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LDULLETIN No., 100

Janet has commissioned an srticlc to commemorate the one
hundredth number of the H.T.C., Bulletin, "Pohokura". As no-one
seems to know anything like the whole story this has meant an
interesting end =t times entertaining journey through old vo%umes
and old minutes to find out what happened on the record ang to
follow up such clues =5 pointed tcwggds what really took p%ace nff‘

record.

At first, minutes of all meetings (not only’of committge meet-
ings) were recorded in considerable detail, =nd from these it is
clear that the club was living from hand to mouth. At some stage
in the evening Mr. X would proposc as a motion that the c}ub vigit
Puketitiri Hot Springs on Sunday. Mr. Y would second this and the
motion would then be thrown upen for discussion --- and I may say
they were an argumentstive lot, spesking from memory, in those dayse.
Finally amendments would be voted out and the motion put.

Six months of this appear to have sent the Club Captain up
the wall for he pute a stiffly-worded motion up to committee that
as soon as possible a fixture list be sent out to all members.
This wasseconded, cerried nem.con. and thrown back on the Club
Captain (Norm Elder - Ed) with instructions to get cracking. He.
wesback in a week's time (secretaries earned their honoraria in
those days it secems, to say nothing of club captains) with a draft
of what the minutes term the first club bulletin.

_ Bulletin No. 1 is not much to look at but this is worth
while just to see how fer we've come; two cyclostyled foolscap
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pages, bleskly set out with a few words of introduction, 15 lines
into which are comoressed half a year's solid tramping, an Baster
trip in a little more detail (Waikaremoana) and a list of fixtures
for the next six months. ' : '

For the next 18 months, a2t two-monthly intervals, these curt
foolscap bulletins came out and while still strictly utilitarian
and tending to ration-lists and ground-to-air signals, did expand
the occasional trip account to as much ass ten op even o dozen lines.
No expense seems to have been incurred snd Jimmy Palmer receives
thanks for publishing it, aided by Lloyd Wilson (HTC Secretary).

' By the end of the club's second year a fixture committec was
in being and a publications committee suggested, but at the annual
meeting Geof., Piesse was appointed editor, proposecd by the Club
Captain and seconded by Les Matheson. As a following motion hops
in smartly to snap up Miss Matheson's offer to continue to be
regponsible for publication, there looks to have been some back-
stage skullduggery going on here.

A Austerity was out now and the Bulletin blossomed in its new
quarto format, with 7 to 11 pages of fuller trip accounts, liwely
social notes, personalities and gossip. The committee welcomed
Bulletin No., 10 in its minutes in glowing terms. It hes been
interesting to compare the six numbers of that year with the three
equivalent numbers of "Pohokura' for the latest full year (196L)
As the total number of pages hasgone up LO0-50% it is fairer to
reduce "Pohokura" to the 1938 scale.

The first thing to eatch the eye is that almost exactly the

. same proportion of space is given to accounts of Club trips, 39%
becoming L40%; the next is the increase in private trips to nearly
five times, and 196L was not a year in which oversesas trips were
reported. General items such as annual reports, search reports,
etc., take up less space now which is hard to believe when you
realize that 196l was the year of the Tatara-a-kina search with
its detailed story. What emergcs in re-ecxamining the 1938 bulletins
L o T eehEatie wich a0 masy readers voula Béve
which w?u%d %ave pien “8; %hé other hand the personal jokes and
bg:ginegreonogagﬁiyg; fraction o what they used to be -- was the
glub guiler of characters and eccentrics in those days or is that

just my senile imagination?

piesse's editorship the Bulletin had cer?ainly
e cheracter, with Lesley Matheson's drive

i i a a ; ve lost her
i it to stir things and people along; but we |
2§$i?gslthe end of 195%0—— (subsequent referegces are to M;sc Peter
Latzey). From then on typists were a recurring prqblem w1th
offers of honorary membership, or even cash honoraria appcaring

in the committee minutes.

Under Geof.
devcloped a definit
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At Baster 1939 the next blpw fell. Geof ‘rcsigned with regret”
on his transfer to Gisborne. There wes a slight press-gang flavour
about his nomination, "Subject to their approval" of Bruce Beechey
with Bill Hayman's assistancec.

‘Then Hitler's wes started and it was only a matter of time before
Bruce handed over to Dudley Shepherd snd Dudley to Joan Lovell-Smith
who held the job down over four long war years, with the assistance
of a series of stalwarts, DPeg Morris =s co-cditor, while Marge Evans
and then June Budd and Molly Molincux appear as typilsts. - These were
some of the girls who were the backbone of the club when mectings
became working-parties for the Parcels Fund, trips more and more
diffieult to arrange, petrol scarcer and in the finish tyres wearing
out, so that the ranges were far away.

, - More and more the focus of the Club was on its overseas members
and in particular on its Middle Esst bre..ch, extracts from whose
letters formed a large section of the wartime bulletins, Five
numbers were brought out in the first year, but as difficulties
increased this dropped to three, though cf increased size (maximum
of 37 pages), spaced as they still are at Christmas, April and in
Lugust. Paper shortage is reflected in the variety of colours and
from mid-3 9Lz the printing is on both sides.

Towards the end of the war Peg Morris took over from Joan Lovell
and held the job for five years. During this time "Pohokura" was
adopted as the title of the bulletin, this being the name of the
traditional mascot of Tamatea-pokai-whenua, the lizsrd that appears
on the Club badge. Bulletin 7o. Uiy is the first so named, though
it was not until 1951 that the name was added to the outer cover.

With the committee's farewell to Peg Morris and “good wishes
for her voyage'" in August 1949 and the appointment of Mrs. L.H. Lloyd
in her stead today's members begin to find themselves on familiar
ground. . Lin Lloyd was President, George Lowe Club Captain, the
previous year's Howlett's search had stimulated HTC activities anc
the dedication of the Kaweka Cairn had brought old and new together.
The Club, and with it "Pohokura'" has gore straight ahead since.

7ith the contents of 99 Bulletins fresh in my mind -- for when
Janet gives you an assignment you don't dere skimp your homework --
I can trece, I think, four main stages in the development of the
HTC and of its bulletin. - ‘ '

FPirst there was the fixture-list, food-list stage, rather
earnest, rather dull and smartly replaced by stage two, the light-~
hearted, gossipy, slightly scatty bulletins which both entertained
eand informed us up tc the outbreak of war, a true picture of the
HTC in its maverick youth,

[
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As trip reports shrank to the level of bicycle rides and letters
from overseas, and casualty-lists took most of the space, the third
stage of the Bulletin gained an increassing importance as a link
between what remained of the Club and its representatlves in foreign
parts, :

Then there came a gap. There were some great re-unions after
the war ended, but there was no way of putting the clock back, and it
took the shock of the Howlett's Serrch to put the Club on its feet
again. From the point of view of "Pohokura' this came at the follow-
ing annual meeting, which may be called the start of the fourth stage.
"Pohokura" sixteen years later, has become so taken for granted that
the machanics of bringing it out have almost disappeared from sight
of the Club -- not quite though, for a stapling party by candle-light
when the power failed comes to mind, and then there are stories of
struggles with the mechanics of the second-hand Gestetner donated to
the Club in 1951 and installed in the dining-room at Duart. The
black gang have become what the Frech are said to call a corps d'elite
and the stapling and addressing parties at Janet's have by allaccounts
become events in thc social life of the Club.

"Pohokura" remains a feithful reflection of the Club, its steady
coverage of familiar country, its '"boots and all" rectiong to.:
emergencies, and its links with the ends of the carth as the itchy
feet of so many of its goers take them away from the Bay. .So you find
in the Bulletin fox-hunting by bicycle in Hampshire, tramping on
bear-trecks up towards the Alaska border, cliff-hanging in Fiji; -
swotting at the University of Perugis, and news from the Himalayas,
from Barcelona, from ¢hile, from John o' Groats and of course from
Antarctica, besides the bread and butter of day trips to Shut-eye
and snow trips to Howlett's. .

"Pohokura'" goes out to the ends of the earth, too. The 1953
annual report claims its highest achievement as its resching 21,200ft
on delivery at OQamp IV in the Western Cwm of Everest. The 1956 '
report "regrets that no capy arrived at Shackleton Base, though
posted". However it was later reported as having been dellvered
in the end at the Seuth Pole base.

PRIVATE TRIPS

Three trips in the roaring season

My eighbour, Peter Pathmllo, and I get the yearly itch to go
after the stag. Peter's itch is usually greater than mine, so he
does the organising and I quite happily leave it at that. I can
take only three days at a Dtretch so we have three or four short
trips in different areas.
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Trip 1: The first strip this year was in the "aipunga uﬂder _
Tatara-a-kina., Qur sterting place was the Turangakunu curmit (263
We took a leading Jpen ridge to the East which dropped us in. the..
Waipunga near the Fisherman's hut. - Across the Waipunga we. got on
to a fairly high pleteau towards the Mangawhio where We_Heard our
first roar - rather a thrilling and encour ag~ng neise.s We tnied to.
stalk it, but had no luck. As a matter of faut he got uu into a .
rather messy place. The bottom of the Mangawhio i1s rather dirty, with
waterfalls, gorges, etc., It cost us. rather a lot of perspiration
and time to climb ogt of it. Curse the stag!  The rest of the
Mangawhio is clear and goodgoing. By *he the stags had-shut up,
due to the rising tempereture. We followed the Mﬂnga nilo for’some
time until we found a qnltable camping poLO :

i'ext ‘day we were up early and after the ciusive e ﬂg agalnn ‘The
oarlng was good but’ the shootlng was another matteror We muved up
the M“ngawhio -toward Tatara-a-kins. The bush is open. here and.
completely eaten out. Thc g01mg vaq good.. ' o

Deeﬁstalklng and trarm):mfT ﬂre anf1J dirferent gro t~~' Wh@n
tramping “you put your head down and fellow the lesder, The amount.:
of noise you meke is of no consequence. As a mat-.ﬁ f fact you can
hear a tramping party coming for miles.r: Deersteiking. jc.di fLLPeﬂUo
You walk along quietly, using eyes, ears and nossq Fach little twig
that crecks sounds like & rifle.ghot,. M7 icate who is in front,
looks at me asif to say ”you big ape do you ncve to do thate!,

While he is lmoking around he does not .see where he himeself is going
and -~ crcsh' ' The n01ge is arbSthnanf Tothinz ic said! :

, The stags Were roarlng on most ot the ridges except the one
we were ‘on, so we sidled over and got above one stag vho wss out
roaring his opp081te number on ?ﬂOtﬂbP ridge. He did the roaring,
we the stalking.' We did feverything according . to the book - only .
moved when he wes roaring, when close 500K Qu?.LQQt“'Offfhnd o
sneaked along. The stag was still rosring and very ciose., All of a
sudden = &llenceo “The stag shut:up compl tt@l;‘ﬂﬂﬁ‘%@@;;bﬁt‘iﬂ the
bush. He S gdt us stlll puzzledo e . _;?% P L

N

Hone’, and What a slog°~ Startlﬁp 1 om <he IlChLSt p01nt is a
dissdvantage on the return trip. Climbing out of the Weivunga to the
Tur-ngeskunu Summit nearly finished me off. We rad becutiful weather
but no stags° Bt : N -

Trlp_g This tlmc we dec¢ded on the open topQ ﬂni headed up the _
Wailpawa river. This was . after the floods and- thpre were p.enty of
fresh deersigns. We travelled over the saddles Three Johns, Rangi,
Rangi saddle, down to the Waikamaka, admired the hole in the -
ground, returned over the saddle and home. Wo deer, but =«
beaut1%ul -day. We are.-getting fit. s

“Peter Pattullous P. Bayens, Ro- Jung. -
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Trip Bs A L day trip. We decided to go to the confluence of the
Makino and Mohska rivers. On the way in we were grected by the
highpitched whistle of a Jap stag. This was the first time I had
heard it and it was quite amusing after the deep roar of 'a red stag.
After following a well disced track we dropped down to the Makino
via trig 68A (3281ft) We moved up the Mohaka until we'had to
cross and make camp. It was in a beautiful spot. There were deep
pools in the river and brown trout galore. The stags were roaring
well., The next day we went up the Mohaka sidled towards the
Mengatainoka and struck a little creck. At least that is what we
thought. The outlet into the Mohaka looked insignificant, but we
decided to follow it for a little while. PFor about three quarters
of 2 mile it was narrow and steep and then all of a sudden 1t
opened up into a big basin. There was beautiful open bush and the
deer looked at us as if they had never seen human beings before.
We shot seven. They were zlmost asking for. 1t°' The heads were
+not very big and some of the decr were in poor-condition. On the
way home we shot a Jap hind Jjust short of Makino hut. This was
~duly skinned and loaded on to our backs. It was one of the nicest
pieces of deer meat I have eaten for some tlme° " The veather was
beautlful and we got some decr this time.

D. Reid, Peter PPttullo, G° Averlll Po_Bayéns.

JMOA” BA*&O HYDRO.  5th June

Part of the Tongariro hydro scheme 1nvolves the trapping
and diversion of various river hesdwaters from the Wanganui to the
Moawhango and the Public Works sre making a flying start on the
latter. Two roads of main highway standard are being- driven in
from the Desert Road one from a milte or so north of the Waitangi
bridge acrossthe artillery area to Fisher's Hope on the bend of
the Moawhango, the other to the Waipakihi on the old track in
from the sixteen mile peg.

: The Maorl track followed by Colenso in 1848 from Taupe to

" the Inland Patea, cut across somewhere about the highest point on

- the Onetapu desert to this bend in the Moawhango before climbing
out to avoid one of the narrow little gorges that meke this country
so tricky.

It was on the flat between two gorges soon to be permanently
flooded that Colenso had found a small creeping- ‘shrub, Logania,
which has never been seen agaln,'?nd whose nearest relatlves are
over in Australia. This was a sort of last look round put on by
the Teihape Field Club and like an earlier Pohokura trlp was done

by landrover.

Although we didn't find a great deal botanlcally, the country
is fascinating. We were downstream of the big gorge under Mt.



7o

Azim - which oddly isnot beirg used - in a wide limestone and papa
Palley which the river wanders down for a couple of miles or so at

a time. Then a barrier of grey wacke cuts across the valley most

of it solid but some of it the jointed semi-schist, that HTC parties
have met on Thunderbolt -nd further south. The river wriggles
through in a slit, some 26ft wide at waterlevel and several hundred
feet deep accordlng to a press report and half a mile of hairy-
cat-walks and ladders lead to tunnels (padlocked off) testing for
dam.f'oundations. Compressed =ir and elsctrlclty have been laid :

. on for the tunnelerso :

The story is tnat two gorges are to be dammed and water pumped
~from the lower into the upper, thence by gravity through a 1Qrmile
- tunnel into the Waipakihi, the nearst point to, which is .about ﬁs_r
-confluence with the little Waipakihi. _ S

- » ,_-Ta La .\‘Lc \

FORESTRY TRI™S

Qpawe Helicopter P . ” 12th April

. As on the previous week's visit perf”cU'weéthcr,Tbut ﬁho view
from. the perspex bubble, though fasclnatlng is far too short on a
2 minute schedule - also hellish noisy. The Manawatu Standard gave

the outfit the full treatment - the Tribune couldn't have done much
better.

Oamaru Hide B Baster 965

Bill Davidson, Mavis! é 'hsectlon had spent the nlght in Havelock
and I was given two hours on. my return from the Opawe to feed and
reorganlze myself for a chks v181t to the Sika country.

: "Russ met us at ‘the Poronui homéstead (the 1ower honestead has
becn burnt down); there are now five padlockq on the main gate -
evidence of, 1nterdepartmpnt 11 -co-operation.: "We were in camp half
way up the b1g terrace on the.Qamaru before nlghtf‘all°

A very comfortable tent eamp floored and Wlth safari stretchero
etco, mornln5 tea in the sack and all other homb comfortsavv-

Yot a very strenuous week; Mav1sy of cour369 was tied to the
hide mornlng and evening ﬁhough the persistence of night fogs
limited her observation. Rifle shots off (mainly in the Kaipo)
scemed to cause less disturbance to animéals than one would expect.
Some interesting botanical foreys produced an unexpected belt of
big rimus far-up-slope; a couple of big sink-holes well up the ,
terrace were cram-full of luscious deer tucker of all kinds - some
of it hardly seen in the ”“wekps in my time,
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The highlight of the trip was our call into the Rangitaiki pub
on Easter Monday. The crowd of tough talkative stalkers ornaménted
with slouch hats, swandris and four days f=ce fungus were struck
dumb when -our faces W1th their grizzled weck-old whiskers "sidled
round the door. O

]

Ellis's hut ’ - - 28th-<9th April

This wes to show a-party from Massey round the line ﬁe‘d'fln ‘
into the bush from the Ohara stresm and to look at the becech seedlings
where the crown fern had been clpered by bulldoz1np on the higher '
terrace, .

Very Wlndy, the hut nesrly took off during thesnight and we had
to hunt for the water the next morning. Hugh MCDthSOH was one of
the three students so it was qulte a reunion.

NEW SITE FOR WAIKAUAKA HUT

2nd May.w,,r‘

Maury, Phil and Nancy went in, took a lock around and decided the best
position would be a small terrace behind the present site and about 50 feet
higher. It would need a2 little dralnlng .

OLRIG ALERT o oo
, - 27th June.:
Early in the evening we recelved advice thet a boy, the son of the
manager of Olrig Station, was missing from his home. ' The boy had been home
from school for a few days recovering from illness and had last been seen
around ‘the house at about 4 p.m. The weather forecast indicated that severe
conditions were approaching and it was felt that in v1ew of the boy's health
1t was . necessary to locate him qulcklya

The polloe sent severel members of the Force; together with dogs, to
Olrig to ‘do what they could during the night .and the Club was requested to
stand by should it be necesuary to put further men into the field the fol-
lowing morning. However. the boy turnod up at about 10 p.m,ﬁend the alert
was called off. The Police have since expressed to the Club 1ts appre01—
ation of the fact that we had offered our assistance. ‘

N A.B.
=== 000~===~ " S

OUR BROAD BEAN CROP

This year's crop is coming along nicely. It was sowed on contract and
the contractor did the work free of charge. We are very grateful to Him.



CLUB TRIPS

‘No. 769. . gow CRmMK - 11th 4pril.

. Tt wes & wet job being in the lead =g we made our way
from Hall's Ferm up on to the end of the long bushed spur
thet runs slong esst of Gold Creek, There ig = treck that
tekeg you through the thick bush on to the spur. It wesg easgy
going up this spur. Thé ridge is rether flet =nd wide on top
snd with mist =round it wes rether herd to get one's sensge of
direction., It would be herd finding the wey down it in = mist.

tt long lsst we came scross the treck thet cuts scross
the ridge. We. followed this down to Gold Creek Hut, =rriving
there ot 12:30pm, 3% hourq from the truck

: e found thpt the flood water hadn't been through the
- hut =g we had been 1ed to believe, but it hed been prptty
“‘close .to it., Gold Creek cerried signs of the heavy flood.
some of the 0ld log jems heve gone but there are lots of newly
fallen treeg to take their place. The return trip wes down
the creek. Not = very serious tPP”“lﬂg trip but =n enjoyeble

- one, - :

No. in Perty: 19, : - Leader: Jim Glesg.

Russell Berry, Peter Lewis, Dempster Thompson Grehem Griffithg,
John Feigler, Grehem Thorp, George Prebble, Trevor Beldwin,
‘nthony Dely, Greshem Lookmen, Dennis Beldwin, Heather McKay,
Helen lLeeg, Heather Prebble, Tul Mexwell, Annette Tremewan,

© Joy & Desvid Geor, Kath Berry.

, - =000~
No. 770. ,," o TAR/RUu% - . Eastér '65.

: I suppose thet one could hﬁve crlled us COngpolltan,
, for by the end of the trip, there were members of the party
from: Aucklend, Nepier, Hestings, Hutt Vﬂlley,'Wellington and
Gremouth, ' ‘ _ S

_ The me jority of "the party, 911 Heretﬂungqnq, met at the
" Oteki Reilvwsy Qtetion sround 10:30 on the Thursdsy night, =nd
the ususl chinweg resulted. Freezing temperstures however
drove g beck into our vehicles, so vwe get off for the Otaki
Forks, =nd some well needed gsleep,

The Fridsy morning ssaw nice clear gkieg with 2 little
wind, so ofter = breskfast of rice with = little bit of this
and thet =dded, followed by the ususl "cup-o-char", we
ventured forth, erger to put civiligsetion 2g¢ far behing us
ag possible,
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after crossing the Waiotararu Kiver via the swing bridgc we were soon

climbing steadilv up Judd's kidpe, and eventually the bush line. From
the ridge the view was rather aws- 1nspirin once it was pointed out
where we were hoping to go. The main range stood out i&n stark relief,
owing. to" an increasingly threzteningly sky. vnce in the bush, the weathsr
was forgotten, and all enerpgv was.speat on negotiating the track which was
full of tnat lovely 'Tararua mud.! It was two hours later, much to every-
one's relief, that Field's Hut was reaoched. .. pleasast couple of hours

was then spent having a leisurely lunch under . coastantly changing skvy.
From here we started climbing afain, soon pussing through bush, secondary
=lpine scrub, then breaking out into the open tops by Table Top. The
ridee still stretchcd itsslf onw=rds and upwards, disappearing into the
murk of Vest Teak. By this time EKussell was not 10ebllng the best, so a
slower pace resulted, with the promise of shelter in Voassler Hut, just
beyond restPenk, e 2ll eventunlly st- rrerpd into the hut, more so with
Russell, who locked pretty bad and =bout all in. However, after we had
stripped off his wet clothes, bundled him intc his sack, and given him a
brew, he soon felt much better. 4 couple of Hutt Valleys were also in
the hut, and soon everyone was having plenty of brews, steus, intermingled
with yarns and soars. Lven a2nother couple of strengers =nd a keen type from
Auckland joined in the revelry that ensued.

Saturd:y was heralded by the force of Hughie's mipht outside, consist-
ing of strong winds, mist, rain sad cold tempsratures. Kussell was not
fullyv recovered by then, st he was instrueted to stay put and come back down
when he was betber, sven on the konday moraning if necessary,sccompanied by
the two odd bods,who were also walting for the weathsr to clear. The rest
of the party was scheduled to reach the Forks bty noon sn Monday, giving us
time to 2ssist if necessary, if he had not come out by then.

5¢ after trenkfast we said our farewells and departed into the storm

along with the two dutt Valleys, and Des from Auckland. Our destination
was kaungahuka dut cn the maln range, about six hours away. But with the
elements trying to oppose us in achieving our goal,we added an extra couple
of hours to our jouraey. For the mocst part our travelling consisted of
climbing up and down rocky outercps, szddles, ste., but was not too bad
if one kept moving. The coldest part was the slide down the chain on the
Tararua Peaks. Here the ridge is split in two and can only be negotisated
by means of 2 chain tied from the top. By me=ns of 2 rope, the packs were
lowe red the seventy odd fest & wn, and then the beds had to grip the icy
cold chain and lower themselvses down, belayed from above by the rope. It
was 2 chilling affair, ns the wind was whistling up the cleft, making the

bod look like an umbrella turned inside out. It scemed as though several
" hours had passed before the whele party was safely down. The belaver
(guess who?) coming down by chain alome.  From there it was 2 matter of
scrambling back up to the ridps, 2nd another half hour to kaungahuke dut.
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By the times evening wes with us the hut wss'chocker",
ag other partieg hed come in from Anderson's, further slong the
mein renge, However, the tes wsaa soon under wey, =nd everybody
sgein looked cheerful., After tes, 2 singsong, ond = geme of
cerds, before we dived into the blissful comfort of our sleeping
begs., We 211 meneged to get swey by 91ish the following morning
and smid the confusion of bodies everywhere menaged to lesve
behind e perkes snd » rope, (I still hevn{t got them beck yet).
The weather wes still misty snd windy, but = lot milder. A
couple of hours lster, the mist clesred completely, giving us
views of the Tersruss. s2s .2 whole, 2nd on either side,
Horowhenus ond wﬁirﬂrpps .

, By 2pm we hed cllmbad over mehlrlroa, cllmbfd through »
. bushy s=sddle, Pﬂd were gittineg sround enjoying -the sunshine =
“ Anderson's hut., A couple of Cullers were in regidence, one
being & "Cosster", so our lerder benefited rether hendsomely.
Ry 3 were climbihg beck onto the open teps heading for shoulder
Knob snd the descent of 3 thoussnd fest to the Othl river end
: "Qi‘tQWPPWSP Hut, - ) o o

The hut wes resched guqt b@for@ nlghtf 11 and sgein wes
full of qtrﬁngﬁrq and cowbqua A few hours lster. we had the
‘hut to ourselves., I 'don't know wh9t drove them out or where
they went. Mondsy_dnwnfd fln@, SO everyones wes PWDy by 8,
hesding for the Oteki Forks, vis Plstesu Streem snd. the trem-
‘%ey to the Forks, A few herdy types went swimmingin the Oteki
clothes =nd =11 before climbing up to the rosd end-onto the
“cer park by mid-dey. Here we were met by Russell.who hed come
down on the sundey with 2 group of. Highschool, publlq who had
done 2 Southern Crossing. The billy wes boiling so wée gpreesd
ourselved out much to the amegzement of the sightseers, and
conqum@d the r@gt ‘of our food . o :

A Tha whole pﬂrty vere then atowed into thﬁ two vehicles
#nd procerded to Otski to consume, milkshekes ete,, before

.,im“klng their sepasrete wryq homewi=ard, The Hestings people took

‘Des to.ceteh ~ trein to pucklend fron Palmﬂrqton North, and
.. Rona took the rest back to M@lllngton, where T. procapdﬂd to
,?Nﬁlqon ﬂnd ﬁV“ntuﬂlly Gremouth . [

- I would 1ike to’ 2dd thet the trlp e q vcry quccpqqful
:‘glving those concerned = tagte of = different moungnln system,
different werther condltlonq gnd trevel thelr eesgerness to
gain = broesder. knowlcdge of mountsin travel wes most gratifying.
Who knows, p@rhcpq T 11 meet some of them in the southern Alps
.. 0one dey. ' o SN

',-L@Pder ~Tony Corbln fﬁ . .,; No, in Perty:. -7 w;f

Annette Tremewesn, Rona Budgett, Graeme Thorp, John Fplgler,
Peter Lewis, Ruseell Berry. L

?QQO-,
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No.. 771..  .COLDEN CKOWN ¥ BOB'S SPUR, April 25th,

Thig weg one of tthe occnqlonq when moresle was helped
‘somewhat by the fect thet most of those on the bsck of the
truck d4id not get = very good view of the westher we were
hesding into. By the time we 1left the truck, Flong the
Mengleton ferm rosd, 2 cold front hed brought roin, First we
enjoyed welking .on th~ slippery wet gresg, then pushed through
the wet scrub, then stegpgered up the steep end of Golden Crown,
over the wpt_qtonpq s)nd cley snd into the wet bush. When we
did reech the mein divide, snd turnéd North =long the treck
which connects Hut Ruin with No Men'e, viaibility wea down to
#bout fifty yds =nd the rein was heasvier shd colder, ome
‘time wesg gpent in chesing down » gulley for weter, snf then
when we toiled beck up with = billy full snd looked for »
plece to boil it, = few ysrds farther on wes » big pool of
surface wpter_ncroée the track! Helf =n hour of cutting fine
chips, #nd blowing, 2nd shielding with perkes, =nd 2 nice
little fire wes ~steblished; but by thet time most of us hed
finished our lunch =nd didn't went to weit for » boil-up, sO
the bllly wes emtird over thr fire! S

The trsck down the on to Thr@e-Flngﬁrs is obv1oasly
splqom used, but sfter we turned down whet we hopéd wes Bob's
gpur there.wss no track =t =211, =nd in pleces the young beech

__tr¢6q seemed to bé no _more thpn six inches =apert. We looked

o¥er the edge of somé rocks =nd sow nothing but mist below, and
aeversl times found ourselves hﬂndlng off down side gpurs into
the gullise to right or left, %We were beginning to wonder if
Wwe were on the right ridge, when suddenly we c¢e=me below cloud
~level »nd se% thet we were just =bove the shingle §lide on the
~end. of Bob's “pur., The scrub wes horribly thick »nd" tsngled,
snd the. thnglC slide herd =t the top. One bod slid sbout
fiftr=n feet on his behind, but others f- 11 the oth‘r MPy and
1Oqt akin from hends =nd kn@rq instesd.

o : The. gcrub below the glide w=s full of hook grass., And
Juqt to add to our pleessure, we hed te krn_th@ truck too fer
. .2long the ro=d, so we still hpd to WQlk 2 mllp or go morv
- then we need hPV” don@ :

No. in Perty: 15. Lerder: Peter Lewls.

Elizebeth Pinder, Dempster Thompson, Dougles Thompson,; Craeme
MeColl, Grehem Thorp, Grehsm Lookmen, Grehem Criffiths, John
Feigler, Dennis B=ldwin, Trevor Be1ldwin, Owen Brown, Alen
comnor (N,B.H,s,), Bill McCorkindsle, John Meckintosh (N.B,H, 3)

-000~-
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No 771 (B). BOB'S SPUR = MATTHEWS STREAM 25th April.

Nancy and I left home sbout 8.30 for Mengleton. Found
the c¢lub truck on the road and left a note to say where wve
were going, Just as we were 2bout to go on we sew the H,T,C.
members disappesring into the mist on Golden Crown., - Left the
cer in the,pesddocks on the way to Master's Hut, Celled 2t the
hut, then scross Mestthews Stresm snd on across to the shingle
slide on Rob'g spur. We climbed ebout three querters of the
way up, before sitting under = bank for lunch. There wes
plenty of mist 2nd rein and =21s0 a very cold wind so we came
‘back down and dropped off down the side of the cliff. The
bush here was megnificent. We followed slong the bank for =bo
sbout helf =n hour before dropping into the stresm.. This had
been geverely flocoded guite recently but we hed =2 most .
enjoyasble smble besck down looking into pools, =t stre-mg, stones,
and Jjust 2dmiring the scenery, It wes about 3pm when wée errivéd
back =t the car, :

Nency Tenner, XKethleen Berry.
| | _OOO- . ®
No. 772. WATKAMAKA Mey 8-9th.

17 willing workers left Holt's st 6,30, -This number
included two dey trippers. After crosqlng Triplex Creeck and
getting stuck, the pessengers in Annettels cer climbed on to
the truck just hefore the new cutting mhlch misse’s out- “the
recent slip., This cutting wes very gressy 2nd soon” #}] hands
Were out pushing,- ‘Progregs wes. slow 2nd disheartening, Howi-
ever the truck msde the end of thc ‘roed with the as sloTPnce of"
a County-Council ##4 bulldozer. {(menried by Counc11 employees)

The day vwies moving on, We left the truck~at 1OQBO and
were 11 2t Waikemesks by 1, 30 ‘"There weg no daley at the
seddle es 1t wag rather cool, but =t the hut it was warm
degpite thc OCCFqlonPl patch of sNowW, ~

Before 1unch the. hcnglng lean-to wea reduced to its
originel beech poles and corrugeted iron sheets., The work
done in the =fternoon involved cutting snd stumping » 30ft,
beech tree, clesring bush and leatherwood, shifting some logs
and the digging = drein., A snowfesll keft the hot and sweeting
workerg cool, After = luxurious stew we enjoysd = regtful '
evening, ‘ ot .

Viork WPS resumed after breskfast, The heiinpnd was
'touched up' =2nd 2 treck from the glte was cut and metalled.
This comes. out behind the. pr@qUnt hut

sfter = 1szy lunch we hepdeqﬁbgck home,  The snow on
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the seddle wesq irresistéble 2nd we had = good gnow fight, e
~ were beck =t the truck well before sundown snd it secemed our
- troubles were over, but mquortune struck =gein in the form
of = broken redistor. - o

_ ?tops cn thSEPOPd, to fill the'r;dintor;'worp freguent,
Eventus1lly, we re=ched Culleng' where Peter rang Alen Berry
who guickly braught out an ﬁpft aki Ven,

“hile Wwe werL waltlng for Alen ¥rs Cullen klndly invited
us in for = welcome cup of tes 2nd toast., Our return journey
weg mede to Hestings by 2 different end novel mesns of transport.

Lééder: Noel HKvens. . : No. in Pertyév 17.

Qéy Party: Annette Tremewsn, Graeme Evens.

week End Party: Christine Prebble, Jim %ilshere, Trevor
Baldwin, Dennis Reldwin, Dempster Thompscn, Greeme McColl,

Bob Gernett, Devid Butcher, Greshem Thorp, Devid Evens, Peter
Tewls, Alen Bredley, John Feigler, -

—oOo-_

No. 773. . . . TOV@ARIRO NnTIOVﬂL PARK - M2y 15-16th.
E - HORKING PARTY :

o Thp Club hﬂq over the ‘ye-rg 1ndu1gkd in many and veried
ectivities for the purpose of reiging funds - fruit picking,
gcrub burning, tree plenting, tometo picking, cropping, 2nd

-2 host of others.- but this time we geve something = different
try. The Netionsl Perk Board wented = smell matter of =bout
1200 mcres on Ruspchu clesred of encrosching pine trees »nd
vere offering the hendsome sum OF £100... .00,

Vie arrived =2t Xeriori Forest Heedouasrters in the trueck
eand cerg ot verious times on Fridey eofterncon, night, 2nd sSatur-
day morning, 37 =211 told including = number of non-combstants.
The recrestion hsll 2t the cesmp provided us with a roof over
our heads for whet wes left of Fridey nlght snd -in the morning
" the locel renger took us up the mountsin to bOlnt out our
~pres, By some oversight we mispleced Philip snd Compeny
ﬁlong the way end thcy gpent o f=ipr bit of the morning
sculling around forestry ro=ds trying to fathom out where we
hed gﬁt to.

To rrqch our block we had first to cross a neck of
Meori lsnd end to then follow up the Yiahisnos 3tream for =
time. The country to be clesred lay to the west of this
stresm scrogs the southern glopes of the mountein, from the
Vetionel Perk bound=ry up to the snowline. The ground is
acoris covered, with practically no vegetstion other then the
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~]'tr€gpPsglng pinus contorts (the que breed thet we 80
wlsborlously plﬂnted on “tﬁg s Head ‘Ridge in 1953, )

After = good dey's work either pulling or hacking down
thouseahds of contorts we returned to the recrestion hsll for
the night, then back on the Job a2t first light next morning.
411 told we =ccounted for sbout 13,000 trees renging from
dne inch to twenty feet high #nd up to ten inches in diemeter.

Ag it turned out somefour energies wore mig-directed in that
~we tore into’ som@ fine thickets over'the boundsry on Maﬂorl
"~ 1snd but whet: EmPlnq of our block should be cleared 1n one
dey, :

Our thanks th 211 who turned out. for thlg novel but
nevertheless lucrestive worklng party.”

Leader: Alan Berry. " No, in Party: 37.

Ceorge Prebble, Herry <tewsrt,-John & Bruce Feigler, Dempster
& Dougles Thompson, . NQ@levénsg Peter Lewis, Jim & Doreen
Glegs, Anthony- Mort;--Anthony -Dely, Dennig Baldwin, Allen
~Bredley, David Butcher9 Phllip & Hls Bayens, M=aury & Barbere
Teylor and Susen & Robynne, Graeme EVPnS, GPPhBW Thorp,
Greham Lookmsn, Elizabeth Pinder, Nancy Tsnhner, Celis Reed,
Annette Tremewsn, Helen Hill, Tuil Mskwell, Christine Prebble,
e opaul Frude, Kath & Alen Berry, Jesn & Ross, Brenda Butcher,

RE A T,

~000~-

 No. 77h4 ImeAPAR.ﬁ 3T.ATION EAE 2374, M?ys

. Collccted up ‘the VPPl@us ‘Bods round Nﬂpler and ewny to
_.He veloek North 1n _good . flme, Trcan@rred to the old yellow
_“truck snd down to HOlt's"at Hastings where 2 few rather
'Adlsconqolste oneq were' hanglng about. H?lf an hour 1FtFP wWe wWe
Wiere rolllng along wlth 23 in the back snd % in the ceb.

About 20 in the beck ig cnough for comfort over that things
”get a blt h@atmd though thlg doeq not mott@r for a short trip.

L gaw th@ good people ot th@ tntlon who' gfvc gs’ every
h?lp, and dlrectlons, then away up on to the first ridge
where we gplit into. two pprties,,the keen and, fit teking off

. for the high tops (one hour's scrub bsshing fqut) while the
" "test of us followed up a long. velley snd through e "52441e to
wher@ a trpck 1Pd off through the scrub to th@ hut

‘The Foregt 3ervice hFVg put P good Toed rlght through
- the renge a2nd we followed thig for =2 little while, both going
in end on the way out.. The top perty saw our smpke signels
“at lunch timerznd came roering. down. to join uga They. had
been held Up in » gorse pstch =2nd dldn't 1like 1t much,
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Coming bsck some of us decided to take the long wey
roundbs it wes still esrly in the sfternoon, but got into e
lot of bother with bleckberry in the gorge. The oth@rs had
thetr troubleg, too; 2nd we 211 =rrived sbout the seme time,

t11 seemed to think it wss = good trip.
"NQ,’ih Perty: 26, " Leeder: Herry gtéwsrt,
Tohn F@lgl ey, Gfehem McF011 Ruqqell Fhant Peter Leﬁlq;-
_ Crehem Griffiths, Grehsem Thorp, Grehem Lookmpn, Tui Mexwell,
Celis Reed,: Blizebeth Plndprg Brends Thomes, Annette. Tremewsan,
Tuniors: Trevor Reldwin, Psul Csrlyle, Tohn Hesleyy,: stl
Rvsng, Peul Frudes, JOhn_CTLfflthS, Msry Philpott, Meris
Henkin, Beverley Cernett, Lynn Leurent, ®Blizebeth Deller,
Kerry Bromherd, ®lizabeth Buchenan, = ‘
- -000-
No. 775. ' o NAIKﬁMfﬂA June 5 7th,

( U EN'% BIRTHDﬁ Vi BEK - END)

.On the 3eturdsy » worklng pPPty g,th@rpd et Phll's to
tle up in bundl(q the building materisl- that th@ hcllcopter e
wes tsklng in. for us..  _ .
: , On sundey; - Hﬂwk ’s BFy weg in the grlb of Fn iron;ﬂroe%
.~ 4g we rolled seross the pleins and » brillisnt dpwn geve.
promiee of 2 gaod week-end, However ss we nesred the rﬂnges
the wind got up =nd increessed in strength 211 the wey up the
isipewe until when we resched the seddle sbout llem it wes
gele force, =nd those cerrying: pleccq .of timbe, spades,
shovela ctc hed gome dlfflculty in not becoming PleOPn“ back
the way they hed come, Ue went gtrsight down from the: r91n
gruge to the tresm ag this is the shortest wey but not to be
recommended if covered in" anow, The sfternoon Vies Very bleak .
snd cold, snd vwhile some collected flrewood the.rest of. us
qouﬂrca off the site, dug trenchesg for the foundatlong snd. .
filled the bottom of them w1th shingle, The néw gsite is very...
boggy snd will hsve to hsve 2 big drein right round it,
‘otherwise we w111 find our new hut sitting on the ground

lh@ old hut weg. 2 blt crowded with 1& of us nnd thosp
gsleeping below, watched the crepklng plstform above’ them w1th
some 9ppPPthqlon, The westher during the night was very
wild - gale force winds which threstened to roll the whoze
shovw into the creek, ‘showers of heil Pnd rpln and then 1n the
esply morning & 11ght fall of snow, :

Therc qude to be some reluctpnce on the pert of mostt
of us to get out “the nest in the mornlng, but fortunptely we
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hed done sbout =211 we could do the dsy before. Wwe decided to
pull out =about lpm, =nd sbout 1llsm three keen typersg took off
up the gide crédek to climb on to the seddle for = looksee, sO
we 1eft them to follow on =2fter us, The westher hed improved
guite = 1ot, which m=de things plessmanter, =nd =g the others
h=dn't ceught up, we hed 2 brew =t the truck =nd clesned up
the 1leftovers.,  The treck where it had been bulldozed weg

very slippery =nd the 0ld truck did some crszy skidding before
we got to the metel, where we weited for the unfortunste
"pushers" to coms penting up. TFhere wes very little weter

in the “sipews »nd it wes 21most possible to get up with dry
feet, £ lot is running under the metesl, T expect it will be
e different gstory next time we go in,

No, in Perty- 17, Leedere  Herry Stewardt,

“eek=-end Perty:(=undey, Mondry) Helen Lees, Tul Mexwell,
Elizebeth Buchesnen.
Seturdey night, Sundesy morning: Annette Tremewen, Berbers
S - Butler, Jim “ilshere.

John Feigler, Grehem Thorp, Dempster Thompson, Grehsem Griffiths,
fnthony Mort, Bob Gernett, Noel Bvens, Robert ‘rthur, Trevor
>nd Dennisg Beldwin, Herry 3Itewert. ‘ -

—oOoF

No. 776, . ' HINERUZ HUT . June 20th,

‘ L 6, 30 gtsrt W1th 32 tP”mpPPq in thﬂ truck and two cors.
%ie could s=e we were in for dirty westher the nesrer we got
to the renges,

g soon es we got going, =bout 8:00, we met some light
rein, Wwe could hesr & helicopter in the direction of
Weikameke, It cculd heve been tﬂking-thefnam hut timber in,
The t2il of the psrty srrived sbout 10:30. 2 snow fight soon
_sterted. soon after sbout he1lf the psrty hesded for the .

bushline in »n =ttempt to find mwore snow, At the bush. line
it wes blow1ng = gele »nd reining, Five bods breved the cold
~ Wwind snd visited higher ground while the rest r@turnpd to the
hut wh»rn they hnd lunch,

The hut wse rather. full w1th 39 bodg in it. L?t?f
Ngncy end three others proceeded out under their own ste“m.
The regt 1left sbout 1:30., When I-got to the truck leO%t

legt I weg ssked, "Where 1is Herry =nd Co,?" Yea it was
_ Woote's Mistske = they hed gone. towsrds the Tuki lukl. .
- Luckily they realised their migteke end turned b=ck. e

1eft sbout 3:30, with » stop at wsipews, On the Otpne
streight the ?rqgkiranout of fuel. %We returned to lisipswe
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snd put ONE gellon in the mein tsmk., Arrived in Hestings sbout
6+ 30, ' ' :

No. in Perty- 32,  \‘ " Lesder: Grehem criffiths..

/nnette Tremewen, Helen Lees, #lizebeth Pinder, Joy Perk,
Diens '2y, Nency Tenner, Ficne Besrnett, Leslie Yeoman,Kath
Berry, Misses J.Clerk, J Steenson and:S. Hewkes, -Trevor-Baldwin,
John Feigler, Dennis Re1ldwin, Owen Brown, Jim “ilshere; John
LPlfflthS, Herry 3Stewesrt, CGreshem Thorp, Dempster Thompsen,
Robert trthur, R, Wlvidge, Grehem %inn, Dennis Tegg, Bert\
McConnell, Ncel Rvens, + 4 N.B.H 3. Boys.

-000~

No. 777. ¢ . - BAIKAMAKA HUT | ©'3-4th July.

Fleven not-too-wide-auske bods left Hestings at =bout
6:29%a.m. gpeculeticn =g to the ~mmount of snow expécted wes
resolved when the Rushines ceme 1AtO view with » goodly :
corting down to low Jevels, 4 hevy ground frost increraed o
feeling of Brrrrrrr! while 2t the same time decres q1ng any
“feeling of get-up-snd-go 1n inverse r=tio, .

e celled first ot Vic BPO%HQH'S to find the’ wheresbouts
0f Bob Yeomsn's ferm =t which the bslence of the new hut
meterisls had been dumped. This turned out to be = couple of
miles further =long the.rced, =nd on inspection we found sbout
2,5001bg of timbsr, including six 6" by 1" boards reguired
immedietely for the foundationg. It wes decided to cerry
these in sddition to the four piles. nlrﬂody on the truck.

{

Back =agein =t the end of North Rlock R09d4=qt WAas 9 50Pm

...before we got. . sway, Going wes normal =t first, if = bit ‘slow

~ due t0 extre lo=ds., Not so very far sbove the forks the first
“snovw weg encountered, which beceme thick enough to impede
. progrzgs before PPQChlné the geddle The' sNow Wes crustpd on
. top, but not frozen enough to stpnd much weight. It wag often
. difficult to ;teke more than two or three gtnpq orfore crnghlng
" through, sometimes intoi weist deep hollows Congequently 1t
wieg 12:30pm or so by ‘the time we commenced the ascent, but we
presced on still hoping to reach the hut in timerfor- 19te
lunch. Greham Thorp, who was in the lesd, hsd the exhsiisting

. tagk of brﬂﬁking the trail;. following wes still difficult but

~a 1little esgsier then leadlng, To cut 2 long' story short, we

srpived ot the hut sboutl:00pm =fter s frigid descent of the

Yiaikemeke, reléeved , for those who had tims to look, by

sttrsctlvo ice=-formstions =nd trees mentled in froven SNOW,

,_,Therp weg little time and less cnprgy for work on:3aturday.
“+len =nd Jim Gless errived 2t 6 pm. in time for an excellent
‘stew prepered by ‘nnette =nd Hesther. s

A

*
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sundsy dewned reelly fine with brillient skies =2geinst
which the snow-copped peerks showed to perfection. Before going
out boots hed to be thewed out = they were frozen solid inside
the hut! Evesryone got busy, one psrty cerried timber and
herdwere which hsd been dropped beside the helipad, while
another party viorked on the snow-covered foundestions. The
foundetions were not complcted, but advenced toa stege where
s further morning's work will be sufficient to complete. All
timber heg been gstecked in the old hut end esnnexe,

e 1eft for home =t 1.L5pm and in = legs leden stete
negotisted the sepddle with grester speed orriving at the truck
sbout L:L45pm. 4 brief stop ot lieipews for fish =nd chips,
then home tc Hestings by sbout 7:30pm.

A1l in 211, =n enjoyeble 2nd constructive week-end, if
gsomewhat arduous.

No. in Party, 17, } - Leeder: Jim Wilshere,
- Heether MCpr,M’ﬁnrtte Tremewsn, Rlizsbeth Buchansn, Robert
‘Arthur, John Feigler, Trevor Beldwin, Peter Lewils, Herry
qtewert D@mpgtcr & Douglss Thompson, Greahsm Thorp, Noel Evens,
Bob rnett Greham Lookmen, Jim Gless, 2len Berry.

-000~-

No, 778. ' - POHANGINA S4DDLE July 18th.

It weg o bright, sunny and very warm morning when
fourtern of us boesrded the truck: in Hpqtings and set off to
the rosdhesd 2t the top of Keshmir Rosd. UWe srrived =t 9:0=m
snd found the westher = 1ittle different to thet beck in
Hestings. There were gome very threatening clouds brewing
up behind the main>divid@ and » B,%. wind blowing up to 50mph.

Five. others 301ncd us heving come from town by cer, =nd
,by 9:20 am we set off along the bulldozed track., Wvery now
~and sgein we would get qhowerpd with shingle which wesg llfted
up by thr wlnd

2% nlndqwept hours =nd one bveret leter vwe srrived pt the
top of the main ridge where we could see Pohsngine hut
surrounded by a reesgsonsbly thick leyer of snow. We had just
sterted lunch when the long expected r=in hit us. (Our
tthkq go to the member who breved the hesvy rein =nd sleet to
replace the firewood we hed used).  After & lot of blowing and
2 long w#it we menrged to get the water hot enough for = cup
- of tee, Ve then packed our bﬁgg and the lagt ones left the
hut =t 2; ZOpmo'f

_By he15 pm a sqturpted p?rty errlved b?ck 2t the truck, =nd
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were soon heesding for thé l=nd of_Té}evigionw»
Né;Ain Pérty:f;l9o . BT ,Lesder:. Grehsm Tnorp.
'Gfphﬂm“eriffiths, Greeme M c¢Coll, @rehem Lookmén, Peter Lewls,
Trevor B=aldwin, John Griffiths, ‘isrren Greer, John Feigler,
Annette Tremewsn, Klizsbeth Pinder, Diens Yry, Helen Lecs,
George Prebble snd 5 chilren, :

';—oQo—

POPULARITY OF HUTS _
18th July, 1965,

v When Ash Cunningham was léaving for Switzerland he left me some
" graphs that he'd made based on names in hut logs over the Kaweka Range.

He has taken the information for six huts in two ways. First he
has totted up the total for each year and shown this in the form of a
bars twanging your way along thesc bars gives you a sort of potted
history of each hut. Next he has taken monthly totals for each hut,
added. them; and divided to give a monthly average. He has kept the
public and departmental tallies separate. Finally he has combined
figures for all huts to give overall totals and averages for all six
huts,

As Forestry huts have been going such a2 short time the earliest
figures are entirely those for -the Kaweka Hut, znd in the war years
Kaweka plus Kiwi Saddles it is only in the last 4 - 5 years that all
six huts enter the plcuure.

Taking the Kﬂwekw Hut on its own you can. get somethlng of a
victuren Here you can read off the working pﬁrtlcs that built it, the
surge of interest in its first completed year, with the never—to—be=

- repeated figure of just on 400 visitors. ' (With imagination you could

also read the frustration of the fixtuyre committee failing to get sup-
port for trips to other more fartaway - pltces w1th far—soundlng nﬂmes,)
You read the coming ~nd going of  the flrst few Internal Affairs' cullers,
then the onset of the war and the steady drop down to 30-0dd names at the
worst. Another peak, close on to 300 names in 1948 will mark the build-
ing and the dedicaetion of the Memorial Cairn, after which there is a
pretty steady run of 150-200 names in 2 year, only a handful of them
“government hunters. One. break in the tally for.the year 1950 is inex-
plicable. I've checked back and I haven't a clue. Pedple hadn't gone
to Kiwi instead for that too had one of its lowest talliess well, had
'the Howlett’s Search attracted tham to the Ruahines? ' The Waikamaka had
no more than average that year. So I went back through the trlp accounts
Cfor 1950 and the adjacent years, and belleve me i1t wasn't the club. Each
of the three Jyears had the usual lprge Cairn trlp, one or two snow. trips,
perhaps one or two private trips and generally one working party. The
vsual swarm of scouts, Crusaders, shooters and etceteras that supply the
bulk of the Kawcka figures just can't have turned out that year,
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Reading the Kiwi Saddle Hut figures off in the same way as for
the Kaweka you see the same upsurge of interest after the work was done,
but then long periods of little use (the graph cannot show the Wellington
scouts who were for a con51derab19 time its chief p(tron%) It is now
showing a steady rise in popularity bOth public and departmental - there
must be more animals over there.

The one Forestry hut that shows a similar marked and increasing
popularity is the Lawrence Hut, pretty certainly from the monthly tallies
for shooting, both during the roar and in spring when the deer come out
on to the early grass. The lMakahu Hut also gets attention but the figure
is swollen by the experimental staff, who now have their own chalet accom-
modation nearby. :

The monthly figures are intriguing too.. Most huts show an April
peak whigh covers Easter and the roar, the Cairn trip would be the peak
at both Kaweka and Makahu Huts in November, but can anyone explain the
double winter peak for the Kawekna Hut, which just not make sense? Either
of them is higher than the .Easter one, higher than the Cairn one. Junc
and August are obviously snow trips, but then why should July be away down?
The hut snowbound perhaps, but if so how come that the Macintosh, even
harder to get to in snow, should have its peak in just that month? Here
is an exercise for the serious student. .

N.L.E.

N aQ
V.NDALISH 18th July, 1965.

. Trouble has been brewing for some time now over the misuse of huts
and the loss of ammunition and provisions in the ranges, and at last there
‘has been a court case with two men convicted of stealing Forestry provis-
ions. This clears the air and gives an opportunity to say something about
the responsibilities of people who use bush huts.

Until a few years ago it was pretty simples bush huts were open to
- all comers ---- what show have you of keeping a wet shivering party out-
side a padlocked door on a dirty night? ---~ so huts were never locked,
Owners have been known to turf others out into the cold, cold snow, but
this was not usual. When you left you saw the place was safe and tidy
with replenished fire wood and dry kindling for the next-comer. This

was the drilly it was simple but so were the huts, and on the whole it
worked. ‘ o o : _ ,
It -can't be the sanme now{_with,hunters in for long spells and huts
stocked with food and ammunition for six months at a time.  You can't
leave all that stuff lying around, so you are faced with padlocks and a
general air of suspicion. This is unpleasant but it is unavoidable. We
have got to kecp up the earlier standard so far as we can for .the sake of
keeping on-sideiif for no, better reasono

The most 1mportant thlng from the club's point of view is not to
add to this unpleasantness by avoidnble irritations, such as leaving
huts in a mess, allowing opossums to break in or burning up firewood.
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Life is quite hard enough for- hunters without tramping parties aggravating
l't. . - . B . )

We should treat Forestry huts as well as we ¢o our own,. jump on any
misuse of théir huvs and-ours. alike, and bring aaything serious of that
sort, or accidents such as blown-in windows, smartly to the notice of the
Club or of Forestry. It may be necessary to break into stores in an
emeérgency. - This of course must ‘be reported immediately or stores replaced.
‘We have learned that Forestry have no file to take cash donations in such
-2 case —-—-- they want full tims on site. ' '

. N.L.BEs

FROSTBITT

; Two exp~1itnced members have had toes frostbitter this winter.
In one instance, this was becavge only one pair of socks, of a not-very-
WnTI, half—nyl‘n half-wnol yp99 were wern inside frozen boots in fine,
frosty condisions. :

Scme tire age, o Puketitiri farmer suffered'frostbiﬁe on both
aukles sovere cuough bc prevent his wearing boots for three months.
"He had spent several hﬁ‘*s in snow on the Kawekas; conditions were not
particularly ccld and the snow seemed wei and half-melted, but some of
de

it had packed cown 1n516 the tops of his boots and “one the damage with-
out his knowledgc.

As the ceold weather may not be firished yet, a few warnings could
well be repeated. Nylon-mivture socks are fine for aard wear, but in
snow and frost you recd to wear two pairs of socks, and the inner pair
should bz warm oncg.  You =21ls> need scmething to keéep snow out of the
tops of ‘your tochsy putfecs are not very expensive, and they can also
save nmuch discoulort from stenes in your boots in rivers or on shingle
'éllde .« Tney com be made of strips of old blanﬁen, or even sacking, if
necessary. Thire nre ways »f putting them on, so that they seldom come
undsone. Do net tie knoto in the tapess they may be very 01fflou7t T0
undo when wet, or worse i1 J;czcno f“ozeng :

Woollen g1 or mit*ins are easier %5 bend’ wh:n/lenther goe% like
weod.  Oilskin mit's ne~d scome sort of lining. It is better to have the
fingert all scaeil in ore conmpartment, rather'than'separate;’and the
wrist part choold e ool szasrous length If you have nc gloves, a pair
oty r"nc}: W“ulé e far Lituver than n(tnlng9 very cold fingers may not
work when youv reed them.

Iong troas. “*ﬁawku pe oif a type which carn be: put on without
diffienlty waile weariiny vootss narrow.cuffs are a nuisance. If weather
worsens or wos DSavty moaves into worse conditions, it is better -to put on
iongs (and perhaps. 1erw'*Q) a little before they become necessities,
rather than wait uatil you have lumps of snow. frozen.to your legs.

C Bven in fins nor there -is a catchs after 2 few hours on snow,
in br1~1lant sunshine. 7ou can be feeling quitve . sorry fer yourself with
7 you haven't brought dark goggles and

5 -
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‘Snow trips are great; fun if you arc prepared for them, but even.
at lower altitudes, you have to watch yourself in blizzard conditions.

P.L,

USE OF ICE AXES

From the pickaxes and shovels used by early explorers in the hills
and mountains the present day ice axe has been evolved. One pick of the
pick axe and the blade of the shover have been oomblned over the years to
form our present day ice axe. Its efficiency and strength have increased
through improvements to steel and alloys., With the gain in strength,
however, the basic shape and weight have not changed as the shape has
been proved by time to be the best and the weight is necessary to help
the user conserve energy.

Notwithstanding the origin of the iceaxe the modern article is not
meant to be used in the manner of its bigger brothers. Its main use for
a tramper is as a walking stick but occasionally it is used on snow and
ice and in this sphere the tramper and his companions rely on this instru-
ment as 2 means of safety. Vhen used as a means of stopping a glissade or
"for-a belay one should appreciate its usefulness as a safety measure. Some
individuals, however, (members of this club included) try to lever boulders
and dig rubbish pits with them and, yes, even use them for weeding the
garcden. Some;, by the appearance of two ice axws returned recently try to
emulate 2 D8 bulldozer. - L

Your Life may depend on an axe that has been abused so if you see
an ice axe beingiused, in o manner detrimsutal to Your Safety remon-
s%rate with the user or eise report the matter to-the gear custodian.

H.T.
————— 0Q0-r—=-
"SOCTAL NEWS »
Births To Margaret {nec Mison) and Brian Parnin - o daughterg

Marriages Gae Lobban to Earle Culwver.
Departures: Celia Reed is returning to Enﬂlwnd,
NEW MEMBERS
Wle welcome to the club the followings-

Elizabeth Pindar, Helen Lees, John Grirfiths, ‘Tony Mort (jr.), Bob Garnett
(jr.), Trevor Baldwin (jr.).

Trampine Gear-of the late Molly Molineux

For several yea“égMoily‘s ice axe haos been on loan to the club.
When :she passed away she bequeathed that to us together with the rest
of her tramping gear.
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FIXTURE LIST

. ~Leaders to give =2 short descripticn of trip - locality, fitness
required, etc. at the meeting before the irip.

1965 Trip o  Le~der - Fare
Aug.28-29  Howletts - Saw Taoth B J. Glass 10/-
fcpt. 12 Blowhard Trig - The Lizard = Pene . G. Griffiths 9/-
Sept .25~ 26 Waikamaka ' o o S 10/~
Oct. 9——1“‘VZM rathon: Bnldy - Gorge Stresm - Black Birch - S
' . Littles Clerring - B=ldy. Overnight family = N. Tanner 10/-
" picnie at Gorge Stream., S o
Oct.23-25  Waihohonu Hut off Desert Road G. McColl  30/-
Labour or o o : ~ juniors 25/-
Weekend Weikemakn, | “ o - 19/-
Nov.6-17  Cairn Trip. Makahu Hut via Fern& Ridge _ H. Hi1l1 - 10/-
Nov. 21 ~Micdle Creek Hut - return vie Saddle with ‘ SO ‘
| ' Smiths Creek. 5., 4o Tremewen .10/-
Dec.4-5 Karioi - Ruapehu ' ‘ oo A Berry ' 30/_
N _ . A = _ Junlnrs 25/—
Déc¢:19  Red Island via Weimerama o . E. Bﬁyens : 7/—
New Year  Pohangine Saddle - Pohangins River Hut - P. Lewis 10/~
Jan. 1-4 Ngamoko Range - Howletts Hut

N.B.: These fares (except Rua pehu) are recucible by 2/— for seniors, and
half-fares for Jjuniors by 1/—;_if.pajﬁ 2t the meeting before or on
the trip. : o
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AITNUAL ”F‘I\TERAL MEFTIIJG

The 30th Annual Gener~l Mcftlng will be held f0110w1ng the fnrtniﬂhtly

meeting in the Radiant Living He2ll, Werren Street North, Hastings, on
20th October, 1965. N

prronpum i a P

List of Ccntentss .
Poge 1 - Bulletin No.100 Page 14 - National Park W.P,
Page 4 - Private Trips, 3 in the Roar v 20 - Populerity of Huts

6 ~ lMcawhange Hycro o 21 - Vendelism

T~ Forestr, Trips - : 22 - Frosthite

8 - New site for Waikamaksa Hut 23 - Use ~f Ice Axcs

"Olrig Alert , - 868ial News
Our Broad Bean C*op R - . New Mewbers{ :

9 - Club Trips e v . Gear of late Molly Mo1 ine ux

E ey

OVERDUE TRAMPERS

Should n club party become overdue, would parents or members please first
contact one of the following:

Morman Elder tphone 7-924 e . \ Caq
Alan Berry no 77223 irs. Janet Lloyd phone 87-666

L]



