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CLUB__TRIPS

No. 732. ‘THE ROGUE - UPPER TUTAEKURT ~  Dec. 7- 8th.

We thought we would do a bit of exploring on this trip,
just for az.change. The idea was to try.to travel up the
Tuteekuri to Castle Cemp, and then out vis Kiwi, but I'm afraid
things don't alweys work out as plenned on tremping trips.

Fourteen of us left the truck 2t the Pine.Tree at 8.L40 em
and nesched the Tutsekuri 2t 10.15sm. From here the going at
first up the river was very essy, but it beceme progressively
worse, until we were stopped by a deep pool and a waterfall,
An sttempt wes mede to climb eround = rock w2ll begide the pool
but this ended up only by proving that it is possible to swim
with | pack on.

Eventuslly, with the =2id of » rope on several occssgions,
we climbed out on to a spur which ren up to the Rogue. By
2.45 we were clear of the menuks, =nd = belated lunch was
enjoyed by 211, Kaisrshi was reached at 6.20 pm., in thick
mist.| The turn off to Cestle Camp was not clear, so with
sppropching darkness, we headed for Studholme's hut, which we
reached 2t 7.L40,

Yhen dawn -srrived, one member of the pasrty wes under the
weather, so we took the shortest route out. We even-msnaged
to get awey half an hour before our planned .lesving time of

2 oam.| Quite a fegt!

At 1llem, we-stopped for . a long lunch =t Kaweka hut. The
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truck wes resched =¥ 33079M." ~0On the way hom=, we stopped =t
the Blowherd Bush, snd had e look =t the fine progregs the
Forest #nd Bird society vwere making on their new hut, After
spending = very pleessant hour here, = heppy #nd well perty
headed for home,

No. in Perty: 14. Leader: RussellfBerfy.
Maureen Miers, Keth Rerry, Christine Prebble, he=ther McKey,
Berbers Butler, Greeme Evens, T2vid ®Evens, Peter Lewis, Tony
Corbin, Norrie,Johnson, Derek White, Dick Howell, Alen Culver,

=000~

No. 733. OHITI PICNIC. . - .-Dec. o2nd.

Evgn though the trip officislly sterted 2t the late hour
of 8 o'clock we ‘hed the ususl hold-ups =nd found ourselves
lesving about h=kf =n hour 1l=te for the Ngeruroro.

we c¢limb~d the hill up to the o0ld Ohiti Ps, then crossed
to the greveyerd where-ws found many stones hed been knocked
over, The spring did not give us » very good reception =s there
wes 2 desd cow nearby. On returning to the cars we found three
srcheologists prectising their trede,

Jeversl family perties turned up in tlme for lunch.

After » ghort siests some took to liloing while ethers preferred = -

prectising rope work, Tent pitching gave good prectice to =2
f~w of the newer members.

, Soon sfter we hsd soms river. CPOqglng practice, This
soon proved to us the 0ld rule of gsefeyy in numbers b cruae
meny sololsts found the current too strong.

4 amell sneck end rest soon ended o l=zy day'which Viag
enjoyed by =211 pertekers, :

No. in Party: 109. _ Lesdere Msury Taylor.

Perter Lewls, Derek %hite, Dick Howell, Alsn Rerry, Noel Evens,
Alen Culver, Keith Gerrstt, Berbsre Teylor + L4, Nency Tenner,
Annette Tremewsn, Kesth Berry, Heather McKeoy, Pm Lewis,
Annes Gerrstt, :

-000~-



No. 734. NORTHERN KAWHKAS -~ NEW YEAR
Jen, lst to 5th 196&

As Meury had offered to drive us out we . took the
opportunity to explore even more country by going in from
Pekeututu Stetion, north of the Moheska. 'On New Yeer's dsy Mrs.
Lewis regeled the ten troampers =nd their cheuffeur with tes =2nd
scones =t Puketitiri. Then the truck took us on to our stearting
point 2t the bush edge on the 0ld Loch Inver treck., After =
digression on the logging ros=d, we were awsay in the right
direstion on the rather overgrown treck. ®ventueslly we srrived
2t the mossy entlers nailed to = toters tree - our sign=al to
lesve the treck snd strike west, then 3V for the Mohske opposite
the Mangetsinoks, Bugh country doeg not meke for esgy n9V1g9tlon,
but we struck it lucky =nd cesught = glimpse of the river well -
below us from sn open bluff. By 6pm, six hours from the truck,
heevy pecks end very steep descent madﬂ for weary, wobbly knDEq'
and we cemped in = plemseant gheltered bush besin beside o
stresmlet, Strong NW gusts in the treetops didn't resch ground
level, @eaw 2 gteg 2nd hind five minutes from truck end - group
of 2t lergt four hinds on. the wey down to.the river,

- Thursdey morning brought: showers, but we were able to:"
pack up dry. Ten minutes took us down to the Mohsks River -.but
were we above or below the Msngetsinoka? Fishing snd nesting
lerge bleck and white-thror~ted shags were disturbed ss we mede
cests up end down. - Downstresm secmed the more likely. A
friendly robin in the bush =2nd = large trout in a river bsck- .-
water =24ded interest. Legss then half a mile down we made our
only crossing of the Mohska (wet shorts but fortunstely not »
very swift current, boulders slippery), and s2lmost =t once were
in the Mengetesinoks River, ' Three lerge trout in = pool m=de our
mouths weter, At 10.45 in ste=sdy rein we ste off up the '
MPngPtPankF, » very nice river - must be lovely on o sunny dey -
snd good going. Lunched from 12 to 1 during 2 1lull in rein with
some sunshine, while the stresm rose sbout 2 inchss.,: Put up . = '
blus duck ~nd sew meny shegs flying up snd down at treetop level,
21lmost immedistely on resuming our journey we met the gorg@ - o
nerrow, rockgided with meny smell fells =2nd ceterscts, 91dled
comfortsbly on the steep bush fece on the true right benk,

Ceme mcross 2 gmell treeful of 5 helf-grown shegs with =2 tenented
nest opposite =longside a2 wsterfs1ll, 3several =dult birds also
flew out, The first sizeable stresm csme in soon =fter on the
true right - gorgy 1tgelf - 2nd then we were at the top end of
the gorge - perheps % to 3 mile long. The going remsined

- pleesgent theresfter,

It wes 7. M59m before anyone stlrred on Ssturdsy. Anyway,
it mns to be = short desy - Route Guide seys 6 hours to Besllerd
Hut. Ususl NWester with scudding clouds when we get out =t 10. 30.
Sotthwerds towsards Venison Top brought the inevitsble bush knobs
and » low gsddle with = steep pull up. Only very old.nigks here
#snd there on treeg. Discs 2t bush edges but msinly hidden by
brenches. 3Sherp swing to E on Venison Top pletesy =nd down ' a
steep bush ridge. Then we vwere left floundering flor whet seemed-
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intermineble sges in festureless, flettish bush, littered with
derdf=11s 2nd scretchy shrubbery (mercifully no lewyer or leath-
wood), Very, very occesions1lly we ceme scross sn old bleze =nd
2 discs not fer from either end, - Qur two willing #nd =ble route
finders led us sefely through this wilderness 2nd =t lest we
emerged onto the Kesuwekes proper sbout » mile sW of Ballard Hut.
Extensive views =2gein beceme ours, =nd we looked with di-teste
beck over our route to Ahurus 2nd on to Te Puku. By 7 we were
211 ot Bellerd s=nd hed = feesgt esppropriste to the '1l=st night.

~Sunday wes even windier then before, =nd we left the hut
(not mouseless) =t 82m. On the tops nesr Trig E the wind hed
become 2 nuisance snd we donned perkes =nd longs ond gloves, It
wWeg clear to the fast with prssing showers westwerds. A dresry
slog south slong the tops. Continuslly being blown off belence
wea rether digconcerting, By the time we resched N,Keuweksa either
we were gomewhat sheltered or the wind h=d =beted o bit., A
leisurely trip sew the resrguerd 2t Mekehu Hut »t lpm for lunck.
Lesving soon after 2pm we followed the snow poled =nd digced tr=ck
ocross Little's Cleering ond down the new bush treck. 4 bit of
~ascrub beshing #nd then over the leuis' psoddocks beck to the truck
by 6pm., The Berrys snd Teylors hed mede = picnic dey of it to
Gorge Atr-sm =nd Bell's Cleering. Mrs. Lewis geve us = wonfierful
repsst of soup, scones, =nd j~m e#nd ceke ond tees; our most grates-
ful thenkg to her for 211 the hospitelity on this #nd previous
trips. By 7pm we were off in the truck on our dusty wey home-
werds, dropping bods in Nespier 2nd =t verious points in Hestings,
resching Hovclock North =t 9. BOpm.

I feel the New Yesr hes sterted well for the club with thlq
guccegsful 5 dey trip into new country for =11 concerned Clet's
hope the ysey continuegs this wey, : g

No. in Party: 10, Le=der; Nency Tenner.

Helen Hill, Tui Mexwell, Christine Prebble, Peter Lewis,
Jim Price, Greeme H®vens, Colin Hope, Dempster Thompson,

Devid Bvens.
~oOo-

No. 735, , TE A,VANGh Jen, ~19th,

As the dey dsuned selubrious, ‘both for picking sweetcorn
snd gelliventing =round besches, five determined souls left for
Hevelock in the truck snd were lster joined by another heppy
throng. 4n esrly frost h=d somewhst hindered = prolific growth
snd meny eress were rether dissppointing. The crop wee duly
picked, pecked =nd deliv:=red to Phil =t spprox. 1ll=sm. The
number of bods increosed ~s the dey progressed , =nd =t Te. AWPngA
s totel of 20 were sested =t lunch time (drooling in snticipstion)
to participete cnthuqlnqtlcnlly in the orgy of sweetcorn
_ mﬂgtlcstlon,
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As = brisk breeze didn't inspire besch fires, the corn wes
cooked at Meury's. gunbﬁthlng snd swimming before lunch was
populsr, although clouds in the asfternoon geve en 1nv1gor9t1ng
chill to musdgel geeking expeditions,

4 long leisurely =fternoon tea was enjoyed‘behind sheiter
provided by the trensport. Hestings wesg sighted =2bout 5,30, |

No. 1in %orking Perty: 11. Tots1l No. ot Lunchtime: 20;-
Ruscell, Alen & Keth Rerry, Nency Tanner, Christine Prebble,:
Jenet Lloyd, Norm Flder, Hesther McKey, Tony Corbin, Peter
Lewis, Josn Newey (11), Jim %“ilshere + 3, Barbars Teylor + 2,
Annette Tremevien. ’
Leader: Christine Predbble,
~0Q0~-

No. 736. TE KQOOTI'S LOOKOUT X - Feb, 1gt-2nd

A fine dey and a ressonsble stert from Holt'g saw us ~
motoring towesrds Tutira =nd over a gsteep and winding roesd for =
pleagent weekend at Te Kooti's Lookout by the Mohsks River, .
After 2 gstop =t two houses to check on permission snd to chet to
s fearmer and his wife at the end of the rosd, we eventuslly
reached the Moheks Riverin s hot and grimy condition. - The -
river weg crossed snd recrossed by verious mesns, vig: nglng,-
horséback and eseprisl cegewsy. By then lunchtime wes -gending -
pengs of hunger into our stomechs, so swimming =nd. fessting .
Were the order of the dey. Dregging ourselves away =fter lunch,
we followed = good treck which took-us sbove the river .under :
Te Kooti's lookout. 4t the lest weter-hole, we collected ‘sbout -
3 gpllonq of wester 2nd drenk enough to 1nst us for thF erkend
(or so we thought!) : ;

Wwe gstaggered up the ridge in verious stages, ariving at
the lookout =bout 5.00pm. ' Camp wes st up on the summit, =nd
We set about meking the stew w1th the minimum smount of WQter-
POssible. It WPqn’t s guccess. Perhaps the 'sun hed ‘had its
effect on everyone's scelp, as the pasrty wes not in Al condition
thet evening. Consequently most of the ‘stew went over the cllffq
to feed the mountain goats. R

Our exploration of the lookout found that the point is
ringed by cliffs, the only wey up or down being the ridge we
had sgscended. The only remains of Meori occupation were 2
rgther old pﬁllede poles 1y1ng in the trees., -

e ‘tried to get some shuteye, but wh@ther it Wﬁg beCﬂqu we
~were on o0ld Meori stemping ground, or bscesuse of some insect
thet keépt resping its legs s2geinst its hide, or beceuse of




" | |
animels th?t kept chﬂrging through our camp, T wouldn't cell it
a regtful night,

Tie woke up to a grey misty dswn, but felt betterAthan’the‘
previous evening, but rather thirsty. So after breskferst, we
packed up #nd cherged down the ridge to the first aveilable .
water. Our thirst quenched, we ambled beck to the river to
lunch. After = lengthy stop to chet to the farmer s2nd hig wife
we wound.our way homewsrd, Not what one would call a ver§y ener-
getic trip, but enjoyed by =211.

No. in Party: 10, o Leader: A, Corbin.

Peter Lewis, Peter Linnell, Colin Hope, Noel Evans, Alesn Culver,
Dale Prebble, 4Annette Tremeuwsn, Heather McKey, Christine Prebble,

-OOOf

No, 737. o LILO TRIP, NGARURORO RIVER " Feb. 16th

Twenty-three gesme- for-qnythlng bods set SPll from
Hestings =2t Jsshh!) nesrly 8.,00am. The official stert was 7.00
from Holt's, but s slight delay occurred through failure to ~ ‘
arrenge for someone to bring the truck from Havelock. Oh well,
bleme it on the lesder. : : -

Arrived st the turnteble nesr Kuripspsngo sbout 10.15°
=nd streggled off upstresm curiously garbed in 2 motley
collection of swimsuits and most untramperlike footgesr ranging -
from jendels to gulboots (well, almost). The weather was fime
and werm, but with & hint of rsinclouds gesthering. The river
was not running high, but there was sufficient weter to provide
some interesting rspids. 4 move to lunch 2t Cameron Hut wss not
greeted with enthusiesm, and we stopped at 12.15 on = pleasant .
sendy benk, In no time 2t =211 Lilos were inflasted.snd bods
sprawled out for = pre-, during-, snd post-lunch siesgta,
reminiscent of sn esstern banquet,

After lunch the more energetically ineclined pushed on to
find the Cameron Hut which wes resched after barely fifteen
minutes walking =t 1.45pm. The hut is =2 well-found Rushine
atyle aix bunker 2nd igs set 2bout = hundred ys=rds back on the .
right benk (looking upstresm). The locetion can be recognised
by some steep eroded bluffs on the opposlte bpnk Returned to
join the others =nd the fun begen, '

Lying flet on .the 1lilo is the only wery for most of us,
though some ssy thet sitting sstride is the thing. At nose
level, the ministure repids look like Niag=srs Fells, =nd 2
horrific impression of gspeed is sttained. It wasn't long before
riders perted compesny with 1lilo, or got stuck jsmmed crossvige
ageingt rocks. 9Some Wwho survived by clutching 1ilos with feet
a-derngle reported sbsolutely no bottom in the eddying whirlpools
=t the bends.
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Mesntime Hughie, who h=2d been seving it up for just such
#/n occeasion, let rip with » thunderstorm. This mede 1little
difference to the prevailing stete of wetness, bud wes resented
g = gort of 'st tu Brute' steb in the back. It wes still
reining when we 1eft the r~iver, eond the lest 1sp virg done with
1lilo on heed in lieu of =n umbrells, =nd conditions while
changing were not gquite Ritz-Carlton.

The rein petered out on the wey home, =nd streets were
dry when Hestings was reasched shortly before 8,00pm,

No. of Veb-footed perticipsnts: 23, Leader: Jim %ilshere.

Allen Bredley, Colin Hope, Dempster Thompson, Richesrd Howell,
Ross Culver, Bruce Culver, Brends Butcher, Desvid Butcher, Jim
Gless, Hesther McKay, Msureen Miers, Bill Morison, Rons Budgett,
Pem Lewils, John Hesley, Christine Prebble, Nency Tenner, Noel
Fveng, Peter Lewls, Annette Tremewsn, Greeme KEvens, Tony Coxbim,

-0Q0=~

No. 738, | TUKITUKI _TRIP Feb, 29 - Merch lst

The party wes = composite one made up of 5 H.T,C. members .
2nd 5 scouts, including two scout-messters., The total number,
13, must hsve been =2n omen. At the ls2et minute the lerders of
~ach of the two groups wes unsble to come, BRBut we left Holt's
in good spirits even if = 1ittle lete. o

Arriving =t ¥ill Ferm 2t Q92m both groups combined -nd we
followed. the Moorcock upstre=m = short distence before climbing
up the ridge gepereoting it from the mein river., Ve reached the
top 2t 12,30 =nd mede our wey through dens~ bush down to the )
Tukituki River, Rein set in =s we resched the Vﬂllﬂy bed =nd
we were gled to reach Dgphn“ Hut =bout 3pm,

The WGsth@ caused us to stey the night in the hut,
Strengely enough, though there =re only L bunks there were only
5 sleeping on the floor.

The rein epsed the following morning =nd the H T C, bods
explored the Tukituki upstresm from the hut - very gorgy,
bouldery snd weterfally - while the others msde o leisurely trip
downstresm, Too fer downstresm =g it heppened, since they by-
peased the Moorcock snd trudg@d for = further two hours before

rerlising their misteke, Uhe "reupon they went overlend. The
scouts, sged 11 to 13 did megnificently but were very pleessed to
gee clvilisetion - even if it weag the wrong road. W%With the

willing help .0of = locel fermer the truck was retrieved from Mill
Ferm where the regt of the party hed been weiting for 2bout four
hours, Back to Mr., Aldridege's form where = cup of tee d4id much
to help us on our r=ther 1ste journey beck to Hastings, -
arrivel time 1lpm ! :

No, in Party: 13. Lesder: Owen Brown
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Hesther licKey, Peter Lewig, Peter Llnnell Dempster Thompqon,~
Ouen Brown; plus six scouts =nd two scout~mssters BN

-000-

No. 739. SHUTEYE SHACK TRIP. - .15th Msrch,

After some confusion a2bout depsrture time the truck with
25 people sbosrd snd = cer egerrying 6 set off st sbout 6. 30=m,
We srrived s»t Triplex et =bout 92m. It wes decided thot » fast
party would set off so that they could get on with repairs to
the hut while = glover psrty brought up the resr, The. trip into
the hut wes streightforwsrd snd on srrivel repesirsg were sterted.
Hoviever the seme mey not be s=id of the fire which geemed
reluetent to stert until cosxed to do so by the hend of =n
expert. %“hen the rerrguerrd trsmped in we found thet = group of
four had hed to turn beck when =2bout helf wey in =5 some were
suffering from blisters., During lunch one hed the option of
eating indoors whilet being suffocested =nd blinded by smoke opr- of
.eating outdoors »nd being drenched =nd frozen. Hughie wes not
#t his most co-oper=stive th=t d=y.

After lunch 2 perty of the more PnPrgPth oneFs wandered off
to Buttercup Hollow whilst the remeinder stayed behind to cetch
up on forty winks or continued with the repesirs to the hut. On
the climb to Buttercup Hollow we bettled sgainst furiously
windswept sleet which mede for very herd going. The hollow
itgself offorded quite good shelter but we left thet for seversl -
minutes to view the 1~ndgc "pe 2nd then hastily retrested to the
hut,

Within about ten minutes we were hesding home and were .
delighted to find » billy of soup sweiting us. After = cup of
soup Wwe chenged =nd hesded beck for Hestings =fter =2 good
leisurely trip., %We were besck =t Holt's =t ebout 7.O0pm.

No. in Party: 29 Leader: Bill Morison.

Helen Hill, Keth Berry, Mrs. Sulliven, Peter Sulliven, 32lly
Sulliven, Meris Boon, D, Linysrd, L.Yeomasn, Helen Tustin, dusen -
Cowlrick, F.Bernett, Rons Budget, Brends Butcher, Barbara. Butler,
Beryl Hermmond, “nnette Tremewen, B,Hﬂwk@s, Heather Y“ilshere, .
Jdim %ilshere, Noel Hedwin, Derek "hite, Richerd Howell, Noel
Evens, Alen Culver, Bill Morison, Bruce Herrison, Dug~@11 Bfrry,
Mr. & Mrs. Dunn. : _ , e

: ~000~
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No. 7LO. o 1Mk UREWERAS Eester,
S , Merch 27-30th.

Each yesr is decidedly different from the previous, as
new opprartunities =ppesr bringing’s fresh veriety for those who
are willing to sccept it. ' As it heppened this Eegter sppesred -
to be » perfect exemple, for ~rrangements hod been mede to take
e perty into the depths of the Urevwerss in order to climb
Meungepehetu, which is 2 small mountein of 4353 ', held qﬂCﬂPd
by the Tuhoe Tribe, who have lived in . this sres for centuries

With mounting spirits we 1left Nepier to sleep in peace-351,
Wwe begsn our lengthy Journey on 2 cold =nd overcast mornihg, ’
En route we msde severesl stops; the first bblng Leke Tutirse,..
followed by the Moheks Visduct =nd finelly uweriroa after v1q1ting
Bernard Tesgue, & well known botonlqt snd suthority on the
history of the Urewers Country. The Journey from Wsiros to
eikeremosns Vwies plessent for the sun hed come out 2nd we ue Pe
2ble to enjoy the pele yellow tints of the chenging trees, :
through = screen of dust. Following = brisf stop st Sandy Bey
we followed 2 very winding route =round the edge of the Leke,
praesing the besutiful Cegcade Folls, then plunging into an
rvenue of gigentic trers, Branching from the mein route we
followed o rough logging rosd through = depressing:'cut over!
forest, until we resched the Tuhoe Villegs. Nency =nd Meury
went down to get permission to cemp. The reeson for Mpungspphptu
being secred is thet the bones of the Deed ~re burl d in
reputedly hﬂuntcd ceves nesr the summit,

It weg completﬂly derk by the time thp truck wag pprkedvﬁnd
the fire 1it, One.could only see the dsrk outlines of the :
mountesinsg thet rose on Fvéfy gide. The weter collected for the
soup weg found in ministure weterfslls surrounded by ferns. - The
night wes so bright thet it =eemed » pity to weste it by retiring
~conventioneslly to sleeping begs, Conseguently a smell group '
wendered off to explore the remaining piece of treck which wes
blocked byrring further. =sccess,

To everyone's relief Seturdey wes fine for generslly
Meungepehatu is shrouded in mist, but this morning it stood
boldly =2geingt the clesr morning sky, Breeckfest weg hurried for
Joe, our guide, wes determined to get sn esrly stert. As heppens .
on most trips the more esger =nd energetic bodies stride =wey in
the front, lesving the slower, perheps more wery, to bring up
the resr, On this perticulsr morning we crewled. slowly up =
steep track into the bush, wondering in desperetion if the top
would ever be resched, However once in our stride we were 2ble
to welk leisurely =long =n open treck, hesring =n occesionesl
Tui, or the resounding cressh of 2 tree in the distance, Hslf=-
wry through the morning uwe reached 2 smell gressy clesring where
“We mede our finel helt before the =2scent., To everyones surprise
we were told thet 211 food wss to be left behind in order to ‘
obey certein Tuhoe customs, - and -our plens for cemping on the
summit were ruined.. The climb wes slow up the gradurlly
steepening slopes that were strewn with boulders =nd tough
shrubs. Occesionel helts were made to =dmire the mountesins
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taat spread beneath us. Ngauruhoe, Tongardro and Tarawera were rocognized and pointed
out. ' The ascent was relatively easy until we reached the 'Obelisk', a tall solid
chimney of rock whose sides we carefully skirted and climbed upward by means of a

rope. On reaching the top we made our first encounter with leatherwood, a tough
densely growing bush which is a nightmare to fight through. However, the impossible
was accomplished and the summit reached. The descent was a repetition of past
agonies, however these soon faded into awe as the burial oaves were passed. The
relief on safely reaching the bottom was strongly felt by everyone, but more especially
Joe, who left us to search for water as he returned to the ¥illage.

The following day we returned to the truck making a visit to the Village
before leaving. The meeting house was only a modern replica, however everyone was
quite contented to photograph it and remember that only recently the grounds had
accommodated over a thousand people who were present for the opening of the new
logging road, the first access to be cut through to the highway. It was fascinat-
ing to wander about recreating a picture of what the village must have been like
during the time of Rua and his followers. Time passed too quickly and it was not
long before we were returning to Waikaremoana where we hoped te spend the night,

It was after sunset before we reached Aniwaniwa where most of the boys dashed
off for a swim in a river that flowed past the camp, while the remainder more
sensibly built a fire for the evening stew. After tea a party of us went down to
look at the rapids before turning in.

Before leaving on iMonday morning we all walked over the hill through virgin
bush to lLake wWaikare-iti. On first glance there seemed to be two lakes but there
was a long arm of land jutting out forming an inoomplete division, while surround-
ing inlets formed scollops. After leaving Aniwaniwa we made three stops, the
first being at Sandy Bay where we made a point of seeing the initials of soldiers
from the Armed Constabulary which were carved into the cliff face not far from their
campsite overlooking the lake. Following this on our way home we stopped at Tuai
power station and watched its two generators spring into action. The final halt
was made at Wairoa for a snack at a milk bar. The final stretch home was barely
noticed and it wasn't long before packs were being sorted out and last words of
the thoroughly enjoyed trip exchanged before the truck departed.

No. in party: 19. Guide: Nancy Tanner. Leader: Barbara Butler.:. .

Peter Lewis, Russell Berry, Bill liorison, Tui Maxwell, Rona Budgett, Brenda Thomas,
Norrie Johnson, Alan Culver, Paul Trude, Allen Bradley, Vinston Oliver, Peter
Walsh, Dick Howell, Maurie & Barbara Taylor & Robin & Susan.

--000=-
No. 741.
The Club's Trial Search was superseded by the real thing. The
following are extracts from the President's personal log:-
TATARA-A-KINA SEARCH. lst-9th April 1964.
FHASE 1 . . S

Wednesday lst April.

4t 2,156 pm. I received adviee from Senior Sergeant Lawrenée*\of the Napier
Police, that a man by the name of Peter Neverman was missing in the Tatara-a-kina
area. Together with his brother Dick and a mill hand named Les Styles he had gone
out shooting in part of the logging workings at 6 am. on Easter Monday. The arran-
gement amongst the party was that they should return within a short time, adfter
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getting some meat, but Peter Neverman had not been seen since. Brother Dick had
returned to the area on the Tuesday with two or three others and had made a search,
but failing to find anything they had -contacted the police on Tuesday evening (or
afternoon?

Twenty-elght men under Sergeant Wheeler had on Wednesday. mornlng combed
one side of the basin in which the man had gone missing and intended complet:ng
the other side duning the afternoon. Sergeant Wheeler had however advised the
Napier Station at mid-day that he thought the search should be enlarged in scope
to a class 11 on Thursday. Senior Sergeant Lawrence mentioned that the police
had tried to contact me the previous day (Tuesday) but had been unable to get any
reply. (This was the day that we were on the Blowhard laying clues for the Club's
trial search.)

I agfeed to alert a search party to be réady to search the next mornihg
in case no word should come from Sergeant Wheeler during the afternocon.

I contacted Nancy Tanner, who was at work at Waiapu, and told her the
story. As it was not convenient for her to use the phone for a long period I
said I would ring around for a party and it was just as I was starting to do this
that Norman Elder rang to say that he was out of hospital and had completed the
submissions on noxious animals. I put him into the picture and asked if he had
any maps of the area or could explain the country from his own Knowledge. He
agreed to come imto town with this information.

Just as Norm arrived in the offioe Inspector Bell rang and briefly recapit-
ulated the story to date. In a three was discussion with Norm we talked over
the position. Later I continued with my endeavours to raise a party and arranged
for thirteen men.

Thursday 2nd April.

~ We proceeded to Napier by car and reported at the police station at 6.15 am.
The appointed meeting time was 6.30 but it appeared that Sergeant Wheeler had
organlzed parties at the mill end to be ready to move off at 6 am., on the assumpt-
ion that the town parties would be leaving from Napier no later than 4.30 am.
Army transport was laid on but the majority went by car, the®* club members being
- the main users of the transport provided, leaving at 7 am.

All of the searchers congregated at the junction of the main logging track
up the Mokomokonui Stream and the subsidiary track leading around into the valley
of the Po and further south. I discussed the position generally with Sergeant
Wfheeler as the opportunity afforded 1tself and was able to get a little more of
- the background, -

Tt had been reported that a deer carcase, minus the two back legs and skin,
had been found by the pollce searchers on the Wedneoday, near the main divide.
This was in the basin in which Neverman had gone m1551ng, but was some considerable
distance from the point at which he left his companions. He was carrying a 270
rifle but there was considerable difference of opinion amongst the experts as to
whether the carcase found near the divide had in fact been shot with this calibre
rifle. The bullet had passed right through.

We eventually left at 10 am. for Cold Creek, the next stream up the Mokomoko~
nui on the true left ‘bank. The party .of seventeen then set out to cover the valley,
seven members of the club taking one side and the remaining club members and other
personnel, ten in all, taking the other side.” We spread out up the slope but
were unable to give better than 2 sketchy cover, the top members being out of
touch with those nearer the bottom most of the time, even by voice. We did a




1z,

contour type of search and eventually lunched in the true left fork of Cold Creek.
When. contact was made with Peter Lewis, who had been proceeding along the skyline of
the ridge, he reported that he had met someone on the bulldozed track and had been
told that a single shot had been heurd on Tuesday and Wednesday (?) at precisely
12 noon. Vic Keane confirmed this when I mentioned it to him so we all sat and
listened at mid-day but nothlng was heard.

At lunch time we made contact with base by way of our 208 set ZL2EQD w1thout
difficulty.

The partv split again and Vie Keane, Fletcher's "bush boss , took his ten
over intc the true right fork while I took our original seven to6 do the headwaters
of the true left fork. I particularly wanted to get up on to the main divide to.
have a look around, and especially to look over into the country to the east of the
divide, so after carrying out the assignment up until we reached the top portion of
the catchment, Peter Lewis and I moved up on to the top, north along the divide and
down the central Spur. Time was running out and the remaining members of our party
moved down the stream to the fork as well. When we arrived at the fork Philip
Bayens and Bob Woon reported having found a peculiar smell near the divide, up the

central spur. Four of us therefore went back up with Vie Keane but although the.
cxact spot was relocated, nothing could then be smelled. We same down and moved

out to the road by wagy »f the creek, arriving at 6.05 pm. We were taken back to
the Tarawera Hdotel and provided with a meal, and were eventually able to sleep in

one of the 'hotel rooms, v

Friday 3rd. April.

Army transport was laid on at 6.30 am. and took us to the same place as the
previous morning. The morning was, fairly misty but the higher country soon cleared.
By the time that we arrived the po lice and others from town were already there and
the assignments for the day had been organized. We were instructed to take six of
our men with the bush boss to follow up a shot heard by lkax Lissette, the tractor
driver. Lissette had been on a knob one third of the way up the spur between Cold
Creek and the Po and hed heard a single shot on Thursday at 8.30 -am., from a south-
westerly direction. While we covered this area the balance of the club's party
went across the lMokomekonui and did a high spur to the west,

L plane flew over during the morning and seemed to give the area a good coverage.

After completing the lower end of our spur we dropped down to the road leading
to the base in the Fo and were eventually picked up by Jack Wheeler in his Landrover.
He took us up to the top skids where the search base had been sited. I said that I
would like to go up to the top to have a look around and Jack Wheeler volunteered to
take us up to the point where Neverman had last been seen. On our way he told me _
that a party on Thursday had found some bloodstains on a log. He was not sure where
they were found exactly but showed us on the map that they were in the reasonably
immediate wvicinity of the carcase. A portion of the log bearing the bloodstains ..
had been cut out =nd had been forwarded to Napier for a pathologist's report as to
whether the blood was human or animal, This struck me as being a most important,
clue as if bloodstains either animal or human had been found rc“sonablv handv to the
carcase they could indicate the direction of travel of the person who shot the deer.
The uncertainty as to whether the stains were animal or human did not seem to be any
reason why the lead should not be followed up. I therefore asked if we could go up
the logging tracks to gain height and if Sergeant Wheeler would, when making contact
with the party who had found the stains, ask them to come up to show us precisely
where they had been found. This he agreed to do. However, as we climbed the
logging tracks we actually met the party. At our request, they took us down and
showed us the stains, which actually proved to be 2bout three hundred feet up the
spur immediately behind base camp and about half a mile from the point indicated
previously. '
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Wheeler had taken two ppi;

showed nothing. Fesoibls

33,

We radloeA from this spct as it seemed that if they were anlmal bloodst ins
they would not be relevant i:n view of the distance from the cdrease. It also
appeared from discuision witl otners in; the area that the carcase was only a small
one and the skin and buLL hind legs Wﬁuld have been put in Neverman's pack any
blood drying quickly. At 1.30 wg ecelved advice that the stains were definitely
" not human and we were sisked vo o rtinue with whatever we had “in mind, . According-
ly, we climbed to the* maﬂn alv,*é; as I wanted to-have 2 look at the carcase
itself.. .. 4t 3.15 wednads coutact.with base and were requested to return as
further information nad stt “come to llght.

Hase‘at 4 pm. we found about 50 men aSsembled.h eeﬁéeant
;J*es,>1n04ud1ng the .rest -of the :Club members, to, -

flhen we  arrived o

Wakeman's Clearing, followirg upnn 1nformat10n received from -a party of 13 which

had dropped over to thé east and into the Mangakara, that evidence had. been found
in the creek bed She Ikly after we arrived -a further message came. through to
the .effect that a fire with red hot embers had been found and that the party of
13 were proceeding “own skream s fast as possible tewards the Mohaka. It .
seemed advisabls Lo send - party to Glenfalls to reach the 7unntlon~of -the langa-

kara and the 2§ qui ﬂkwy 2s possible in case Neverman should be working
his Way down the ¥ aﬂkara, ; : Eop e L ‘

Jack whe,Aer arrived back on the scene- at thls p01nt and after a brlef
discussion with him a par;v of 6 club marbers was taken by Landrover to Glenfalls.

"A;ter being led #stray Ly the Manager, we were off- loaded. 6n & farm track. and
made a brief meal. We +nen climbed into our sleeping bags but a querter-hour

later two of the shepherdis arrived in ftheir four wheel drive Austin and took us
to .the correct place, a gnte on tlt road down to the Mohaka R;ver. We camped

'j again but were awokou at Ll r. b two shots Wthh the locals sald later would
j have been from spot-lighters. ’

R ¥l

* Saturday April 4th, S ) b

The night was mild with = light breeZe._, We were: up next morn1ng at 6 am.
and away by 6.15, taking the bulldozed track down to the Mohaka. :.The river
" fortunately was 1a1rly ‘Low and no undue dlfflculty was. ‘experienced on any of the

three crossings although the ouo bsiow the Walpunga confluence fias plenty deep
enough.,

lie reached
.in the meantime by
base and were reg
and to (b) Check °
hunting party kucwn
that a shout wos s

Thne netH

been overtakun
"'Ne radloed ‘

et Aut at the Horqeshoe, for si _s of an. duckland
Ln-% e area. Un iQur way to the hut it was thought T
ittle downm,. strenm but later 1nvest1gaulors

OR'C“

) ‘We had bﬁcaﬁfast‘wt the hub of‘Q‘BUV another ra&io schedule, and then
pressed on to the mouth of the langakars, whichiwer Fesched” at 11, 15 am. The

shepherds checked tﬂu fls}mrmeu auﬁ in the: afterncon. Les’ btyles' party was
just preparing to ' 'S

”;after completing their trip down the Manga-
“kara, After Lhe : ”iue hed lunch and 1eéft for Glenfalls at 12.30,
Taking only two hou Ad“ﬂuy ouv,k,>We called base ‘frém the roadhead and
“after some misu

landrover at sabo

J

vegarding transport, were eventqa;;y,picked up by

3

A flre har

Cwas spent before: le
; was the s1gnal i

It WAS ev1ienﬁ Wheﬁ“We arrived’ baoK at the Tarawera Hotel that the search
personncl Wcl” Ly new torpletely déns and morale was at a very low ebb. The

-
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only piece of concrete information that I could plck up was from Roy Peacock, who nad
becn with the elubts party at Wakeman's the previous afternoon and also Saturday. .
ipparcntly there had ‘been no organized leaders in the parties sent to Wakeman's so:Roy
had taken over this job and ~dispatched the parties as he thought best. He had himself
come across footprints with a similar pattern, up one of the spurs in the head of the
Mangakara. There had also been-the impression where someone had sat upon a mossy
logand marks of a rifle butt being used as a walking stisk. Roy could 'not however
pos1t1ve1y 1dentify the boot pattern from the drawings that I made.

Thé glrls of tho club had come up the previous evening and had been as51st1ng
‘with rationing. In particamlar, they had expressed eoncern to the Police at the.
type. of food being ‘provided for the searchers and had sent off th the Napier Pollce
a list of provis;ons of the ‘type that they thought was required.

e apent the nlght in one of the empty houses at the old Tarawers Mill, after
pacifvlng the caretaker ( ) who had come, armed, to eject us. ° - -
Sunday nprll:Sth.v :

“le* returned to the skids next morning and I hoped that I might have the opportu-:
nity of moving up the divide to have a look at the footprints Roy had found. We '
were however re%uested by Sergeant Wheeler to go south and have a look at the saddle
to the west of ."the knob" as he was 1ook1ng at the possibility of the missing man.
having come up from the Mengakara, passing through the saddle and proceeding down,the
next créek bacK into the Mangakara again. He said that a party had been in the area
the previous day but had not done a particularly thorough job. He then handed us
over to the "bush boss™ who drew a map showing where we were to go, marking in the
knob and the saddle. He then marked in the route of the party who had been in the .
area the previous.day‘lndlcatlng by a series of strokes what I took to be = spur,
starting from immediately to the east of the kill and continuing in a south easterly
direction. He explained that the partywho had been down there the previous day.had.
left a deer's antler on. a log at their furthest point. No one however told us. that . -
the missing man's footprints had, been found within 300 yards of our area the prev1ous
day. We were not aware of this, or the fact that the previous day's party had

actually searched a creek, not a spur, untll we discussed the matter with that party
later in the day.vv

iie left the sklds at 7.50 and made our way down the divide to the point which
‘we judged was the take-off for the: saddle. e were however a little too far south
but we ended up in the headwaters of a small creek just to the south east of the
saddle. Here we boiled up, failed to make radio contact through a fault in the set
and then moved up into the saddle only a short distance away. We examined the
saddle area itself minutely and although we fancied that we could make out one large
boot impression in the litter we could not be certain of this. We then returned up
the correct spur to the tops and then moved northwards until we met the large 51gnal~
fire. :

As it happened the party who had found the footrrints on the Saturday were at
the fire and they told us of> their find. Thev were prepared to swear that the creek:
in which the prints were found ran between the knob and the divide and then on south~-
eastwards to the Mangakara but’ they eventually agreced that this could not have been so-
in view of the fact that there is a high saddle ‘between the divide and the knob.

It was fairly late by the time we got back to the skids and wewaited for. some

time in case Max Lissette's two ds .y party intended returning that way, as had apparent- a

ly been arranged. Light rain set in and a police driver was eventually left in the
area with a vehic¢le while the rest of us returned to thé hotel. =~ We had in the mean-
time had a substantial meal, prepared by the girls at the roadhead. Upon reaching
the hotel we found that Max Lissette had in fact come out by a different route and
that they had found & seemingly fresh punga frond bed and fire the previous night.
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They had been unable however to opcrate their Mark 1 radio to pass the information
out and had spent part of Sunday seqrchlng in the vieinity of this evidence.

fhey had adso found an arrow scratched in the sand in the Mangakara, pointing up
. apur towards the area 01 the bed and fire. :

ot Several of us met at Vlc Keane s house to diseuss thig’ report but we svent=-
ually left for town in the Club truck, arr1v1ng some time after midnight.

PHASE 11. Lo o L Tth - 9th April 1964.

st s . ——

Monday 6th April (evening).
y " s e

At about 6.30 Inspector Bell rang, saying that the Neverman family were at
the Station and that they had all been discussing the position. In addition,
he reported that Max Lissette's party, who had found the fire and bed on Saturday,
had also picked up but failed to report the finding of two .270 empty cases. As
Poter Neverman had been in the practice of saving his empties for reloading it
was possible to obtain a sample round that had been fired from his rifle in order
-that the firing pin mark might be compared with those found on Saturday.

: He asked whether we would be prepared to look after the search control 31de
if the police were to initiate another search with full police backlng. After
discussing the position with club captain Nancy Tanner and F.M.C. representative:

» Norman  Elder I rang back and told Inspector Bell that we would be qulte happy to

do this, although we would probably need the assistance of the police in obtalnlng
nan pOVv €ere. .

Norman Elder called, as did Max Lissette who had found the.most recent

jf@Vldence, and we.discussed the areas to be covered in the second phase.of the -
-search. At this stage it was intended that it should be of only two days' dura-
tion. From the indications of the various items of evidence found, and in view

~0f the fact that there had been practically no coverage of the area to the sast
and south of Tatara-a-kina, it was decided to make a fairly intensive sweep of
this area. Approximately 100,000 acres was involved. It seemed unlikely that
dsverman could have moved any distance through thls area without leaving traces
that could be picked up reasonubly readily.

The area to be covered was thereupon divided into nine two-day tasks and
written instructions prepared. Addltlonal supplics of maps Wwere obtained from
the -Lands & Survey, N.Z. Aerial Mapp ng was approached for aerials, and tents and
.other equipment arranged for. Club mambers assisted in. prepasring maps, drawing
in spurs and numbering all spurs and creeks in the area to be covered. In the
meantime other club mcmbers were contacting search personnel, Drlnclpally
deerstalkers' clubs and the Herebtaunga Tramping Club.,

Tuusday 7th Aprl*

8. 15 am. Arrlved at Police Station Napier, where all personnel wecre assembling.
leht TRPl's had been oryxnlzed by the Folice and had been dispatched from
“ellington by the "Dominion" car.  The Police had also laid on rations and
transport. . Departure from Napier 6.45 am.

8.45 am. Arrived Tatara-a-kina mill, where base was to be éétabllohed. All
pcrsonnel were called tog>iher and put into the picture, given instructions by
the S5te John Ambulanoe, and “the leaders also instructed in the use of the TRPl's.

In view of the numbers avxllabie a”tenth partv was organized. Total personnel
in the field 42. . “
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9,45 am, Ten parties moved into the field, five £o the top skids where the previous
“search base had been established, two to roadheads near Turangakumu and three to
the nearest p01nt of access to Tatera-a-klnu. S

12.55 pm. "'The flrst party from the sklds met flve members of a Glsborne Canoe and
Tramping Club party, plus two others, on the divide. The Gisborne party was instruc-
ted to form party number 11 and was allocated a task.covering ground immediately

to the north of the 'main search area.’ The other two were to link up with Max
Lissette's party.+ The Gisborne party was instructed to rendezvous at nightfall in
the liangakara with one of the radio equipped parties.

During the early afternoon various parties checked up by radio, advising current
positions.

1.30 pm. Party of fiwve WN.Z.Forest Service personnel arrived at base and were allot-~
~ted 2n area on the western bank of the lower reaches of the Mangakara.

‘6 pn. Party 2 (without radio) had now linked up with party 10 (radio) and advised
that they had located a bed of fern in the saddle between "the Knob® and the main
divide. (Reference 093945). - It appeared to be at least two or three days ol&t_

The Gisborne party had located, in a side coreek, the carcase of a young stag
with the head missing &nd back steaks removed. It appeared to have been there
for at least several days, Radio reception at this stage was partlcularlv bad
and it was dlfflcult to obtain full details. o

6.18 pm. Party 8 reported having heard a single shot at 4 pm. from the dlrectlon
of "the Knob"‘ : -

6425 pime Partyle advised that they had met up with a party of priveate searchers,
known to be in the area, and it was they who had fired the shot heard by party 8.-
They also passéd on party 2's description of the bed found - full length, very well

made, under an overhang, indications that a pack had rested on the: ground beside the bed.

6.40 pm. Partv 3 reported that they were now at the bed found the prev1ous Sqtur-
day night (Reference 105935). :

There was considerable difficulty in maintaining radio contact with field
parties and one of the H.T.C. members assisted by acting as a relay statlon with
a kark 1 from a trig near Turangakumu.

The day's operations were considered and it was decided to ask Max Llssette to
go to the bed found that day and to compare it with the one which he had located the
previous Ssturday. John Groome, leader of party 10, was to look at the deer carc&se
found bv the Gisborne partv and to assess any information obtainable therefrom.

ednesday 8th April.

8.30 am. Unable to make contact with party 10 as previously scheduled, on account
of unfavourable radio conditions. General message sent out for ZL2EX to be roused
to assist in relaying. However, by the time they were on the air conditioans-had .
~ improved 2nd it was possible to get messages through to the field. The instruct- :
ions decided upon the previous night were then passed, as also was a re-allocation. -
of tasks amongst the various searchers now assembled in the langakara. '

7 am. The twowha had been left on the divide to link up with party 3 the
previous afternoon had failed to make contact and had accordingly returned to the
top skids. One of them reported having heard what sounded to him like human
noises near the divide, followed by sounds of movement. They were accordingly
asked to check this and to then 'proceed to the Mangakara.
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A party of two had spent the nlght on a trig near Turangakumu, overlooking
the search area and a little time was spent in accounting for a fire which they
had seen.

8.40 am. Report from top skids that Constable Coote and George Studd (R,E.C.) had
just returned from the ridge behind the skids. They had been sitting down at a
point approximately 400 ft. above the skids when, at 8.23am, they had heard three
shots, From the deliberate, evenly spaced manner in which the shots were fired,
they had concluded that possibly they were a signal. The shots appeared to have
come from a northerly direction but they later indicated that they could. not be
emphatic on this point.

The hearing of these shots set in train a further line of enquiry which
was pursued throughout the day.

9.20 am. Party 10 reported that the headless carcase found the prev1ous day was
definitely elder that Friday 3rd 4pril (i.e. not more recent than other items of
evidence)s

9.40 =m, Peter Lewis, on establishing radio contact from Turangakumu, advised that'.‘
2 shooter had fired three shots near the old Kiosk at approximately 8.25 am.

9.43 am. Qkay given to Gisborne Canoe and Tramping Club partv to divide and
move eastwards to search the Poamoko and Te Awaokaiwhaka Streams prov1d1ng thev
fend for themselves.

9.45 am. Peter Lewils advised that firing pattern of shots on Turanquumu arpearvd
to be different from those heard from the top skids. ,

Although it seemed unlikely that the shots heard by the partv above the top
skids could have been those fired on Turangakumu, the coincidence of time appeared
to necessitate further: follow-up. The party who had heard the .shots was accord-
ingly sent back to their previous position and Nancy Tanner sent with a. rifle to
Turangakumu to fire a pre-arranged pattern of shots at 11,09 an. preclsely.

Those listening from above the skids heard nothing.

11 am. Party 3 in the saddle looking for the bed found by party 2 the previous day.

Various parties Teported from time to time, giving pos1t10n reforences and
reports on act1v1tles.

11.12 em. Partv 4, who seemed to be ahead of their schedule,.were requested to,'Ay k
drop into Mangakara and inspect a favourable stretch for signs and then to .

proceed to Glenfalls by the best available route.

11.20 ol Partv 5 (Reference 095920) reported hearlng shots at 11 am. from
v101n1ty of mouth of creek 3. _ . _

12.00 noon. ‘Farty 10 reported that’the two who had ieft the ﬁop sklds that

morning had picked up tracks showing the correct pattern, in the right .branch of
creek 1 (measurements given). Unfortunately, difficult radio conditions prevented.
much coherent conversation with party 10 who seemed to be in the centre of the .area

showing most activity. (It was later established that the prints were of the one
other man in all of the search partiss who had = similar pattern boot.) ..

1.15 pm, Party 4 reported having heard the shots at 11 am. and had subsequently .
met = horse party who admitted to having fired them.

1.20 pm. ksked for weather report‘frﬁm“HAPief;"
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1.25 pm. Party 3 reported having searched the saddle area without locating the bed
previously found by party 2.

fle were unable to make contact with party 2 to send them to the assistance of
party 3, who were working on map reference only.

1.53 pm. Constable 8chmidt requested to go to Wakeman's Clearing to made enquiries from
bush workers there as to whether they could account for the three shots heard at 8.23 am.

2.45 pm. Weather report; today, cloudy - tomorrow, scattered rain early morning
possibly becoming persistent later.

2.50 pm. Jrgent message from Napler Police for Dick Neverman to ring, but he had in ;
the meantime buen sent on a short assignment. Folice consequently advised that.spirit- .
ualists in the family had informed them that Peter uweverman would be found at map
reference 130940 (the possibility of deverman being in this area was bec oming more
credible as time passed but it had not previously been covered).

3.45 pm. The partv of relations returned to top skids and confirmed that they had
nct fired the three shots nor had they any knowledge of them. Constable Schmidt
confirmed that Wakeman's parties knew nothing of them either.

5 pm. v'Parties moving out of field. Transport organized and parties brought .
back to base for hot meal, prepared by Heretaunga Tramping Club girls and others,
and leaders-de-briefed. :

Max Lissette's party 3 reported that they had been unable to locaté.anything cther
than pig beds in the area indicated by party 2 and it seems probable that it was one-
of these that they had seen. Max Liss€tte also reported havéng found (very fortunately)
the carcase of a sheep on the Mokomokonul side of the divide, and he. considered that
the animal had been shot early that morning or the previous evening. A whisky bottle
in the soil beside the carcase, part of which had been removed, gave the locals an
indication as to who may have shot the sheep, despite the fact that no-one was meant
to have been in the area. The person concerned was approached on the Thurhday but
would not admit to h“v1ng been in the area

The finding of the freshly killed sheep carcase cast doubts on the value of the
three shots heard but by this time one-d= .y perties had been organized for the Thursday
on the strength of these shots. Coote and Studd were the only persons who heard them,
thev being the only persons on the western side of the divide apart from roadhead
personnel. fo one on the eastern side of the divide had heard the shots although
the various parties were further to the south. Prior to the finding of the sheep
carcase the indications were that the only conceivable place from which the shots could
have come if they were intended as a signal was the upper reaches of the kangakara stream,
to the north of the area which had been covered during the previous two days.

Dick Neverman has expressed the opinion that, if his brother Peter has wished to
fire o distress signal, it was most likely that he would have used three quick shots.

411 maps were recalled and remarked and numbered to cover the additional area to
be searched on the Thursday. Search assignments for eight parties prepared. This
was later changed to ten in view of the number of searchers available.

Thhrodkv Sth Hprll.

5.50 am. Briefinp of leaders began and instruction in use of radios.

6 Am, Briefing of all searchers, prOgress to date, reasons for the extension of
the search for a further day and plan of day's operations.
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7 am. (approximately), 411 parties moving into respective areas.

There was mist on the tops early in the morning and the cloud ceiling
progressively lowered during the day to about 2,700 ft.  Visibility on the tops
was practically nil, with drizzle and rain.

Various reports came in during the morning indicating that some parties
had experienced difficulty in pin-pointing their precise search areas by reason
of the weather conditions but that all seemed to be not far out.

12.05 pm. Information turned up that one of John Groome's party had found half a
calico flour bag the previous day. This was followed up by ringing John Groome

at Tokoroa and he said that in view of the apparent newness of the bag he had thought
it must have been dropped by one of the previous search parties. The bag apparently
was found above the bed cf creek 1, on the slopes of the Knob. Dick Neverman did
not know whether Peter would have been carrylng this item but indicated that it

was possible.

i2.35 pm.  Report that sheath, belt and curved knife picked up at Reference 092953,
down hill from the original carcase on the western side of the divide. Enquiries
indicated that thic wiz not Peter Neverman's. ~

12.50 pm. With tne comparatively limited area being covered, various parties
met from time to Tinc. In view of the doubtful weather conditions parties § and
6 were combined.

7,45 pm. Requested the Napier Police to ask Sergeant Wheeler whether any searcher
could have dropped the flour bag approximate reference 095947, Apparently this
message did not get through as no reply was forthcoming. S

3.40 pm. Party 7 reported finding bandage, cauvas, and twine at referénce 074549,
Enquiries indicated however theat this was not relevant.

4,35 pm. Two searchers who had been in the Moose Creck area were sent to.search
base by Fletcher's "bush boss" to acsount for their activities. They had not
fired, nor had thdv heard the three shots the previous day but they did however
advise that another sheootirn arty was operating to the west of the Mokomokonui
and that if they had psen shootling on the’ tops the sound of their rifles would
have carried to the top skida ared. - :

A party with = Coastuble was sent to the Fohokura Mill that evenlng in an .
endeavour to contact the party concerned but time precluded their getting to the
hunters! camp in time. The Police ascertained from lotor Registrations the
owners of two vehicles at the Tarawera Hotel, from which the hunters concerned had
gone in,- and messages were left for them to report to the poclice.,

6 pm, Discussed with Ceorge Cave, who has been hunting in the Mangakara for many
yvears, the footprzrbo wiich he had found on Thursday 2nd April. Aceording to

him the prints were rg‘ap>u?eam and were definitely fresh at 9 am. Thursday.
wfter learning *th w was a man missing in the areéa they had spent four and a
half days searching *1 creeks and spurs of the lower Mangakara,

They had henrd a sho: at 1.10 pm. Saturday and had dropped into the Mangakara
to search the area ircn whieh it had come without any suceess.

41l parties were de-b ;efed as they came in and eventually returned to town
after a hot meal.

The position had been fully diécussed with Inspector Bell and the scarch was




20.

called off Thursdav night. We were satisfied that, in the absence of any recent firm
indications that Neverman was alive, and with no leads as to the direction which he
had taken, a continuation of the official search could net be justified.

CONCLUSIONS.

It seems’ from the various evidence found that Neverman initially went astray
on the divide immediately above the carcase of his dMonday's kill, There are several
knobs on the tops and one could easily be led down towards the Mangakara if not
paving particular attention.

The footprints found going down creek 1 either mean that he eventually ended
up in that oreek on the lMonday and went down to the Mangakara, or, seemingly less
llkelv, that he passed down that creek on a later occasion.

The orusts of bread and eggshells found near the mouth of creek 3 would indicate
hondav s lunch, the elapsed time being about right for the distance.

At some stage, presumably fairly early in the week, he dumped the skin and
pelvis at point K, It may be that he went up the spur towards the knob then or
else he went on downstream to end up a2t the bottom waterfall on Monday or Tuesday
night. The waterfall is formidable and he turned back upstream. In the opinion
of George Cave he went up and down at least part of the uangakara twice. He returned
to the top waterfall where he 1lit the hot fire on Wednesday or Thursday night.
George Cave swears that the footprint he saw in the Mangakara between the two
waterfalls at 9 am. Thursday was made that morning.

- at some stage he spent a night on.the spur to the south-east of the knob and
went on up, cutting an arrow pointing aprroximately north in a tree.

It would appear that .he may have moved out of the liangakara on Friday morning,
only six houss ahead of the first search party through the area. One of that party
thought he heard two shots on Friday afternoon, from the gencral direction of where
Max Lissette on saturday found a bed which he considered to be either Thursdav or
Friday night's.

Nothing has .been found to indicate that he was alive after either Thursday or
Friday night.  Either hé died or became immobile suddenly at about that time, .or
else he somehow got out of the Mangakara again and headed for the rough country to
the East. Up to Thursday he seems to have beecn going strongly. ot

He did not make smoke when the plane came over on Friday. Possibly he was
asleep,.did not hear the plane, had run out of matches or could not make sufficient
volume of smoke, Alternatively, he was incapable of doing so.

A.V. Berry.

For nemes-of H.T.C. taking part in search, see page 30.

- - =000 - - -~
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Bed and fire (Saturday)
x «270 shells, arrow (Saturday)
Route of Friday's party
Footprint found Thursday morning (approx)

Bggshells & breadcrumbs, approxes (Frlday)

Hot fire and bed (Friday)
Cold fire and bed (Friday).
Footprints down creek (Saturday)

Skin, pelvic remains, bed, arrow (Saturday)
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DRIVATE TRIDS

MIDDLE HILL HUT - Dec. 15th 1963

With the idea of having a "looksee" at the Northern Kawekas,
even with Hughie sending down light rain, nine of us proceeded
out to Puketitiri where we picked up-Peter. After a chinwag it
was decided to go to Middle Hill Hut, a fairly recent Forestry
job, 9,00 saw us across the Makahu (some were carried across)
and on to the Hot Springs road. Upon reaching the second ridge
on the road, we clambered through wet undergrowth to the nearest
vantage point Jjust to survey the situation. A couple of stalkers
we met there didn't think much of our chances of getting to the
Hut, but we could see the track taking off up a ridge from the
Koaro stream, so decided to carry on. Ve struggled through
dense Manuka and eventually found ourselves in the disced stream :
bed., Once on the ridge, it was just a wet crawl up to Trig A -3320
A break in the mist enabled us to see the Hut, and after dropping
off, we reached it at 1.30. We chased a few mice out of the
flour, warmed oursclves by the fire, lunched etc., and managed
~to drag ourselves away by 2.U45. Dropping into the Koaro, we
found it dirty and up, but no difficulty was experienced. We
didn't feel inclined to bush bash again, so got on to a river
bench which eventually took us out to the Mangatutu valley. A
very wet stroll along the road back to the truck. The Makahu was
dirty and up also, but still fordable. A pleasant stop was made
at the Lewis's - tea, scones =nd hot baths for some soaked
specimens. Many thanks to Mr. & Mrs. Lewis. A rather wet trip
back into town which was finally reached around 11.00 - very
enjoyable.

A. Corbin C. Prebble, D. Prebble, P. Lewis, A Tremewan, G. Evans,
D. Thompson, C. Stewarti, H. Wilde.

MAXAHU BACK RIDGE HUT

A violently early start was planned, but fortunately this
theme wasn't developed further and we got away before six. The
road from Whittles gets a 1little doubtful after Baldy. Neverthe-
ess we were still -ble to ride in ¢omfort along the top of Middle
range. . From there it was only a short step to the new Forestry
track. One is able to roar along this in fine style, but after
a while the novelty of a wide clear track wears off and a faint
lack of enthusiasm is detected. R '

The sun was blazing down with unrestrained ferocity from a
cloudless sky. Consequently, five nicely warmed trampers reached
wakahu "glowing" frecly and streaming gently. A leisurely lunch
was enjoyed at 11 following which a long, warm, slow grind up
to-the Cairn. PFive bloos of dehydrated human flesh collapsed
triumphantly by the Trig at 3.15. There was no clouds to obscure
the view but a heat haze did just that very efficiently.
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Only one bod had been on to Back Ridge hut so doubts were
expressed as to its whereabouts. Fortunately for that one member,
the hut was seen from the ricdge right in position and reached by
5,15, '

There were liberal indications that rats had been the pre-
dominant occupants over the past year. Briefly, the hut was
revolting. A thorough clean up was foliowed by the usual three
course meal. During the night, only one rodent dared to enter ,
our presence, and it was so Pntﬂu81astlca11y mashed with a toma-
hawk that the others stayed up in the roof protesting vehsmently.
It sounded like a series of endurancec tests to see which rat could
make the most noise for the longest time.

Up at 6 and away bty 8.15. As the sun vas shining with
renewed enthusiasm, we uxanlmous*J agrced tc follow the stream.
Tie stream was rot by nature sadistic =2lthough we encountered =
fow restrained waterfalis which were painlessly circumnavigated.
bm 10. 30 we were on the tops again and then on down to Maxahu,.
Lunch, siesta, followed by a down hill stroll back to the trangport.

Frea, Christine and Dalc¢ Prebble, Henther icKay, Jim Wiishore

MAXKORORO = “Tiﬁ”ITIRI
26th Dec 963 & 1St Jan 196L

8 a.m. Boxing Day saw two kecn type +ramoers over the gate and up
the Makaroro. An hour 4o Colenso spur sceing several Daradise
cducks en route. Towards the top one not excessively f£it member
Tound . a year at Varsity with little or no exercise not too good.
The high winds on -the way to Remutupo Hut heid us up. Lunched

at Remutupo, then the threce houvr dawdle down the river to Colenso.
27th After refercnce to Dick Clarkc's mep from Aerial photlos

tcook off in direction of Totse., Lth left then 3rd left and Plght
cut under the rocks. The creek revealed a Blue Mountain duck
and young, red monks hood orchid and a hind. L hours to Ruahine
corner - no miced The wzather had cleared, so to sunbathing
which was interrupted Ly a furry wabbit frlcnd We split the

remaining half of a 18" dic. cedor log.

ZQ*T Tussock along to the sink hole ceems to Dbe becomlng skorter
and into & small clumps. =~ En route to Otupae Range saw abcut a
dezen sheep and two deer on the tops. Reached Cedars sfter 7
rsolid hours.

Jth Left at 7 a.m. with Otupae shrouded in mist which later
CXpared. Saw an 8 - 10 pointer, the largest stag seen was in the
houar *trip to the road. 2% hour% to Ngamatea Statlon° After a
apell at the Taruarau rlvex over to Log Cabin by 3 o'clock. Still
N s1lowing the stock track through tu@sock to Rocky Doint at 5,

The weather closed in with rain south of Dohokura Outstation bub
it did not catch up with us. We saw & hincd and spotty Jjus?d
before we dropped into the Mangakot"kutukhy, Soon after nitting
the stream we sidled over the neck ¢’ the peninsular detiween.
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the stream and the Ngaruroro to the new suspension bridge. Had a
swim to cool off on the way to Kiwi Mouth which was reached at 6
o'clock just 11 hours from Cedars. There had been no rain there
since October. In our proposed trip 2 days had beem completed in |
one., 5
30th Climbed on to Back Ridge on a cut track after a late start.
On the ups and downs of Back Ridge of which there are many in its
2500' climb a total of 3 stags and 5 hinds were secn. OQur slow
trip of L hours to Back Hut was further added to with a 2 hour
stop to clean out the top cupboard and the hut generally. The rats'
droppings from the bunks formed a recognisable pile outside while
the rates themselves played tag in the ceiling. 2 hours to Makahu
after a little trouble in the mist in 10 yard visibility.
s1st A day of rest after our toil while the wind blew and it poured
with rain. A pile of wood was collectedwhen the weather cleared.
1lst Up early and away. Looking into the glaring sun we took the
wrong track which gave us an hour's detour. As time wore on faster
the distance to Lewls's became rapidly shortened. Two rather
snaggy haired and unwashed trampers waited half an hour for their
transport to continue at a rather relaxed pace with 8 other H.T.Cs.
fDavid and Graeme then did the Club's New Year trip straight on
top. Some marathon! - Ed) '

David and Graeme Evans

EXRTVHON STATION TO HOKITIKA - via CLYDE RIVER, GARDEN OF ALLAH,
GLIDEN OF EDEN, -~BRTH RIVZR Christmas 1963-196L

21712/63 Saturday: 2.30 p.m. Transport has broken down - awaiting
arrival of another taxi "patience is a virtue" S.%W. winds - fresh,
cloud clearing. Left Erewhon 5.3%0 p.m. Staggered 12 hours up the
Givde to Junction of Lawrence river - camped in bushlodge° Darkness
fell about 9.00 p.m.
°2/1P/63 Sunday: From campsite in Clyde - fine day N.'W. wind mild.
ioving upstream to Agnes Bivy (approx L-6 hours) .Away by L4.30 a.m.
,”Kadester” appears to be coming when we arrived at junction of Clyde
aud McCoy - moved into McCoy hut in anticipation of foul weather.
/iemes Bivy would be overpopulated with C.M.C. Hoping to move up-
stream tomorrow and camr on Francis Glacier. The Francis valley
appezrs to narrow from here, so it should prove interesting. The
party is dubious of snow conditions on the Garden of Allah and Eden
owing to a fresh fall within the last few days. The bridges on the
glacier are possibly out of condltlon,
92/12/63 Monday: Evacuated McCoy's at 7.20 a.m. At Agnes by 9.00
‘éfther fine in valley but murkey on Lambert Col. and the Francis
AT Hope to get into Garden of Allah tomorrow. Made camp on
moraine high on Francis glacier at 3,00 p.m. ‘eather deteriorat-
;- : - main, mist, snow - cold and miserable - avelanches constantly
pewling off the val .ley wallse
1./12/63 Tuesday: (5.00 a.m.) A light snow covers everything. Fine
7eather but steady cold wind is blowing down valley. This is our
rqt camp without running water. This morning snow dehydration
lready obvious /or was it because there was too much salt in

t night's stew°9)

FJ'hkb“!OQ
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Decided to move on to Lambert Col thus on to the Garden of
Ahhsh.

Arrived on Lambert Col - 3% hours from campsite. The soft
new snow gave steady plugging up the glacier to the Col. -
crevasses well covered with snow elthough conditions were at times
a little indecisive. Arrived at Col in a flurry of snow and wind.
Little prospect of weather improving. Have a campsite behind a big
rock with rock walls to protect us from Hughie's wrath.  Water
supply appears to be ampile -~ 1little pools in the rocks. The new
snow has obviously put thc peasks out of condition. ‘

Tonight is Xmas Bve. Hope Xmas day will dawn fine to enable
us to photograph the scecnery. If the weather does not break, our
Carden Party will be a washout. Ferhaps our Xmas bottle will
bring a different Xmas checpd!?

25/12/63 Wednesday Kmas cay: A pleasant sunriss with the mist
siowly emptying out of the Jarden of Allah. The Col. resounded
vo clatter of cameras. Zcod views of Lambert Deak and Lambert
glacier. A littlc excurcion to an unnamed peak gave briefl views
before mist and enow concitvions forced us back to camp. Depending
on the weather, will atitcmpt Mt. Lambert tomorrow. - :
26/12/63 Thursday: 3.00 a.m. Cold wind - misty L.20 No im provement -~
no climbing 7.00 ”Eﬁ\>sfur” has arrivcd witn heavy sleet.
€. 50 Howling gale and white out. 11.30 tents started breaking away°
12,00 Had packed up and cramponned into the Col, and down the
glacier. Some rock avalaaches near Lznes could have proved serious.
Got blown past Agnes and washed down to McCoy Hut 6 CoM.C's and 2
shooters in the hut - venison for tea. :
27/12/63 Friday: F¥Fine woather in valley but still foul on the
tops. Spent day drying out, re-alliocating food etec., - Finally
moved back upstream to camp under a rock by Agnes Bivy. Hope to
get up to Perth Col and *he Carden of Bder. tcrorrow.
23/12,/63 Saturday: Ieft rock bivouac et 7.00 a.m. Drocezded
up right lateral moraine and up the Wee lcGregor glacier. Moved
on to Perth Col. at 11 z.m. in heavy rist which turned to a white:’
cut. A snow cave evacuat=d by a pariy of Tararuas was ouickly '
enlarged and occupicd - uit the sack earliy.
"9/12/65 Sunday: Another white-out. Spent tihc day in the sack.
20/12/63 Monday: bries eak in the weather abled us to Cleb
Mt. Brker (10 minutes from our cave) Good viowg of the Garden of
Tden.  Obscerved 12 c“im%nﬂo clinging to ¥%t. Tyndall. Decided to
attempt Mt. Outram (7,80C° Spent 7 hours clinging to broken
rcck, soft snow etc., to urrive back at the cave rather defeated
and dejected.
%1 /12/63 Tuesday: White-out conditions with cnow fllllng up the,
rmel entrance, 2 membors of the party are considering making
‘heir exit to the West Const vis the Devrtl Glacier and river.
Tenight i1s New Ye r's Dve and have 1i% t’" to celebrate in the way
of climbs or clirbing prospccis.
1/1/6L chnesdayh Stiill snowing hesvily. Conditions are really
abnormal° The procoects of moving ouvt in this weather dces not
helip one's morale. The czve elmost looks 1iwe the Black Hole of
Celcutta, what with the Toul air, alnklﬂg siecping benches, wet
spots in the ceiling and accutulated waste in the entrance

%)“ CO
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+ the cold! It is interesting to note the efforts of those who
are forced to retire outside for a short and necessary period.
shovel in hand the brave six made their exit in a flurry of snow
to return a littie later cold, wet, and disillusioned about the
heavy weather outside - but oh! the relief! L

Hope to move down into the Perth tomorrow - no hope of climb-
ing now. The coffee had turned up at last. Ovaltine was getting
monotonous and nsuseating after a while.
2/1/6lL Thursday: This was the day of my initiation into West
Coast river technology and bush travel. Breakfast at 5.30 a.m.
then leaving the cave at 7.30, we roped up and cramponned down
the Perth Glacier in cold white-out conditions. The new powdered
snow made going difficult over the rocky moraine and the hidden
crevasses., Keeping to the left bank, we bashed our way through
heavy sub-alpine bush on to the snow grass terrace by Adverse
Oreck. Just below Tarn creeck, we located a cave (6 hours from
the Col.) and promptly set about making oursevles comfortable.

A roaring fire roused our spirits, but a cold night in wet gear
soon doused them.

3/1/6lL Friday: A day in the sack with the rain pouring écwn

and the river thundering below - the wet West Coast is aptly

named, - : :

4/1/6lL Saturday: We are still looking out over the river through

a curtain of rain to the¢ roaring river, the mist swept peaks. A
Gismal day playing cards etc., A morale-boosting flash of sunlight
appearcd at sunset, but only for a brief watcry period.

5/1/6L Sunday: Today saw us on the move again. At 8.30 a.m. we -
moved down the Perth river in breaking weather. After alternate
spells of river travel and bush bashing, we arrived at the
junction of Scone Creek (5% hours). A camp was made downstream
of the junction, but the wecather closed again giving us another
wet night in the Derth valley.
6/1/6L4 Monday: Devouring some excess food we broke camp at
1la.m. amid claps of thunder to reach Nolan's hut by the Perth
river, A confusion in times and incorrect maps led to one
member of the party spending a wet night in the bush. After
bypassing the hut. The following morning saw him back at the
hut, tired, but wiser!
7/1/6L Tuesday: Dragging oursclves away from the Hut by 11.30 a.m
heading for the main West Coast road by Whataroa. Two hours of
paddling in knee-deep mud in a cattle track s-w us at the
YThataroa river. It was in heavy flood and looked very awsome.
Then with hesvy thunder and frequent flashes of lightning, a
cloud burst dropped its contents on the Vhataroa river and its
tributaries. Small streams became uncrossable torrents whipped
by gale force winds from down valley, lesving one member strand-
e¢d on the wrong side of Alpheas Creck, with a few hours of
daylight left. We camped by the last creek only 30 minutes
from the road. 3 hours later saw all of our party together again
much to everyone's relief. An electrical storm continued all
night showing us how puny we are.
8/1/6L Wednesday: A wetery dawn and mosquitoes forced us out
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to the Whataroa bridge at 6.30 a.m. The flooded streams were
now mere trickles.

Catching a bus to Hokitika saw us on our first leg of our
journey home again.

Although our sojourn into the Alps was not remarkable for its
good weather, it was remarkable for its variety, its extremes of
conditions and humen experiences, and thGSL must remaln 1nva1uable '
to us in the future.

A, Corbin and 5 Hutt Valley T.C. members.
FOR“QTRY TRI“S

Doronui 15-18 Nov° 1963 A vigit to the site of Mavis's depr hide

on a knoll up the Mangapapa valley wheré a mass of hut material

has been dumped by helicopter. Marked a track upstream to pick’
up' the blazes at the toe of the-ridge leading south to the Harkness
or sidling ecast 1nto the Mangatainoka saddle.

- Ellis's Hut k-6 Feb 196L My intention was to continue the llne we,
were cuttlng last May mainly to age more rimu stumps by ring -
counting and also to see how the secdlings were coming away on .
~the ground scarified by bulldozing 12 months ago. The rimu stumps
are getting so rotten that few ring counts are better than an
informed guess - dlSSappOlntlngo Drove the Minx to the door of
Ellis's Hut. . ‘

Castle Rock 11-13 Feb. Dlane tabling in the vicinity of Mavis's -
hide, which is close to castle rock itself but over an hour
beyond the so-called Castle Rock bivvy. There are the remains

of ean earlier musterer s whare buried in the scrub near thls blvvyo

?oronul—Harkness 14~21 Feb Mavis's party came out for the nlght
then took off up the Taupo road in the morning to do the same
plane tabling job at the Mangapapa hide. That finished we
investigated a low-level route across to the Ngaawapurua by
following the main Mangapapa to - its head. ' This was practicable
cnough but very slow, so we returned by the very direct. leading
rodge. The recent 6 bunk hut is inconveniently sited for
gencral use, being the best part  of an hour down from the

head of the tussock and poked away up a side creeke.

“N.L.E.
PRIVATE TRID :

Lion Mountaln 22 Dec 1963 A private trip with members of th&

Thangarei Tramping Club through 2nd growth bush to a 1250ft

viewpoint, between two fantastlc volcanlc crags, Manaia and
Bream Head. . ~ CN.L.T




28,
TATA RA-4-KINA SEARCH. ,(For detailed report see pages 10-21).

4n unsuccessful search like this is a mystifving and distressing experience
for everyone ‘¢éoncerned with it. This is no place for a detailedvreport but some
aspects of it can be usefully explalned.

4 hunter left his mates on the morning of Easter Monday, went off o get a
shot and . wvanished. The weather stayed fine for most of that week and the country
was not mote than ordinarily difficult. The first thought naturally was that he
had met with an accident near where he was last seen, but after some days as the -
search area was extended traces of him were found further in the bush and he was
apparently still on his feet. These clues were fairly certain as his boot soles
haed an unusual pattern and, more definitely, two .270 cartridge cases which were
found matched his rifle.

Ho had then been in five days, the clues were no longer fresh and led to
dead ends. Further clues reported after the first search had been closed, raised - -~
hopes of a definite lead and the search was resumed to follow this on a more:intensive
and methodical basis, but no fresh clues were found, time was running out, searchers
were becoming exhausted, and no further organized search could be justified. :
Frivate parties will still go in to check on something unusual or to follow hunches,
but that is alla The search as such has failed.

Searchers go into the country to find a man who will be trying to find his way
out. If both thought alike they would #icet, probably at the bush edge; but when
they don't think alike there is a2 search on. it first it is rather like.a game of
hide and seek, but as the days po by and the obvious moves fail, the searchers have
to think of odder .and odder things the missing man must have done.

This is no fun with a human life invalved; searchers are working under a:
considerable strain, flogging themselves along and in the end are left with the
nagping feeling that they could have done a bit more, or tackled somethlng dlfferently;
Practically the whole of this search area lies éast of the hokomokonul Vallev
which you look up from the Double Crossing on the Taupo Road. The Tutira map (N 114)
does not show ridges and the logging roads are not up. to date by 5-or 6 vears but
the creeks and gullies have been plotted from aerial photos, There are two main
streams east of the Mokomokonui and roughly parallel to it (that is running south) - . .

the knngakdra and the Poamoko, before you come to the edge of the bush at thb
tiohaka Kiver. ‘

It was in the middle wvalley, the iiangakara, that the main evidence was.found
but only on the fifth day of his disappearance. He appeared to have moved down the
valley till he came to = high waterfall and then turned back. = The weather had been
fine and mild and with such definite landmarks as the sharp peaks of Tataraskina to
the west and the Maungaharuru Range across the liohaka, it was difficult to imagine
that anyone could stay lost within 2-3 hours' travel of the logging roads.

There was of course the likelihood that the missing man had moved east or notth
ahead of the official search, but private parties going in from Tutira, Waikoau, and .
Glenf-lls and Waitere Stations had independently reconnoitred: s wide stretch of
country on that side without finding any. trace of his having moved out of the
Iangakara Valley. '

The peculiar féature of this search is that it began as almost a contact search
run bv day parties of experienced bushmen in numbers which increased to nearly 100 by
the fifth day when the Mangakara clues were found. lhen these clues gave no quick
solution we were in a disagreesble position. S.4.R. had not been called in but
practically all the manpower it could depénd on, radio, trampers, deerstalkers, had
already become involved and were not quickly available. Had S.A.R. organisation
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been called on at this stage it was: falrly certaln that fresh teams would have
had to be called in from outside.districts, turning it into practically a class
111 search. - which would of course have to be decided on in Wellington. Luckily
Hugh Elder, who has had varied experience of search and rescue work in the
Wellingten district , was just.them-on his way south and -was in a position to
explain the situation fully to Bill Bridge, the Mountain Clubs' representative
on S.A.R. This resulted in his visit to the dlstrlct during the second stagé .
of the search, which was in effect a hastily arranged class 11 search in a limited
area using such men s were immediately available. .
He was able to see for himself where the local organlsatlon had broken .
down and we can hope that one gain from his visit will be to bring us nearer to
Tararua standards for future searches, in common: sense even if not in numbers.

-~

The second stage search came on the ninth.and tenth days with a sweep of
the area towards which the clues (already several days old) pointed; the
reconnaissance stage was still proceeding up to the close of the search the
Gisborne parties reaching the Mohaka Kkiver on the twelfth day.

"4 hundred experienced bushmen" is the old story again on a larger scdle
than ususal. Everyone likes to think of himself as an experlenced bushman, but ... .
who judges the experience? Are people who can't face a night in the bush exp- -
erienced, or those who can travel through the bush but can't say where they've
been or descrlbe what they've seen?.

The club parties were only a drop in the bucket and didn't make much of & S

show amongst the assembled talent, but their value was that they had hsd sxper—

ience of real or practice searches, knew some of the snags, could carry out T

instructions, read maps and were able to look .after themselves. Few 'people: .
bother to turn out. for a practice search. "It'll be right on the day". Tatara-
a-kina was one of the days when it was not right. That all parties got out on

the last two nights with the weather shutting down was quite a feat, even if it
included a certain amount of luck.

One or two matters particularly affecting the H.T.C. should be mentioned
here. As most of you will know, we sént parties in when we were asked but lost
touch with them almost completely till the girls went up. We -were. left Wlth
only skeletonic search orgQleatlon and no information.  Those members and ex-
members who came out early could give information which was urgent.and valuable
about what was happening. Qur thanks are due to those who rang up one or-other
of the search committee. Another useful thing o0ld members could do in an emerg-
ency would be to ring up and put their names.on a sort of.stand-by list.,’ &

case arose .after the search had officially finished where Bill Wilkie was worry-
ing about a possible smoke signal., =~ All he wanted was somebody to sit on a spur ..
and give him a line on andther spur, but we had no one on hand, and Bill, being -
Bill, went in alone, which is not aeccording t« the book.

In conclusion, the official responsibility for a .search rests with the
police; our responsibility is'no doubt a minor one officially but it is of a .
different nature. People who go into the ranges have a sense of hrotherhood, -~ -
very like the brotherhood of the sea.  The official mind is slow to grasp this, . .
and is always beilrg surprised at what volunteers can do not belng hampered by ‘
red tape. . The label on the tin Is not important when there is .a real emergenyy.kf
Hountain Search and Regcue is not a sort of illegitimate extension of Sea Air
Rescue. Collaboration between police, the mountain clubs and radio emergency
corps had been established for 30 vears or so. It may not look much on paper

but 1t works, and if the Police will use it thev can rely on loyal support under
their unquestioned authority. :

N.L.E.




Party (1):

Alan Berry
Fhil Bayens
Peter Lewis
Martin Conway
Chris Johnson
Bill lMorison
Eoy Peacosk
Jim Price

Jim Wilshere -

30.

H.T.C. SEAKCH PARTIES,

~Party (2):

Chris Johnson

Tony Collins
Roy Peacock

... Len Hodgson
Jack wvan Bavel
- Tan Berry.

Russell Berry
Peter Linnell
Jim Price

35 members and ex-members of the Club assisted with the search:-

Party (3):- augmenting Party 2
- for last day -

Jim Glass .

Bob Wioon

Colin Hope

Dempster Thompson -

" Ian Stirling
Phil Bayens

Peter Pattullo
Owen Brown

Derek Boshier
Peter Lewis
Alan Berry

Tony Collins
Stan Woon

Bob #floon

Tan Stirling
Peter Pattullo

Heather McKay ) at
Annette Tremewan ) Base.

Nancy Tanner. )
kath Berry ) at

Nancy Tanner g at
Annette Tremewan ) Base.

Kath Berry Base.

dome Base:

Norm Elder, Janet Lloyd.

#With other pazﬁies: Athol Mace, Des Coote, Ndprie Johnson.

delen Hill and Nigel Thompson also helped drawing in ridges on the meps.
m—oU0-=

'S0CIa&L  NEWS,

Birth: To George and-Sue Lowe, Santiago, a son.

Departures: David Evans and Ken Tustin to Forestry Schocl at Kotorua.
' Tony Corbin to, Wellington.
Madge & Bert McConnell to Ireland. -
Jeff Lynn 1s now at the Keefton Ranger School for Natlonal Park Rangers.

Death It is with deep regret that we record the death of large Holt. Marge
joined the club in its early days and for seme time did all the typlng
for "Pohokura". ~ She was a keen supporter of Uld Members' picnics. e shall miss

her cheerful enthu31asm. We .extend our sympathy to Les, also to Sally and John.

Ne weloome to the club:~

New  lembers : ‘ O
T finston Oliver (Jr.), Dempster Thompson (Jr.), &lan Culver (Jr‘){

New wbmbers for boc1al Committee:

-At a recent meeting of the Executive, Colln Hope
and Barbara Butler were: app01nted to the Soc¢ial Committee.. One vacdncy dated from
the Annual Generail Meetlng, the other was caused by Tony Corbin's reslgnation on
returning to Welllngton. : ;

: £

anzac Day Poppies:

Please hand your popples in to Annette. Thev are used to make
the wreath for the Cairn in November.,



Sweetcorn:
- - There were two plcklng partles, one numbering 11 held prior to the
club trip of 19/1/64 as reported, the other numbering 8, held on 26{1/64. Those
th:Lng Jart in the latter were =

Norm Elder, Chrlstopher Garnett, J1m Glass,

Janet bloyd, Noel Evans, Graeme Evans, Tony Corbin, nNancy Tanner.
“Kath Berry and-Naney Tanner also picked some for private orders. -

.Frost damage resulted in a2 much smaller crop than usual. The ‘gross
taklngs ceme to about £40, but this won't do much more than cover expenses.

Kecoghition of the Mogrcock Junction.:

Two partles coming ocut down the TuKltukl from Daphne have had trouble:
recognlblng the Moorcook,

Look for a group of plne trees on the true left bank. The river also
takes 2 left hand sweep and runs below a spur that ends in s deflnlte bump.k
The Moorcock runs from behind this spur. »

Read vour GRoute Guide for an estlmate of tlmes for vour trlp. It
should be in your pack along with the LATEST "Safetv in the Nountalns .

SANEKEXKKEL KKK KKK : : IR+ ¢ XMMMMAM’/JM
X OVERDUE TRAMPERS.

411 Active Trampers =~ please show this to your parents!

X -
£ If a club party at any time becomes overdue, would parents or
X members please first contact one of the following

X

X Norman Elder 'phone 77.924

X Alan Berry 'phone 77.223

X Mrs. Janet Lloyd 'phone 87.666 .

3 MRS

X

x

X

‘><2><“K><; NNMNNNMMN‘«

X KX XA KKXEXXLLLR LI H LKL EXRRRE XX AXKFR T I IR KR KKK KKK R L AKX KKK AL AR KR KX T XX KKK KTRXK




1964'
Dates

May 23-24th

May 30- June 1
Queens Bfday

‘June Tth

June 20-21st

July 5th

July'18<19th

Lugust 2nd

Aug. 15-16th

August 30th

Sept. 12-13th

H.Beo:

Kaweka Hut.

32,

FIXTURE LIST

Trips
Ohuka Hut from Taraponui via Tutira.

Kahuranaki

or on the trip.
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Frivate Trips.
Search review -

_No-lMans via Grass
. Herricks -

? Working Party.

y Knob - Spur,

H ukanui via BallsJ01eafing

Hinerua Hut, Paemutu. Snoweraft.
Castle Rock, Gold €reek. (Blowhard)
Howletts, Sawtooth.

East Face "66" or up "67"

Hawkston, Don Juan, Lotkow Hut,
Gorge Stream.

- Map.

N.L.E,

H.T.C. search-parties

Social News
New Members

Social Committes

Anzac Poppiles.

Sweetcorn

Moorcock Junction
Overdue Trampers.

"Leaders

Heather
McKay

Rusée’ll o

Berry: L
"Noel Evans

Jim Glass

Barbara

Butler

“‘Maufy Taylor n

Phil Bayens
Alan Berry
Roy Peacock

Peter Lewis

" Fares

14/

107-

/-

9/-

10/~

10/~

9/-
10/-
10/~

9/-

These fares are reducible by 2/4 if paid at the meeting before,



