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T LAIRAMAKA HUT - VORKING BER

Frem the rosd end & the'walpawe R1ver we set off in

- ¢loudy westher with occasionsl drizzle which cleared asround

middey. It remsined warm and flne for the reqt of the weekend.

“de 'bodq were left to mark ‘a new track ‘from the Wsipews

"“'ggddle to the river of the .same neme, ~.The old’ track hed eroded

a fair ‘smount Jjust above the bush.' The rest of ug réachéed the
hut after a record 5% hour journey. =The hole in the Mall was

“patched, wood was chopped, the saw qu re~gsharpened ‘and a

troublesome log which wWas csusing erosion in the stresm ‘was
cut up.

The following day two 'bods' qet off to cut 8 new Yreck

from the VWeiksmeka Stream to the 3addle. This track is marked
by a disced pole slightly south-west of the saddle. Also two
‘otherq set off to complete their job.on the east gide,

We were joined in the morning bymthe two Jlms.

work done, everyone packed up and with a few sunburn

_moang, set off back to the truck. Three rather ambitious




2,

types came out by way of Rangii gaddle, Rangi and "69" to meet
the main party on the saddle. .

No. in Party: 13, :.Lesder: Graeme McColl,

DouglésThorﬁpsén, Graham Griffiths, Graham Thorpe, Russell
Berry, John Feigler, Anthony Daly, .
Sunday Party: Jim Glass, Jim Wilshere,ﬂp

‘-oOo;

‘ Dec. cOth

» Na, 761, T e e d
I TUKITUKI via MIDDLE ROAD,

Annette Tremewan, Nancy Tanner, Dians Way, Christine.Prebble, -

.-A large party of twenty-two- 1left Holt's at 9 BOam‘oniw”

" an extraordlnarlly nice morning to picnic along the Tukltukl.
As nesrly everyone had lilos the river was alive with. bodies
-~ drifting pescefully with ithe current or struggling to become
"re-floated. This, with sun bathing, made & pleassantly lazy
dey, very different-to the-ustal -tremping ¢lub 8undsys.
No. in Party: 22, _iéader:’_ Barkara Butler,
Christine Prebble, Dians W=y, Hesather McKey, Nancy Tanneér,
Jesnnie & Brian Erikson,’ Brenda Butcher, ‘JimenrEaston, Loulse
Thompson, Douglas Thompson, Peter Lewls, John ye;gler,ﬁraham
Griffithys; " Graeme. MeColl, “Grah&m Thorpe,,Dempster Thompson,
Derek:Vihite,; Dick:-Howeld, Noel JVanq, Graeme anns,
JEPTY Holdsworth AR ,
-oQo—: bt
I T ULt AN T .
No: 762, P ot i SRR T . Jan*lqt
S e BACK PU”E—“RJCK“ AﬁEAﬁ'- hAV?ON,—\' '
A TUﬁHOLNE'S re MKKAHU b

Tt

‘ Prospectq for this trip did not seem too bright... A
partyeof-sixteen ig & Wit 1arge ‘Tor fest travelllng, we . were
going .intc country iwhere "iéhé of us had' been before;  there
were. only ‘five ‘dver twenty-one- and the ages of the rest .

" ranged downito fourteen; nearly’ Half the- party ‘had not done o

‘much tremplng, and the weather promised to be gnything but
good. ~ L gl eE DT DT D e

- edgimostioof ug,” 1nclud1ng the drlver, came from Napler,
Rona klngly offered the few Hastirgs bods & plece to spreafl’
“their sleeping begs, so that they would not have to come oout
from Hastings in the mornlng Other H.T.C. bods slgo turned
up at her place for a singsong which lasted until well after

$he New Year hed begun.

~

(AW fYBAR PRIPY ST ot A0 ?*”“fiff;**
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On New Yeer's morning, we left the truck at the saddle .
between Biddle Renge and the Black Birch, and plodded up to
Makehu Hut while the black clouds gathered., Vie had our first
pauge, to patch a blister, halfway up to. Little's Clearing. ‘

we hed 1unch at Makahu Hut., Makahu Spur seemed twice s high
as usuasl., The air was so humid that all our sweating did
not cool us much, Clouds closed around-us as we resched the
top, thunder made some fine echos among the rocks, and for )
the rest of the way down to Back Hut.it felt as though we were |
walking under s waterfsll. No-one seemed keen to go on to -
Rocks Aheed; seversl were not feeling too good, and 1ater,
after the evening mesl, we heard a thump and saw one bod had
fainted, and wag flat on the floor. The Back Hut rain guage

collected 0,8 of an inch between Lpm and 7pm. Bill Morison's
party srrived lester, three of them generouqu spending- the
night in a wet tent to relleve crowdlng in the hut. Sie

On gaturd@y mornlng the rain was cnly occaaional at
first. ‘We wasted some time following esn old blszed track
which led down s ridge off Back Ridge towards Rocks Ahead
stresm, but lucklly an opening in the clouds showed us thst
~we were too far north, s0 we cllmbed back up and found. the
track we Wanted : : TR . .

After lunch 5t Rocks Ahe¢d ‘Hut; several ugually fit
bods who were feeling crook were doubtful if they coulad .
eontinue, snd we also had-.gome difficulty in finding the
gtart of the tresck up on to the Menson, At last the track
was found and we croassed the Ngarsroro, sbout waist deep;’
while huge drops of:rsin mixed with & few h81lstones qplat%er-
ed down., Graeme Evany did a marvellous job of gettlng a g
stemdy peee which we could just msnege to keep up with,; and -
yet not so fast that we -had to atop for rests.’ The. track
geins height guickly; we seemed to climb endless hundreds of
feet up into the clouds, toward= the thunder, which was
going well, Near the tops, which are not so steep, and. .
covered w1th small tussock and native grasses among the bare,
eroded petcheq,l ne clcuds thinned to.give vigibility .of- :
several hundred - yerds._ we begen to swing left; west, then
south-west, then gsouth to Mangon Trig, then south—eagt B
towards the 0ld hut site. We went for s gquarter of an hour
down the wrong ridge before discovering that we were too,fer
north, so retrsced our steps and arrived at the 0ld collspsed:
hut gust on dark, Ve did not’ find eny nevi Forest Qerv1ce_~
hut there ( no wonder, since it is outside the forest
boundary), so spread oulr sacks -on the spot, regardless of
rain, mist or wet pround., Some were so sleepy they didn't
even wait for food, and the rest of us were not too lively.

Sundsy mbrning brought improving westher, a downhill
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track and at last, sunshine! - Durlng a 1ong morning . tes/
lunch stop at Kiwi Mouth Hut, wet geer was gpresd out to dry,
rather. unsuccegsfully because the humidity wes-.still high. .
Jome went. for s swim in:the river 1ntent10na11y, and some . -
acc1dentally when they-gtumbled into e deep spot Wh11€~l‘
crossing. - After lunch we went up Kiwi stream and, missing:
the tske- off of the track up to Kiwi s=ddle, continued up
streem for s while and climbed out on to the mein knob

between Kiwi- gaddde -and Castle Camp. On top of Kelarahl e
the wind Wag'unnlepaéntly cold, and we vwere glsd to arrive at-
3tudholme! s Saddle Hut as the lﬂqt of the dﬂyllght 1eft ug,

Mondsy morﬂing Wigs flﬁe,fand our route to Macklnt@gh Lomven
Hut mostly downhill, but the first thrpe devs of wet: boots
hed mede e mega of our feet, and qtlcklng plester was used .
in large guantities. fjeveral peirs of boots. were coming to
pleces, kneeg. were cr@aklng,*epd gome hed raw patches on thp}ﬁ“’ﬁ“‘
becks where pecks.rubbing on wet clothés hed worn.the skin- - ~=
off, After-an-esrly lunch at Mecklntosh We: crqued the. D: :
Donald Gorge., It -must have béen quite an schievement: for
the Forest Service to cstabllgh 9 track there.gt.sll =~ the
gorge is so steep, -especially”on the north- eaqt side, whigch
is guite gsome ¢climb!  Matauria. Rldge is longer than we had
thought, but by now we were Tike horses who know they are f'” RO
neerly home, and we~mede fairly good tlmey regardless of: - S
blisters, to Msksho and out to the track, The whole mob of
ug desgcended,-on Mr, & Mrs. Lew1s,,end once ageln engcyedw s
their tg@ end qconeq Eﬁd sandwlches,m;'J . - _ : -

This trlp,_eq 1t turned oiat, iwsq 2 qood qemple of IR
what we might one.dey have“to do”in thé course. of;a search -~
when the.weather-is too-bad for- alrcreft _The younger and - oo o
lega experienced.ones have ‘some ‘réason to fepl pleeged with.- 0"
themselvesg for~the way they- manqged to be so.cheerful and:
helpful.  The distence we covered wag estimated at. 31 wmilesy e
on the map, by one of the party, but that did not count .the = -t~
vertical component! ThHe extrs weight added to our psacks e
by wet gear mesde & surprising difference, but, for a1l thst,
most of us sermed to think it w=s well worth whlle. '

No., in Party: .16.. = = ““Lesder: Peter Lewis.

Tul Manell, Berbera Butler, Rona Budgett, Grahsm Thorpe,
Graham Sebastien, Graeme McColl, Graeme Evans, Noel Evans,
Alen Culver, Alsn Rrown, Psul Frude, Ian Hargresves, John
Feigler, Dougles Thompson, Antony D2ly,

~000~-
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No., 763. 17th Jen,
TONGOIO BBEACH,

iith the forcast for showsrs incressing in the after- .
noon snd scattered thunderstorms, the grey skies that hung. . |
over us gppeared f?r from salubrious. The truck was almost -
o time ‘at Nspier y 1ﬁ1qurely smble, umfamiliar to some.
more energetic members, wss enjoyed as we made our way to .-
Flet Rock where s brisk breeze necessitated s sheltered bay -
for sa place of rest, :

The  crab populetion of Fleat Rock waq poked, prodded;. -
chased. A few regular members felt pangs of nogtalgis -
combined with hunger for the good 0ld deys when gweetcorn :
formed the staple diet; but & new delicacy, crabs' lpgg,’tOOkf
its place. After = b011 -up end o swim we headed for home at
a8 very r6spect9b1@ hour,

No. 1n-“arty, - 2b, ' J,Lééder: Ohristine'Preﬁblé,

Ray Prébble, Peter Lewis, Dempster Thompson, Derek. White,
Douglas Thompson, Gr?ham.Thmrpe, Dick Howell, Creeme Evans, .
John Feigler, Greseme McColl, Herry °tewart, Henth@r McKay,
Barbars Butlep, Nency Tentner, Rrende Butcher, Tui Mexwell, .
Keth, Alen,ﬁJan % ROss Béy?yg Toreen, Jim, <usasn =nd Keren
Gl?%%. ‘ S o R ‘ . o :

o iﬁﬁoi”ﬁ T
No. 764 o dem 30 - . 3lst.

BIG HILL - NGARURORU - T”RUARAU
(a)UJGekend Trlg -

our: plans were to go. over Flg Hlll down to the top
end: of ‘the grﬂqov PlVPr flat which they cell the Mec1ndqe,
sand .then work ou?r wey up the Ngeruroro for s while, perhaps
cemping before the gor e nerrowed too much and before .all our
geesr ‘weg wet, (Ha! Ha! Next dny we could go. up the gorgc
as fen . sg was conVFnlent end come beack down river on our . 11103.

Eor qeverml deys pPlOP to the trlp the. wcetner had
be?n bad, and some members hed been unusually sensible, . .- .
becauge” only seven members turnei up. At Big Hill <station .
we wepe werned ‘that the river wssg runnlng high, =2nd =3 we S
climbed the hill the rain began again, Rpeghlng the river .
bank, we hnd 8 b011 up end eerly lunch, ‘ S e

“. - The river wag qutly Wquf-drep to qhouldpr deep,ru?.w
fortunately slmost clegr, but too swift to stsnd ageinst, - -
Like mbést of these rivers 1t wanders from side to side of SRR
the . gorge =2nd trmvplllng up or down it involves # croseing -
every few hundred V?rdgn we tv1<d the diegonal method,
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where you run downstresm with the current, st the asme time
working ecross, =2nd if the shallow reasch is long enough you

© _come to the fer bank before you sre cerried down to the next

deep pool. The current mede us run too fast znd there were
some nesty extres lesrge boulders scettered here =nd there on
the bottom for us to trip over, After helf = dozen crossings,
tWwo of the party had been'bowled and we hsd had enough of
this method. It is not & very nice- sengetlon to take g
tumble 2nd go hirtling =long expectlng to Cetcb your head

or knee. or stomesch on a rock at any moment,  About 211 you
cen do.is.try to -turn eround Wwith your feet downgtresm and
then:when they touch bottom the ‘current may stend you up.

. For the rest of the CPquingg, which were so masny that

"~ we lost count, we formed a line by crose-linking srms, with
oAl hvay bod.on the upstresm end v bresk the force of the
. L uater for’ ‘the otherg, while they h@lp d him“tc resist it.

2 "Thie Wes much better, .a§. long a=-the 11nk1ng«up weg done

securely enough, = Highevr" up;. . whﬂre the river Wigs narrower, we
would feel our Dack-gtrabq ‘glecken ag: the weater ceme to weist
depth, . then a few more steps end- the packq would be holding
Us:up w1th our feet clear of the bottom. e just kept on
walking .on: nothlng, and in = qurprlqlngly short time would
."feel the stones speeding peast underfoot a5 we CQmP nesr the
other bsnk. We mostly menepged to qtumbl@ out no fearther then
“tuice the r1Vequ wldth below whrre we had gone 1n,

: 6 errlved nt tqe Junctlon of the TPruﬂraa about mid-
Vafternoonal ‘There was 2 good camp' 'site, complete with a fire-
place, on the point of 1and between the two rivers, and
although the rein hed become hesvy by this time, the abundent
manuka firewdod seved us any difficulties with the cooking.

;wunday morning, the rain had stopped, but we.-looked

- out of wet tents to see the Tarusrsu-running tHickly yellow,

almost liguid clsy, The Ngesruroerd was Jjust as bed, and:
where the two met wee & horrible pestch of whirlpools and foam.
As one of us hed not head sny experience .of 1lilo travel, and
another had no 1ilo 2t all, 211 thought of coming down river
uwsg ruled out, ‘Though the rise wss only pbout six to ten
inches, it hed probsbly doubled the speed of flow. e tried
to cross the Teruersu so thet weicould come out over the :
Northern Rushines, but it wes fsr too strong for us.,  There
looked to be at 1least = one in ton chance of gcme of us not |
surviving if we’were weshed down into the r=pids. Be could
hesr boulders rumbllng on the bottom, To come out over the
Comet to the Teihene ros=d might hpve t~¥en 2 couple of deys,
's0 the only ﬂlt@rnetlve was to croas the Ngs=ruroro higher up
where 1t wes w1der,.nnd come out over .Longfellow, ,

mhc cr0q31ng wes a bit rough but the cllmb not too

long, even if steep. 2£fter lunch on the 3, F, end, “we dropped
down ¢on to the lerge scrub covered- terrace 9bove thP Om?h?kl
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streem, It is not my favourite type of country. The menuks,
mogtly 10 to 20 feet high, must have been bsdly crushed by e
snowfall meny yeers ego. It was twisted snd tengled, and
there seemed to be hundreds of acres of it. Down at the river
at lest, four waded =zcross, but three of us were determined
not to go home without some use of the likos we had cerried,
go they were duly set aflost, 4About half 2 mile down, and
not many minutes later, we found ourselves hesding towards
some drifting treeg which had broken brenches sticking out at
all sngleg, so peddled to the bank and followed the others
out over Big Hill, The water wes much colder then on the
previous day, so there wes little incentive to stay in any
longer.,

This trip wee the finel one for several pairs of boots,
gome were tied up with string or bits of flex at the finish,
with their owners stepping delicetely to keep off the sharpest
of the neils!

Beck 2t Big Hill sStetion, Christine, not satisfied
with 211 the weter we had seen, decided she wes thirsty ond
begged & glags of water from the people at the homestead|

No., in Perty-: 7. ’ ILeader: Peter Lewis.

Greeme Evens, Grshem Thorpe, Heather McKay, Christine Prebble,
Herry Stewart, Dempster Thompson, o o

.. =000-, ,

(b) Dey Trip

Eight of us left Holts in two cers soon after 7sm for
Rig Hill stetion. The westher vwss cloudy ond very humid ss
we toiled up the track to the top and then slong to the north-
ern end sbove the Ngmsruroro, The river iooked very high endi
dirty from sbove snd closer squeintesnce confirmed this
impregsion, It wes also very swift and sinisterly silent -

L2

definitely not an inviting lilo prospect.

%e lunched lezily by & clesn creek, till & ghort sharp
shower disturted our “orpitude. About ten minutes up the
river bed brought us o the delightful grassy plateeu,
M=2cindoe's flet by neme, I understsnd., The pronounced
earthquake feult “hat runs e2long this eastern flank of the
Northern Rushines cuts scross thias flat, We gat on the
urper edge, sbout four feet above the lower level, and
contempleted our course. To follow the feult itself up to
wr.ere the bulldozed treck running up the velley to the yards
crogssed it seemed o gcod bit -~ and it weas., About en hour
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and e helf lester we were 2t the new forestry hut near the
broom yards. A leisurely boil-up here fortified us for the
toil up Big Hill.

Looking beck we gaw bodg down by the yards and were
soon overtaken by Heather. Coming down Big Hill is just

ebout =g painful, though for different peris; =2s going up,
but we were down 2t the csars by 7.

No, in Party: 8. Leeder: Nancy Tsnner,

Helen Hill, Barbare Butler, Jim Clags, Grahsm Griffiths,
Paul Frude, Noel ®vens, Alen Brown.,

~000=

No. 765. Feb, 1lhth
, PUKETITIRI HOT_ SPRINGS -

LITO DOWN THE MOHAKA.

Due to previous heavy rein and a suspected swollen
Mohaka this trip wes not all thet had been anticipated.
However, with 2 very noticeable nip in the 2ir sand = few
petches of snow visible on the Kaweks tops twenty-four well
pecked beings duly left the twin cities behind, =nd after
dropping off one passenger =2t the Lewis's the remsining
twenty-three fineslly ceme to rest =t the Mohaks River by Cokk's
Cottege,

After & nice leisurely stroll, the Hot Spring was resched
2t about midday by 11 but four energetic bods who hed
decided to vigit Mskino Hut. For the msjority, =t the Hot
3pring, lunch wass next on the progrsmme =2nd this wes spreesd
out over a period of three hours during which time 211 partook
of gome desired pestime be it esting, drinking, smoking,
sleeping or spleshing in the hot pool. But no-one vwas game
enough to attempt liloing in the chilled, swift moving westers
of the Mohesksa,

By the time we ceme to le=sve the ~=pring, =t 2.L5pm,
the weather hed warmed up considerebly end it vwas suggested
by the keener few that we take the truck dcwn to the Pskatutu
bridge end try out the lilos from there, a0 after & glow Wwalk
. out to the truck, which wes reached by 5pm, the Mskino Hut
vigitors having rejoined us along the wey, we took off for
the Paketutu bridge where seven dare-devils gallantly
entered the weter equipped with lilos while the rest of us
cheered them on. About 2 mile snd a helf and ten minutes
later we sssisted seven shivering bodies out of the water and
were gsoon heeding for home. Ve resched the Lewis's at about
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seven‘o'clock to pick up Miss Binghem, our twenty-fourth
passenger, and all twenty-three of us were invited inside by
Mrs Leviis for tes and eets,

ToWn wag eventuslly reasched by about 10 o'clock with
everyone tired =fter a2 Yezy day.

&

No. in Perty: 24 K Leader: Hesther McKey.

Miss Bingheam, <usen Cowlrick, Helen Hill, Cherry Holder, Diane
Liny=srd, Msdge McConnell, Tul Mexwell, Jennifer 3e2nko, Leslie
Yeomen, Nancy Tenner, Peter Beven, Alen Brown, David Butcher,
Noel Evens, John Feigler, Dennis Harrison, John Hesley, Peter
Lewis, Greseme McColl, Bertie MoConnell Dempster Thompson,
Grehem Thorpe, Jim ullshpre,

=000=

No, 766. 27~28th Feb,
OTUPAE

As quite a bit of travelling time wes involved elghteen
of us left Hastings soon after 6.30pm on Fridsy evening, %
hours later Gentle Annie was behind ug 2nd vwe were settling
down for the night on the comfortable beds in the shesrerg'
ogurrters st Timehanga Station, on the Napier-Teihape roed.

Another 12 miles on 3eturdey morning brought us to the

‘Mangsohene streem Jjust short of the Otupee homestesd a2nd the

start, =t .9am, of the foot-slogging. ' There was mist on the
tops, but the sun shone down on us =g we-toiled upwerds by
devious routes, meinly through tussock country with some. scrub,
sfter lunch 2t the foot of the Otupee range e miscalculation
combined with a deep gorge took ug helf way (it scemed) up

the renge - there weg 2 convenient sa2ddle = little lower down;,
but !!!

The night's objective was the 0ld +ild Life hut on the
Mekirikiri stream to the south of the Otupse resnge, It Vas
known that this hut wes incorrectly sited on the map - an
earlierperty thought they had almost resched it however, and
we were full of confidence, ‘e sidled the fece just below the
high limestone bluffs south of Otupse and followed a good
track down the gecond ridge, but it petered out in the scrub.
Head=-gscretching 2nd map =nd country contemplstion induced us
to cross a scrubby, steep gully to the ridge south of this.

A recce party dropped down to find the Makirikiri running in

s deep gorge with no sign of possible hut sites., 3o, hoplng‘
the third visit might Be lucky, we revised our idess 2nd

went up the ridge looking for = suiteble comp site. A very
pleasant spot wes found in a tussock bssin on the bush edge :
just belovw the bluffs ot sbout 6pm. Only 2 ¥ of the 4 tents
were used A5 it wesg 2 besutiful =tarry night. ' B
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Our camp fece~d just south of easast across the Meskirikiri
snd Ikewatea streems to trigs ¥ =2nd D behind No Men's in the
Rushines, =nd further south to Fut Ruin snd Piopio., <undeys
wes 2 bit hezy ond cloudy =21l dey (fortunstely for our comfort),
Ve were esway sbout 8em, over and under the bluffs bsck to the
gw foot of the Otuvse renge. It looked rather 2 grind, but
even the slowest (me) wes up at the Mengsohene trig, L4502',
at 10 o'clock, There is & very extensive view from this
point - of the Rushines, Kswekes, centresl volcsnoeg (sShrouded
in mist except for one of Ruepehu's pesks sticking up sbove i#)
and to the SW towsrds Teihspe. It Wwas a plessant 1% to 2 hour
wander 2long the brosd top of the renge to the Otupse trig,
LLO89', 2t the northern end. The line of 0ld telegraph poles
guided us down to the west 2nd we hed s boil-up and meal =t
the Ceders hut. '

Leaving the hut et 3pm the mein body hesded out foe the
roesd, more or leag following s bulldogzer track out, while L4
stelwarts brenched off down to f:tch the truck up. Ue errived
st the road opposite s white gerte below the distinctive
trisngular tussock hill 1 hour 20 minutes leter and weited to
be picked up. After o gtop going down Centle Annie to edmire
the Ngeruroro river far below =nd enother at the bbidge =t
Kuripspengo, We resched Hestings st 8,30 -~ just under 3 hours
for the trip beck, v . ' o

Ve gaw severel deer, meinly on S=turday =nd hoof merks
and fresh droppings, nslsg: » few pig rootings, possum droppings
and tracks, the lstter going right over the top of the renge,
snd hereend/or rebbit screspings, .

No, in Party: 18, - : .+ Lesder: ‘Nahcy)Tanner.

Tui Mexwell, Annctte Tremewen, Helen Leeg, Herry Stewart,

Peter Lewis, Roy Pescock, Devid &vens, Grahem Bhorpe, John
Feigler, Douglss Thompson, Derek .hite, Noel Hsdwen, Tony Dely,
Alen Brown, =nd %erren Greer, Anthony Mort, Rodney Naylor.

~oQ0o-
No. 767. R _ , 13-14th Merch, '65.
REPORT ON 1965 TRIAL 3£ARCH. . '
Purpose of Triel. trising from the Nevermen sesrch

2t Tetere-s=kine 2 pool of lesders hed besn formed in order™
that there might =t 211 times be =veileble persons recognised
=g having sbility tc leed serrch perties in the field. Those
who volunteered to Jjoin the pocl received further instruction
in first =2id, mep re=ding, redioc operstion =2nd sesrch
procedure during the months prior to the trisl seesrch., This
yeer's triel wes perticulerly simed ot giving perty lesders
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additional experience in the precticel hendling of sesrch
teems end it wes 21s0 of course intended to meintein the
meximum degree of competence throughout the orgenisstion as
2 whole,

Ares of Trial; The exercise vies cerried out in the Rushine
“enges 1n the espnroximete ares between Tuperi in the north

end Armstrong Seddle in the south, including the country esst-
werds from the mein divide, This ig sn sres of approximstely
12 sauere miles of feirly rough country. '

Assumptionsg., It wes =ssumed thet & solitery hunter with a
resgonable emount of experience =nd locel knowledge hed gone
in by way of Shuteye Sheck with the expressed intention of
shooting the tops for the weekend snd coming out by way of
the Mekaroro River on the dundsy evening, In view of the fect
that the weather h=d been fine during the weekend it scemed
unlikely thset the hunter should hesve merely gone astrey =nd
the indicstions point=sd towards en injury. It wes sssumed
thet edvice had not been received until Tuesdey =fternoon of
the missing men'g feilure to srrive a2t the rosdhe=d =snd it
h2d been esccordingly decided to mount = fe2irly megsive ge=rch
on the %“ednesd=y morning,

The treil wes 1=21d by two H T.C perties, one person remsining
2g the ousrry., the sesrch controller not h=ving sny informstion
.2 to the movements or wheresbouts of these perties,

The Operstion, Police snd privete +tresnsport picked up the
Nepier contingent cf sesrchers 2t 5,30 a.m, on the saturday
morning snd the convoy eventuslly left Hestings =t =bout 6. 30,
Further personnel were weiting et Hell's property when we
arrived =t 8.002.m,, the totsl aveileble strength for field
perties being 39. The leaders of eech of the seven perties
(2 lesders to esch perty) h2d previously been determined and
written essgignments prepsred. the rest of the sveileble
pergonnel were distributed amongst the veriouae perties with
an endeesvour being mede to heve = good cross section of
ebilities and club =ffilistions in esch perty, One of the
joint leeders vweg given his perty saecignment while the other
wers receiving instruction in the opersticon of the redio, the
intention being thset their respectibe jobs should be exchenged
on the ~undsy, In due course =11l perties moved off between
9.00 2nd 915 2.m. ;

The search HZ Ww=as st up in 2 smell cottrge on the ferm snd
there then followed the ususl guiet period ss the psrties moved
to their eresas, Two parties hed gone in psst “huteye ~hack,

one to chsck Maropes Hut snd to then proceed by wey of Te Petiki
to Gold Creek Hut, the other to hesd north up the resnge from
Armstrong Seddle. The third pesrty wes sent to first check

told Creek Hut, =nd to then climb to the tops, Psrties four
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~end five were rlloceted = lerding spur 2nd likely creek
regpectively end perty six hed the foivly tough sssggnment
of meking its wey 75 cuickly =s poseible to Remutupo Hut
snd reporting beck., Berty seven went up the iskeroro River
with instructions to procerd tu the tops by wey of a long -
spur lesding on to Ina's Rock, efter chscking the Mid-
Mekerorc Hut. '

There wes very scevere interference from = locel electrical
feult with the recult thet difficulty wes experienced in
receiving the first me=sasgsg from the field., Bese wes moved
severel hundred yesvds scross the peddocks =fter middsy end
no further trouble of this sort wee experienced.

The first positive indicetiong were received from the perties
pessing throurh ~huteye shsck, tc the effect thet 2 log entry
confirmed thet ths miseing men h~3 peggsed th=t wezy, Other
perticg report~d progress with their a=gignments but negetive
results, .

itn unexpected problem wes thecwn into the ex=rcise in the
form ¢f 2 megaage vhich Normen #ider hsd oculetly hended to
one of the gesrchers to the effect that 2t 1 p.m. he had
susteined 2 broken leg, 4dvice rrom party two of the sccident
weg received with =ome mutteringe 2t HQ but sction was teken
to cope with the emesrgency by instructing parties one snd two
to prepesre an emergency stretche» from sveilable masteriels in
order thst the injured men might be brought down to the
shelter of shuteye ~“heck befors nightfell. The g9t., John's
Ambulsence men 2t bese hed hisg ouiet Saturdey afiternoon rudely
shettered by instructions to procecd post heste to shuteye
with » Tersrus gstretcher, 2 guids being sent down to meet him
=t the bush edge, :

This left = blenk in the sesrch pettern but this wes pertislly
overcome by sending three members of perty one to Armstrong -
3rddle =nd thence up the Tange, '

It wes not until 4,15 that the n-xt informstion relsting to ‘
the miseing men wes received, being sdvice thet fresh foot-
prints heeding north =léng the divide hed been found just to .
the north of trig 50, Sueet pepsrs 2nd = cigerette packet

were 2lso picked up, This wes perty one, who a2t 5.05p.m.
reported & cereergs to the north of trig 50, with s note that
"Toe BRloggs" (the missing men) intended heving s 1look over.
towsrdg Te Patiki, This wes the only positive informetion
received during the dey =nd =s the redio reception deteriorested-
towsrds evening the pnerties esteblished cemp, most of them

on or nesr the tcua, snd the redio link wes closed for the dey.

The exercige with the "injured®, sesrcher wes celled off leste-
on 3s2turdey efternoon snd & portion of perty two wes diverted
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to the Te Petiki sres first thing on Sundsy morning.
Subsequent informetion from perty one however indiceted thet
the missing men hed proceeded up the renge from the cesrcess
snd it wea not long before reports of footprints =nd other
signs begen coming in from parties working further north.

The redio with the perty =ent to Remutupo Hut hed proved
frulty 2nd it we's not until 10s.wm. on Sundey thet they vere
sble to =2dvise by wey of snother party's st thet the misecing
men hed in fect visited the hut., 4 log entry steted thet he
intended nroceeding to Cold Creek Hut vis the topsg,

The period between 92.m, =nd 1lo.m, was rether hectic, with

e lerge number of people millimg =round on the tops within ¢
reletively smell =res, To =dd to the problems perty one .
reported thet the evidence reported the previous dey =« heving
been found on trig 50 hsd in fect been on Armstrong Top. Then
there were the two groups of sesrchers who both cleimed to be
on Mererares but 25 neither perty could see the other sround
it wes spperent thet one weg 2t f~ult, Just which one we
could only guess,

As middey wes spproeching it wea necessery to stert the perties
moving out by verious routes, with inatructions to esch to
check vesrious likely spurs snd s=ddles to try to establish

juat where the mis~ing men hed 1left the tops. Further

evidence wees found down one of the gpurs but it wee thentoo
l2te in the dey to follow this up. In the letter steges three
perties were close to their guerry, without however heving

sny certein knowledge =g to his wheresbouts. All perties were
out by Ap.m. =nd the exercise tormineted.

CONCLUSIONS The missing msn hsd turned down = spur nesr
Cross Ridge, hsd dropped intos side creek, climbed over the
next spur and procesded down & creek to 2 vroint nesr w.here it
joined Gold Creeck, The search wrg unsuccessgfull in thet it
did not find the missing men but it did nonetheless provide
2 valusble exerciase for 211 concerned. Meny of thoses teoking
pert, easpecislly from orgenisstions other than the Club, had
not previously perticipsted in = triesl sesrch =2nd the exercise
weg of perticuler velue to such people, The s2rees gselected
for the sesrch proved to be too lerge #nd rough for the time
2veileble but one of major problems weg thet we could not

- locete the point a2t which the missing men hedleft the mein
divide, This would heve been esrsier hed the verious perties
been sble to meke grester progress on the <eturdsy but meny

- of the gpurs 2nd creeks were slow going.

were
The prectice in the use of redio wes valuable, slthough there/
frirly merked verietions in the efficiency of the sets.
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A number of lessons were learned from the trial on the organisational
side and we trust that several pitfalls will consequently be avoided
in future operations.

Personnel. The searchers were drawn from a far wider field than has
been the case in the past and co-overation was received from most
organisations likely to be involved in an actual search. Our thanks
are due to all who participated in the exercise.

CHB Shooters Assns
Durham, Castles, Konhleis, Hill, Barnes; Culshaw, Dick, Pedersen, Lee,
Shirley, Knight, Knight €.

Lands & Survey:
Duly, BEast.

Police: _ . ' .
Inspector Bell, Sgt. Patterson, Constables Hamilton-Jenkins, Newcomb.
St. Johnss

Mlllyn RaHo

Radio Emergency Corpss ‘ _

Carrell, lote, Wailen (field), Taylor, Meyer, Alexander, Donkin (ftcwn).

Napier Deerstalkers Clubs
Thomas., Cameron.

Scouts & Venturera:
Crowley, Millyn B., bitters, Johnson.

H.7.C. (and attached): "
ilaxwell, Reed; HcConuell B., King,; Thompson Dempster, Garnett, Bradley
Alan, Bradley C., Evaons, Thorp, kort, Daly, van Bavel, Thompson Douglas,
Taylor, Feigler, licColl, Wilshere; :icConnell M., Way, Brown, Hill,

Berry R., White.

Town Bases Elder (HIC)
Field Control: Berry A. (HTC)

~ 00—

STONEY CREEK - AHTHANAWAS
No. 768 ‘ March 27-28th.

A record may have set for 4 of us left Holts at about 10
past 6 to pick & further 4 up at Nopier. The weather looked lousy
but got better as we moved inland. We arrived at the point of
departure from the truck at 9 O'clock and it wasn't long before we
were off. -

A track followed the river, then out up a spur. However
where this met the bush we made our own. By this time it was over-
cast with rain and remained so for the rest of the day. We pushed
on keeping to the right as the country dog-legs all over the place.
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At 6.15pm we called a halt and camped for the night. Water was

scarce though next morning we found a stream further up.

Next morning we broke camp at 9.15 and pushed on. There
was a little doubt as to where the Waterhole was, marking the head
of the Stoney Creek catchment. This was in due course found but
the going was tough so, thinking "discretion is the better part of
valour", we dropped off the spur into the river. The going was quite
good and we arrived back at the truck at 6.15. For those who go
deer-stalking - there was plenty of sign.

Mo. in Partys 8 ' . Leaders: Dempster Thompson,
Alan Berry, Douglas Thompson, Grahem Griffiths, Harry Stewart,
Graham Thorp, Peter Lewis, Darrel Gibb.

-000~
LETTER FRON CHRISTINE

The following are cxtracts from a lotter received recentlys—

"I'm in Christchurch at last after a rather dubious trip
on the Ferry. ‘ :

It's a strange sensaticn not seeing one familiar face or
landmark but my board is excellent and everything has been so wonder-
ful I can't believe it's me. Therc is an Arts Festival on down here
so I've been trying to absorb a little culture as cheaply as possible.
The rest of the time I spend exploring the country by bike (push bike)
and climbing over the hills behind Lyttleton. The traffic constantly
terrifies me and it's only through the courtesy of a few Christchurch
drivers that I'm etill alive. o e e

I've been to some weird c¢rhibitions where sculptures have
been created out of beer cans weldcd together. Ilectronic music
gave an atmosphere. I feel as if Hawke's Bay is a long way away
but I often think of the H.T.C. FHnappy tramping and I'1l sce every-
one in lay."

-000~

TRAMPING OF VANCOQUVER ISLAND IS DIFFICULT

(Pam Hansen explains why she hasn't sent any contributions in to
"Pohokura" recently.)

"It's rather difficult to get off the highways here for when
the weather is appropriate, fire closure is on and one doesn't dare
to go two feet off the road allowance. In the fall, no one in their
right mind goes out because of the hunting season being in full
swing and then in winter - well, this past winter and last year, too,
peoplie couldn't even get to the ski grounds because of the amount of
snow. We seem tc confine our effort to rock and fossil hunting on
the beaches in the summertime."

~000=
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HOLIDAYING IN CHILE

_ (Te following are extracts from a letter written by George Lowe to
his familys-)

"We've just returned from = month in the South of Chile in
the lake district. We went more than 2,000 miles a2nd camped all the
timeoc oo

We took the school landrover and went south of Temuco to
Lake Villarica to 2 marvellous camp site on the lake. Virgin bush
all around, full of birds, and 2 supcrb view of the voleano Villarica
smoking on the other side of the lake. The farmer gave us fresh milk
.and we found him® wonderfully hospitable when we knocked and asked for
a site. Then we went by dusty bullock tracks (bullock wagons arc the
main transport) over to Lake Panguipulli and atayed there for five days.
The farmer there lent us his private beach and his rowing boat.
Glorious weather with warm nights when we slept out. We took 2 ride
in 2 timber barge up to the head of the lake to a delightful valley
where Sue and I want to return. We had no tent here and it rained
and we slept the night in sawdust in a timber shelter.....

Then on to Lake Rauco to perhaps the nicest place of all -
very wild and close to the Argentine Border. We drove then to Puerto
Montt..... Puerto liontt is the end of the road and railway and it's
the beginning of the fiords and canals which lead to the southern tip.
The port is Tull of little sailing boats trading from the islands and
from the distant farms. Launches bring in the pigs and sheep tied on
deck and -the cows stuck down in tiny holds. They swim the cattle
ashore and lassoo them before they run wild into the petrol station
on the water front. All wild and frontier-like. Sue and I like
Puerto Montt. We then drove back by other lakes and got here just in
time for my first governors' meetingeoecoos"

-000=-

NEWS OF KEN TUSTIN

Ken writes as followss~

"You may he interested to :mow that during the 'varsity
holidays (3% months) I was employed 2s a shooter in a Research Term
on thar in the he~dwatcrs of the Clyde River; Lowrencs River and
Rakaia River. We nlso had a look in.the Mathias River, S. Ashburton
River, Cameron River and a brief lcok over on the West Coast via the
Whitcombe Pass andé did a few climbs in the Arrowsmith Range.

Also last year I managed trips (shooting, mainly) into the
Waipakihi Valley (Kaimanawas), and to the Cobb Valley (W.W. Nelson),
as well 2s a few other smaller ones. so my life in the hills is
still an active ore.'"

Om
—-0oU0—~
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PRIVATE_TRIPS

WATKAMAKA HUT 27th December 196L

The recent club working party to Waikamaka 1nd10ated a return
visit with a new Hut Log Book (in a container - in this case a cake
"tin embellished with a suitable mountain scene), a refurbished axe,
a new handle for the pick and the return of a slasher brought out
in error. The Sundav after Christmas seemed a good day - and it
was,. 18 bods eventually left Holt's on a lovely morning. The
scent of mahce in blocm filled the lower reaches of the Wailpawa,
and the many flowering spikes on the spaniard buches above the
bushline and among the tussock near the hut were truly magnificent,.

Some more work was done on a new route up through the bush.
The stream is folloved on the left (true right) a bit higher than
the old takeoff, then crossed and up a steep tussock face, through
8 new leatherwood cut and then a sidle brings us back to the old
track near the stream crossing. We were at the hut in good time
for lunch. The return was via the new track leading ahove the
waterfalls in the head of the Waikamaka and a few snow poles were
put in. It was quite a relief when thunderclouds obscured the sun
end made the return from the saddle a bit cooler. The water in
the Walkamaka was tepid and the Waipawa only cool. Back at the
truck by 6 we were in Hastings soon after 8 p.m. The youngest
mem ber of the party (aged 8) was still fresh as a daisy after
skipping in to the hut and back, no trouble at all.
No. in party: 18 Leaders: Nency Tanner

Graeme, David and Noel Evans,; Fred, Dale, Ray and Christine
Prebble; Branda and David Butcher, Russell Berry, Peter Lewis,
John Felgler9 Dempster Thomoson, Helen Hill, Rona Budgett Barbara
Butler, Susan Reid,

MAXINO HUT 7th February 1965

We were told that the trip into Makino took five hours from
Cook's cottage and as we wanted a leisurely day we left Napier
on Saturday night to sleep in Jack Nicholas's hay barn. It was
a perfect night though rather chilly. The next morning the mist
came up several times from the river giving the sun the
appearsnce of a gleaming white disc, After the turn off we
were glad of shade @rom the bush as the sun, in contrast to the
previous trips, was®lazing down with fierce enthusiasm. Three
deerstalkers on the trock told us in morbid detail of the rugged
country to cross. Two hours from the turnoff we reached the hut
much to our amazement as the sign indicated that the trip should
take 3% hours and we had been travelling at a leisurely pace.
Also we had not yet struck the rugged country thoat had been
promised us. Several hours were spent at the hut sleeping, eat-
ing or just gazing at the scenery. The bush is really beautiful
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one of the nicest wallis we had been on. Going back was hotter

than ever so the stresm proved a wonderful way to, cool off. We
- stopped at Makahu stream for a rew then back to Népier st0ppihg
many times on the way.

Christine, Fred and Dale Prebble, Harry Stewart, Graeme Evans
Peter Fyfe.

TATKALAKA HUT 23rd-2L4th January 1966

-

Saturday morning dawned gloriously clear and in our
enthusiasm we were ten minutes early in collecting one Hastings
bod. By the time we started up the Waipawa the rain and the wind
had joined us. The l-tter was to bc our devoted companion for the
weekend. A brief stop at the forks had a rather chilling effect

S0 we were soon plodding on again. The wind and rain increased
with disgustingly heaslthy violence. We stopped below the saddle snd
decided to push on despite the weather. We had meant to visit

Waterfell Creek hut but once on the saddle and exposed to the full
force of a howling freczing gale we instinctively headed for
Waikamaka. We would have lost Dale but for Fred's restraining
hand when Dale's oversized parka inflated and he was almost last
seen heading for Napier by air. The track going up to the saddle
from Waikamaka is most satisfactory but going down one tends to
dutifully follow the trackcutters( dubious deviations - resulting
in leatherwood and a few unspoken thoughts. It was five frozen
dripping drips that drovpped into Wailkamaka that day to spend a
lazy afternoon and night in residence, Plenty of cold sir filled
the hut that night as the door blew open and no one thought to
close it.

Sunday morning the rain had stooped but the wind still
lingered., Walking straight out wmlc have been too depressing so
with "66" in mind we clambered up "67" only to find it too windy
to go any further. From there we went down to the saddle and
met two deerstalkers who were going over three Johns.

Lunch and a long sleep was enjoyed at the Forks as it was
indecently early to return from a trip. The weekend certainly
taught us to expect any conditions even in the middle of summer.
Christine, Fred and Dale Prebble, Graeme Evans, Harry Stewart

FORZSTRY TRID= ELLIS'S HUT

'Brd December 1964

Last year Kath and I with somc¢ forestry trainees doing
most of the work had run a line about 2 of a mile long into the
0ld mill workkings a little north of Ellis's Hut. It runs
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through one of the stands of yung rimu of which there are several
hundred acres. Palmerston, Wellington, Whakarewarewa and Napier
all have different ideas about managing it; one idea being to
replace rimu by radiata and this was a gathering of the clans to see
if some scheme for handling rimu could be worked out.

A fine day, car beyond the hut as far as the skids, a good
poke round but no conclusions.

N.L. E.
TAUHERENIXKAU RIVER December 5th/6th
(Tararuas) 1964

A river-crossing snd firelighting instructions trip by the
HoVeTo Ce provided a good excuse for spending a fine weekend in the
Tauherenikau valley. Unlike most of our instruction trips, some
Junior members did come along on this trip. Because of the amount
of thought put into their work by the leaders we all learned
something.

- A trip was to begin at 8p.m. on Friday but the carrier who
was to supply the truck decided not to turn up, so the schedulecd
trip had to be abandoned and private transport ran a shuttle service
to a nearer roadhead. Unfortunately those of the party who had
gone ahead did not know of this, and went to the Waiohine instead.
Makes one appreciate our old truck.

It wasn't an energetic weekend, but jolly good fun with that
crowd. We spent the night under the stars without the Tararua
weather playing any tricks. The river was not too cold. On our
return, one of the girls kindly invited the whole mob of us over
to her parents' place for tea v ich was most enjoyable.

P. Lewis,

FORESTRY TRIP
OPAWE - 6th April, 1965. '

A hurried trip to look over the goat proof plots in the”Southern
Ruahines before the noxious animals committee were helicoptered in the
following week.

Sunny and rather hazy, very pleasant.

What was a sort of low grassy slope under dead trees has become in:
four years = 6-foot thicket of Coprosmas and mountain cabbage-trees.
Though the effect of this is spoiled by the general growth outside, since
the goats were knocked back, Animals are about though. Six goats had
been shot here the day before and four stags were heard roaring.

NQLGED
-000=-
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ACCIDENT I:EPORTS v
(Quoted from F.M.C. Bulletin, July, 1964.)

Report on a non-fatal accident in the Waiohine Gorge.

A 16-yenr-old tramper trovelling on his own on Saturday,
Tth December, 1963, in a fairly remote part of the Tararua Ranges
fell down a 20 foot bank and suffered a double fracture of his leg.
After lying for several hours, he had the exceptionally good fortune
of being found by the dog of some forest service officers who were in
the area by chance threc weeks earlier than planned. They made him

comfortable and being equipped with a radio transmitter, were able to.

summon a helicopter which took the boy to hospital. The journey
lasted less than half an hour instead of about two days required for
a stretcher party. This was particularly fortunate as the weather
was deteriorating.

The accident underlines cnce again the foolishness of
travelling alone in remote areas, and only a chain of fortunate in-
cidents prevented much more serious consequences.

From the Search and Rescue angle it also demonstrates the
usefulness of helicopters in the evacuation of injured persons from
areas where ground access is difficult and time consuming.

Report on the deaths of Heather ilcElligott and Brian Lamb near
Harris Saddle,

During the Christmas vacation 1963/64 a trip over Harris
Saddle via the Routeburn track wee srganised for a group of 15
thirteen- to fourtecn~year-old children by two Roxburgh teachers.
Leaving Roxburgh 2t 5.30 a.m. on 18th December and travelling by car,
steamer and bus, the party reached Routeburn Lodge at about 2 p.m.
and then walked up the valley o0 thz huts where they spent the night.
Next morning they left 2t 7 a,m. in indifferent weather and during
the ascent to Harris Saddle strong, gusty wind with rain and sleet
was encountered. On ftop of the Sacdile it was snowing and everyone
was wet and shivering., After a short rest, the leader decided to
carry on as they would be travellirng "with the wind", and the party
continued over opur country for about 1% hours in deteriorating
weather. A number of children were showing serious signs of fatigue.
At a short but steep uphill section before the track finally descends
to the bush some had to leave their packs and Heather McElligott, who
appeared unconscious, was actually carried by one of the teachers who
also had to assist ~nother distressed girl. To do this he left kis
pack behind. Finally the teacher, unable to carry on, sat down with
the two girls. He heard a cry from further down the track (the
party was now sprcad out in an effort to get as many as possible
quickly into the shelter ~f hcKenzie Hut) and on investigating found
Brian Lamb very distressed and unable to speak coherently. The
teacher took a sleceping bag from the boy's pack a2nd put him into it
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and then returned to the girls. Heather was by now in a deep coma
and the other girl was deliriouSscccosccscos

Conclusions

After commending the tenchers for their devotion to the
children and to their outstanding efforts to keep the tragic toll to
a minimum, there still remains the duty to point, eut the mistakes
which led to the predicament. : -

Firstly the composition of the party was too vulnerable.
If children of this age are to be taken into such country there
should be an experienced and fit adult to approximately every three
children. This would also allow a distribution of loads which
leaves children with lighter packs than 27-301b. as carried on this
occasion, The success of a fine weather trip with fewer adults
does not invalidate this requiremecnt,

Secondly a tight schedule at the beginning of a trip
should be avoided. A heavy day on the second day of a trip, especi-
ally if combined with a long approach journey and a poor night's -
sleep, finds the strength of the party at its lowest ebb. That
this can be masked by excitement especially in the case of children,
should not deceive an experienced leader. : :

The next is probably a cardinal point and this is the in-~
crcdibly loose organisation, particularly as there were only two ex-
perienced people in the party. One would have expected the party to
move in prearranged orcder so that each person had at all times con-
tact with the persons in front and behind, and that one adult would
have led and one brought up the renr. The pace would be taken fron
the weakest members who normally travel fairly close to the leadcr,
and any breaking ~f the chain should be immediately relayed to the
leader who stops until the gap is closed. In this way no energy is
wasted by inexperiended members, no one wanders off the track, every-
one is under constant observation by others (important when fatigued
or distressed) and assistance and résources of the full party are
available in any emergencye.

Lastly a serious error of judgement was made in not return-
.. ing to Routeburn Hut when the wéather broke. Travelling downhill, the
shelter of the bush could have been reached in about an hour, and in
the worst case help was known to be available from the Routeburn
while both McKenzie and Howden Huts proved to be empty. Strong par-
ties in the Routeburn said that they would not have attempted the
crossing on that day and confidently expected the children and their
leaders to returneeccocoocsocs '

PREL | § T'o TUpHpp.
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FLOCD DAMAGE TO THE WAIKAMAKA HUT

(On Friday, March 26th, Mr Gilmour of the Forestry Department rang
Alan and told him that the Waikamaks was very high and that the Club
would Have to move "either the river or the hut." As a result the

day party planned for Sdnday switched to the Waikamaka. The following
is laury's reporte-)

Two vehicles left Hastings at 6.20am on Sunday 28th lMarch on
a fact finding mission; and; on visiting Lir. Vic. Brosnan, Forestry
Field Officer W-kararz, we learned our first fact.

1. We must lerve vehicles for a while at Triplex Creek 2s 2 20 foot
hole had been left by water action over the retaining logs =2nd although
it has been filled again it has not consolidated sufficiently for usc
br cars.

2. A largish slushy slip is down between Triplex Base and where we
normally leave the truck.

3. The riverbed at the ford is a shambles.

4. If you have a bike a2t home trke it with you next time you go
this way and it could be ridden all the way to the forks except
through the gut just bhelow Shut Eye Creek., The riverbed is all new
shingle and quite =2 bit higher than the old bed, very flat and no
defined channel.

5. The N. Waipawz has brought down a bed of shingle approx. 30ft
high of which 12 feet covers the cullers' fly camp. The door of the
safe that was at the cemp is now in the shingle below the gut.

6. The twe big rock faces on either side of the little bushy spur
the old track goes up are well scoured out. In fact, the one on the
northern side just above the bush, used to be about 9 feet below the
ridge is now a2t least a 60 foot precipice. Beware!!

7. The shingle slide over the saddle is no more (a2t present) and
the best route of descent is via the new cut track if you can find it.
Coming out from the hut go straight up the stream heading for the snow
pole at the top of the old shingle slide. The going is steepish in
places but there are plenty of small toeholds provided a little tare
is taken.

8. One or two new slips have appcared above the hut site but gene-
r~1ly the &tre-m btravelling is e~sier than before - not so much
Spaniard anyway.

1

9. The riverbank is now verticel and in line with the door of the
Dog Box and as the hut is 4 or 5 fect nearer the stream the need to
open the door no longer exists. You merely stoop down, go two or
three paces and straighten up.

Approximately 4' of floor has gone, the line being from the
corrulite in the woocshed to the outside edge of the fireplace.
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I don't think the hut is in immediate dangér of being washed nwoy,
but naturally it must be dismantled in the near future and eventually
re-sited and possibly altered to suit today's requirements.

Hut building (sorry, rebuilding) can be a lot of fun, and hard
work, t00, but honestly, a club that has never built a hut has missed
one of the best phases of life in the outdoors. There is a comradeship
and sense of achievement when, possibly, those not =z2s fast as higger
built fellows can show accomplishments in another field; although
one and all, fast and slow, still get enjoyment out of their chozen
sport - tramping.

When those woyrking parties show up don't be bashful. There
will be plenty of work for all and more besides. Well, that's that,
folks. See yog on the track to Waikamaka.
No. in Partys 8

Tui Hfaxwell, Noel Evaﬁsg Nancy Tarner, Annette Tremewan, Joy Park,
Groeme lMicColl, Helen Hill.

M, Taylor

-000=~

TdlE STORY OF THE WAIKAMAKA HUT

April, 1965.

Janet has asked me to rehe~rse the history of the hut for
this number of "Fohokura'". (Enthusiastic historically-minded types
might like to refer tc Pohokura No.29, p.1T7s and also the working
party summaries in %0.20, p.45 No.21, p.10s No.23, p.9.)

The H.T.C. started in 1935, the Internal Affairs deer-cullers
came up from the south in 1937 and we were in cahoots with them over
tracks and maps. We also shared an interest in huts. Apart from the
H.T.C. Kaweka Hut (1936) a few derelict Rabbit Board or musterers'
huts (Iron Whare, No lian's, Shut Eye, Pohangina Saddle) were the only
ones of much use to them.

As Saturday was still a $-day for many club members our
pelicy aimed at siting huts as far in as could be reached in an
afternoon's travel to open up as much country as possible. (The
hissers were finding that the popular Kaweka Hut had become a stop-
ping place and resting place for far too many bodss - hence, inciden-
tally, the Studholme Saddle Bivvy.)

The Central Ruahines looked pretty interesting country,
K., M.E. had sighted the tussock triangle at Waikemaka Forks from
3 Johns as e=2rly as 1933, a Wellington party had visited Weka Flat
(Upper Kawhatau) in 1935 and an Internal Affairs reconnaissance,
mistaking the Waikamaka for a head »f the Waipawa had come out at
Hunterville.

By January 1939 things were hotting up. Internal Affairs
were suggesting 2 hut at Weka Flat on a 50-50 basis and an H.T.C.
reconnaissance had visited the Waikamaka Forks. This was as far in
as we could operate zs a club, so in spite of the attractions of the
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Kawhatau we compromised on the Waikamaka site.

A decision wns made in April and three parties went in thet
month prospecting routes over the Waipawa Saddle and over to the
.Kawhatau. In M~y the site was pegged out and levelled =né an ingen-
_ious tgatched bivvy put up which remained weatherproof for over three
winters.,

Meantime Chas. Higgs had designed the hut and the framing was
cut and numbered on our lawn at Havelock North. As everything had to
be carried from the roadhead over the Ruahine divide everything had
to be as light and =s compact as possible.

Carrying started in June ~nd continued until the end of July,
dumps being made up the Waipawa at about half-hourly intervals and the
bottom plates ancd most urgent parts of the framing being sorted ~ut
and taken forward. This proved unfortunate as an exceptional sncwfall
buried fthis specinlly selected dump for two months during which there
was an unbroken snow-field from the Waipawa shingle right over and
down to the Forks. It wns then that Clem Smith went astray in fog and
snow and the "Morris dwang" was later recovered from near Peg 67, a
thousand feet above the Saddle. The working party camped at the hut
site in four feet of snow at the beginning of September had the un-
forgettable experience of returnirg to the saddle, watching the day
party labouring up the snow slope 2nd being hailed "We are at war
with Germany". No more work on that trip.

The first effect of the w~r was that the erection of the hut
as well as carrying fell on the H.T.C. and this w2s pressed on with
mainly by private parties while manpower was still aveilable. A New
Ye~r party made the hut habitable and throughout the war it was used
by a surprising variety of parties, one of these even including =2
few U.S. lrrines.

Some time Juring the war Forestry heard about the hut. Our
secretary received a map (inaccurnte and on a fantastic scale) with
a. curt note requesting him to mark the position of the hut and
please explain. ¥hen he replied that we'd acted in good faith on
the authority of the Internal Affairs Department the fat was properly
in the fire. This had its funny side but involved us in a variety of
commitments, some of them impracticable. We could not for example
limit the use of the hut strictly to club members and departmental
officials while on duty. In fact the variety of users shows up all
through the log entries. :

The temporary piles put ir hastily after the cement had seil
solid while waiting at the road hezd, lasted better than we could
have hopeds however the back piles and bottom plate were renewed by
Wally Romanes' party who simply rocked the hut over by brute strength
to allow the new creosoted piles tc be slipped under.

Excessive compactness and suoke have been Walkamaka features.
Vo one has yet tamed the smokegy but an annex along the back wall of
the hut has given valued space for firewood and packs and made the
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floor of the hut considerably drier. The Forest Service has also
put up its own storehouse after a move to put up its own cupboards
inside the hut had foritunately been checked.

With the recent improvements in standards of hut accommodsn-
tion some attempts had to be made to bring the Waikamaka into line,
with a sheet of perspex in the roof and the inside whitewashed.

Mention should be made of the club's obligation to the
Forest Service for their readiness to fly in materials for renova-
tidns and extensions in the course of servicing their own huts in
) ines. .
he Ruah W.L.E.
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VISITORS TO THE WAIKAWAKA HUT
(Compiled from the Log Books)

19403 Twelve parties visited the hyt in the course of the year.
nine of these were from H.T.C. mostly working parties, one
KoT.C. ditto, one A.T.C. 2nd at the end of the year a pair
of Government cullers, a total of 84. :

1941 Eleven parties, only four from H.T.C., one M.T.C., besides
some combined with one of the H.T.C. parties, and one X.T.C.
Private shooters began to use the hut. Total 48.

19423 Four parties, two of them H.T.C. It is now noticeable that
’ the club parties are mostly girls - but what girls! Total léo

1943: Fourteen parties this year, two of them Guicdes Platoons, on»
a shooting party contazining U.S. m-rines {anote adds that"3 out of 7
made the grade"). Two of th. parties were H.T.C., one K.T.C.

: Total 61,

19443 Seven parties, two of them H.T.C., one X.T.C., onec Heretaunga
Rovers, also a botanical party (H.T.C.-T.T.C). Total 23.

19453 Nine parties, four H.T.C. ; one Rovers, Through parties now
conspicuous, one from Oroun one from uangaohane. Cullers
reappear. Total 52.

1946 Eighteen parties with a varied representation of tramping

clubs. Three H.T.C. parties, one combined with the Waipuku-
rau Social Club, a Waipuk S.C. party, two T.T.C. parties,
also a V.U.C.T.C. party showing Wellington interest, and a
Massey Cnllege T.C. entry. Total 126,

[
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Seventeen parties, two H.T.C., one T.T7.C., on¢ Wednesday
Social Club (Wiaipuk.), ~nd a Tamaki T.C. party. Total 91,

1948: Eighteen parties, one a combined H.T.C., ¥.T.Co, R.T.C.
party crossing for the Colonso memorial dedication at Mokai,
alsoc six H.T.C. parties and one C.U.C.T.C. party. One of
these was o reconnaissance party in connection with the
Howletts Scarch, and the last party had a strenuous time
helping to carry out a collapsed deerstalker who had been
lost two days on Rangi-o-te-Atua. Total 73.

1
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Only six parties were in. this year, one of them H.T.C.,
another Tongue and Ment from Wellington. Total 30.

19503 Twelve perties, HoT.C., T.T.C., Tamaki T.C. and Rangiwahina

|

S.0. one ach. _ ' Total 60.
1951 Fifteen parties, two H.T.C.; one Tamaki T.C. Total 57.

1952: No less than twenty parties, eight of them H.T.C., one
Tamaki T.0. =nd one Waipuk. Senior Scouts. Total 87.

1953: Seventeen parties, mostly Government cullers. ‘Qne H.T.C.
party and one Tamaki T.C., one Auckland party and a
H.V.T.C. party. Total 53.

1054 ¢ Seventeen narties; six of them H.T.C. ~nd cne M.T.C.
Total 75.

1955:  Up to the end of t%s book (13th May) twelvc parties had
been in, two of them H.T.C. Interim Total 52.

The grand total of nemes in the log book was then 997 and with
the Queen's Birthday working party now exceeds 1,000. :

N.L.E.

~
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¥,1.Co. BASIC MOUNTAIN CRAFT COURSE
(RUAPEHU) November, 1964,

Late of = Friday night four fortunate boys stoocd a2t the top
of Bruce Road wondering which was the way to tre Hutt Valley hut. This
wag soon located although it was hrrd to believe it was a hut and not
a hotel. It had =n electric stove, heaters, and even hot and cold
water. ‘

At 6,30 on Saturday morning we were awakened and given a cup
of tea by four H.V.T.C. girls who ¢id all of the excellent coocking
during the course. Iame tags and gear were then issued before we
went up to the Tararua hut where L.D. "Bill" Bridge explained the aim
of the course. An F.M.C. instruct-r was to give =n explanation, fol-
lowed by a demonsiration of a certain point. After that the course
members were to s»lit up into pairs and go with an instructor and
practise the point until it had boeca learned correctly... In this man-
ner it was hoped tc give inexperienced climbers like ourselves the
basic knowledge ir snowcraft, icecraft, and rock climbing.

We went up the mountain, ¢n the second chair 1ift, for the
first of our snowcraft instruction, which included balance, rhythm,
step kicking, position of axe, step cutting, arresting falls and
glissading. After ~ very cold lunch in mist and rain we headed down
to Broken Leg Valley where conditions were more pleasant for the
instruction of rope belays. Later in the day, at the hut, further
demonstrations were given in glacicr travel, crevasse extraction,
survival techniques and rock climbing holds. After the evening meal
a discussion on gear was held in the Tararua hut.

©
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Early next morning we were fortunate to find very hard snow
for the icecraft scction of the course. In the afternocon we found
out just how hard it was to climb rock under severe cold and windy
conditions.

This mountaincraft course was extremely well run and I feel
we were very fortunate indeed to hzve been sent by the club.

R.B.
Party: John Feigler, Graham Griffiths, Noel Evans, Russell Berry.

~000=-
SOCT AL NEWS
Birthss To Jacklie and Roy Pencock - a daughter.
To Owen and Janet Brown - a daughter.
Engagements Heather McKay to "Chick" Hill.
Marriage: Graeme lare to Helen Williams.

Bereavements Our sympathy to Jim Price on the death of his father:
and tn Tony Daly on the death of his mother.

Departurcs: Rona Budgett to Wellington. s
Norric Johnson to Christchurch,.

Moves: Tony Corbin to Greymouth.
Christine Prebble to Christchurch.

Return: = Madge and Bertie MeConnell.
Appearances Hal Christian turned up in the holidays. Alan and Kath
put on an evening for him which we all enjoyed very nuch.

NEW MELBERS

We welcome the following t: the clubs-

Tui Maxwell, Brenda Butcher, David Butcher (Jr.), Fred Prebble,
Tony Daly (Jr.).

~-000=

RFPORT ON GIBSON ALERT 4-5 APRIL 1965.

PoMe Sunday 4th April

8.30 Phone c¢all from Mr. N.W. Erde, first assistant at the Hastings
: . Boys' High School advising that Donald Gibson, a student at
the school. had not returncd with a day party which had been
into the Big Hill Stream area. Requested advice as to steps
that should be taken.

After discussing the matter with returning members of the
party it was suggested to Mr. Eade that he advise Police.
Preliminnry consideration wes then given to the action re-
quired., From discussions with other members of the party,
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including the person who hnd last spoken to the missing boy,
the following picture emerged:

A party of:approximwtely 42 (High School staff 3, parent 1,
boys approz. 33, Heretaungs Tramping Club adult members 5)

"had made o day trip into the Dead Dog Hut by way of Herricks

Hut and sidling track which drops into Big Hill Stream some
way above Herricks and then up the stream to the hut. After
lunching at Dead Dog Hut the party had returned downstream,
the first group, all school bhoys, continuing down the stream
instead of coming out by wny of the overland rcute. There
appears to hove been some conflict of instructions as to the
route to be ndopted. The party of boys eventually came to a
shert gorge through which the stream passed but Gibson, the
last member of the party. refused to tackle this stretch.
The streom was up a little and discoloured, flowing swiftly.
He indicatsdl he would make contact with the remainder of the
party which he presumed to be following and wos accordingly
left at the hend of the gorge.

Some further nembers of the party had frllowed the boys down-
stream o little way from the track take-off but had subsequent-
1y climbed -ut when the going became rough. Most of the party
came out by way of the track.

Upon arrival a2t the roadhead it wss noted that Gibson was mis-
sing and 14 persons stayed behind, several remaining at ro=d-

head and the others moving back to Herricks Hut in an endeav-—

our to make such reconnaissance as was possible before night-

fall.

Hastings Police rang and indicated that they would be sending
a party out in the morning and had =lso alerted dog teams.

Contacted Jack Carrell (R.E.C.) who made arrangements with
Wellington for 6 TRP1's to be despatched by first available
transport.

Contacted Hnastings Police again and was advised that the mat-
ter was in thce hands of Inspoctor Bell. Thereupon spoke to
Mr. Bell ond it was arrangecd that Constable Coote and self
should proceed to reachead by dawn to appraise the situntion.

Monday 5th April’

Hastings Police Station.

Big Hill Stntion, where met farmer and given 1ift by Land-
rover to roachead, the road by now being impassable to nor-
mal vehicles 2nd 30 minutes valk from the farm house.

Arrived rondhend at Broom Stream confluence. No word re-—
ceived from vprrties remaining overnight in Herricks area.

Message from Constable Cootc to police advising arrival.

Runner from Herricks with advice that available personnel,
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including Forest Service hunter, had formed into five parties
for reconnaissance of area at first light, to report back to
hut by soon =fter 10 a.m. Proceeded back to Big Hill Station.

ao'me .

9.10 Message to Police re current situation. Requested them to
contact Forcstry to .see if they could raisec Herricks on Forest-
ry set ~t hut. Lrnds & Survey regquested to provide maps and
nlso dropore to produce aerials, .

9,20 _ TRP1's and =also roadhead mobiles arrived,

i

10.05 Enquiry tc¢ Police re boot pattern.

10.20 Advice from Hnstings Police of unconfirmed message that boy
found. '

11.00 Runner from Herricks confirmed that Gibson located and well.
11.05 This information passed to Hastings Police.

12,00 All parties arrived at roadhead.

12.30 Close down.

The boy Gibson had decided to climb out of the stream but
had been turned back by the steepness of the country. He appears
to have given his position some thought as he concluded that he
would be best acvised to return to = place that he knew, Dead Dog
Hut., He accordingly retraced his steps upstream and spent the
night in the hut.

A party met him the next morning as he was making his way
down stream from the hut in an endoavour to pick up the point where
the overland track took off.-

Personnel

HeConnell, Lewis, Mort, Bradley A., Bradley C., Hill, Ham-
ilton, Garnett, Evans, Hodwen, Atkins, King, Tremewan, Tanner, Chai-
wick, Berry; (all lieretaunga Tramping Club and/or H.B.H.S.); Con-
stable Coote, Constable Chant (Police); Carrell, Warshall (A.R.E.C.)s

” a
plus two N.Z.F.S. A.V. Berry

All active trampers - please show this to your parents!

~oQo-
XXXXXXXXX ITXXXXXXXXX
X ' OVERDUE TPAMPERS X
§ IF a club party at any time becomes overdue, would parents ;
< or members plesse first contact one of the followings- X
X Norman Elcdcer 'phone 77-924 X
X Alan Berry " T7~-223 X
X irs., Janct Lloyd " 87-666 X
X X
X X
X X
X X

4
FXXXXXXZXXXXXXXAXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX
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May 8~9

May 23

June 5-
Queens
Bliay

June 20th

July 3~
July 18

July 31
Aug.l

Aug. 15th

AugaQB—

Sept. 12th Blowhard Trig - The Liznrd - Pene

N.B.

Frress

Trip.

T

4
th

29

30.

FPIXTURE LIST

Leader Fare

Golden Crown - 3 Fingers - Bobs Spur. N.Rushines R. Berry 9/»
Waikamnka '
May 15-16 Ruapehu National Park

Wakararas via Wakarara St-tion

Waikamake

Te Waka via Potters Rond

Waikamrla

Pohangina Saddle

Woiknmala

Bleock Birch Range Trig G

Howletts - Saw Tooth

Weeken? trirs have been put
Hut,

Denerding on progrees made,

stituted ~g required. v
Reduciblc (except Ruapehu) by 2/- for seniors, half-fares for
juniors by 1/—, if paid ~t the meeting befcre or on the *rip.
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