on rebuilding Waikamaka But, but even so, only one trip was not held
on the day planned; a Sunday trip was postponed a week because of
heavey rain, but the trip was still a wet one! The figures for
overnight accommodation are intersting; of about 365 pcrson/nlghts
spent away on club trips, 112 were spent in Forest Service huts or
buildings (just think of what this veald cost at boardlnghouse rates! )
About 83 were spent under the stars, 72 in huts or builildings belong
ing to Parks Board, other clubs, or farmers, 63 in our own huts (the
remains of old Waikamaka); 33 in tents, and 12 on the truck..

: : On0e agalny we owe thanks to many people. To Forest SGFViCp

men who have given us information or whose company we have enaoyed
and the Forcst Service for huts and tracks; to farmers for perm1831oh
to cross their land, and usc of buildings, roadsg or telephones to
all thosc whose hospltallty has been so pleasant ;

Among our own member89 I would like to specislly thank Jlm,
Maury and Phil for their work on the new hut, Russell for his work .-
on the truck, Grsham for checrfully and capably doing most of the
driving, and Tony for leading the highly successful Easter trlp to
the Tararuas. .

PO LO
Fixture, Hut and track commlttee report- :

Fixtures: Walkameka has been on the flxture list rather freouently*
but I am afraid that this will continue to be so for a while. - Mind
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you, not many of the scheduled working parties really eventuated 2s the
weather has not been too co- operative. 50 you can be sure that most
weekends will bc to Jﬁlkamﬂkao :

The fixture list committeé only select so many trips suitable.
. for an average party in a.quarter° If you want something more
ambitious, outside the scope of a big party, orgesnise a small fit
group (4 to 6) and sce what you can cover in an off-weekend.

Huts: This time we heve something on our plste we have not had for
- quite-a while; at least not in my time. -We have actually got to build
a hut. A bit of water came down in a hurry and took awey half the
floor of Waikameka, We had temporarily running water in the hut.
. Although much of the hardship is now taken out of hut building by = -
- helicopter drops, we still have to do the sctual building. Much of .
the initial work has been done by Jim Wilshere, so it is up to the
"rest of the club members to ftally gct in to it and finish the job
before the winter starts.

ue have had offcrs of QSlst(nce ¥Ebh the job from outside clubs,
for which we are grateful, but up to this stage, we have not pPOgPCSdev
enough to Call upon them. S0 much for Waikamaks.,

. K1w1 The mﬂtD11Q1 is thure for the floor and we, Juqt neod the
- time and ‘some w1111ng workers. :

.Ka‘cka hut o work h(S been done thisyear. The hﬁt.seems,to.v
‘be in fair conaltlon° ot many club members have visisted the hut this .
Jbaro : . L. X .

éhut Bye Sece lést:yearo‘ The hut secems to be a déy trpnsit—house.
Chimney still standing.

Tracks: They seem o be in feir order. A diversion has been made
down the Waipawa ssddle on the Waikemake side and in the near future
something has to be done on ‘the H.B. -side. On some of the 8ft tracks
-the undbrgro*th is coming awsy but that would hardly worry the
~tramper, _

P.B.
Search and Rescue Report 1965:

TLast year the Tatara-a--kina scarch showed that we were back in
- squere one when it came to search liaison. The 196L annual report
concludes -- 'One clear gain from this search has been that it has
demonstrated to a number of puople how few comptent bushmen and
mep-resders there are when it comes to a show-down'., A proposal has-
been made that the various organisations concerned with the ranges
should mnominate prospective leaders for search parties who could be
trained fmore fully'. :
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Following this up the Police invited various organistions to
send representatives to a lesdership course which was held at the
Napier Police Station over the winter. These meetings .could be little
more than a series of addresses of a theoretical nature on bushcraft,
maprezding etc. but they were well attended and gave opportunity for
a variety of 1nt@rested people to meet.

The trlal search, which wes staged in the Makaroro- Shut Bye area
in March, was accordingly designed on as wide a basis as.could be .
devised and mainly to give practice to as many leaders as possible,
For this reason responsibilities were split between two leaders in
each party, taking alternately charge of navigation and of - »
communication, while the parties themselves were scrambled from the’
different organisations with the aim of giving 1nd1v1duals as. w1de a
arlety of experience »s possible. ‘

The search controller was given no 1n81de 1nformatlon, and to
further complicate his plans g dummy message was slipped in reporilng
an accident to once of the searchers. Pollccg Survey, St. John's
AREC, Scouts and 17ZDA were represented; a strong contingent from
the CHB Shooters' Association was a welcome addition to the fleld
parties the bulk of whom were HTC members.

The area was a bit wide and a bit tough for a weckend opCretioﬁ,
but on the whole it was a vduable practice and that the "victim"
was not run to esrth in the limited time was a minor. consideration.

Since the trial search we have had two or three alerts but none
of these came to much

In April a schoolboy dlsappe red from the middle of a large
straggling party and was benighted in Big Hill Stream. He found his
way back to Dead Dg Hut, spent a comfortable night and was soon
picked up next morning. In June a boy was reported missing on Olrig
Station just as the weather was brewing up for one of the worst of
the winter snowstorms. Parties were alerted for s dawn start but
the boy turned up in the course of the evening.

At the end of August a club party making a Saw Tooth traverse
were baffled by mist and attempted to come down Ranunculus creck
where they were duly nightbound. As this was a commtent party and
their difficulties could be surmised little action was necessary.
beyond arranging that transport would be waiting for thém 4t the
roadhead on Monday.

The practice at Waikaremoana in September was a radio test of a
VHF Pye set against the TRPI, and in the cvent against the Forestry
‘sets, each party having two, -or in one case three sets. - Our only
concern with this was a request from Inspector Bridge that I should
represent FMC, ashe was on the point of departure to the U.S.A.
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As there is a strong local organistion controlled by Constable
Dolman at Tuai who get a good deal of prrctice in the course of a
year Alan Berry and I attended simply as obo@rvcrsa (Thb VHE set . .
wes useless in broken bush country9 both TRPI and Poreqtry sets
.came through well, though oddly for several hours on the Saturday
morning ' TRPI sets working in the Tauhprcnlkau came in, better than.
the ones up the lake).

e Lo Too

Géer Cusfodian:

" During the year two new ice axes have been bouﬁht and one,
broken in 1962, reshafted. Two ice axes lent to a Colenso High .
School party received rough treatment resulting in one of them
(home—mﬂde) being unssfe for serious ice work. Meury did a good‘
repair job on them, and also engraved all ice axes VHTC ‘Hastings"
on top of the axe. Jim Wilsherc put new handles in two axes and a
slagher,; and a new handle was taken in for the adze—plck at. P
Waikamaka. The tent fly missing since the Tatarakina, scarch must .
now be regarded as’' lost., Tents have had very little use; blllluss
though r-ther battered looking still serve their purpose wgll° .The -
late Molly Molineux ‘left hér trnmplno gear to the club and thls has.
been received.

. "Receipts for gear hire are well down on prev1ous year8° perhaps
more members have their own gear, and tents are. seldom used in
these days of plentiful huts. ' ' '

Hire fees brought in:- = Ice axes (9 hired) 2,12, 0 .
Packs (11 hired) 1,10, 6
Perkas (3 hired; 6. 0
‘qlegplnv bag cover ' o
(2 hired) ‘ . 6. 6
£h.15. 0

Thank you to those who have helped care for the gear and to those
who have r;turned it in good order after use. : :
: : I-‘!‘,Te

Truck*committee‘reportﬁ’

We can look back on another yesr of good and faithful service
from the truck, no major problems having arisen during the year.
The wiring system of the truck has been renewed and the motor glven_~~
a valve grind, much of the work being carried out by volunteer -
labour. Receipts from fares have shown a substantial increase but
costs of running the truck have not’ risen to the same eztent?_ulthr
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the result that the dbfl@lt for the year has been conolderably
reduced,

The advantages of having tra nsport rcadily available; at a low
cost to the member, are very real and we must consider ourselves
fortunate in being so well situated, Transport is a big item for
members of many clubs and I have no doubt that the low fares which
we are able to offer have materially assisted in the recruitment of
members, particularly among the Jjunior ranks,

Re A Bo

Publicity:

short reports of most trips were published in the local press.
FPhe trial search received more extensive coverage and also an article
in the ™hoto Ilews. We made headlines only once, on the occasion of
the overdue sawtooth party.

A
4do Vo B°
"Pohokura': ST

The passing of Ursula Greenwood has been a great loss to "Pohokra'

Ursula was one of our steady typistes for many years and her
- eeriticism of material in the Club mdAgazine was often a great help.

Tthen, too, Ursuls found a niche in their home for the duplicator
when it was first given to us and the Greenwood family have put up
w.ith the noise of our printing ever since. She herself hesd a very
soothing touch with the duplicator and could often coax it into
doing the right thing vhile the rest of us stood by. Our publishing
working parties will miss her badly.

JeLs
Socrial Committee:

Socially there has been guite a lot of act1v1ty 1n thc club over the
past 12 months,

As per usual the year started with a Social and DPnce vhich was
held in the Scouts Hall, Duke Strect,

Then over the 1ast 9 months we have hﬁd several guest speakers
entertaining us with talks on quite a variety of subjects which
included the llapier Agurrium, the Olympics in Tokyo, trout fishing,
the Dolice force, the Antarctica and Aerial Mapping, including a
visit to their office. The Nlational Airways Corporation also
supplies 2 film evenings for us with films on wildlife Reserves in
South Africa and wildlife in the Southern Alps.

Besides outside speakers, members have supplies much entertain- -
ment with talks on overseas travel and the Wolkswagon, plus tramping
educational talks on trip leadership, ecuipment requirements and the
Pirth of the club. In addition there have been numerous slides
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shown, some on Canadq and FlJl, and othbrs on the clubs qnd pr1v9te
tPlpS meinly 1n our own cruao

ApDP601cthn is given to club memhers for their assistance and
" co-opéeration and pqrt10u19rly for the good attendances there have
V—bbena , S
H. lNcK.

Club Album:

T would like to thank the few who have contributed photos for
the album this year. As the years go by the number of photos gets
less and less so I would appreciate all I can get. Ye would

~also like contributions to our collection of slidess '

ToGe

Library report:

The library has not been used very much this ypar9 only u/;
having been colleccted by the librarian in payment for borrowings.
‘This seems a pity #8 there is auite a large collection of books
ebout mountains in various countries and about people and. ]
expeditions well-known throughout the world. It is probably true
that people read less now than they did before television took over
our leisure time, but there is a lot of fun and information locked

~up in that cupboard and available for anyone every club evonlng°

S HaH°
Annual Meeting:

The annual Genersl Mecting held on October ZOth 1065 the
following officers werc clected:-

Patron: . Dr. D.A. Bathgate
President: Mr. P. Bayens _ o o
Vice-presidents: Mrs. J. Lloyd, Messrs. M.L. Elder, A.V. Berry
Club Captains .. ., Mr. P. Lewis
Secretary: Miss A. Tremewan

- Treasurers o Mrs. K. Berry
fuditor:s : ‘Miss G, Stirling

Exccutive committee:Misses Ilancy Tanner, Helen Hill, Heather McKay

" Messrs. Maury Taylor, Herry Stevart, Jim Glass, Graham Thorp.
Socisl Committee: Misses Heather McKay, Pem Lewis, Messrs. MNoel
Evans, John Feigler, Graham Griffiths, Douglas Thompson.
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HERETAUNGA TRAMPING CLUB

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOR YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMEER, 1965

wiwmn i Wl

160 5 6

118 17 6

1964 . The Club's Income comprised:
77 Subscriptions ' 81 8 -
11 Gear Hire 4 15 -
15 leeting Contributions 16 6 5
T Donations 7 6 =
15 . Net Proceeds from Brecad Beans 30 11 3
11 Interest 1211 4
7 Profit on Maps T 7 6
143
EXPENDITURE:  The Expenses incurred in
running the Club were: ,
34 Rent of Meeting Room 4 7 6
2 Advertising.Meetings 35 9
2 Supier and Social Expenses 115 1
5 Donations - - -
1 Equipment Maintenance ¥ 12 -
' Waikamaka Hut Rebuilding, to date 113 10 8
Less Working Party Proceeds :
(£100) . and transfer from Hut
Subsidy Fund (£13.10.8) 113 10 8
21 Bulletin Expenses 21 8 -
5 Subscriptions 3 -
4 F. M. C. Capitation : ’ 5 13
- F.M.C. Instruction Course Fees 4 -
2 Insurance 110
4 ‘General Expenses _ 6 18
3 Stationery S 6 2
Transport Costs 190 5-11
Truck Depreciation 40 & -
e 230 5 11
Less Fares Received 217 1 2
51 +13 4 9 Los
>{34. ‘Total Expenditure
There was a surplus of Income over. -
Expénditure of £

.

41 8 -




1964
208

223
48
2

50

221

57
25

834

12

15

40

i —
0
ve]

/0

HERETAUNGA TRAMPING CLUB

BALANCE SHEET

AS AT 30TH SEFTENBER 1965

Bank of New South Wales

. P.0.8.B. for truck replacement
for general purposes

Equipment

Cash on Hand

Stockss Badges
Maps
Song Books
Route Guides

Bedford Truck at Cost
Less Depreciation written
off to date

Huts valued in the books as
followss

Kaweka

Kiwi

Waikamaka

Projector

The total value of Assets being

However, of this amount, there has

been set aside as as
Search Fund

Maintenance of Rescue Kits
Hut Maintenance

- Subscription received in advance -
.. and there were owing various
.accounts amounting to ’

The total of Assets availabie for the

Club's use was therefore

Balance 1st October 1964

Plus Surplus of Income over Expenditure for year

Balance 30th September 1965

[eXR @)

240 -
29 T
14 15
17 =
T 4
115
460 17
280 -
5 e
o5
27 7

\n

219

269
48
5

40

180

57
25

This figure represents the Balance in Accumulated
Funds, which is made up as follows:

At Balance date the Club owned the following Assetss

11

15

17

i ~3W

847 3 9
46 19 11

£ 800 310
758 15 10
41 8 -
£800 3 10
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nAudltor =) Report°

I have examined the book%9 accounts and vouchers of the Heretaunga
Tramping Club (Inc and have obtained all the information and explanations
that I have required. I have accepted the certificate of the Secretary
as to the value of badges, maps and books on hand. In my opinion,
according to the best of my information and the explanations given me
and as shown by the books of the Club, the balance sheet and income and
expenditure account are properly drawn up so as to give respectively a
true and fair view of the state of the club's affairs as at 30th Sep-
tember 1965 and the resu1t° of its: act1v1t1es for the year ended on
that date. :

Co STIRLING, AP AN.Z.
Honorary Auditor. -

e e e ey e o e e S e T

SUB—COMMITTEES

At a meeting of the Executlve the follow1ng sub- commlttees were
app01nted°—

letur99 Hut & Track: :
Alan Berry, Peter Lew139 Harry Stewart,; Graham Thorp.

Séérdh Committee:s

President, Ciub Captain, Secretary, and Alan Berry,
Maury Taylor, Norm Elder.

'Search Repreaentat1VCS°
Alan Berry Maury Taylor, Norm Elder.

Truck Committee: Peter Lewis, Graham Thorp. -

Editorg- 7 Janet Lloyde.
Publicitys Alan Berry, Norm Elder.

Gear Custodians Nancy Tanner.

Albuﬁz : ‘Jim_Glass, Graham- Thorp.

Librarian: Helen Hill. .

OUR PRESIDENT RETIRES

Alan Berry has been president for five years. He has built very
soundly during his term of office. His work with search and rescue,
both in training exercises and in actual search has been outstanding.
He has put truck finances on a sound basis. He has beman active
tramper himself and has steadily encouraged mountaineering enthusiasts.




TR
CLUB__TRIPS

No. 779. . - WATKAMAK A : July 3lst-Aug 1st.

After a rather disorgenised stert, the six of us, in

" :two. cers, were not st &ll cheered by the sight of snow on the
© hills 2t Te. Aute, ~ After we hed turned off across the

Rusteniwha plsing, we ceme to snow on the road long before
reaching the Wekesresrs School. At the first gste the snow was
about three inches deep. ’

The road up the hill was slippery and ss one of our
vehicleg vwss not a Vi, we left them at the turnoff to
Cullen's airstrip.

>

Tk depth of soft, fluffy snow, sbout two feet at the
forks, incressed to four feet in places near the s=ddle. We
dug out the two boards left at the top of the riberbed on a
previoug trip, and cursed the way they gathered so much snow
every time we fell over. As we resched the top the weather
worsened. Those who were not already wearing longs found
lumps. of snow were freezing to their bare legs, and extrs
clothig was put on as fast as cold fingers could menage. The
shingle slide down into the Waikemaka wes covered in snow, so
we threw the bosrds over and glid down ourselves, bringing s
great pile of loose gnow with us, from which it took several
minutes to dig the boards out sgein., There weg -gome snow
inside the old hut, but i1ts shelter wss most welcome, It had
taken us six houre to get to it. TLighting the fire took 1%
hours. There was little to be gained by trying to clear the
new hut foundations, as so0 much gsnow was being blown-down from
the ridges; s0 we stayed in our sscks end hoped for better
conditions for the foldwing day, and hoped thet the other two
were not out in the storm. , ST SRR

Next morning wrs colder and windier, and snow had drifted
in and covered the foot of our sleeping-begs snd the pile of
frogzen boots. Ideas of hut-building work were asbandoned.

The stream was thick, like porridge; a mixture of hslf-melted
snow and helf frozen water which had formed some..quite large
pools., Most of the snow had been ripped off the ridges on
the Tiaikemeke gide of the s=2ddle by the wind, snd sliding
down the slopes on the YWaipawa side had formed a herd glazed
gurface, One took off snd slid hesd first into a lestherwood
bush. Then zzzip! sway went another, hit a leatherwood bush,
bounced a yard in the =2ir, and on down a2t s gspeed which must
have been 2t leest 30mph, right to the bottom of the basin
below the szddle, where he plunged into 2 drift of soft snow.
The rest of us dug our heels in and cerefully lowered our-
selves down the glope in a sitting position. Our grip on the
icy surface was precarious but hesitation wss discoursged

by e tendency for our behinds to become frozen to the snow.
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Further down, .Jim suddenly slid off into the gully on a raft
of loose snow, but his landing was also sof't. In:the riverbad
Wwe gaW Where an svalsnche had come off "Sixty-six" snd deeply

~ buried seversl chsing of the stresm. The two who ‘had had to

work on Sasturday morning had failed to arrive at Walksmeska

the night before, as planned, so when we thought we saw signs

of their tracks in the snow further down, we began to wonder
if they had had the bad luck to meet the avalanche! _Te were
relieved to find their car had gone, and they told us later
that they had turned back from the basin below the saddle at
9, 30pm. snd arrived back in Hastings at 2am.

‘No., in Paftyy 6.+ 2. e Leader: Peter Lewls.

Jim Wilshere, Hrehsm Thorp, Grahsm Lookman, John Feigler,
Warren Greer, Peter Lewig, Annette Tremewan, Doug'Thompson.

~000~- 7
‘No. 780. . .. " BLACK BIRCH - ~planned for 15 Aug,
, T R "+ held 22nd Aug.
Thepe we~ 114800 e rlesaure to o cavecte. rom meing o

= trip 1iks thi~ in nourine ol s0 it uek roatmoded for s

week, . A belated stert vwas made in light r2in oOon the following
Sundey., At Puketitiri the- weather gseemed to be 1mprov1ng
Another bod joined us at Baldy, snd we set off atross the
Gorge Stresm and up the old track towsrds Makshu Hut. = The

.manuks begide the frack was tsell;, slender snd- wéeighed down
.. with reindrops; nobcdy gseemed keen to go first. Prom ‘the top
;ﬁof the Birch we hesaded south and found the blvvy

Thile e had lunch s cold front ceme along, with fog =244

cold rsein, so we went straight down s shingle.glide"into g

steep gully, down the creek to Gorge g9tresm, and splsshed
back up to the treck in pouring rein, ‘The truck somehow took
g devistion from the direct rosd home, 2nd went to ILewis's.

No. in Party: 13, - . Leader: Pet‘er Le'wfis_o‘ B

«NaﬁcykTanncr; B?anra Butler9 Helen Hill, ‘Psm Lewlg, "Elizabeth
: Pindar, Elizsbeth Buchesnan, 4nnette Tremewan, David: ‘Evans,
. George Prebble, Antony Daly, Greeme :Soppitt, Paul Carlisgle.

- =00~
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No., 781. - HOWLETT's HUT, SAWTOOTH, - 28-29th Aug.

After a week of bed westher we were hoping thst it might
be fine for the weerkend., Fine westher ig o must for »
sewtooth crossing =nd for the pest feu ypprs we hed been
unlucky in thlq respect

: _ The~Moorcock Was e dirty brown colour es we crossed it
‘pnd made our way up Steg's Heed Ridge with rein on 2nd off.
This was my first time over this route snd unless you know
,,whlch spur. to go up it might be s bit confuqlng, '

- When we 8PP1VFd ot the Tukituki we found . this up e bit
end running swiftly so I was thankful we had menaged to cut
~put h2lf the journey up the river, The few crossings we did
‘have gave us some much needed river crossing practige. “ith
the sun bresking through now snd agein we arrived at Daphne
Hut for lunch, Two .cullers viere not far sway end the fire
Wasg 3t111 warm so the billy was soon boiling.

o - 1. 30 pm saw eleven of us hesding up Dephne <Spur with the
‘oth@r four staying at Dephne Hut to have 2zn esay weekend. The
only good thing about Daphne ‘Spur wes that it had: been cleared
~ recently. . Bven the tussock has been cut beck on the top bit.
. Siz or eight inch trees that would hsve brushed your pack
“have ﬂll been removed. Yie arrived et ﬂowlztt'q in dribs end
‘drabs. © Some of the boys went back: K dlstenCF end collacted
- good supply of" flrrwood :

. Qundey drwned flne and . clppr W1th\a hord froqt and
8, 15ﬂm gsaw the: ~gwtooth perty of 'eight setting off for Tirahs.
The three of us 1pft behind cleaned the hut up 2nd’ then spent
some.. tlme dlgglng for the rain gauge which Wwe were unsble to
find.: Just before we 1Pft to. go down we slgh+€d thp main.
“party below’ TlPPh" ' : - .

. e hed s qut ple%Pnt wslk down Dsphn@ gpendlng 2
‘ihappy two hours over 1unch yerning to the tuo Government
shooters. With tke other four we ceme out the way we went-
in. The river h9v1ng dropped made the going easier. lie ,
srrived back et the truck sbout L,30 and settled down '‘for a
long weit for the others. By 8pm there wes still no 'sign of
them so we went off to phone to let them know in Hsstings.
Phil kindly ceme out to pick up the ones thet hsd to get back.

Welly after much waiting andes little snxiety in some
quarters everybody wes out just sfter middey the next dey.
The two thet turned back just under Tireshs spent too long
chatting to the government shooters end foung themselves
benighted on steg's Head Ridge.

An enjoysble trip even if it didn't go quite es plsnned.
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No. in Party: 15, Leader: Jim Glsss.
!Graeme McColl ', Grshsm Soppitt, Bob Gernett, 24nthony Bely,

Noel Evsns, Mertin du Fresne, Graham Lookmen, Chrigtine
Priebble. ' - '

3awtooth Party: Grehsm Thorpe, John Feigler, Dsvid Evans,
Annette Tremewan, Peter Lewlsg, Hugh %“ilde.

9AWTOOTH PARTY,

Along the ridge from Howlett's, the snow was firm end

. rether slippery. At the foot of the msin climb on to Tirehs,
two who had not had experience of rope and icesxe wisely
decided to turn beck, As the rest, two ropes with three on
each, resched the top, gathering clbuds begen to cover the
-far end of the gswtooth ridge. The nsture of the snow made
grest cere necesssry, snd progress Was slow, The mist
thickened, end by the time e ten-minute lunch-bresk wss taken
- ebout 1.3%0, persistent drizzle hsd set in., ~The snoe beceme
mushy. In meny pleceg’ cornices hsd been formed, some from the
‘3, E. end some from the 9 % , and leter covered with soft snow,
so with the sunlight shining through the mist on to the rein
on  gnow-goggles, 1t wes not ecasy to. see what was safe to welk
on. %€Vﬂfal large pieces of 'snoe did brtak wway as the party

:@<.pa%qed

T The beginning of Black Ridge could not br seen, and ag
. it. would have been very swkwsrd to have dropped off too soon,
into the upper Tukituki, it was thought better to cerry on

on to the tops. Compesses and meps suggested thet the party
had had e nerrow escepe from misteking the Hewke's Bay Range
(which would hasve 1ed out on the wrong side of the renges a
dey or two 19t9r') for thp mein divide, 2nd sure enough, the
saddle betwern Ohuinge snd Psemutu was soon identified. By
this time it was 5.30pm and getting off the exposed tops weas
a metter of urgency. The first few hundred feet down 2 gnow-
filled gully vies essy, but the gully ended in a waterfall
which sounded to be several hundred feet high, Round the cliff
to the right;, a steep ridge and then snother snow-gully led
down snother few. hundrea feet, but 2lso ended in a verticsl
drop. By now it wes derk, pnd the streesms below sounded sn
awful long way down. The only prospect wes a not-quite-
verticsl slope covered in four feet of lestherwood mixed with
slushy snow, "Orne hsnd to hold on to the busheg with, and

one to hold an iceasxe, left none to hold = torch, so it was

2 metter of feeling the way one step at s time. Hach, time
anyone lost his hold and slid, he was soon stopped by the rope
getting teggled in s bush.

The stream wes resched st 10.30pm, when everyone
unroped snd stopped to have a feed; then torches were tsken
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out of packs and they set off down the stresmbed - a2 gerica.
of cascedes over bouldérs o couple of feet in- dlameter,

veried with occesionel big rocks =2nd log-jems. By lam it

was becoming obvious that further travelling in the dark vss
not worth the risk, the streem bed wasg bécoming more like e
gorge, snd a possible cempsite wes seen. It was: too smsll
for comfort, it wes not level, it wss cold and stony, but: - =
it weg'below the snow-line, and one primus contesined enough
fuel to b011 th@ bllly. . : : ’

Next mornlng weq fine, but the dlqtance to the Tuki-
tukil was qtlll considerable, and by the time g few waterfalle
had been byp?sgrd by climbing .round the qldeq of the forge,
five hOurs were teken to reach the river. '-General opinion
wes thet Rununculus Creek does not. d@qcrvc guch a nice neme,
Thanks ere due to the two with South Island eXperlence for
leeding on the ropcs.

- | -000-~
No. 782. ‘ BLOWHARD sept. 12th.

Wwe left Holt'd st ebout 7,15. About 9,30 we were on our
way up the Lizerd. The pace wes steady. At the top land-
marks were pointéd out. Then beck.down the Lizard o little
way and escross & saddle and up on to. Blowherd Trig. .From
the Trig we hesde~d down to the rosd. :he- travelled slong*it .
to a creek whafe we hed lunch, : S : B

Up and on 0. the Dcne where the pprty Was d1v1ded into
two - 2 fagt one Dnd slow ene. The feat party wes on. the
track t0 Lalirence . when they cav the. slow one -just coming. off

the tops. towardq the track further back. The fast psrty- th@ng”‘“f

sbout turn@d pnd went bpck to meet the others;

We then headed to Lowry Lodge where we hpd a brev, At
~ Lpm we srrived beck st the truck, I thlnk rverybody
enjoyed them%eiV?% oq this easy . trlp. v

No. in Party: 24, . Leader:  Greham,GPiffi¢hs;

Jim “ilghere, Peter Lewls, John Feigler, Grahem Thorp,

snthony Dely, Grshem Soppitt, Hearry Stewart, Nigel .Thorp,
Wisrren CGreer, Trevor Baldwin, Greshesm Lookman, Robert Arthur,
Dennis Beldwin, Dempster Thompson, Ian: Telford,- Bruce-Feigler,
Norm FElder, innette Tremevwan, Helen Hill, ®lizebeth Pinder,
Athol Mece, Nency Ténner, Joy Park,

-000=-
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No. 783 A. . MAROPEA  sept 25-26th.

, A fine morning, after a cold snsp with a fresh fall of
snow on the tops, and nine of us left Hastings, picking up
eanother in YWeipawa., Left the truck =2t 8.30 and off up Triplex
Creek, menaging to keep our feet dry with 2 bit of boulder
‘hopping. When we left the creek and started climbing the
ridge we went through some vepry nice nstive bush; rimu,
white pine, totsrs, tree ferns and all the ‘gmaller varieties,
bather unususl as the beech mostly starts on the flats and
. goes right to the tops. By the time we got to shut BEye, 10am,
we were in the gsnow, slthough the sun was still shining, and
the cemers flends were herd at work. On leaving there some
wise oneg-donned longs, and later the regt of us wished we
"~ had, eg Wwhen we ceme out on the open ridge we were in cloud
with.-2 high wind end driving snow. It wes herd pellet like
steet., A few minutes in the shelter of Buttercup Hollow to
allow for the tail to cetch up, 2nd more longs were donned
(what a curse these tight legged longs sre s they won't go
on over boots). : v

- Got off the besam =2 bit in the blizzard on Armstrong
saddle going down the other gide, end had to climb up through
the leatherwood to the leading spur going down to Meropes
‘Hut but finelly errived sbout lpm to find 2n slmighty stink
on opening the door, due to three very desd opossums.: The
hut took a long time to get clean as there had been nobody
in it gince eerly May, 2nd the desd blowflies were two ‘inches
thick, The possums hed got down the chimney, then couldn't
get -out. The stew had » queer flavour thet night. Only four
- bunks, so0 mattresgses on the floor, end one hod double bunklngA
Thank goodnegq thﬁ“e were only ten of us.

Next mownlng Wwes fine with 2 cold wind asnd we took off
about 10am . up the ridge to the gsaddle, then along the tops to
the ‘spur lesding down towsrds Gold Creek Hut. Had lunch and
a boilup down the Hest gside a bit, a2 nice sunny spot (we were
back to shirts ard shorts again). Then on down till we
intersected the disced treck from Gold Crsek Hut which angles
ezlong, the sides of Tne ridges till it comes down and out into
ferm land. Across the psddocks to the truck. (WHo was it
said the electric fence wasn(t working?) and we had s brew
going by the time the tall ceught up. The fresh fell of ,
snow made the trip, Everybody got pelted, and some had good
slidegs. That might be the legt we gee of it thisg yeer.

No. in Party: L@ : Leader: Harry astewart,
Peter Lewis, Grenem Thorp, John Feigler, Grshem Lookmen,
Trevor Beldwin, Anthony Dely, Warren Greer, Owen Brown,
Martin Du Fresne, .

-000~
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No. 783. B. POH TUHAHA S gept. 26th,

By 7.20em 10 qubcrent trempers were ewsy in brillisnt
sunshine, The hlghllght of the .trip over wesg wstching
fourteen Censdisn Geese flying strongly in perfect V-formetion
in 2 northerly direction. ‘e parked the vehicleg 8 milesg
‘beyond MenglFton tfter lesving the cerg at 9.15sm, the
first hs1lf mile wss eesy going in tussockycountry. The top
of Pohstuhehs smilingly looked down on ug, but . in-between vas
endless scrub, coprosmes =nd yet more scrub. -On =snd on we
qcrub-beqh@d finding cut stumps here =nd there, -

: Ry 10, 302m the top still looked &g far suay and the cersg
still a5 close below us, so we did the decent hhing nnd
. crawled into some ghede for = refueling stovo, Then onuards
"end upwerds - meinly upwerds - through more scrub =nd event-
us1lly out on to spersely covered rock, theough beech bush
and into coprosmssland. This wes reeslly fescinating - you
wont over one bush, under snother snd between two or three
‘211 2t once, while your peck went round the other gide of
another bush as well. Progress wes not repid! But suddenly
there vesg the top above ug - 750 feet verticelly sbove us
that 1s. By 1.30pm we were on top of thig hump only to find
the resl top wes still hslf an hour sway =long the Pldge and
still sbove us. Demorsliged by this we bolled =2 billy of
“gnow =nd elthough there was little room to perch on the ridge
out, of the 1ittle mountein breeze's blest, and odd bods =nd
gesr kept tumbling down the side, we did enjoy a rest =nd
food. Onwsrds sgein by 2,30pm theough more coprosmes Aand
eventuplly to the top by 3. 30pm. The westher wes atill sunny
so the views weré excellent =11 round, though a few bundles
of cumulous cloudq hung in the northern gky, 1ndlcnt1ng that
Hughie knew we were out! The Wskersres looked particulerly
grend, -

Trevelling more or. leas southusrds 2long the top of
the ridge wes besutiful. . The sun shone through the trees on
to = 2 to 3 inch deep cerpet. of .snow, =11 powderey =nd soft,
deppling it in shedows =nd sunlight,. ' ) '

Bird 1life vase quite plentiful pnd stops were msdp_to
view tomtits, L riflemen, riros =nd several whiteheads. The
track along the ridge was freshly cut 2nd like 2 four lane
highwey. “The high stekeg left in placeg could prove = little
~tricky at night however., <9pirits ren high now, (parhepq the
effect of = successful conguest, or meybe the =1titude?) so
high in fact thet our legs ren us beyong the ridge ve
intended going down - one south of the one we'd come up - and
so we had to bsck track = little end then gidle round the
esstern gide until’ we got on to o good open track running
through the trees, The gsnow Was down to sbout 3000' but the
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bush Wwas very open so presented no difficulties.

Helf a mile from the bulldozed road running through the
peddocks tow~rds Sentry Box Hut, our treck petered out so we
reverted to the o0ld scrub bsshing snd after s few srguments
with leswyer we resched the cley rosd., A quick sprint =long
it to the cars, =nd we were hesding homevwards by 6.15pm.

* gpecial thenks to the co-pilots who helped to maske this
outing such an enjoysble one,

*

No. in Party: 10, Leader: Poam Lewis.
Helen Hill, Elizabeth Pinder, Joy Perk, Dienes Wey, Jim
Wilshere, Jim Glass, Clice Pennyfather; Ann McHardy,=nd
Joen Stenson (H.G.H g )

-000~-

No. 78L. MARATHON, GORGE STREAM = LITTLE'S
CLEARING ~- GORGE STREZMN. 9-10th Oct.

Ssturday =fternoon drew ten sterters in 3 cers who
herded for Puketitiri snd the Gorge gtresm. Ve left the eers
Just pegt Baldy on the Middle Renge =nd followed the old treck
down to the Gorge gstresm, where we cemped, The night wss fine
gso we didn't bother with tents, 2nd =2lmost froze during the
‘rosty night. On sundsy morning 3 more carlosds with the
rising generstion well represented swelled our numbers
consgiderably, the lunchtime count totalled 33.

Twelve gterters, divided =g ewenly 2s possible into
tesms of three, got awsy 2t 10.25m - up the 0ld track onto
t he Birch, through the neck of bush to Little's Cleering,
north across the clearing to the new foreetry rosd (1lsst first
check point), through the bush and down to the geddle with
Midile Renge (2nd check point), then dropping into Gorge
gtreem o2nd following it down to the starting point,

In spite of the warmth the winner (Peter) came home
in 1 hour 21% minutes with the runner-up (Trevor) breathing
down his socks in identicel time = the long and the short
of it! Only two minutes separsted the first five, who
practised o certein smount of strategy with verying success.
The "gocisl peck'" a2t the resr completed the Journey in lhour
57 minutecs, end two bods gave it begt. Peter's team with =
lst, 5th snd 8th placing, average time 1'33%", nerrowly best
Phil's teem with & 2nd, 6th =2nd 9th placing =2nd a2n aver=ge
time of 1'354". Averege time for the ten finishers wes 1 hr
- 36% minutes.

Last year on the shut-HEye course average time for the
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9 finighers was 1'36" - fastest time 1'24". g0 the courses
compare very CquPly on times though shut- -Eye wes mostly up-
hill while the Gorge Stream - Bleck Birch geve more veried
terrsin, . In each cese good route plcklng plpyed qultp a
large pprt in .the reqults, '

e engoyed av lelsurely lunch by he gtresm - asnd so

-dld the gsndflies, unfortunately for us. It wass,o0dd, on this
warm -sunny day to see people pulling on their longs or wrepping
jergeys roung their legs. ~After lunch we wendered downstresm
to the gressy flets where we offered the sendflies another
mes1l. Then up *the bulldozed treck onto Middle Range and

beck 2long it to the cer perk, 4 few steyed to boil up, but
211 were on their way home before 5, no ‘ended the second

club merathon. - ' :

No. “in‘Perty: 33, | Leader:; Nency Tanner,

starterg (in finishing order): Peter Lewis, Trevor Beldwin,
Grahem Thorp, John Feigler, Dennis Baldwin, Phil Bayens,
Martin du Fresne, Greshesm Lookmpn,*H len Lees, Alan Berry,

also Elizebeth Dlndpr, and. Jim Wilshere, ‘ .
Checkergs—Heleén Hill, Dians Wesy, Norm Plder, i

The Rest: . lMrs.. Lew1q, Keth Berry and Jen 9nd Ross,: Blg Bayens
and Phllllp; Debblﬁ and Micheel, George =nd Mrs..Prebble
. pluq VA S T

: -000-

No. 785.. .. = LABOUR WEFK-END B
A, mOrklng Psrty, = o T ‘ Oct, 21st.

As 1t wes d901ded to chenge the Labour Week~end trlp to
Weihohonu Hut (ruspehu) ingtcad of v?lkgmpkg, it wes.
necegsary for some onc-to go down to Yeoman's Aqutrlp,Pnd
shift the timber. for lWeiksmeke Hut.to the-sirstrip on Cullen's
property sb that the helicopter from Bulls could come pnd
,Jshlft it from there into Wesikameke, z

~Thls belng the cege two of us got up on the Thursday
morning at 5-00=m end went first to. the Napier besch hoping
to see the Ikeyh=-gseki Comet, but there wes too much cloud on
the horizon so at 5-30sm we went into Havelock, picked up the
truck and hesded for Y@om?n S. : - ' A

By 11- 159m the Jjob mcs%kﬂm and We heeded home to cetch
up on- qom: much needed qlpep. -

Peter'Lew1g, Grshpm Thor‘p°

-000-



. L ) -
No. 785 B. g WATHOHONY HUR Qut 22.28%h,

The first cer left =t 7,30pm on Fridey containing gix
bods; the gsecond, with four, left about =n hour lester after
doing some collecting in Teredesle snd Bey View, Light rain
on the Teupo. R4 turned to fog later, which ws~ very hesvy on
the Degert Rd end WeThed difficulty in finding the turn-off:. -
‘3omebody hed ghifted the gign from the east side to the wegti
and it cost us & good meny extra miles, and time. At the
end of the unmetfelled rosd, esbout = mile im off the Desert
Rd, we left the cer =25 1t weg getting too rough. There were:
gsome 3cout lMasters working on the road by the light of
hurricene lenterng as they wented to get the main body of
their troops, erriving in the morning, in to the beech trees
to cemp. We vwere plessed to know thst they weren't goingsto
nse the hut. We donned pscks esbout 11.30pm, shot straight in
to the hut, srriving sbout lam snd into the bunks gmertly. -We
awakened sbout 3sm by the =2rrivel of ih2 other four but soon
gettled down egein,

The westher for the three dsys wes glorious, and on
gaturday we get off for the snows of Ku=spehu, tsking our time,
ag we weren't feeling very energetic sfter very Tittle sleep.
Hed -lunch up st the ghow line; did some sliding end pottering
sbout, then started drifting beck, in different perties snd
by dlffer@nt routes. The first ones beck got %he = blg plle

of wood cut and stecked =s sfockg were VPry 1ow ;

: Pull d them out: of the sack 1in- good time- ncxt mornlng
at Ham and after bréskfast we took off to climb Ngsuruhoe.
ie gew four deer in the velley, =snd worked our wey onto the
Northern slopes. The top wes hidden in cloud =snd the snow g
slippery so we walted for the slow ones to cetch up 2nd had,
smoko, - John.end Greham roped up snd worked their way to
within about 1000 ft of the summit but ice 2nd low cloud
forced them to turn beck, so we found some good plPCtS for
sliding end then went . round to the Mepgstepopo- Hut for lunchy
Thére Wwere some big pertieg sbout, some from Whengesrei, The
top hed now cleered =nd we could see = 'good Wey up from the .
west side, but it wes too lete to «tert sgein. About lpm vwe
left the hut for the long hike round the west 2nd south sides
beck to Yieihohonu hut. " Tt is 5 miles to he Chetesu treck
and 6 to Weihohonu and vwe devisted rather, snother couple of
miles, to Took =t.Tema Lekes. Stesdy plugging, but it was =
lovely afternoon and =1l were in good hesrt, It's my theory
thet Ohinepango Springs are the outlet of Tems Lskes. Must
do some PPSCDPCh 1nto that BPC* at the hut by 6. BOpm,

- Next mornlng we went doen to'the Ohlnep?ngo springs
for & swim but- only three of us went in; it was too cold.
Back Tor lunch then we left for the roed which we resched in-
1 hour 10 minutes. - 4t Tepupo we had e swim in the A,C, bethss




SN RN

~Trevor Beldwin,

22,

Great! After collectlng supplies of flsh ?nd chlpq, 2tc., we
set off for homem hitting WNepier #t:9.30pm sfter = good run

~through. . 'I .took the Tersdesle 2nd Hestings folks beck =28 they

had come through by bus, snd finelly got to bed £t lem, A1l
voted it one of the begt werkend trlps and sO0 it wegy thsnkq

- lergely to the wond@rful weether,

,No. in Party: -10. Lesder:“Hprry Stewart,

/o

Wllzpbeth Buchpnnn9 Peter Lewis, Tui Mexwell, Grshsm Thorp,
Yierren CGreer, John Feigler, Greshem Lookmen, Nigel Thorp.

~-000~

. _No. 786. -  CAIRN TRIP ' Nov 6-T7th.

As usuel, people srrived =t the Mekehu hut in =
veriety of trensport, Two cers left 2t 7=m on the ~"sturdey;
the truck left a2t 1lpm; snother csr =t 2pm; snother =t3, 30,
Four people in = Forestry cer left Nepier esrly in the dey.
£11 thege peoplt resched Mskphu hut thet evening, snd required

-sleeping spece; 30 bods. 2t the rough .count, It would not heve

mattered on 9~f1nr night, but it wes blowing = grle, 2nd
reining., ®ventueslly we filled Mekehu hut, s=nd the Forestry
boys invited three of usg into their Chalet The rest squeeged
into tool gshed, wood %h@d and 1mp1¢m@nt gh@d 2nd had 2

. Teirly comfortpb1~ nlght

Next’mornlng‘the weather wes Woree, if snything, =
high wind, end miast end rein obscuring sll-the ridges. ©NoO ©
one. geemed keen on going higher except Peter, who volunterr=d
to teke the wresth up, One or two hesrdy =ouls seid they would
go with him, snd in no time there were 19 figures struggling
upierds., The rest of ug settled to = more 1clsuPF1Y bresk~-

. fmst, wondering how 1ong they would be PMPVO

Then in csame two more cnr-londs-of peoplé;'7 in 211,
One»hpd‘repched the r09@¥6nd the previous night =snd slept
there, “the others hed left Hestings et Lsm.  These keen

- types scarcely prused 9t the hut, but ruqhed off up the dimly

vigible Pldge

Very soon, hoﬂever, they begen to gtrpggle in agein,
sg conditions higher up forced most people to turn beck. 1In
the end, two Forestry boys pleced the wrepth_(without too
much ceremony) on'the Ceirn, end six others in two groups

~actuslly reeched it. In the thick weathcr, only the lest 3
of them gtumbled over Msvig Devidson's cemp huddled behind

s rock, ss she wesited for us 211 to come up. Instesd, she
sccompenied them down,

Mesnwhile, et 1l2m 2 short ceremony hed been held in
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the now crowded hut. The perty then broke up snd verious
groups mede their wey out 6 the road-end, those lest down
off the ridge neturslly belng lastiout.

, A stop wes mede. by qut ppople a2t the ever-hogpiteble
‘Tewis home, where endless cups of tes flowed, and even

~ Hori, the ex—p@t lemb who cherges flﬁroply pt visitors
~couldn't dempen the werm Wwelcome, And so home to Hsotlngq f
fairly esrly for once, o :

No. in Perty: 38. o ‘Lesder: Helen Hill,

Norm Elder, &4 Tremewan, Peter Lewlsg, Pem Lewlsg, Devisg Lewls,
2thol Mece, Grehem Lookmen, Grehem Thorp, John Feigler,
Werren Creer, Jim Wilshere, George Bee, Alison Bee, Tuil
Mexwell, Nency Tennery, Pet Bolg, Keth Berry, Mery Richerds,
Edne ‘4nsell, Phil Beyens, Jim Glss=s, D,Reid, Disns ley,
Helen Lees, Hepther_Mor9n, Lesley Yeomen, M, Scott, C,Holder,
‘Helen Tustin, Bile Deller, -Peter wallis, H, Armitege, (plus
2 Forestry), WllZPthh Plndpr,'ﬁlingeth Buchenen, George
PrebeP e ' AT

-000~-

PRIVATE TRIP

4100
8th August

After a week of southerlles bringing much SNOwW to the ranges
the weather suddenly cleared. It looked as though Sunday would be
ideal for a snow trip. A ring around-on Saturday found three others
to go with me,; so Tam Sunday saw us on the Taihape road. There was a
biting wind at the pine tree but we soon warmed up in the scrub. Even
“on the flats there were odd patches of snow still lying about, with a
1ot in the bush below Clem's Rock. We reached here about llam and
stopped for a bite to eat. .The snow varied a lot, from very icy on
“the southern slope (where we-had to cut steps), to deep drifts on
the eastern slopes.

We stopped to take numerous photos as the views were marvel-
lous and the weather perfect. There was snow to the west as far as
the eye could see. The shingle slide was coated to the bottom and
- ideal for running down. Another stop along the track for coffee and

then but.‘ ' :

- At Blowhard Bush we came upon Nancy about to change a flat
tyre so we stopped to help and then arrived home about 6.30.

Pat Bolt, Helen Hill, Elizabeth Plndar, Kathleen Berry

-000—-




o4,

| _FIRE PRECAUTIONS

Sometimes 0ld logs, and especially stumps, may smoulder away for
weeks after -they have been set alight, without showing much smoke, and
then, probably at a dangerous time of high winds and dry weather, start
scattering sparks. Fires should never be built close to logs or stumps.
A mixture of moss and dried leaves which accumulates on the ground in
many manuka areas can bhe very dangerous, as fire may creep slowly through
it for many.yards. When leaving a campflre, any moss”or ‘grass around '
the edge of the ashes should be raked 1nto the centre -and well drenched
with watexr. :

A big roaring fire is much more likely to throw up pieces of
burning material which may fall on tents or gear, or start a fire some

distance away, $o 1t ‘is as well not 'to be too enthusiastic about build-
ing it up. :

If fire warnings have been issued, it means that any stray spark
landing in long grass, fern or moss will probably start a fire, so it
is not good enough merely to find a few square yards of bare ground to
‘build your fire ons; and hope for the lest!

With primuses and pressure lanterns, the ‘basic safety rule is
that fuel and air must be kept apart, and not_allbwed.to mix with one
another except as the fuel comes out of:the burner jet in controlled
quantities; and even here it is oosentlal ‘that it must barn as it comes
out, and not be allowed to build up dangerouq volunes. of Iuel/alr mix- ..
ture, as can easily haopen if a mateh. goes out at the wrong time when a. .
burner is being lit. This can be a 6eadly 51tyatlonbln a hut or caravan.
If a cap is left off a container of white spirit, and especially if
attempts are made to fill'a hot primus, flames can travel to it from
several yards away. Beware of primus tanks becoming hot, as thlstmay
cause the safety—valve to blow suddenly and send six- foot flames spurt—
ing out. S

Lighted candles should not -be left unattended: for example, the
"body of a moth can form an extra wiock whloh will mclt down a long candle ’
in a few minutes. The ‘heat from a candlc is considerable; even 18 ins.
above the flame. When you think of this, it is not reassuring to see .. -
someone place a candle with the flame ten inches below a- tar- paper_vlﬁ

roof-lining! v .
P.L.

¥.%. ALPINE CLUB (Wellington Section) INSTRUCTION COURSE

Annette Tremewan Titahi Bay - September 25-26th.
Douglas Thompson Ruapehu - QOctober 9-10th
Bert lcConnell Blyth Hut - October 23-25th

Madge McConnell
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- A1l four-of us were accepted for this instruction coursc which
took place during 3 week-ends in September and October.

The first part of the course was held at Titahi Bay where we
met our 5 instructors from the Alpine Club and our fellow-pupils.
These came from Wanganui, Palmerston North and Welllngton9 and there
were ten of us altogether, making a very comfortable ratio of one in-
structor to two pupils. After introducing ourselves and hearing an
address from the President of tle Wellington Branch, we practised
boulder-hopping and then spent some time thinking about ropes, Knots
and Karabiners. The afternoon was quickly taken up with some rock
climbing, while we practised climbing, balance, belaying and other
safety precautions. A very comfortable night was spent in a bach
at Waikanae. The instructors showed us some films which taught us,.
among other things, .that the experts' ideas on °ﬂfcfy during ollmbs

-are changing as new methods are tried.

On Sundey, the mornirg was spent practising what we.had learned
the previous day. An enjoyable interiude was provided by‘a TV '
cameraman whose film eventually appeared in "Postscript'. Durlng
the afternoon everyone engo red double~roping down the "slab".,

A fortnight later we headed for Ruapehu and met up with the

party at the Manawatu Ski Hut - somewhat more Juxurious tqan antici-
pated, -with its hot water and whowers! Saturday was very Hot and
cloudless, but.we wers so busy learning how to kikck steps in the snow,
~arrest falls and save lives that sun-burn went un-noticed until it
was too late. Next day we climbed through soft, most un-cooperative
snow to the Crater Lake, again in hot, sunny conditions. ' Two:of our
party had a swim and then Paretetaitonga was conquered. Annette and

I preferred a swift descent, using free rides on two of the chair-
lifts, to consume milk-shakes at the 3ki Lodge!

Living conditions during Labour Week-erid at Blyth Hut were
quite different though the weather was still on our side. This time
Annette could not go, and we three made the rather gruelling trip
over the Taihape Road arriving at Blyth Hut before dark on Friday.
Thankfully we grabbed the best bunks. The others, being workers,
arrived around mid-night amid much noise.

Snow-craft on Saturday involved mainly rescue work from cre-
vasses and the digging of a snow cave. I decided on the spot never to
£0 near crevasses nor get caught out on the snow without.. uhelter.

" Both exercises are jolly hard work.

Sunday proved to be a glorious grand finale to our course.
Again in perfect weather, we drove up to the end of the road and set
off 'to climb Girdlestone. Crampons became rather neécessary though some
of us had - to manage without, and then we roped up in pairs.  Here we
had a wonderful opportunity to practise roping, belaying etc. in quite
safe conditions. One party went straight up the ridge to the top of
Tahurangi while the other crossed to climb Girdlestone, where step-
cutting was necessary. After meeting for lunch in the col, we swopped
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peaks, By then traffic up there was dense and many other parties
- benefitted from our step-cutting. Descent was Very rapid as we glis-
saded down after a most rewarding climb.

On Monday morning we all agreed that the course had been most
informative and enjoyable, and we departed for home, promising our-
selves that we would "have a go at Cook"!

M. McC.

SOCIAL NEWS

Engagements - Tony Corbin to Marion Grant.

Promotion: We congratulate Constable Des Coote on his promotion to

Sergeant, but we are very sorry that this promotion en-
tails a move to Wellington. Des has-been a tower of strength on
searches - explaining the Tramping Club to the Police and the Police
to the Tramping Club. We are grateful to him for thc frlendly re-
lationship that exists between the two groups.

Death: With deep regret we record the passing of Ursula Greenwood.

Ursula was Club Secretary from 1947 - 1958. She was thorough
and efficient in everything she undertook and possessed a clever
wisdom that was most helpful. Elsewhere we have spoken of her work
for "Pohokura". We arée grateful to her also for her bequest to the
Club of £100. - '

NEW MEMBERS

We welcome the following to the Clubs-
Diana Way, Graham Lookman, :and Warren Greer (jnr.).
The following past members have become ass001ate member8°

Stan Woon, Sally Bryan.

OUR_BEAN CROP

Bean Picking Party (1). S 13/11/65

Elizabeth Pindar, Pat Bolt, Peter Lewis, Kath Berry, Alan Berry,
Jim Glass, George Prebble, Bert & Madge McConnell, Els Bay@ns, John
Feigler, Alan Bradley.

Bean Picking Partyv(Q)g S 19/11/65

Jim Glass, Pat Bolt, Elizabeth Pindar, Annette Tremewan, Eliz-
abeth Buchanan, John Felgler, Graham Thorp, Harry Stewart, Phil Bayens,
Douglas Thompson, Dempster Thompson, Janet Lloyd, Helen Hill, Pam Lewis,
Kath Berry, Maury & Barbarn Taylor, N ancy Tanner, Alan Berry, Peter
Lewis.
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The weight of beans picked came to about 13 tons. After expen-
ses have been paid we will clear about £5Q§

Our thanks to Mr. Thompson for the use of his land and to Phil
for his organisation and supervision of the crop. We do the harvest-
-ing, but Phil grows the crop and does the marketing

TAURANGA TRAMPING CLUB

Our best wishes to the Tauranga Tramping Club which has just
been formed. We are very interested to hear that the President is -
Merv Skinner, whose wife June (nee Budd) was a foundation member and
leading light for many years in the H.T.C..

REUNION

For some time there has been a feeling that another Reunion
would be a good idea., The last one celebrated the Club's 21lst Anni-
versary. This one will mark our 30th. The following committee was
conveneds~ Lesley and Peter Lattey, Janet and Lin Lloyd, Bob Woon;
Worm Elder; Nancy Tanner, Annettc Tremewan. Phil Bayens, our presi-
dent was included ex officio. :

The week-cnd decided on was January-22-23rd, 1966. There will
be a Get-Together on the Saturday night at the Twyford Hall with
appropriate feeding and dancing, and a picnic at the Tukituki off
Middle Road on the Sunday.

If any member, past or presenf, has not either received a
circular or heard deteils at Club Meetings, would they please con-
tact one of the above committee. v :

TRIP LEADERS AND PUBLICITY

Would trip leaders please ring Alan when they get in from a
trip on Sunday night so that he can get the account into the papér
on Monday. ' C

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Subscriptions are now due. If paid by December 31st, 1965,
they are reduced to £1 for single trampers and 30/- for married
couples. ;
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LATE TRIPS

Junior HMembers; would you pleasc reassure your parents about
the possibility of delays on tramping trips.. Leaders do their best to
arrange trips which will be interesting without causing worry to
people back home; and while a day spent in the hills is probably no
more risky than a day's activities arcund town, plans can sometimes
be upset by sudden changes :in weather, or by finding that a flooded
stream has made a crossing unsafe, or other unczpected problems like
that. If such delays result in darkness overtaking a2 party in rough
country, it may be safer to camp until daylight, rather than risk

lundering out in the dark. Though this has happened to a ec¢lub party
only once in the past few years, we hope that if this situation should
arise again, the leader will be ablec to concentrate on safety and
comfort of the party, and that decisions will not have to be unduly
influenced by thoughts of upset parcants.

FEXXXXXXXXXXAXXXXXXXXLLXXXXXXXXXXXKEX

X - X
X OVERDUE TRAMPERS X
X X
X IF a Club Party at any time becomes overdue, would parcnts X
X or members please first contact one of the following:- X
X ) : X
X Norman Elder 'phone 77-924 X

X
§ Alan Berry " 17-223 X
X Janet Lloyd " 87-666 X
X : : X
X A1l active trampers - ©please show this to your parents! X
X X

XXXXXXXXXXXXXXX XXXXXXAXXXXXXXXXXKX

AbMERRY CHRISTMAS TC EVERYON® AND GOOH TRALPING IN 1966.

The First Meeting next year will be held On'Wednes&ay, Japuary
12th, 1966, in the Radiant Living Hall, Warren Street North, Haatings.
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FIXTURE LIST

Leaders to give a short description of trip - locality, fitness
required etc. at the meeting before the trip.

1966 ’ Trip Leader Fare

New Year Pohangina Saddle - Pohangina River Hut - Peter Lewis 10/~

Jan. 1-4th Ngamoko Range - Howletts Hut.

Jan. 16th Lawrence Hut - Gold Creek. Eligabeth 9/~
uchanan

Jan. 22-23  Reunion and Picnic. 7/~

Jan. 29-30 Kiwi Saddle - Kiwi Mouth - Ngaruroro R. Graham Thorp 10/-
(or Kiwi Saddle - Cameron Hut)

Feb. 13th Ruahine Hut - also liloing on Ngaruroro. ‘Diana Way 9/—
: and Dempster Thompson
Feb, 26-27  Waikamaka Hut. Trevor Baldwin 10/~
Mar. 13th 3 Fingers - Herricks Spur. Jim Glass 9/-
Mar. 26-27  Trial Search. - Maury Taylor &
Alan Berry
Easter :
Apr. 8-11 Waikamaka Hut. Harry Stewart 10/~
" 10th " " Day trip.

Apr. 23-25 Remutupo Hut - Upper Makaroro and out via Potoer Lewis 10/;

Trig K.
" 24th Centre Makaroro Hut - Trig K. Day trip. lO/—
May 8th Te Iringa. » Madge McConnell lO/—

May 21-22 Waikamaka or Studholmes Saddle Hut
via Mackintosh track, out via Kiwi. John Feigler 10/~

N.B.s Fares are reducible by 2/- for seniors, and half fares by 1/- for
juniors, if paid at the meeting before or on the trip.
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