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PRIVATE TRIPS

TRIPLEX CREEX to HIWERUA HUT

July 23-24th.

We left the car at Triplex creek and set off at 6.10am
(still dark then, too). It was quite light when we changed at
the Waipawa river and set off at 7.10am. There had been a cold
wind coming down the river so we stopped in the sunshine just
below the saddle for a meal and added some of our wardrobe to
our persons. Up to the YWaipawa saddle (9.45am) and up Three Johns
and on to trig g9 from where we had an excellent view of Ruapehu.
The weather report at this stage: cold westerly wind, clouds scream-
ing over just above us but reasonably sunny. The Liangaweka range
had patchy snow on it and was vieible through breaks in the clouds.

unchtime, 11.1l5am, say us halfway between "69" and
Horth Rang% and weabher repoft time v?a trgnsgstor radio) maw us

halfway between lorth kKangi and South Rangi. There was hardly

any snow and what there was, was hard. %We negotiated the tricky
nart of the ridge off South Rangi quite easily and wandered along
to the low saddle. From there we climbed up to the rocky.Gendar-
mes on the ridge. These were by-passed by skirting to the west,
around the first one and then up the rocky gut between the two,
climbing over the remainder of the second and down on to the ridge.
e From this point we climbed onto the Paemutu ridge reaching
it about 2.3Q0pm, (having a view of the sea on both sides of the
Horth Island). Ve proceeded to tke Hinerua ridge end encountering
ice and hard snow which necessitated some step cutting. At 3.15pm
we left the tops (after putting a red flag 2'6" long on 4 pole on
‘a calrn which was there) and made our way down Hinerua ridge. The
- three of us now discovered we were suffering from exhaustion and
€Xposure so we stacked chocolate and oranges down the hatch, had a
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much needed rect and then slowly degcended to Hinerua hut and
there ended an llhour day trip.
We hit the bunks soon after tea qnd slent rlght through

t11l1l about 8.0am. The weather was still doubtful on the tops =0
we worked out a low level route back to Triplex creek. e followed
the Hinerua ridge ¥ight down to the end and dropped into Smith's
creek which we fOllOWud a little way to the valpawa river. After
despatching a troublesome oposgum with ice-axes we continued up tho
river, past lMicdle creek and then tackled the gorge. This took a
full hour to navigate and was most interesting. After about 20
minutee walk to the road head from the gorge we had a rest and then
ambled back to Triplex creek. Sunday's trip from TIinerua hut took
about gix hours.

- A moet enjoyable trip, most excellent and well worth thea
effort.

“avigator & Pilot - N. Thompson, Co-Pilot - C. Hargreaves
Rear-Gunner - Bob Adars.

TWO EACURSIVIS 0.4 T WANGANUI RIVER

Jo)

. Haster &
‘Gueen's Birthday 1960

A mountainous country, New Zealand, with few extensive
plains. Eivere, like the Tukituki, which once took boats as far
as Waipawa can now carry a canoe, 9" draft, and then not around
tre walkamaka Bridge area. There are one or two rivers e.g. the
wailkato, which will still Bear a boat drawing 2 feet, I should say,
as far as the Karapiro Dam, 100 miles. But no New Zealand navig-
able rivers flow continuously through such scenic country as does
the Wanganul. The decay of our rivers is of course due to the
cutting down of back country bush and overgrazing by introduced
marmals. Drosion results in quick run-off of rain water and a
subsequent uneven river flow with flooding and silting°

iy brother owns a 12'6" dinghy with 7% hp. outboard:
motor, It draws loaded about 15 to 18". Two days at Baster saw
e boat up about 25 miles from Vanganui city past the willows
colouring on the banks. For at least 15 miles the river is tidal
and is at least 6 feet deep. - Then came the firet rapid and a
csuccesglion of them at about mile intervals The 6 m.p.h. the
motor gave was reduccd to 1 and we crawlbd vast the foaming rocks
In one spot we got out and man-hauled the boat after snagging The
DPOUCllOP on the bottom. ‘ie learned later the watzr there at Te

‘imu should have been at least three feet but the river at Raster
wag as low as 1t had been for 30 years. : R

On. the second trip, threﬂ 2f us this time, launched the
toat at the upper limit of our first two days trip - at the one
1aunch1ng site we found in the whole 50 miles explored. This time
the river was three feet higher but the beautlful sunshine was .
substituted for a light (once not so light!) drizzle. An excellent
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syetem of one man at the engine, one up forward steering, one
testing the bottom with a paddle and rowing like mad in the worst
rapids and you have a picture of our crew. Twice however two'Qf
the crew walked the bank while Xalmer rode the rapid in style.

e breezed into Jerusalem, a lovely spot on high banks,
then up placid waters for several miles. At 1lpm second day,
within 3 miles of our first big goal, Pipiriki, we turned round
and we chased down river at the tremendous speed of 8 m.p.h. (2
m.p.he up) by.a rain shower. We passed the blackberry and skin
infested hut where we gnent the previous night within a couple
of hours and made the getting out spot at 5, leaving an hour to
-coax the boat on trailer up the slippery track to the road.
Altogether great fun for aguatic gymnasts. We're going
~back if I can persuade my brother to hang on to that boat.

Hal Cristian
---00000---

ROCK CLILBING - TITAHI 3AY

16-17th July 1960

: 8ix eager H.T.C. bods boarded the late Friday night
‘railcar to VWellington for a weekend of rock climbing at Titahi

Bay. Although our seats were booked only to Paekak. we managed

to scrounge some extra miles out of the N.Z.EK. and were put down

at Porirua about 3am. Our aim had been to spend the remainder of
the night at the Porirua station but finding it locked, decided to
~.camp in a football field which we had been led to belleve was

- situated close by. BEventually after two of us had stumbled into

- a piece of boggy reclamation land with a very stagnant smell, we
~~reached the field only to find it too wet to camp in. As we

walked down the road in the direction of Titahi a liellington prowl
‘car pulled 'up, and after explaining our position he kindly took

our packs and 1 bod up to Titahi and later dropped him back with

us to walk the 5 miles up to the Broadcasting Station where we
camped for the night (what was left of it). v ,

' Next morning we wakened to the hideous row of a couple
of earthmovers working on a hillside close by. As we were packing
up a crowd of Hutt Valley's arrived and together we wandered down
- to the beach where we found some eager types already half way up
~the cliff. After a brew we were ready to start. For some of us it
was our first go at rock climbing and we were enlightened on the
basic principles, which we then practiced on a fairly easy face.
It became apparent after a while who were born climbers and who
weren't. Saturday afternoon the weather began to decline and about
4 o'clock it started raining. After some stew most bodies crawled
into their sacks and people kept arriving at the cave at various
intervals up till 9 pm. They were mostly Hutt V's one or two T.T.C'se
and even a couple of Varsity types made an appearance. There was a
bit of a gale during the night and we were wakened once to the
Cries of bods chasing after billy lids!
Next morning was wet and windy (typical Wellington weather)
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but later cleared to a reasonable sort of day. The morning was
taken up with bods practising double roping and attempting to .
climb a formidable looking chimmey, also Ian Powell (former H.T.C.)
gave a couple of us some very valuable tuition .in rock climbing.

YWe took off for Titahi about lpm. getting there in time
to catch the bus to Porirua where we cought the unit to Paekak.
and thea the railcar home. Titahi Bay provided a very large scooe
in rock climbing and everyone had a very interesting time.

-0. 1in party : 6 Leader:s John Fabian
snnette Tremewan, .iargaret ison, Gae Lobban, Joan Jewey, John

Blundell.
. ===00000===

TIWAHANGA - LOG CABIW - WGAMATEA -
. © Queen's Birthday

Five of us in two cars made our leisurely way to Tima-
hanga where, after a look at the old Boyd's homestead, we spent -
the night - made hideous by scuttling 'possums, rate, and snoress
On Sunday the three younger members set off for Log Cabin in.
lowering weather. -4 pleasant trip at first through bush, then a.
haul up on to the Hogget and along to the trig (invisible), thence
down to Log Cabin. Thie took us four hours including a short dry
stop to stoke up the engines. 3 o '

The intention was, weather permitting, to come out over
Te Iringa next day where a car would be left for us. However, the
weather was not promising with low cloud on kalmanawas and Kawckas.
Log Cabin was obViously Occupied by 3 decsrstalkers Eabsent at 1.30
one ), a dog, transistor radio, =ad haunches of venison dan%liﬁ%
fron the rafters. Rlesewhere seemed preferable - but where%.. After
consulting the routc guide we decided gamatea station to be our
best bet. We boiled up.at the Tarusrau and arrived at gamatea
Just on dark - four hours from Log Cabin including the hour-long
boil up. The Roberte were in town, but the caretaker gave us a.
welcome hot meal and after ringing Timahanga to report our where-
abouts, we spent a comfortable night in the shearers quarters.

Rex Chaplin had brought a carload out on Sunday to join .
the Timahanga party and they all spent a day exploring Boyd's bush. \

kain set in ‘early on iionday making the 7 mile access road =~
t> Ngamatea impracticable for cars, so we set out on foot and slog-
ged the 2 hours out to the road. 4 ghort walk further and we were
met by our transport for a more comfortable and spz2edier mode of
transport; and so home. . ‘

Ioc Bathgate, Father Callaghan, Rod Gallen, Zugh Lattey, ‘Tancy
Tanner. o v : : .
~=—00000~=~
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FORISTRY TRIPS

Donald. 2-4th lay"

v Two iiainlanders had come up to look at tussock and water-
Tays, so I gate-crashed. The idea had been to go in by way of the
Donald and come out over the tops to Swamp Cottage, but the weather
wag g0 discouraging that we made a closger acquaintance with water-
ways than with tussock. The Tutaekuri and Donald were up but man-
ageable - except for one ford above the Lotkow turn-off where we
all took a ducking. 4 recent cut follows up the next spur up-
stream on to the main Black Birch crest.. After a night at the
Jdakahu Saddle the weather was still so uninviting that we Jjust did
some poking about and came home via Puketitiri. One interesting
find: what appear to be flakes of charcoal in the Taupo ash above.
thc sacddle are mainly blackened beech léaves. S .

———0UO ==

AD ELAIDE BUSHWALKIRS

‘When I heard that thare was a Bushwalkers' meethg on

in town I got Ron to take me along. This was helé in the National o
Piltnese Council building which overlooks part of the belt of park- -
land which surrounds the original city, and 1bpears»to'beAaggon4‘”
venient centre for various outdoor organigzations, but I didn o
Tind out Jjust what. The Bushwalkers hire & room about the blZP of.
oure for 15/- a‘meeting with much the same facilities. It wag a’
breath of home. A mob mllllng round nattering and looking at
snape, the chairman arrives late and after a certain amount of
uellow1ng the unroar subsides and. the meer1n5 officially starts

There were about 40 bods preésent with a. smaller DPODOP+-
ion of glrls and the men rather older compared Wlth the H. L,C.-“y .
impression was that a 30-35 year o0ld group was characterlstlc,‘ ng-
oertalnly there was nothing to correspond with our erggllng Junlo*
mernbership. From what 1 can gather the membership is largely madc
up of "foreigners" working in Adelaide, that is to say Tasmaniang;
Victorians, and at least one H.Zedder, Sue Greenwood, ex-lelgou
and C.U.C.T.C. Adelaide is no® surrounded by very good tram01ng
country. The forested iit. Lofty Range (30u0') lies immediately"
above the city in much the same relation as the Waltakeres to
Auckland, and there is the Flinders Range to the north running out

into arid country and rising toward the 4000ft mark 300 miles oub.
Summer temperatures run pretty high and drinking water is quite a
problem. From snaps, large plastic water contq1n@ra are standard
equipment at all times of the year.

The meeting started with an aooeal from a nature lovor
for volunteers for treu—olantlng. ‘It seems that a number of small
scenic reserves, picnic grounds really, of about 40 acres have been
donated and the idea is partly to plant these up where regeneratloﬂ
ie inadequate and also to beautifly them with the more showy plants.
It sounde rather like the sort of jobs that the H.T.C. did OHEtlLQ P
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planting in the gullies of Te ilata Park. Next came. a.talk on map-
reading, corresponding to our 10 minute talks, but more detailed,
with a good deal on the interpretation of contour lines - perhaps
they run 'to better maps than we do, although their own maps as
far as I saw are.much. like our own. Their relations with the
Survey Department are much the same as ours,:and like us they try
"to apply native names where these can be ascertained. A certain
~amount of natter going on in the back row. I found myself sitting
next to a pot—holer (Qbeleologlnt to you) whose commentc were
entertaining.
Then on to the arrangements for Queen's Birthday‘weekend
which is held a week later than ours, a trip to wilpena Pound,
30U road miles, 20 bods, private care. ‘wilpena Pound is an ele-
vated bagin about 12 miles long and 4 wide we¢ll north in the Flin-
dere Range and on the edge of pretty arid country. The rim rises
to 3900£ft and forms an outward-facing barrier of almost continuous
cliff, There are some natural cleabings in it but from photos the
interior is mostly in fairly ovnen bush or scrub, perhaps fairly
thick, There is one gap where the basin drains out and at the
road-head a '‘chalet", which looks pretty posh by our standards.
If I hadn't got myself tied up I would have liked to have tagged
on to this trip. IIo boots - but boots said to be unnecessary.
“.(We flew over it later on our return from Beltana but thec plane
was behlnd time and we could only wee the vague outline in the
dark. 4 bit like the surface of the moon). '
- Supper was rather grandcer than ours with gquite a chow
of cakes and a bob in the same gaucer. - then back to business.
A8 there wds no projector no slides coud be shown. At this stage
L got roped in to give a talk on the H.T.C. Tried to make it
short but when I'd finished I had a lot of questions fired at me.
These of course were mostly on the differences in our set-up.
~‘here wags a good deal of interest in the way we aimed to keep
Pares down, the running of a truck, transport subsidies and money-
raising working parties, also in the HoT.C. policy of carrylng
Junior members at half-sube and half-fares. We also got on to
- search organization, mapping and Brack cutting. Search is not a
s+feature in South Australia, but in the higher forested country of
~Victoria, and I expect in Tasmania the set up is much theé same as

- ~here.. Police support varies in the same way and the Army has

only recently turned to jungle warfare at the bush-edge. Hapoing
goundes much the same, though perhaps their air-cover is more com-
- plete. " They: do a certain amount of track work, again like us,
partly to keep +helr end up, but when I asked about discing I was
told there Weren 't enough trees, so I. ‘suppoee they are mostly in
- scrub.

That a city of nearly oOO QU0 should only qunoort one
club the esize of the n.:.G.,lc a reflection on fthe limited’ tramping
_country around it, but it is a live club. There are also a couple
of other groups, more hikers than ‘trampers I shoulé think, one of
theri run by the J.E.u., [STe) probably more intellectual.

N L. Eldar.
-=—==000--—-
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FEDERATED llJJ] AL U

29th Annual General'meeting ' 28th ilay '6€0.

lirs. h.ﬂ.vDavionﬁ atténded as the H.T.C. delegate and
tne following report is qummarized from a Letter recelved from
er (30-5-60).

&uthorizaﬁiou:, The letter from H.7.C. containing instructions .
only arvived on -the morning of the meeting and did not give for--
‘mal authorization as delegate. Other delegates were in the same
.position. She recommends that T.T.C. requests F.ii.C. to supply
authority forms with notice of annual meeting. - : R

‘Hillary/Lowe Fund: The trustees have closed this fund, handing ‘

~the residue (some £450) over to the H.Z."5.C. Antarctic Expedition.
That no nucleus had. been kept in being was deplored by the out-
going executive and criticised as ‘irrespohsible from the. floor of.
the meeting.  (The history of this fund is that the idea originat--
ed with the F.it.C., that a considerable proportion of it was raisecd
in the Hastings district but that there was opposition to 1t and
Jmethlng amounclng to boycott in some quarteTQQ

Dperstalkers. The N.Z. D.“. had announced that unlé%c»thféé'conditm
iong could be met they were withdrawing from the F.il.C. Two of 7

these were unacceptable, but the third, a more equitable rébreqent»‘ﬁ
ation, wds clearly de51rab169 so to meet this the executive 'intro- -

duced a motion by which H.Z.D.As branches would rank as member
bodies. This motion was passed, but not by the 2/3rds majority
required for an alteration of the constitution. The position now
is that d.Z.DJA. have left the F.il.C. though a majority of the
membeérs would support their admission with increacsed reprecentation.

Jxecutive: As J.Z.D.A. nomine@p Wcre autcmatically- out after fail-
ure of the motion the field was neidersbly reduced., The ballot
gave a strong Wellington nucleus and DrcpondprentlJ mount21neer1nd-
representation. = y :
Secretar At the -moment the executive is without a secretarv.
I*‘uaq been obvious that the volume of work is becoming too great
Lo be coped with by voluntary work, and part time vayment must

be made. At the same time the F.:u.C. ig now faced with a reduced
~income. The position however is not immediately urgent.

i 14»1€bt seral - irom SOTrnAn derdie -

. The caﬂtllever tvne bridge acros s the lanukhu shola ohich had becn wwshed
AR wag rocuilt by tuwelve men with guxris in 2o acurs vorgins from wehth sides.

atcrials aprerr te have been six 28-3u foot poles, parbee lasninss ' od a saciing
Aunierail. k V ‘

-
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CLUB TRIPS

No. 631 |
: EASTER TRIP : KATMANAWAS April 15-18%h

After a sompwhat belated start we-left Hastlngs on the
mornlng of Good Fridav ‘and, picking up another bod in Napier, set
off up the Taupo Road. At the Forestrv settlement iust past the
FPoronul turn-off we tried to get some information about the track
we proposed to take, Taking the wrong turning landed us in a.

metal quarry but eventually we reached our destination, a nlace
called Clement's Camp. We changed into our. tramplng gear and
anjoved the first of manv boll-ups and then set off downh. a sort of
bush highway. - This area was opened up quite a bit a:few vears
ago for the cutting ef posts and battens and is cris-crossed bv a
number of good logging tracks., Most of these are getting a bilt

- overgrown as work had been discontinued here, but the govng was-

prettv good. '

- The Qeneral idea of this trﬂp was to trv and reach Ahipaepae
via the Te Moana Tohohonu. swamps, So we follpwed a track that 1sad
us roughly in a south-westerly direction, but this petered out
after a while and we declded to make for the ridege in front of us,
on which the Te Iringa trig is a prominent point. We climbed up a
" spur that led to this ridge, but we still don't know at what point
ws reached 1t, Heavy bush made orientation difficult and we 4id
- not have a clue whether we hit the ridge north or south of the
point 3610.. Anvway nobodv was vervy worried as none of us had been
in this part of the Kalmanawas before and we expected to get bushed
a few times. We followed the ridge south for a while, but as 1%
was getting late we decided to pitch camp on a nice sheltered flat
rart, Two parties went down each side to try and locate some water
and we found some after a bit of searching about 200 feet down.
We climbed back to get the billies and managed to get most of the
water to the spot where a fire started to blaze, Five tents for

the fourteen bods were soon set up and the stew cooked. Thanks to
girl-guide training this turned out quite eatable In spite of being
dehvdrated and I can recommend the stuff for further long-weekend
trips. The food 1n general was prettv well organized and saved a
"]ot of extra weilght.

Next morning, 1n contrast to a very pleasant sunnv first davy,
we woke up to the steady patter of large raindrops on the tents.
It was not reallv raining, but so close to it that it didn't matter.
Heavy clouds and a strong wind and hardly anv visibllity. We were
not in a great hurry to get going in these conditions and left camp
fairly late in the morning, following the ridge south., As we did
not knew where we had reached the top of the ridge the dav before,
we searched on every pcint for the trig which is supposed to be on
top »f Te Iringa, and the low cloud did not make our orientation
anv easier. ~We finally reached a spot which we thought must be
Te Iringa, but ne trig! 'Al}l we could find was a large number of
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names carved on trees around the top. We could not see much point
in carrving on and trving to locate the route to Ahipaepae in thesse
weather conditions , so decided to scramble down the ridge, that
runs south-east of Te Iringa, supposing we were on this point. So.
down we went -and after some more bush-bashing, cursing the lawyer
that grows qulte well around here, dropped down 1n.a dirty little
creek, which later appeared to be the Mangatoatoa. We went down
+~this for a while, scrambling over and under fallen tree trunks,
. tnrough narrow gorges and sliding down muddv banks, some on their
stomachs which did nothing to improve their looks, until we found
--a nice place to make camp. Plentv of water, 'both in ‘the cresk
and from the sky, but we made a good camp and another brew was seen
cooking. Again we had an early night, after consuming some home-
Qooking, standlna areund the flre in smoke and pouring rain,

. Next morning~1t apreared that the weather had improved, and
e made an early start, deciding to follow the creek out to the on=n
country of Poéronul statlon, which we reached about middav. We
followed the bushline a 1ittle wav north and stopped on a nice sunnv
spot beside a little creek. We-made a fire for a boil-up and dried

. out tents and sleeping bags and all other gear which was still wet

after the previous night's rain. A Vaori couple sarrived and wanted
. to know who we were, ‘where we came from, .etc. Thev had had g lot
of trouble with shooters who had killed sheep ‘and cattle and even

~hsdd. hit one another But they were quite nice flnding we were not
shooters. - : , - e L , _

We folloawed the bushline a little further after lunch and then
. started to climb the same old ridge again, but now from the other

- side, %1ng to travel roughly in the direction of the truck. In
.seme parts of the Kalmanawas the bush is badlv eaten out bv deer
and travelllng 1s quite easy. But then suddenly there is no sign
. of deer and the undergrewth verv vigorous with enough lawver to
make progréss not quite so easy. Bubt we made the top of the ridse
and went down the other side. After a while we came upon some of
‘those logegling tracks. apain and we thought we were getting close to
the spot where ths truck was. But-it got darker and we made camp
on one of thege traoks, whiare water was handv and.also a heap of
Alscarded battens, with which We soon built a blazwng fire.

. The sun was out agaln the next morning and. after breakfast we
Nent to look for the truck, which we thought was onlvy a mile or so

- ‘away. We met a partv of deerstalk@rs going in for a fortnight.

Ihey had not seen our truck .and we wondered about their powers of
observation, but after coming out of the bush we could not see 1t
either., 1In fact we were still miles away from 1t, too far north.
Two of our party wére-quite a wav behind having made a late start
1maving camp. But we thought they weuld £ind out where we were
and follew us, so we tramped off along the bush.and. then decided
to cut through the bush again over, 'a ridge tewards Clement's Camp.
Tie climber ‘e tree on top of the rfﬁge ‘and  saw we had still quite
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a way to go, Down we went and after a few more errors in navigqt~
icn we reached the truck about 2 p.m. Another boil-up and some
mixture.called soup, ‘was soon boiling. This mixture was made up
out of ‘anything that looked like food and contained potatopowder,
cheese, real soup, curried saucé, 0ld bread, marmite ete.  But

i1t tasted surprisingly good. Qur two mﬁssinﬂ members had not
turned up veé} so at about 4 p.m. we climbed in the truck and drove
back down the road hoping to pick them up somewhere along the route,
After a few miles we spotted a couple of tired filgures, tramping do
down the road, Whlon thev had followed in the wrong direction for-
quite a fsw miles - the penalty for slow gction when evervone else
1s readv.to break camp! With =vervone on board we left for
Hastings., We stopped at Tarawera for a fill- sup (petrol) =and
décided to soak off some of the grime of four davs tramping. So

we went down to the hot pool, and was that nice! ThF sh@d is a
bit of & wreck; but the water was dead right.

Back in Hastings about 9 p.m. A nice trip-énd good trainine
in route'findinﬂ with compass and maps. W¥v map was reallv worn ont.

No. in partv 14 ' : Leader Jack - Iandrah¢
- Nancy Tanner, Margaret Mison, Annette Tremewan, Gae Lobban, Johm
RBlurdell, Bob Adams, Peter Carnow, Ken Tustin, Tom Martin, Rex
Chaplin, Grave Shattkv, Jim Beere, '

No. 632 KAWHATAU ~ :  ANZAC WEZKEND ~ April 23-25th.

Three-dav weekends are infrequent and therefore valuable.
The high points of the Hikurangl Range are gt such.a distance
that a normal club trip needs this time. Further the vagaries
of the weather are such that most of the senior members of this
trip had not previously climbed 5287', highest point of this
range and of the Ruahines, ,

" The start from Holt's was shortlv after 6 a.m. and 'brunch!
was enjoved .about 11 a.m. ‘at the top of the Waipawa stream while
the stragglers straggled up. Mist swirled around Rangi and after
a cold lunch on top at 2 p.m., we decided to drop to Rangi saddle
and take the gquick way down (shingle slides) to Rangl Creek and ths
junction with the Kawhatau. 5 p.m., tents up and tea went on in
a plcturesque spot under scattered mountaln beech, A lovely
valley the.Kawhatau, worth a visit, winter or summer. The drizzle
dldn't daunt Bob, whe slept out to leave 15 bods in 5 tents.

With mlst obscurlng the hedght's next morning we packed‘up
leisurely and two groups made for good old Walkamaka Hut. The
later party.needed a li4tle persuasion to don all winter clothlng
for the exposure of a mile or so aleng the Mokal Patea to a polnt
above the hut. A fair amount of wood was cut and the newly
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roofed roofed and. walled iean4£0‘exteﬁsion was muchfappfeciatedi'

Warning: Don't walt to put on protective olothing till vou are so.
cold vou won'ts take off your parka." ‘

Anvway we still have not olimbed Fangaweka. .Whéh 1s the next.
3-dav weekend?. - : S .

ﬁﬁlAigvpértvi lﬁ 3 Co—Léé&érs? Ph%l‘Ravens.:'v
- . : . Hal Fhrwstian, N
Bob Adams, Darek Boqhier, John Blundell, Tohn Luxton, Peter Napwer

Jchn Townsend, Jim Reere, Murrav Harris, Dave Pillings Gravwe
Shattky, Tony Col]ins, Nanovuianner_ Gae Lobban, Anette»Tr@mewan.

No. 633 |  LOTKOW _HUT . - Vay lst.’

Tucked away on tha saddle between the Donald ard Gorge o
streams, Lotkow hut 1s in a corner of the Kawekas not visited by

the club for many moons and as a .result much of the territory to
be covered was new to all of -the partv. :

The route via Middle Range, Gorge Stream and Jackson Creek
discards the personal comfort of drv feet for the proven maxim
that a straight line is the shortest distante.  The travelling
down Gorge Stream 1s alternatelv wet and dry as one splashes
across, follows the well defined track over a neck of land and
then splashes once more through the stréam coming back on the"
other tack. Jackson Creek, which leads almost to the hut door-
from a point near where Gorge Stream turns abruptlv Rast, on the -
otler hand does not even offer this variety - the traqk“is“prettv
well straight up the middle. -

Lotkow, unlike manv of the other huts recentlw erected‘bv :

Forescry in the Kawekas 1s wooden framed, but otherwise dﬂff@rq
little,

After lunch we scrabbled our wav ur a rough scree face of
one of the Black Birch offshoots and headed northwards apa*n.
Although marked and cut in places, the route provided a blt of
acrub crushing, but in due ceurse we all arrived on top of the -
Birch proper. The dav was dismal and the hour late so we scurried
along the tops to the Makahu track 1n next to no time, noting
briefly as we passed, a fairlv healthv looking plantatipon of young
pinex towards the lower end of th@ Birch.

Darkness was ‘well and trulv upon us bv the time we reached the
truck at 6.15 p.m.
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No. In Party: 12, o Leader: Alan Berrv

Joy Salt, Annette TrémeWah' Hal Christian, Kem Tustin, Peter Napier,

Peter Curnow, John Townqend Jim Beere, Derék Boshiler, David Evans,

No. 634 ~ MAKARORQ RIVER : COLENSO'S SPUR May 29th

After ons of the usual 6 o'clock starts which leave at 6;301
we.headed. for the;Makaroro

It was a cold morning, “but the river was even colder; ‘and
- agonlzed squeals announced that the girls had-stepred into the -
water, We pushed on upstream to the font of Colenso's Spur,
and after a stop to wring out socks, and have a bite to eat we

began the climb., After much groaning and gruntlng, all arrwved
at Colenso's Camp. ,

.Fortified by a boll-up, the more energetic types went for a
quick run. further up, getting as far as the deer-wallow befpre - .
turning back. We left the camp at three o'clock, headed back
down the spur and down the river, arriving at the truck fust es
darkness was falling.

s st 540 . e 3 o

No. in Partv- 20 - R R 'Leader* 'Keith arratt

Annette. Tremewan, Narﬁaret ¥ison, Glenis Pirle, Gae Lobban :
Glenda -Robb, Naida Robb, Peter Napier, John Townsend,Cv Wargreawﬂs,
Nigel:Thompson, Peter Curnow, David Bvans, ¥en Tustin, Peanut Prace
Graham “Evans, John Rlundell, Derek Boshier, Des Coote, .Ken
Carmichsgel.,- : ' oo

No 635. ' . MAKINO : QUEEN'S BIRTEDAY ~  June gﬁéth.

Tarly Saturdav morning the truck took us out to Cook's.:
Cottage and arranged to pick us up. at Kuripapango as the driver
haé to come ‘back to town., We setb off In excellent weather and
- after a stopat 'the Nangatutunul stream and on the saddle above
we arrived at the Maklno Hut at ‘about 3,15 p.m. A large group .
discussion and a unanimous vote sent'5 fit tvpes on to look for
Ballard Hut w1th the rest of the rartv follon:ng at a slowwr :
‘vace, "

F The two parties met 1uqt on dark on a knob just above the :

bushline; the fit party touldn't finf the hut and no one kney .

what its actual position was. The mist came down, the wind

began to blow and the party was quité tired, so we retreated.
back along the ridge *nto the bush and camped tn-a: saddle.
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Next morning the weather was no better SO we all retreated
to the Makino Hut during which several bods caused some concern
b taking off down the: track which leads to the Vakino River,

Two deerstalkers who were in the hut took one look at the .
invasion and scrammed off to the roadhead. We thank them for
giving Maurle Tavlor the message to pick us up at Cook's Cottage.

"On Vondav morning the weather. was still much the saike so we
. all left for Cook's Cottage. We thank Jack Nicolls for accomo-
dation and tea. because we nearly took over hiq plaoe unt*l the

s truck arrlvef

While the truck was in town ‘some person with criminallstleal
tendencies must have memoved the petrol because the truck stopped
for lack of nourishment about 1 -mile - 'past Puketitiri. Mr Bill
Hartrée helped us to get back to the Puketitiril Hotel where we
_got warm and head a2 feed put on by the proprieter's wife for -

which we 1left a little token of our appreciation. We duly obtain-
ed petrol and arrived in.Hastings after a most .rare and wet trip,
(evidence of this was that one of the tents which usuallv welphs
about 3% 1bs, tlpped the scales at 9 1lbs).

-Jo. in partv-)19 oo 5 L Leader N Thompson;

Cvril Hargreaves, Nﬂrgaret Mison, Annette Tremewan, Gae Lobban,

Dick ®ndt, Ken Carmichael, Tonv Corbin, John Townsend,Peter Curnow,

Ken Lustin, John Blundell, Bob Adams, Lionel Ropers, Derek Roshier,
Jim Beere, P=ater Navson, r‘olin R1dding, Henrv Kolff

. . .

No. 636, | RUARINE BUT TRIP. " June 12th.

The truck left Holt's corner at 7.30 a.m., “on - Sundav morning
wWith a lodd cf shivering trampers. A little over an hour's
ride took us 1in to Rig Hill Statlon,

By 9. SO ‘some of. the more energetic of the group were on
top of Big Hill ridge while others were still mentally groaning
at the physical effort required ‘to.get there.¢v Dowm below was
_Big Hill Station'with a multi-coloured.truck parked alongslde

?”7 the dsserted homestead and well bevond was the meandering expamse

of the Ngaruroro River. The rug?ed Whakarara. to the south and
a unique view of the Ruahines in the morning sun to the west,
We trudged up a cart track along the top of Big Hill Ridge and
looked out to the north on the rather: jumbled ridges of the
dispersing Ruahines interwoven bv the streams of the Ngaruroro.

The travk we were following was still wide enough for a
cart to negotiate and led off the side of Blg H11ll 31dge and
down into the manuka-covered vallev. The huts prominentlw
marked on the map turned out to be old holding paddocks with s
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wﬁsoall pond in the centre and amongst a few trees were the remains
‘of an old bivvy camp. The, track led straight on past ‘the paddocks
but finished in a dead end as the fast ones soon found. Another
was found however that began from the paddocks and crossed the
_JValleV then leading northwards along Desolation Rldge on. the fringe
of the manuka scrub, We found a smaller track leading off and up,
in the direction. of Rushine Hut. The track was of dimensions more
~commen to.trampers than the cart track and also tvypical of trampers! -
mountain "roads" in that its beginnings could be easily, missed.

-

Time was getting on and after a couple of false stops a lunch

- 8pot was found that was bathed in sunshine, with running water
nearbv. The billv boiled quicklv and s lunch was enioved bv those
who sti1l had something to eat. (Reason: the twelve o'clock whistle
‘haA gona’ an- hour beforehand)

After lunch thp pertv sought to satisfv 1t- individual tastes,
quv1ng gdzed at Big Hill Ridge durlng lunch some decided on a
reconnaissance of the northern end along s track ‘thev'dq spted out.
Others conscientiously ambled back "truck-wards™ at the speed thew
came out at. Two more fit and experlenced tvpes decided thev'd

. 80, after some more experience. Scorning tracks and leisure thev
headed "off into the manuka scrub and were next sesn headine

- trackwards along th= top of Big Hill Ridge after an interval of
about .3 hours. (Note: theé manuka was splndlv but tall and closelvw
-growing; a gorge with near vertical sides was another obstacle

thev overcame) The remaining fellcws being true trampers promptlv
had forty winks,

At around 4.00 p.m. the different groups were all sighted and
seen to be heading rapldly "truckwards". A short journe¥ to
Hastings ended a most rleasant trip, but in a postmorten it must bse

admitted that the Ruashine Hut survived an attempted H,T.C. invasion.

ﬁg,ip pertv: 18 .;'f o Leeder: John Blundell

511ison Bee, Glenda Robb, Annetté Tremewan,Gae Lobban,Barbara Jackson
Yaire,..., Ken Tustin, P ‘ter Napler, Cv. Hargreaves, Wigel Thomrpson, -
.-Gzorge Bee, Kea Alcock, Brian Fleming, Des Coote, David Smith,

~..Pam Lewls, Hal Christlan.‘.. . _ _ ‘ "

To. 637 | ‘67! SNoWw TRIE - ~June 26th.

. Twelve bodies left Holt's at 6.40 a.m. for the Waipawa River.
we arrived safelv and finally got away at 9.30. A very poor
~+effort, but considering the fact that Saturdav nvght was the first

s Tpst in South Africa it wasn't too bad.

We dragged off: up stream to the. foot of the bush patch where
we changed socks, donned longs, ‘boiled the billy (on a primus)
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and had lunch., Getting a bit soft these davs so had a prlmus
along Instead of hunting-for wood. Eventually 12 somewhat
decrepit bodles crawled on to the saddle and thence up the slopes
to '67', in the mist, visibility about 4/ of 5/8, of not very

- much,  Finally all assembled on top of '67¢ and tried te find a
»special spot we had plcred- out for glissading.

Some of the more darlno ‘types picked out a nilce steep place
and broke a run through the fce - -cap to the soft snow underneath,
Then the fun began with bodles scattered all over various slopes
doing all manner of odd glissades except the correet standing
glissade, It was odd to see bodies doing handsprings, backward
somersaults, tandem, double decker and trains of up to 9 bodies
all gailv screaming ‘down the slopes to end up 1n heaps of snow
covered mangled humanitw at the bottom. It was quite a speotacle,
but one had to move quickly to avohd beine bowled bv the next
madman when all bodles had migrated to one slope.

When it got about 3 0 “clock and everzvone was feeling somewhat
subdued and wet we left the top and burlied off down to the saddle,
down through the -bush, off longs, up pdcks and headed for the
truck Whlcn we reached at derk. =

- Out to Oullins 1t was slip, slide and bump as the track was
really wet and greasy.  Then home, arriving in Hastings at about
8 p.m. after a quite enwovablb tripo The first snow trip of
the season. . :

No, in parvy: 12 Leader: Cv Hargreaves

Annette Tremewan, Gae Lobban, Wargaret Mison, Nigel Thompson,
Keith Garratt, Ken Carmichael, Tony Corbin, HPnrv Kolff, Bob Adams,
~ John Phelps. John Blundsll, o

Mo. 65§ | ' ’ STUDHOLME‘S SADDIF HOT July9-10th.

Hoplng for some snow we 1eft Hastlng after'Cv and T had
slept Fridavy night in"the truck at Holt in an effort to get
an hour's extra sleep. We met Gwo NanaWntu Tramping Club members
on a reconnaissance trip to Kiw!l Hut looking for a good Labour
Week End ‘trip. - The trip stopped at the Tutaekurl River where
" we attempted building a bridge to combat wet feet, but most of

' " the bridge buillders. got wet feet anywav. On to Kaweka Hut and

after a feed and breather tosk off for the tops. A short trip
alorng to Kalsrihl and then drop down to the dog box with the
mist coming down faqt o ,

Snow fell during the nlght and as 1luv was falling at davbreak,
‘uunday, the 1dea of ‘golng up to the calrn was abandoned and at
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10 a.m. the party left to retrace the previous day's steps. Two bods went on to -
Kaweka Hut to boil up while the remainder went along to have a look st Cook's

Horn and then back down to th e Hut. We left the hut at about 3.30 p.m. and

had a fast trip out with a dry crossing of the Tutaekuri River, out to the road
and home ‘at a reasonable time. Comments: Fatchy snow, good trip and excellent
party. : o '

No. in party 10 .Leader: ﬂ;‘Thompson

C. HargfeaveS, Annette Tremewan, Margaret Mison, Gae Lobban; Tony,Cdrbin,-Kén
Tustin, Des. Coote, Bob Adams, Hugh Wilde. ’ B

80CIAL NE WS
Birth: , To Barbara add Maurie Taylor, a Daughter.
Engagement : Glenda Robb to David Smith.
Bereavement : Our sympathy goes out to Joan and Derek Conwdy in the loss of

their 12 day old son.

We welcome back Helen Hill, who has been in England and on the confiﬁehf
for the last two years. We are looking forward to hearing all about it at -
future club evenings. ’

e were pleased to réceive 2 letter from Pam Hansen (nee Dyson), an
absentee member who lives ' in Narraino, Vancouver Island, B.C.

George Lowe is at present in Greenland. He hopes to be home for a short
while at %hristmas.

NEN MEMBERS:
7 We'weleoﬁe.fhe félloWing to the club:-

Peter Curnow (junior), John Townshend (gunior), Lionei Rogé;s (jqnior)
Alison Bee (junior), Derek Boshier (junior), James Bgere (junior), Ken
Tustin (junior), George Prebble. ‘ : ~

- -

CLUB EVENINGS:

Written tests based on "Safety in th Mountains" have been a
novel feature, revealing blanks in the minds of the "old hands" as well as
the"young 'uns", Mr. Hammond gave a talk on Campbell Island. ‘ally Romanes
showed us slides taken on his ascent of Tasman via the Balfour. We had a film
on rock glimbing, and Senior Sergeant Thyne spoke on police work in New Zealand.
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NEW CLUB CAPTAIN

In place of Graeme Hare who was moved to Welllngton, the
committee appointed iaurie Taylor as Club Captain with Keith Garratt as
assistant Club Captain. John Fabian was appointed to the vacant position on
the committee. L : ’ '

TRAUFERS BECOME GRUWERS:

1

Mr. ‘Thompson (iigel's father) has very generously said the
club may have the use of an acre of his land in Brookvale Road for cropping.
ife can now grow, harvest and market our own crop, *nstead of having so many

working parties harvesting other people's crops. A sub-committee consisting
¢t ¥ail Bavens, Jack Landman and Nigel Thompson has been set up and on their -
expert advice we are going to grow sweet corn. #e hope to make quite a profit

from the sale of this.. So when your sub-committee gives the word, rally
rousnd! ’

- ——— kst -

S0CIAL : PRUOUG KA IWMMNE.

Aug. 31st: Parents' Evening.  Films. Ten Minute Talk on gear and food.
Sept. l4th:  Slides by Hdelen Hill.

Sept. 28th: First Aid Dby Mr. Snadden.

Uct. 12th: Annual General #iceting.

Uct. 26th: Films. Ten minute Talk.

fiov. Yth: Variety Evening. Ten #inute Talk.
wov. 23rd: 'Slides by Helen 1111. )

Lec. T7th: Short HMeeting. Then barbecuel

Dec. 16th: Christmas Farty.
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FIXTURE LIGST.

Date: . : Jrip: » Leader: e : . Fare:
Sept. 3-4th: . Howlett's - Otumore. : Hal Christian. - 10/-
Sept. 18th: Lawrence Hut (Blowhard Roeks off _ . :
Taihape Road) = Bot Adams. 10/-
Cet, 1-2nd: Cook's Horn - kock Climbing, based
Kaweka Hut -~ John Fabian. ' 10/~
Get., 1ldth: Smedley,'ﬁakaréra - Gee Lobban. 9/*
Cot, 22-24th: Labour week-end: lount Egmont. Hal Christian & ( to be
' ‘ Philip Bayens ( arranged.
fov. 55-6th: dorseshoe Bend. Barbecue. Climb , 4
' Kahuranaki. argaret mison 6/~
tov. lg-13%th: Cairn Trip, via Makahu ' Stream. Helen Hill. ‘ 1Q/—
: . " ?
fiow. 27th: vystery Tripa.a... Mr.Xf‘W' l.d
ﬁﬂLd ja&ulk&dw».i?&d B»dd?r 'lMuJKthdnllJ“&ta, b
Dee. 10-11%h: Kairakau Beach. ‘ Edna Ansell. : 9/~
P - These fares are reducible by 2/- 1if paid before or on the trip.
------ o00o==mm=-

List Of Qpntenggi

Page 1 - Private Trips.
tage b - Adelaide Bushwalkers.
tage 7 - F.M.C. Annual Meeting.
Fage 8 - Club Trips.
Tage 16 ~ Social sews - New Members =  Club Evenings.
Fage 17 - Hew Club Cartain - Trampers become Growers - Social Programme.

ANNUAL MEETTING.

The 25th Annual General Meeting will be held following the fortnightly
meeting in the Radiant Hall, Warren Strest North, Hastings, on Wednesday October 12th
1960,



