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gocial GommitteeﬁMesdames BE.. Ansell, B« Bayens, Miss Mo'Mison;
Messrs. J. Fabian, K. Garratt, C. Hargreaves




PRESIDENT'S REPORT:

The Club can claim to have had a successful year in that the
membership has been reasonably maintained and the attendance at
Club meetings and on trips have been good.

It was particularly fitting that Norm and Kath Elder should °
be elected 1life members at the last Annual Meeting. Heretaunga
Tramping Club and Norm Elder are synonymous. The Character of
the Club is largely due to his guidance and personality and
where Norm is there Kath is also.

This Club character is built up on a tradition of self
reliance Both in the physical sense and in our financial
arrangements and this should be maintained. :

Probably the main reason why the Club holds together is

- that so many members take an active part in its administration.
Examples of ‘this besides the key posts of club captain, secretary
~-nd treasurer are the trip leaders, the "Pohokura" workers, and
the members who take part in organising or working on truck,

hut and. track maintenance and in the less interesting working
p-rties picking tomatoes or beans.

There are also the providers of entertainment and
instruction at club meetings and we are particularly indebted
under both headings to Wally Romanes %o is at present providing
a valuable course on bushcraft.

A 19&8 - 3 ton Bedford M.L. truck was purchased during the
year., A deck has been added, also sides, and the truck has been
painted, nearly all of this work being done by club members.

A Hastings Boys' High School Tramplng Club has been formed°
We w1sh them success,

CLUB CAPTAIN S REPORT

Search and rescue- When last year s annual report was being

-written the Ridgemount Search was still in progress. (see

"Pohokura" No. 80.) The club organised a further search party )
for the following weekend, but no trace of pilot or plane has

ever been found. The search, in my opinion, went very well and

proved the immense value of portable radio sets. It is . @
essential in a case like this that the person in charge should

know the country to be covered.

Once again the year has gone by with hardly any call on
search and rescue. The club had two elerts:
(1) Three club members were two days overdue. Bad Weather gave
us the obvious resson. (see previous -"Pohokura'),
(2) Pour persons (not club members) were night bound in Rabbit
Gully. They spent a cold night but walked out all right next
day. (see previous "Pohokura")
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Club Trips: 'One trip had been cancelled aving to bad weather.
Apart from that nothing special has happened. Very few private
trips have been run. An encouraging fact is the number of young
people coming out on trips. Working parties to finance the
truck were run successfully bar one.

Accidents: One or two minor oneg have occurred which feqﬂired'a -

few stitches, and the boys conCerned,miEsed‘the schodl,danCe.

General: Of late a new problem had arlsen, namely a shortage of'
truck drivers. After successfully overcoming the transport
problem by purchasing a good truck, we are now short of capable
drivers. On this account we almost had to cancel two trips.
More recruiting is necessary. Another problem, more serious, 1is
a shortage of capable leaders. Two years ago there were more
experienced older members than younger ones. Now the roles have
changed. There is a great number of one year trampers. The
shortage is more apparent on day trips when the numbers go up to
37. It is virtually impossible for a leader to control a party
of this size. It is almost a full time job counting them and
after all the leader comes out to enjoy himself and not to act
as a school master correcting all day. In this case one sub-:
leader, even two, are essential and a little talk Just before
leaving the truck would not do any harm. The leader is .
responsible for" his ®rty, but it is only fair that the party
should show some consideration for its leader. It is all very ..
well to go off by yourself but if you bregk your leg the leader
gets it in the neck although it is your leg, vhich is sSome
compensation for the leader. To become an experienced tramper
it takes some time, but to become familiar with the theoretical
cside I suggest attend the meetings regularly and listen to the ;
10 minute talks. Not only listen to them but absorb them. At~
the moment a very capable man is giving a series of lectures
which are very good and will prove valuable when brought into.
practice in the bush. After all we all had to crawl before we.
started to walk. The sooner you familiarise yourself with the.
bush the sooner you fully enjoy tramping and in turn can pass
your experience on to the green horn. Never treat the h111s
lightly. Sooner or later you get caught.

FIXTURbg HUT AND TRACK COMMITTEL ¢

Fixtures: The club pollcy of running fortnightly trlps, weekend
tramps alternating with Sunday outings has been varied a little
around the long weekends and in the summer months, when day
trips to the beach are favoured. Occasional Saturday: tramps
heve been suggested but are generally 1ack1ng in support due to -
the counter claims of organlsed sports,.

The committee is always keen'to receive.trip'suggestions.
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HUTS Kawcka: In fair condition, including the piles. The
flreplace perhaps needs some attention. ‘

Kiwi: ©Painting of the roof has been completed at 1ast - now 1t'
almost time to start palntlng againd - _

Waikamaka: The lean-to has been extended to include a front porch;
the foundations and framework already erected .to be clothed in
iron before thisreport is published if Hughie, for once is
co-operative. A door too, may be added. Thanks to Dick's .
painstaking work the new chimney has been concreted in. Maurie
did a fine job in organising a working partJ into converting the
top storey into a sleeplng ledge, _

Shut-mxe- Fortunately for the.Club the New Zealand Forestry
Service cullers have repaired the door and the hut somewhat B
Qur” thanks. , :

Howlett's: .WeAcentinﬁe to use thls hut equ@lly with the owners,ij
Manawatu T.C., to whom our thanks are due '

Forestry Service Huts: 1In the las?t three years about a dozen
aluminium prefab four bunk huts from Makahu, Northern Kawekas to
Pohangina, at the southern tip of the high Ruahines have been
air dropped and.erected. Packlng in-an 18 man party for the
night *is rather sardine like but interesting. We are very
grateful to Forestry for permisson to use these huts for they
do permit a much oreater variety of tramping.

TRACKS: Our club has a membership of well under a 100, and yet
apart from maintaining the three main huts, it keeps open a much
greater length of track than any comparable Wellifigton Tramping
Club. - :

In the Kawekas: One or two parties have given assistance to the
Hewke's Bay Deerstalkers Association in cutting their track to
Makino hut. The bush section of the Makahu track is thoroughly
well disced with about 500 assorted orange shades fixed by both
Herctaunga [lramping Club and N.Z. Forestry Service. However
Lichens need to be removed to prevent their covering some discs,
also some clearing of windfalls and young growth.is. necessarya

A H.S. party cut a new section on the Kiwi ridge and repoled
L59Lh. The overgrown section at the foot of the shlngle slide
must awalt clarification of boundaries.

In the Ruahines: Golenso track is clear to. the top. A further
‘section of Shut-Eye was cut completing the track right to the -
hut. PFurther poles have been added on thé Waikamaka side of
Waipawa saddle and a low level return route over the waterfall.
To this encouraging list must be added the grand JOb on Daphne
Spur. As evidence of this the return trip, Howlett's to the
river - 1 hour. Recent anxiety in this srea suggests that we
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should, if time permits, pole the excape route from Howletts to
Pohangina Hut and into the Moorcock. The mist can be thick.
Unfortunately poles up there would be hard to find.

' SOCIAL COMMITTEE:

As a social committee this year we havg failed'

Wle started well, with high hOpes but these qulckly developed
into a flasco.

‘The reasons for this are many and varled but we- should offer
no excuse for a mess that is our own fault.

Upon reminiscence however one member, Els Bayens, is to be
congratulated upon her care of the supper items.

T will now discourse upon what social events we have had.

1. The talk by the older members of the club upon its early days.
This-was an interesting and waried talk by these folk and to those
who missed it, you really missed something. It hlghl¢ghtq the
good 0ld deys of tramping in the Kawekas and Ruahines.

2o A £ilm evening using films on loan from the Canadian-Pscific
Railways. Our thanks to the Railways, the United Ancient Order
of Druids, (for the loan of the&ir projector), and to Mr. A.H.
Waterhouse who was the lodge: operator,

3. A film evening run by an Austrian Ski instructor. TheSe’films
were his own and our thénks to him for the time he spent show1ng
them to us.

L. Special thanks to Wally Romanes who has been the main stay of
the social side of the club during the last couple of months
with his talks and slides on London and Antarctlca and hlS
lectures on bushcraft. -

,5. Thanks to all those people who gave ten-mlnute talks on all
the aspects of tramping and to those p60ple vh o brought along
slides to spin out the time.

6. And last not least. Our biggest flop. . The Blossom Float,.

It started very well with Jack van Bavel in charge doing a’ ‘great--
amount of work but Jack had to shift and from then on this
degenerated into not much due to a 1aokadalslcal air. adopted by
most of those involed. : : :

Keith Garratt was then pushed into,the“job, He rang up
or made contact with most of the others concerned on the Monday
preceding the procession to investigate what was happening and
upon receiving his answers abandoned the project.

Some of you may say that'this was too early to be able to
assecss what was really happening, whether or not we would have
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been ready, but as it turned out later it would not have been.
50 I at least condone his action even if no one else dbes,

There may be a grumble at this but you have only your~
selves to blame. _

Remember if you support these projects fully they will
~turn out alright 1n the finish but if you do not ‘have seen the
result of this year's effort,.

TRUCK COMMITTER

It has been our goal for some years to obtain a relatively
recent model, safe and economical truck for transport puUrposes,
and this has now been attained with the purchase during the
year of a 1948 model Bedford M.L. 3% ton. The motor was - :
reconditioned at the time of purchase, the bodywork is reasonably
sound and the tyres are all practically new or recently recapped,
so it would seem that our transport problems have been solved -
for a good few years to come. .

Thanko to some thoughtful souls we also have comfy mattresses
to sit on, and generally the Club now travels in style - a far
cry from the days of an open truck and bare boards.

Ta

ZAR CUSTODIAN:

, As T have been rather an absentee I shall begin by thanking
all those who have taken on the duties ,in my absence. The task

 fell partlcularly on the Secretary. !

GEAR: The following addltlons have been made to gear durlng the
past year: , .

2 new 7' by 5' Japara tents (making a total of 7 6! by 51
tents ond two old 8' by 6')
3 new aluminium billies, (making a tdal of 6 aluminium
billies and 14 old tin ones)
1 ice axe, presented by Steel Therkleson (maklng a total
of 5 ice axes available to members).
Lossess One billy 1id has been left at Kiwi Hut, and two palrs
of boots are ready to be wrltten off. -

Gear available:

Boots -~ 2 pairs size 5, 2 pairs size 6, 1 palr size 10, (with

heel and toe plates) in fairly good order
Slashers - There are only 3 long-handled slashers, and 1 short

bladed on long handle in working order.

Ropes -~ We have: two.
Saw -~ One in my keeping ex Keweka Hut.
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Axe - One in my kecplng (New handle)
‘Sleeping Bag cover - one
@round Shect - One
Packs - 2 kidney punchers
1 day . paek
1 small frame
1 frame without pack
Camping gear - 3 frying pans, one with hsndle off.
Oddments of plates etc., :
Loans have brought in £8. 8. 6 made up as follows~‘

Packs 1.16. O
Boots _ 18, O
Parka 10. O
Tents L. 7..6"
Billies 7. O
Tce Axes - 10a O

£8. 8. 6

The comparable figure last year wes £6.13. 0, but charges
have increased.

I have to thank members for the care they are taking over
gear borrowed, tents have been dried out after use, and blllles
have on occasion had an added shine.

PUBLICITY:

. Press: Either Alan Berry or myself have put in short accounts

of thirteen of the morec interesting trips of the year. In
addition the Tribune published an article before the trial search
in April to explain how search and rescue is organised in Hawkes
Bay, and how this particular trial was being planned,

Route Guide: Three thousand copies of this are now being prlnteé
and the cost will be 3/6. It has some good photographs and a
small map to show the main roadheads and the areas covered by the
various survey and H.T.C. maps that are available. :

ALBUM: This has been a very poor year for photography, as far
as lack of photogrephers was concerned. Thus our album has
suffered. However this is not too serious so don't worry!

~ LIBRARY: During the past year 5/- has been the amount taken for
books read. "Flynn's Flying Doctors" has still not been
returned, and the copy of "Crossing Antarctica" the Club gave Angus
for his birthday has gone astray. Can anyone throw any light

on the subject please? Also the Club's copy caanot be lacated
and as that was presented by George Lowe we would be obliged to
receive news of it. Many members are too busy with exams to have
time for outside reading.
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"POHOKURA'": We take this opportunity of thanking the typlstes,
the duplicators, and the staplers, all of whom give willingly
of their time to provide you with your three issues of
"pohokura'., The actual contents have been mostly restricted to
trips this year. How about some original articles from somed
body? '

VI BERSHIP: This year closed with a flnan01al membershlp of
90, made up as folloWS°-

Full members:57 (57)

Junior
members: 13 (8)
Absentee
members: 20 (17)
. Honorary
‘members: 2 zug
1

Life members 3

SUB=COM: IT‘“ﬂ

At a subsequent mecting of the executive commlttee the
following sub committecs were appointeds:-

Pixture, Hut and Tracks Nancy Tanner, Phil Bayens; Hal
Christian, Graeme Hare

Truck commnittee: Maurie Taylor, Alan Berry

Séérch committee: Rex Chaplin, Grae e Hare, Annette Tremcwan,
Norm Elder, Alan Berry, Janet Lloyd.

Gear Custodian: Kath_Eider, Nigel Thompson

Publicity: Norm Elder, Alan Berry
" Bditor: Jsnet Lloyd

‘Librarian: BEdna &Znsell

Album: Margaret Mison
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HERETAUNGA TRAMPING CLUB INC.

INCOME & EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT

FOR _YEAR ENDED 30TH SEPTEMBER 1959

1958 INCOME:

77 Subscriptions - . 67.12.
7 Gear Hire . _ 8. 8.
- Library TFees : ) Be

13 Meeting Contributions . 13%:15.

- Donations re 1958 float 3.18,
2 Donations . 8.12,

39  Working parties 55416,

L Interest Pe.0sSe.B. o 30160

- Bank New South Wales 1. 2.

- Surplus on Maps B 1. 10,
L2  TOTAL Income
EBXPENDITURE:

32 Rent of Meeting Room 3. 7. 6
3 Advertising Meeting ctc 3 9. 9
2 Supper and Social expenses L. 0.10
2 Hut and track maintenance 2. 6.11

17 - Bulletin expenses ' e Lo L
- Equipment Maintenance 18,10, L
2  Subscriptions 2.16. O
- Insurance L le 60 3
i  Capitation to Federation

Mountain @lub 3 5. O
- Stationery 13, 6
& Blossom Festival Float - -
2 General Expenses 36 He
Transport costs  146.13. 1
Truck Depreciation 4O, O. O
186.13. 1
_Less fares received .
. 161. 7. 6
22 Loss on transport 25. 5. 7
92 TOTAL expenditure
50

gsurplus income over Expenditure

VOO NHONO®O

(o)W |

16u°l6. 8

113.11. 6
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10.
_ BALANCE 'SHEET

AS AT 30TH SEPTEMBER 1959

At balance date, the Club owned the following

assetsi-
Bank of New South Wales account . 87. 8., 2
Post Office Savings Bank v 10.19. 1
Equipment L8, 6. O
Ford Truck (sold for £100) - - =
Bedford Truck, at cost 395, 0. O
Decking & improvements 5l 9. 2
Eﬂgo 90 2
Less depreciation w/off 40 O. O  LO6. 9. 2
Cash on hand 2. 8o 9
Stock of maps B Lh.1h4e O
Stock of badges ' 14.14. O
Stock of bulletin covers 20 0. O
Huts valued in the boocks as follows:
Kaweka . 5. 0. O
Kiwi 25. 0. O
Waikamaka 20.19. 6
New hut frame lo 0o O 51.19. 6
Search reserve booklets - 19, O -
The total value of assets being 639.17. .8
However, of this amount there has ‘
been set aside as a search fund = 13.13. 7
There were owed various accounts
amounting to 0 9.17. ©
and loans from members to assist in _
the truck purchase were 75« 0, O .
a tdal of S : 98.10. 7
The total of assets available for Club L
use was therefore £ 5hl. 7. 1
This figure represents the balance in
accumulated funds which are made up as
follows:
Balance 1st October 1958 . L8L4.15,11
Plus: Profit on sale of Ford 5. 6. O I
Profit for year le H5s 2
56.11. 2
Balance at 30th September 1959 ghhl. 7. 1

(Auditor's certificate signed C. Stirling appended in

original)

>



GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS

“‘ROUTE GUIDE TO THE RANGES WEST OF HAWKE'S BAY"’

Compiled by
N. L. ELDER

Honorary Forest Ranger
New Zealand Forest Service

The ranges that lie between Lake Taupo, Hawke’s Bay, and the Manawatu Gorge, though not
close to the main centres of population, are easy of access from the Main Trunk Railway and from
the Hawke'’s Bay side.

The main peaks exceed 5,600 ft. and there is a wide range of forest and tussock country with
a long history of Maori and early European exploration and settlement.

This guide is limited to the area known to the Heretaunga Tramping Club and has been
expanded and brought up to date from a guide which was prepared in 1942 to assist the Army in
developing schemes for bush fighting.

It comprises 64 pages of text with a two-colour card cover, illustrations, and a key map..

“ROUTE GUIDE TO THE RANGES WEST OF HAWKE'S BAY"
Ilustrated. ‘Also key map. Price 3s. 6d. post free

AVAILABLE DURING OCTOBER

R. E. OWEN, Goyernment Printer.

A A A A A A A A A e A S P e A P A A R A S P A A P A A T A A S P A ST AL T AT R S BB P T e

Post this ORDER FORM today

To the nearest Government Bookshop listed below:

AUCKLAND: Corner of Rutland and Lorne Streets (P.O. Box 5344).
WELLINGTON: Corner of Lambton Quay and Bunny Street (Private Bag).
CHRISTCHURCH: 130 Oxford Terrace (P.O. Box 1721).

Please forward to the under-mentioned address:

---------------------------- copy/copies of the “ROUTE GUIDE TO THE RANGES WEST OF HAWKE'S BAY”",
price 3s. 6d. per copy

Enclosed is the sum of ...coovcvoivcinicciccccnn in payment.

N OIS vttt eeee et e e ettt eesh e e se s e b s esab s san b es s b nts e sesr e et s snsanse st e asshas st s s entesraeanesrsarnes

PLEASE PRINT
IN Address:

BLOCK LETTERS

...........................................................................................................................

.........................................................................................................................................

Please note:
1. Remittances may be paid to the Public Account af your nearest branch of the Bank of New
Zealand, and the small portion of the bank receipt forwarded with the order form.

2. Cheques, etc., must be made payable to Government Printer and crossed “Not negofloble
=+ ~f avrhanne must be added. Remittances by post are at the sender’s nsk
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"G LUB TRIPS

WAIPAWA RIVER - "e7! SCREES (SNOWCRAFT TRIP)
No.613 9th August

This trip had a bad start and an unfortunate ending.
To begin with the driver could not come at the last minuté,
lecaving myself and 24 bods at Holts with the truck at Havelock
at Gam. Leaving the bods at Holt's to sleep on the footpath I
commenced paying social calls to all likely drivers. After
tfavolling about 35 miles, borrowing 1 gallon of petrol and
digging 7 people out of bed I was not too popular° I located:™
. a driver and got the truck to Holt's with start time at 9.am.
¥o one had gone home .so0 we still had 24 bods aboard.

We left the 0ld Mill site on the Waipawa river at
11.45am and made a stop for lunch at the forks. At about Zpm
most of the bods had reached the lower snow slopes off "é7'
just out of the river and opposite the Waipawa Saddle. The
weather had been quite good up till then but had clouded over, ”

Hal commenced snowecraft training for his High School
party and some of us gave instruction to the rest. Bods began
launching themselves off the top of this slope and were managing
to sto% before going into orbit. Head first, feet first,
your omach, on your back, head first on your back and on your
head were some of the methods of transport used° Surprisingly -
pnough no fancy cartwheels were executed. » ' ' o
- Four of us had some step-cutting practice. We cut
our way up the falrly firm enow and zig- znggad our way on to
the "67" ridge. Ve unroped and as the weather packed up started
to glissade down. I was about 50 feet from the bottom of the
slope, when sitish! two bods locked together sped past at the-
rate of knots Both were flat on their faces with one fighting
to.stop with hls iceaxe. - What had happened was that both had
been on their stomachs with iceaxes in the snow stopping them-
selves in the usual way. Hugh', shaft caught in some soft snow
and dug straight in and he lost his grip on it and went sailing
on downwards to land on top of Ron. Both took off and.executed
a speedy 300 feet of mostly uncontrolled descent. After boun-
cing over rocks and through snowgrass and 1eatherwood at the
bottom of the slope, they decided to stop.

Two of us broke another speed record tearing after
them, descending flat out like a couple of Jellyflsh using an
iceaxe as & handbrake. We rescued the lost iceaxe and surveyed
the damage. One cut skull, one cut knee, many luscious bruises
and one unfortunate who couldn't sit down for a week owing to.

loss of a piece of steak. The injured were patched up with
field drescings and bandages and were able to walk out under

their own steam. Back home they required a few stitches and o
some rest and then back to 1t agaln. e arrived’ home about 9pm
after an enjoyable trip.

, Thanks to Lindsay Hill for driving for us after having
no previous warning. .
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No. in party: 16 + High School__partyo « Leader: iligel Thompson
Colin Ridding, iMichael Croucher, Trevor Brace, Hugh lMcPherson,
Dave Brandon, Ron Garrod, Graeme Hare, Johnm van Oeveren,
Graham Tetley, Roger Boshier, Hal Christian, Ruth Hawker,
Glenda'Robb, Gae‘LobbanSL llargaret lison.

mem 000 ===

RIVER CROSSING AT BROOKFIELDS

Mo.614 - 23rd August.
Again no driver! - After a couple of hours frantic
rushing around we managed to get Wally and it was decided among -
us to change the trip to river crossing instruction, putting
into practice part of our course of lectures given by Wally at
club meetings. We arrived at the river at llam and had lunch.
After a look at the river which was considerably
gwollen, we moved downsiream and began operations. Different
methods of crossing were practised using a stick, pole and
ropes. It was grand fun and with lots of laughing at each other:
we all took our turns and plucked up courage to have a go.
Some of us went even further and had an accidental swim, much
to everyone elses amusement. To our horror, we suddenly realised
we had quite an audience on the nearest bank and as trampers
are all for seclusion rather than entertaining other people, it
was agreed to shift operations back upstream by the truck. The
river was a little deeper and swifter here but we put our rope
into good use and with Wally guiding the rope we tied a bowline
and two half hitches and using our stick, walking on an angle-
downstream, practised some more crossings. ' : ‘
The sun deserted us and after a few wet crossings one
or two of us began to. shiver a little so we raced over to the
truck, changed and finished off a worthwhile day with our
usual boil-up. Iilany thanks to Wwally for giving up his day and
making this trip posible, '

Wo. in party: 9 . o Leader: Glenda Robb

Annette Tremewan, Gae Lobban, ilargaret liison, Diek Frizzell,
.Bob Adams, Weenut Brace, ilary Berkley, %ally Romanes.

——— 000 —=-

ARMSTRONG SADDLE (Bushcraft Tkip)
70,615 : o 6th September

A party of 11 left Holt's at 6 am and reached Cullen's .
about 8, 30am. e left the truck at nine bound for Shut-eye
shack, and the party arrived at varying intervals between 11l.30
and 12. %e pushed on immediately for Buttercup Hollow in search
of a slightly less rusty water supply, the earliest arriving
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about 12 noon. 'Ye pushed on about 1l.45pm arriving at Armstrong
Saddle about 3.45pm. Here we had a lesson on compass reading
and were told the names of the various peaks around us. ®e.
started down the shingle slide at about 4 pm and reached the
source of Triplex at 4.15pm. The carliest people arrived at
the truck at about 5 pm while others drifted in till 6 pm. We
had a boil-up and were on our way back at 6.30 pm. Arrived in
Hastings at 8. 35pm. ’ o
No. in party: 11 . Leader: Wally Romanes

Ken lludgway, John Hole, Graye Shattky, Rex Chaplin, Tim Chaplin,

Colin Ridding, Sue Heufeld, Annette Tremewan, Joan ilewey,

Margaret Mison. ' v
' ~== 000 ===

- GOLD CREEK (Bushcraft Trip) -
No. 616 ' | 20th September

As the main object of the trip was timber identifi-
cation, Gold Creek was thosen. This gave rimu, a good deal of
matai and hinau in the lower reaches, red beech and quite an -
amount of kamahi towards the new hut and miro, thin-bark totara
and, of course mountain beech on the ridge, coming out. ~Black
beech was also met in - the lMakaroro at the start. Of the smaller
treese fuchsia and five finger were almost completely gone.
kowhal and heketara are not yet in flower.

There are a lot of bare slips and the creek is shing-
led up giving good going to the hut, which is a little over
two hours up. There is however no recent trace of goats or
deer and though there was much windfall broadleaf it is unbrow-
sed. Dull weather with drizzle improved as the mornlng wore
on, S0 an early b01lup was called to give the picnic atmosphere.
Here Jack Landman's demonstration of 11ght1ng mahoe twigs with
one match was marred by the gift of a piece of brown paper.

A helicopter landing site has been prepared on the
shingle below the hut and a number of large red beech felled to
clear it. Another boilup was called for while the more studious
tyves perused the hut library. -

A good blazed track strikes up the spur opposite the
hut, but then sidles south making for Triplex, so wo struck up
on to the ridge and head:3 north in the direction of the truck.
This was an abrupt end to the picnic aspect of the trip. The
ridge was broad with a heavy growth of horopito which was soak-
ing wet. After boxing along for a while without striking any
good lead we turned down a spur which landed us in second growth,
pretty thick, but luckily with little lawyer add not a great
amount of fallen timber. ‘e were in luck to come out on a log-
ging track and so back to the truck.

Ho. in party: 16 Leader: Norm Elder

Edna Ansell, Annette Tremewan, Margaret Mison, Gae Lobban, Nancy
Tanner, Kath Elder, Beryl Preston, Sue Neufeld, Barbara Wallace,
Virginia van der Lande, Cy Hargreaves, Nigel Thompson, Keith
Garratt, Jack Landman, Glenda Robb.

——= 000 ===
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SATPAWA RIVER - CULLERS' HUT
To. 617 . 3rd-4th October.

The trip finally left Hastlngq round 6.30am, after
"tracklng down" one of the numbers, for a working party to the
Waikamaka. DBecause of the weather, a trip to the new cullers'
hut in the middle trlbutary of the Waipawa River was decided on.
This entailed an hour's climb up the bare ridge on the true
right of the Waipawa Rlver, over a small hollow and hump, then
sidling down to the river. From there the route lies up the
river for iz hour., The hut is situated on the true right approx.
60 feet above river level, and is ea811y seen when approaching
upstream,

The hut is compact and well built, though rather dark.
This I think could be remedied with a sheet of perspex in the
roof. .The party arrived in batches, invariasbly cold and wet,
but with a hot drink and change of clothing readily became
sOociable.

Sunday dawned cool with frequent showers of hail -
similar to Saturday, with many members complaining of loss of
sleep due to coldness At this point it may be well to glve a
hint as to the organlsatlon necessary for a warm night's sleep.
When preparing to "hit the sack", remember the saying "Two
thirds underneath, one third on tOp". The deduction from this
is that most cold and dampness comes from the ground, not from
the atmosphere. On an ordinary tramping trip, the order from
ground level is thus:- Sleeping bag cover, parka, long trousers,
shirt, jersey and spare esocks. This leaves shorts, singlet,
balaclava, and a pair of socks to be worn when inside the sleep-
ing bag. _

After lunch on Sunday, we left the hut at llam, arri-
ving at the lorry at lpm. Fronm there it was home, via Waipawa
for a snack, arriving in Hastings at 4 om.

Finally, a wor& of warning to potential late-comers.
The lorry drivers of recent trips have had a habit of arr1v1ng
~at Holts on or before time. Therefore, "Beware of the Drlver

Ho. in party: 11 Leader: John Fabian

Norm & Kath Elder, Gae Lobban, Margaret iilison, Annette Tremewan,
Glenda Robb, Richard & Trevor Brace, Henry Xolff, Tony Collins.

- 000 ===
18th October - Cancelled beaause of weather._

mﬁNG\TEPOPO HUT Labour Weekend
‘Ho. 618 - 24-26th October.

- Fourteen on the list at the meetlng, which steadily
: 1ncreased-to 25 by the time we left. I do wish people would
‘make up. their minds a little before hand. It makes it easiler
for the leader to get organlsed. ' '
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taking 5% hours altogether. ‘e stopped for lunch at Gorge stream
for an houry and also waited for the rearguard to arrive after :
- we had strolled up the Black Birch. We had been there about %
hour when we were also joined by the advance party who had gone
rlght round the bush and come out where they startcd. Everyone
was in the hut by 6pm. , ) B
Text morning, after a fairly comfortable~n1ght, during
which most of us slept outside as the weather.was. so beautiful, *
we set off ‘for the Cairn. While we were finishing breakfast
another bod had arrived - it was Allan King who had done the
trip in-in 2% hours. He brought our numbers: up to17. Twelve
got to the Cairn, but the ceremony was delayed g an hour, as
three bods (1nclud1ng the leader) were finding it a bit hard
ambling up there. The ceremony went off without any serious
hitches. "Photos were taken, a brew was had and we were all
back at the ilakahu hut by £ pm°
' . Those who did not go up to the Cairn had already qet
off. NWorm left straight away, while the rest of us cleaned the
hut up and were away by 3.10 pm. Everyone was out at the cars
by 7.10 pm. Had one boil-up only, at the Gorge stream, to en- .
able us to crawl up Baldy. All arrived home safely.
A working party is neéded to re-cut and re-disc the,

track in places, also the Cairn needs recbuilding as it is getting N

a decided lean on. Ve also need one strong bod to carry all thb‘.
gear, other than myself!!!

Tunber in partys 17 o ‘k - Leader: Gae Lobban
Doc. Bathgate, Weenut Brace, Peter Andermon, Rex Chaplin, Stan
White (R.E.C .3, George Bee, Allan King, Norm & Kath Elder, Pam
Adie, Pam Lewie, Glenda Robb, Annette Tremewan, Nancy Tanner,
Kathy Jones, Margaret Hison.

619 (b) | OLD LEMBERS' PICNIC

Twenty of us (10 adults and 10 children) assembled at
the Lone Pine, Kuripapango, for the service. We took out lunch
- to the bottom of the waterfall, a lovely place in the sun, out
of the wind and very scenic. By about 2.30 pm the restlessness
innate in all trampers began to make itself felt and the various
families moved.off on various expeditions. At this stage we
came on another carload of seven who hdad arrived late ana had ‘
tnelr lunch at the fireplaces on the road.. '

Some of us went as far as the Lakes, and were amazed
to find the 0ld, narrow track cut to a width of about 8 feet.

No. in party: 27 Leader: Janet Lloyd

Joan Smith & Brian, and ITan Larrington and Paul Frude; Dulcie &
Alan Oulaghan with Anne, Susan, Christine and Barbara; Rae and
Bernie Anderson with Susan and Christine + Shona Harrison;
Ursula Greenwood; Arch & Joy Lowe with John, Clive, Denis, Kevin
and Rex; Ian lMalloch; Hilton leyer (R.E.C.) and Barry Donkin.

: —== 000 -=--




18. LETTER FROM TRANCE

I am moved to write a special letter, although I know Edns keeps
you up to date to some extent, by receiving recently the August "Pohu-
kura, " Thank you, Janet, and all who still run round the table after
the pages; I reasd it from cover to cover, and so spent a fatigue-free
half-hour in the Rushines and Kawekas. It is good to hear the club
is flourishing, and to see so many new, and also so many familiar,
names, in the lists. When I come beck socme time next year, I'll join
that middle-aged section Edna has been murmuring about, even if Kath
and Nancy and others still go haring about with cement and slasher's
up to Howlett's and Studholme,

Meanwhile, I have nothing to tell you about mountains. Haven't
seen one since mid-July, when we headed north from Austria, But life.
in France has its interesting and unexpected moments, so perhaps I can
talk about them. ' '

The village I am living in is on the banks of the Loire, a very
big river as a rule, though at present it is lcw in water after the
driest summer this century. The country is eolightly undulating, and
there are many large forests, mostly privateiy owned, the remains of
great estates once preserved for hunting, This district was once the
edministrative and cultural centre of France, and many big chateaux,
as well as dozens of small ones, still exist. Most of them are now
state-owned and run as tourist attractions - sic transit, etec. I
have been in six or seven of them, romantic and beautiful and historic; -
though expensive and uncomfortable, by our standards, to live in.
All of them have what they call "Son et Lumiere" spectacles; i.e., at
night, by recorded commentary, skilful changes of floodlighting and
various sound effects, they re-tell scenes from the chateau's history.
Their builders might have built them for flood-lighting, they look |so
magnificent, You pay IOO francs to go in (about I/6) and sit in the
dark on the ground, or stand under the trees vhere you can see the :
whole building and its history is rolled out hefore you. My French
is now good enough to follow the proceedings without too much trouble,
as 1t is spoken at reasonable speed.

From large houses to small ones: The farmhouses and local village
homes are usually built of rough stone cemented into the required shapes,
‘with tiled roofe. By our standards, they are =2or and dirty accommo- -
dation. A farmhouse usually stands on three c¢ides zround the gate),
enclosing a yard, where dogs, poultry and ancient machinery, sometimes

a modern tractor, all lie about in the sun, Tre houge part is usuall
the back, the two sides barns. The difference in appearance is not -
marked,

; Most people have some trees, and flowers, even if only in pots,
but neatness and lawns, are unknown. Lawns are regarded as too much
trouble and too hard to grow, only suited to the damp English climate.k

"The house I am in is large and "upper-class", As usual, its back

wall is the street wall, and it looks inward to the garden. Plumbing .

is a bit peculiar, shapes and types not at all familiar. Light
switcheg are odd - some go up and down, sOme across and:‘oack, and some
round and round. Some don't go. : et
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Meals: Breakfast is Just a snack, lunch and dinner heavy meals.
Meat always by itself, and only two or three times a vsek, Bach

vegetable eaten separately: mnever any puddings, except an apple
puree. Bread always by the yard - therally. A "pain" ig about

s metre long, but you can buy a "demi-pain."  Must stop.

Regards,
Helen.

The sbove is a letter from Helen,

—— 000 =--

OVERNIGHT SHELTER at CHATEAU CAMPING GROUND. .
The following is takenvffoﬁ the minutes of an Executive Meetihg of the F.M.C.:

- " Dr. Rattenbury reported’ that the mountaln clubs had contrlbuted to the.
erection of this hut on the understanding that it would be availbble in the first
" instance for club members unable to reach the road end because of weather condit-
ions and that it would be available to the general public on week nights and in
the off season. Several instances had occurred recently when club members had
been unable to obtain accommodation and Aucklard clubs had asked that no regular
bookings be taken and that the original purpose of the hut ‘be retained as translt
or emergency accommodation.

‘ Mr. Bridge said the Park Board wants to see that the Clubs have the larger
. share. of the accommodation. The Mountain Clubs had, however, contributed only
a small proportion of the total cost and the Park Board had to ensure that the
building was not run at a loss,. At present half the building is available for
private bookings, but all bOOklngS are oancélled in the event of a storm
closing the mountain road.

~==000~~~

FIRE DANGER - in FORESTRY HUTS.

In the new N.A. D huts the sheet metal hearth lles on the floor jOlsts,
and in two cases the joists have begun to char. Care must be taken that large
fires are not allowed to fall forward. ~Also there is a risk of logs falling
down the draught. pit in the latest huts.

NO RATIUN& must be touched in these huts. They are put there for the
deer-cullers, who depend on them. Do not even use their candles - bring your own.

_ BURW ALL RUBBISH.. Do not throw food into the tin pit.

- OOQ -

NEW N.A.D. = HUT.

There is a new W,A.D. hut in the- Kaimanawas, in from Poronui. on the track
to the Oamaru at Hswa o te Puaha Jjust before the Pumice Chimney.

n —_— oOo e
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- - PRTIVATE TRIPS
" ogg "

We began our "66" trip after 3 hours sleep at Keith's in
"Vergatroid", Cv's 1929 Buick. Merg's first allment made itself
felt at Pukehou when one cvlinder went dead, but this was fixed
when we swopped a spark plug with one of a dozen lving on the floor
of the back seat, We had to change a few more at Waipawa. Even-
though Merg took us to the Waipawsa 1t was 9 o'clock before we were
in the river.

The screes on the lewer slopes of "66" were dangerous. Rocks"
were peeling off zll round as we climbed on to a safe ridge for
lunch. The higher we climbed the more frozen became the snow as
we neared the top between "66M" and "65"., We had some solld step
cutting in places to get down to the saddle for the run home,

) Back at the car we discovered the sump was empty. The plug
had slackened off and the oil had leaked on to the ground. Cy and
Bunny (who drew the shortest straw) had to walk in the rain to
Cullen's to beg for some more oil. This was not the last of our
trouhles., At Te Hauke we ran out of petrol. Keith got a 1ift

home in one of the few cars going cur way and came out with more

petrol and oil. We flnallv got to bed between 3,30 and 5 45 a.m,
on Mondav morning.

Party: Nigel Thompson, Keith Gafratt, Cy Hargreaﬁes; Graeme Hare.

VAKAHU _ HUT ~ 25th October.

Ideal weather favoured us for a most pleasant trip made to
¥akahu on the Sundav of Labour Weekend. We were in no hurryvy to
get anywhere in particular, and there is no doubt that under these
circumstances one really appreciates the bush, the bird life and
the 7iews to the full.

From the head of the spur leading from -Gorge Stream we took
the route originally followed on the trip to locate the hut site,
and in the Iroan Whare trin, in 1956, Five minutes along the track
as marked on the map the route heads straight across the Birch-to
the end of a tongue of bush, immedlately beyond which stands a
dead tree disced high up., This route seems to be used fairly
frequently, probably by the Forestry types and would'appear'to
cut a few minutes off the usual way through Whittle's Clearing,

With amplc time in hand after the 4 hours trip 1n, we nosed
around the nursery, read the rain gauge (94" to date this vear) .
and generally took in all that was dolng., It was lnteresting to -
note from the log that the Forestry are planting snoe gum, thin-
~-barked totara and C»rsican pine on the faces and tops of the Range.
A helicopter landing pad has even put in an appearance outside the
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hut. The condition of the hut itself was a tribute to the Forestrv»
staff,
Leaving about 2 o'clock we-were back at the road in good tlme,

Party: Anne Kemp (Wanganul T,.C.), Peter Whitehead, Kath & Alan;Berrv.

FORESTRY _TRIPS

1 Aug. PORONUI  One dav of a hunters' course at Rotorua was spent

in the Kaimanawas estimating animal damage. A perfect day and in
spite of a lot of. argument between botanists and hunters managed to
get as far as the main rldge near Te Irvnga (4073 ft.)

2 Aug. ROTOEHU A misty drizzly day running round a state forest
over towards the Bay of Plenty, a mixture of bush gullles and pines.

17-19 Aug. OTANGAUE A mess of scrub and dead trees in behind

Palmerston in the Northern Tasraruas. The local shooters have
comfortable huts in there but do not believe in tracks, so that
navigation has to be of a high order, ‘ o

25 Aug. MAMAKU A pleasant afternoon poking along through interest-
ing bush on the edge of a sheer gorge looking for a reported colony

-of Black Besech, but without success.

7-8 Oct. TIRITEA Two c'epara‘ce days were spent investigating as
much a@s possible of a sizeable valley (6500 acres) which 1s the
Palmerston water supplv. Most of it 1s dense second growth
following a 60 year o0ld fire. The first dav we followed a track
along the top from the highest peint on the Pahiatua Track, the
second dav rowed up the dam in a dinghy, then followed the main
stream. Trampling by dinghy 1s a verv pleasant development and I
look ‘forward to the development of hydro schemes on the Mohaka and
Ngaruroro as a substitute for bath~chair trips.

h}’. L. E.
PRIVATE TRIPS

29 Aug. RANGITOTO The radlo active (014) boys say Rangltoto last
- ‘erupted 500 years ago, the botanists reckon only 200 yvears. We went

up en one side and down the other arguing fiercely but deciding
nothing., Traces of epossums, wallabies and former military occupat
1en but no living representatlves were sighted,

30 Aug, TE AROHA As 'the 1aunch from Rangitoto returned we lept
Into our transport and drove madly through the night to a rendezvous
with Tony Druce at Te Aroha., 1In the morning we assembled, Druces 5,
H,T.C, 3 plus one bushman, Tekoroa 4 plus one cat, Te Aroha
consists of a main street, a park full of hot springs and baths and
a 3000 ft. range sloping up steeply from the park. The track 1s a




" been up river looking Fcr a shot) he
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well graded zig-zag at first and we roared up this to a look-out..

Tt then becomes a bit more overgrown -and the first group ran off 1t
at a.windfall After a flounder along an overgrown ridge (no deer

. here) we r6101nvd the track to find ocurselves put to shame by .three

local and beautiful girls, who had cvsrtuken us barefoot and were on
their way down frcm the trig. We gll -ade 1t, even the cat and the
voungest Druce (4 vears).,

1 Sept. MOEHAU  After shedding the bushman,; the Tokoroa partv and
the cat the rest of us spent an easy day boxing up the Coromandel ~
and settled in for 'the night under a pchutukawa away up the coast
beyond Colville. Next movrning 4 of us tociz off up a long bush ridge,
interesting but sliow going and only reached uvihe trig late in the
afternoon. T™iis ig a historical boSwnizing ground, the northernmost-
point of 'several high couantry planis, but we only had time for a
gcurried -hunt round ﬂrd ]vqt got Jown.at nightfall, i

4 Sept. PUKEANARU Afte“ 2 davs of trave 11ing down the Coromandel,
across the Bay.of Plenty and up the Ecet Tvast road we fetched up

for the night on the besch «t¢ Lick!'!s bovﬁ FPerfect weather the whole
time. In the morning we set ofr up unoL‘e” 3000 ft. bush pesak that

iies out bevond the main Raukumars Kange. . Straight bush bash?ng
with not much of a view out between decnse vegetation and cloud coming
and going down the Raurumara. . Found o pine that -none:of us had. seen
before and agaln wers only just out of the bush at nightfall.

\J
J

100 of his friends turn=d wup.. Mollw NoLlneuy Hugh Elder; Kath and

myself represented the d.T.C. Ian Povell was also there, butl Mavis

Davidson was on a jot in Westland. People camped evervwhere over:

half a mile of flat. Speeches, songs end in spite of" a packed hut-

even gome danciug, with Gibbie leadinz off-Tor the first waltz.:@ We

turncd in about 11 o'closik, but mes:ing Gibbie next morning ( he had
S

12-13 Sept. TAUHERENIKAT This. tas Joo Gibbs! 80th blrthday anF about

. id that after the olderocks
#ore in the.sack ths perty had 1iveasc gy toraiderably towards 1 a.m.

24-2€ Oct., KLAPITI  There is now & smal 1‘&;unch (Viers,5 passengers)

operahtihg from Paraparsvm: Beach. A smal’l Zelmerston partv mainly

‘bird photographeéers, hcd its cransrors pro~+;73 added to by a girl

(touring the worid by motor-scooter) whs wa. determined .to make
Kapiti trig. 3Sié dianit! This meent La:> trips and between surf
and torrenti:l rain we arrived sooked to & Tlooded camping ‘ground.
25 Forest and Bird and later 20 traL“L‘F.CO;MGgQ bods made Maori Bay
preitty crowded and very damp. Tot, time to cdo g great deal but
foliowed an interesting gully inuC the mist somewhere north of
the trig.

N. L. E.
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SCIENCE AND  TRAWPING

Whvy do people tramp? Science is at last being brought Ho
bear on the problem and an article in a recent number of "New
Biolrgy" (No.27) should be read by all serious-minded trampers.

The scientific approach involves controlled experiments and very
properly begins with laboratory experiments using white rats,
cockroachies and rhesus monkeys. - Some illustrations of the experi-
mental work'with the substitution of the word 'tramper' for 'rat',
tcockroach! or 'monkey'! will show clearly what valuable light is
likely to be thrown on the behaviour of trampers.‘

A rat (tramper). by means of a T passage mav be faced with the
choice of turning in a certain direction or of turning towards the
stimulus of scenery. Rats (trampers) usually choose the scenery,

All recent studies support the conclusion that variation of
stimulus 1s important. Two aspects mav be distingulshed, namelv
the novelty of the stimuli and their complexlity. Both of these
are effective 'in attracting the attemtion of rats (trampers).

These observations all suggest that exploration can be compared
with such primarv activities as eating and sleeping in that there
1s a strong tendency to perform them at intervals. Further justis
ficatlon for this notion comes from another typr of experiment.

A single choice point can lead to a small box (hut) on one side

and to a larger space on the other, Rats (trampers) learn to go

to the more  'interesting' space .exactliy as thev learn to go to. food
or to water,

In another experiment it has been found with monkeve (trampers)
that the opportunity to 'look at.a view! is.an effective reward;
however 1f monkeys (trampers) are given food as a reward for solving
the. puzzle of reaching the view point, this new reward is distract-
ing and results in a decline of'efflclencv' (Courting mav also
be a distraction).

On the other hand restralnt of movement has an effect on behav-
iour which calls for more study. - There 1s evidence that. restraint
in cages (houses) or enclcsures (4 acre sections) ‘often result in
compulsive, stereotvped movements (rock an' roil, etc) some of which
can lead to injury. It alsb has an 111 effect on the development
of inteiligence.

If rats (trampers) are put into a maze (range) but are not-
rewarded on reaching the goal point (hut) thev explore the maze
(range)‘ that 1s they eventually visit allk parts of 1t, If later
thev are put In again with a reward of food at the goal (hut) they
learn the ‘correct route more quickly than rats (trampers) who have
no previous eXperlence of the maze (range; thev make fewer errors
gnd thelr running time is shorter.

It seems that exploratory learning is actually interfered
with when the animal (tramper) 1s in a state of need, sav hungrv.

or thirsty, in thig state the 1earn1ng is only. related to reaching
food or water,

- Free .exploration in fact demands time for '"lrresponsible!
behaviour, It.might be thought that such freedom from immediate
¢ ’ S “ ’ B ! ’ ] ‘," . .’j t T ’ ) 3 ! : i - -
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nocessity would be found only in the 'highest' animals (intelligent-
sia) but exploratory.behaviour undoubtedlvy occurs also in insects
(trampers). The insect (tramper), whenever 1t is within its home-
range, can move by the shortest route to a goal which mav be its
nest (hut) or some other object (trig, view etc.). Wasps (trampers)
and other insects (bods) undoubtedly possess a 'sense of direction'
or 'topographical instinct' of a high order. A wasp (tramper) while
on its way to its nest (hut) taken 1n a closed box (lorry) to another
part of its range, may when released return with 1ittle delay to 1its
nest (hut) using the shortest route from its new starting point.

The nervous organization that makes such feats possible remains
completely obscure.

Exploring does not only enable an animal (tramper) to find his
way about a particular region. It has been known for some time
that rats (trampers) which have had experlence of learning one maze
(Tararuas) tend to be better than inexperienced rats -(trampers)
at learning another maze (Ruahines). Rats (trampers) with more
experience early in 1life not only display greater *Intelligence' as
adults; thev are also less 'emotional', :

And finallvy:
Learning the topography of a large area 1s an especially well-develop-
ed ability in many animals (trampers). :

N, L. E.

Extracts from Federated Mountaln Clubs Bullétin.

ACCIDENT REPORTS

Report on ‘the Drownlng of Robert Martin 1n the Tangarakau River on
<6th April, 1958,

On 26th April, 1958, Robert Martin, aged twenty, of Hawera,
Thomas Sowerby, aged about seventeen, of Hawera and Leslie Stewart,
aged about nlneteen, of Mangatokil, made an attempt to cross the
flooded Tangarakau River, about one mile above the Whitianga Swing
Bridge. They had been warned by the owner of the bordering property
NOT to cross it that day. Marin, the leader of the partv, was
dressed in long trousers-and short gumboots. He had a rifle slung
across his back and was wearing an amunition belt, Martin made one
attempt to cross and came back, His trouser legs had become full of
"water, He made another attempt, and was thought by his companions to
be through the main current. He then .dlsappéared, presumablv into a
hole, and came to the surface further downstream.,. He was swimming.
At this point the river was about 30 vards wide, with an easy bank
on the side from which the party approached, but a steep bank on the
opposite side. There was a deep hole at the farther side. The water
at the time was muddy, and the bottom was not visible. The river
was swift,

Conclusions-

1. The river was unfordable gt thid point.
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2, Even though Martin was reported to be a good swimmer his
attempt to swim the river encumbered by a rifle, amunition belt,
long trousers and gum boots was most inadvisable and a serious
error of judgment, especially’ in'view of the warning previously
received and the fact that the river was bridged a mile awav.

' 3. The rlver cros51ng should not have been attempted.

Non-Fatal Acclident cn the Ninaréts, Februaryi 1958,

On 17th February 1958, an inexperienced party of four on two ropes
descending to De la Beche hut from a reconnalssance of the route

cn the Minarets were crossing the traverse from the Ranfurly Glacier
when oné man slipped. His companion was unable to hold him, and

the roped pair slid about 200 feet and fell 80 feet Into a crevasse.
Both were seriouslv injured. _

Comments: : ‘

I,  The WMinarets 1s not a climb for an inexperienced partv..
When proposing to climb In the Mount Ceok area, parties should
consult the Chief Guide or Chief Ranger and follow the advice given,
"The young climber c<hould build up his knowledge on snow and ice
"eraft.... while serving an apprenticeship of several years on the
"lower peaks, He will be foollsh to attempt the higher peaks

until he has increased his skill and knowledge to the point where

he can tackle them with a wide margin of safety" - Safetv in the
Vountains, 1954, p. 38,

2. "Learn to use the rope by practising on easy slopes ....
"anchoring .... belaving end so on..." - Ibid, page 39.

SKIING PARTIES AT PIONEER HUT

The attention of the Federation has recently been drawn to a
report of the potential danger arising from the practice of some
parties, inexperienced in mountaineering, taking advantage of flvy-
ing facilities to visit Pioneer Hut.  In some cases these parties
comprise competent skiers, who, however, are inadequately equipped
to cope with a sudden adverse change of weather or to overcome the
hazards of crevasses, avalanches, etc, for which the area is noted
and which so #ften create difficulties for experlenved mountaineers,

The attention of member clubs is drawn to these facts and the
false sense of security that comes with easv access in order to
ensure that any skiing parties venturing into this area are
adequately experlienced and equipped for rapidly changing conditions.

Partles should contact the Chief Ranger, Harrv Ayres, as indlcated
Isewhere in th1s issue.‘

"SAF“TY IN THE NOUNTAIN%"

A reprint of the present edition of "Safety in the Mountainﬂ"
in approximately two yvears time. In the meantlme the Secretary

of F,M.C, would welcome comments and suggestions from member clubs
for 1nclu31on in the next edition
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RESCUE PARTIES

Discussion by the F.M.C. Executive recently on the.question of
stretcher parties. in rescue operations.emphasise the need ‘to ensure
that &ll factors are consldered when calling for assistance for
injured persons. Should the occasion arise where an accident occurs
causing a minor injury and the shelter and comfort of a hut is in
the vicinity, then the emergency fer an immediate stretcher party.
obviously diminishes, A-.call for assistance under these circum-tances
can be met with consideratlon for the needs of both patient and
carrier,’

However, as each case of injurv can onlv be judged aocordwng to
the Pondltlons prevailing at the time, the nature of the injury and
the warmth and c®mfort of the injured, the only person capable of
declding the best course of action is the man on the spot, usually
the leader of the party. If it i1s decided that an immediate

stretcher party is required, then it is by his decisnon that the
call- for assistance mav be met,

SOCTAL N E WS,
liarriage: Barbara Hare to Maurié'Taylor.
szqrture Ron Morgan to Wellington.

delen H1ll has been liv1ng with a French family teaching English to a two-
T vear-old.

George Lowe is now teaching at Repton in Derbyshire. In the coming summer he
and Sir John Hunt are taking a party of schoolboys to Greenland.

LIFE MEMBERSHIP: At the Annual- General Meeting, George Lowe was unaniﬁously,
i elected a Life Member in recognition of his services to the
Club directly as a member.and club captain, and indirectly

in the wider field of mountaineering.

NEW MEMBER:  We welcome George Bee to the club.

 F ARES RAISED.

Trip leaders have been considerably inconvenienced by late payment of fares.
Therefore the committee has raised all fares 2/-, which amount will be deducted IF
you pay up at the meeting prior to the trip or at the truck - preferably at the
meeting.,  Fixture lists in Pohokura will from now on include cost of trips, to
make it easier for you to make it easier for the . leader.

If after putting your name down you find you cannot go on a trlp, 1t is the
decent thing to let the leader know at least 24 hours before startlng time« ,
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LITERARY SUPPLEMENT.

"BECAUSE IT IS THERE":

George Lowe's book titled as above has at last come to hand. We have
had to read it in a burry and grudged the hurry. This is a book one wants to
savour slowly.

The main part deals with the three years taken up by the Antarctic
Expedition, the voyages in Theron and Magga Dan, and the actual traverse of the
continent. Comparison and contrast with the Everest Expedition is inevitable.
The two leaders are as different in character as the terrain they cover, yet both

are successful. Hillary's leadership is of a different type again, and he also
is successful.

Picturesque comparisons abound in George's book:- the slow peculiar
progress of men prodding for crevasses reminds him of the pilgrim track to
Badrinath: feeling their way through the pack ice is like sailing in the
Norfolk Broads. = "Because It Is There" is no impersonal official report. e
find there impatience, irritation, humour, excitement, beauty. But get the book
and read it for yourselves.

"ROUTE GUIDE to the RANGES WEST OF H.B.":

We know something of the tremendous amount of work involved in this and
we heartily congratulate Norm and Kath on its ultimate publication.

Price 3/6. Get yodr copy from Annette.

- - -

"JEGETATION of the KAWEKAS:"

This bulletin, written by N.L. Elder, can be obtained free on application
to the N.Z. Forest Service, Box 894, Wellington.

"TALES OF THE MATLS™:

This book by Lester Masters is now on sale in the shops. It gives the
story of the coaching days in Hawkes Bay with plenty of lively anecdote.

-== 000 ===

GUY TFAWNKES  EVENING.

Twnety-five came out to our bonfire on the beach this side of Clifton.
e cooked sausages, fished, sang and generally enjoyed ourselves.

--- 000 ==~
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FIXTURE LIST,.

Date: . Irip: Leader: : - Pare:
Jan. | 24th. Waimarems - Karamea (Red Island). Margaret Mison. Z/—
Feb. 6-Tth: Waipatiki Beach. . o Annette Tremewan. 9/-
Feb. 21lst, Craggy ﬁange, Marastotara Stream to

Te Awanga. o Phil Bayens. 7/-
March 5-6th: Maweka Hut: malthoid repairs.. Maurie Tavlor. 10/~
March 2ch: Mohaka Hot Springs. _ Nancy Tanner. 10/-
April 3rd: . - FPohatuhaha (Park's Peak, Northern Ruahines). Barbara Taylor. 9/L
EASTER: Kaimanawas. To bBe arranged.
‘April 15-18th: ‘
égéégz April 25—25th{ Kawhatau River, MangaWeka. : Graeme Hare. 10/-
hav lst: Firewood cutting trip. Alan Berry. 9/-
liay 14-15th: Waikamaka Hut. John Fabian. lO/-

N.B.: These fares are reducible by 2/— if' paid before on on
the trip. ' ‘

--- 000 =---
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XMAS GREETINGS: To all members we extend best wishes for a Merry Xmas and a
: Bright New Year.

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Reduce your subscription to £1 by paying it before December 31st.

FLRST MEETING 1960: Wednesday January 20th, in the Radiant Hall.

D 000 ==



remember the ember

Carelessness with campfires and burning-off is probably the cause of

most forest fires. Drown your campfire or cover it with soil. Don’t light
fires in closed seasons. Take extra care with matches and cigarettes in
dry weather. The best way to stop forest fires is not to start them!

Please do your part to Keep New Zealand Green,

event Torest Fires

Farmers—Motorists—~Trampers—Stop Fires early! Please report any
unattended fire immediately to the nearest telephone exchange who
will send a priority toll call to the rural fire officer, '

NEW ZEALAND FOREST SERVICE ® $0IL CONSERVATION COUNGIL
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