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In the first year of the Club, when we were all full of
enthusiasm and gathering in new members every trip, some gloomy .
soul was heard to mutter:- "It's the second year that counts!™
It must have 'tounted" - because here we are in our twenty-second.

Sometime, possibly in our twenty-fifth year, we will write
up the story of it all. In the meantime come and talk about it
at our 2lst anniversary reunion dinner to be held on 26th January,
1957, in the Hawkes Bay Farmers.Tearooms. Fifty-one have already
paild their levy. Further seats are still available.

CLUB TRIPS

, CATTLE HILL :
No. 538 ; ' 5th August

Cancelled on account of trne weathers
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SHUT-EYE - 4RuBTRONG't SADDLE
No. 536 o 19th August

We left Holt's about 6.45 am heading for Shut-Eye. En
route the Prefect played up and an interesting half hour at
Onga Onga resulted in a new fan belt being fitted. Thie delay
caused a late start up the creek bed about .30 am. The party
eplit into three groups, the fastest of which made for the
tops, the middle one headed for the Hut and the third just
ambled up the ridge. We had lunch at Shut-Eye in the open asc
very dead opossume occupied the bunks. Hal later removed the
COTDEES.

The middle group ambled on towards Armstrong's Saddle.
Parting mist 2nd Swiss yodels allowed contact with the fast-
moving party which was turned back by mists and time before
reaching 65. Back at the cars, in the dusk, we gathered stones
for the float.

No. in party: 11. Leader: Norm Elder.
Kath Elder, Edns :nsell, Helen Hill, Nancy Tanner, Alison
Douglas, Alan and Russell Berry, Jin Glass, Graeme Hare,

Hal Christian. :
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_ ' - TE IRINGA . v
No. 537Te 2nd September.
We left Holts at 6.30 am with a few extra bode bringing

the total to nineteen. After a brief stop for some fresh air
for us and some water for the radiator st Willow Ford, we car-
ried on over the Blowhard and eventually to.the top of Gentle
Arnie at approx. 9.15 am. ‘n easy climb took us to the top of
the first rise, where we had a short snell. When we arrived
at the spot just above the creek we decided to fill the billy
and carry it to the top and have lunch there. Shortly after
leaving the creek we came on to a full carpet of snow about

. 18" to 2' deep in the deepest places. We arrived at Te Iringa
at 12.15 pm, had lunch and admired a beautiful view of Ruapehu
and Ngauruhoe while we basked in the brilliant sunshine.

Later on a full-scale snow fight took place, in which
I think all nineteen of us took an active part. An easy walk
then took us back to the truck in which we left Gentle Annie
at 4.30 pm and arrived back.at Holt's at 6.45 om after plenty
of lusty singing in the truck and a very pleasant day altogether.

No. in partys:s 19. Leader: Len Hodgson.
Edna /4nsell, Lois Bartle, Ted and Rachael Priddey, Harie Valler,
ilargaret Powdrell, Heather Robinson, Barbara Hare, Graeme Hare,
Al. Hoffitt, Kevin Simmons, Hal Christian, Jack Landman, Alan
Berry, Ian Berry, Rex Cha»lin, Jim Chaplin, Jim Glass.

——== 000 —--
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, LORKING PARTY - SUITH-RUSSELL TRACK (KLWEKAS) o
No. 538 | ' ~ 16th September.

We left Holt's about 6.30 am with a falr muster of bods,
slashers, axes, d hammer and discs to cut, clear and disc here
and there the Smith-Russgell track through the scrub. At the
road-man's hut we were stopped by a couple of deerstalkers
whose truck was bogged in the clearing opposite. It didn't
teke long to push it on to the road. On arriving at the Pine
Tree we found our parking place fenced off, so we left the
truck just off the road and at 9.30 after changing and the
usual bite to eat, we were on our way. A4 disced pole was
erected at the turn off for Kiwi. Those with slashers and axes
cut the track while the rest of us followed, clearing away the
rubblsh. By 10.45 we reached the stream and since it was to be
the last water for the rest of the day, we decided on 2 boil-up
and an early Jlunch. .

Then Kath and Norm worked along the foot of the hill
towards the shingle slide cutting and discing a track, while
the rest of us climbed 4,100 to give Hal's high school boys a .
view. There was still quite a bit of snow on top and a reason- .-
able view. Clouds covered the tooss of the volcanoes but we .
could see a Tfalr distance all round. The boys couldn't resist -
a2 snow fignht and a sharp battle raged till frozen hands called
a halt. We made short work of coming down the ehingle slice
and cut fresh blazes, adding discs to the track at the foot.
We lost the track in manuka, but kept going and soon came out
to a nice little grasey clearing and found a disc in front of
ug. Norm's answer to our call was surprisingly close. After
a short conference it was decided that the boys would go back
and cut a track through the scrub to the foot of the shingle
glide over the route we had just come. So now, instead of
turning left off the shingle slide, we also have the choice of
turning right and eventually meetin~ the Smith-Russell track
which shortens the distance.: '

“ihile the boys worked the girle returned to the willows
to boil a brew of tea before going home. We left at 5 pm and
hadn't gone far when we met a forestry truck. After some con= .
versation off we set again, but alas and alack a little further
on there was a loud bang, There goes a tyre. We all piled out
and as 1t looked to be a longish job and it was turning cold
with the sun gone some of us walked on for a mile or two even-
tually being picked up. The spare tyre had a bulge and a very
thin place, so the former tyre was left on. We arrived in
Hastings without further incident at 8.3%0 after a successful,
satisfying trip. : : ‘ :

Wo. in party: 16.: . ' v Leader: EBdna Ansell,
Hal Christian + 3. Norm and Kath Elder, Philip and Els Bayens,
Graeme and Barbara Hare, Owen Brown, Jim Glass, Cyril Hargreaves,
Helen Hill, Doreen Fletcher.
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WATKANGKA - WORKING PARTY
No. 9539 29-30th September.

It was a small but highly efficient band of workers that
made its way up the Walpawa river and over the Saddle down to
the Waikamska Hut. At two o'clock a start was made on the
lean-to on the east side of the hut, the piles for which had
already been put in place a month or two before. From the
time a tree was felled to the time it had been adzed and placed
into position as a top plate was about cone and a half hours. -
It was good fun to measure your opening. dash off into the
bush and select your tree, choo i1t down, d6rag it back and nail
it into place. The rain started about three and put a slight
damper on our progress. Every time you lifted your arm to
drive a nail you got a sleeve full of water., The job was just
about completed by five thirty. -

While we had been outside, our very good cook had been
hard at work inside. After the excellent meal we spent the
evening taking indoor photographs by candle light. A comfort-
able and ratlese night was spent with the noise of the rain
outside. After putting finishing touches to the lean-to we
left at ecleven to go out over "66" with the weather still not
looking the best. The climb onto "87" was very cold with
driving rain and hail. Once on top we decided to .scrub "é66"
and make our way round to the gaddle, For almost an hour we
groped our way about in the mist trying to find our way off.
Not until after our commass had fallen to pieces and been put
together again did we find our way onto a2 large natch of = ow
which toox us down to the foot of the saddle. Two hours more
saw us in dry clothes and on the way home.

No. in party: 6 Leader: Jim Glass. .
Owen Brown, Alan Berry, Jack Landman, Len Hodgson, Edna Ansell.

——— 000 ==

_ TRIPLEX - SHUT-EYE TRACK |
No. 540. 14th October,

irembers of the Club were very much in a minority on this
trip. Twemty 6.am starters included seven members. Our thanks
go to Owen Brown for bringing two from Napier and to Hal Christian
for his magnificent effort of eleven helpers - Napier and Hastings
Boys High Schools resvpectively. The party was under way from
Hastings at 6.21 am and Triplex creek at 8.15 am. Recent flood-
ing in the creek had made it possible to stick to new. shingle
banks on the north side and so keep the feet dry right up to
the start of the spur, where the creek was crossed. By division
of the track into "five minute units® per person, the clearing
work up the spur to the ridge overlooking the Waipawa was accomn-
plished in time to have the midday boil shortly after 11 am. at

N
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the water holes in the bush here; the track from here on was 1in
good order. .

This left the afternoon for indegendent effort. All ex-
cept our President - who had some bush ideatification problems
to solve around the spur end here - made for ghut-?ye chack,
Buttercup Hollow, Armstrongs Saddle - and of ¢ourse the ‘stran-
gers” for the first and nearest bit of enow which lay in the
hollow just above and to the south of the saddle near the sur-
vey oipe. o sign of Hamish Armstrong'e plane crash of 1935
was seen in the saddle. There is said to be a piece of tin
nailed to a post to mark the spot. It is suggested that con-
sideration should be given to permanently marking this historic
spot before knowledge of its exact location be lost; especially
ag it was the actual discovery =and subsequent search by some of
cur first memberg that brought them together and resulted in
the foundation of our Club. '

4 party of four (without packs) mace a rapid traverse
onto 65 and back again to Join the main party who-all assecmbled
at the lunch spot with the intention of departing at 4om - =
Tfew minutes later. The leader however found his pack had not
returned from the tos of 62 as hoped, so in ordcr not to delay
the party he decided to return alone to seek it and 1f necess-
ary sonend the night at Shut-Bye and find his own way back to
town. Various kind bods donated extra clothing and food and a
pack to make the prospective night out bearable. “he party
arrived in Hastings about 7.45. The missing pack was smccesg-
fully located - blown off the rock it was left on down the ¥Wiai-
pawa side - too late to make other than the shelter of Shut-Eye
for the night. The leader hitch hiked to Hastings next morning.
As a matter of general information, there is a mail truck that
leaves Cullens at 7.am for Waipawa on ionday, Wednesday and Friday.

No. in party: £0. Leaders: Dick Clark.
Norm Elder, Owen Brown, Philip and Els Bayens, Joyce Stanley,
Hal Christian. Napier B.H.S8.: D. Bowman and . Harris.
Hastings B.H.S.: J. liacKenyie, L."/. Grooby, . Beale, B, Dow-
ney, R. Fleming, W. Roberts, P. lanning, R. Lowe, Ii. Frederick-
son, L. Lowe and B: “ndrews, S

e QU0 -

WAIPAKIHI - LABOUR WEDKID

No. B41{A o ' 20-22nad October.

Dick 2nd I came north on Friday. On ny way south I had
seen the new air-drop Kime Hut, partly dismantled, but could
only show Dick a few scraps of aluminium.  Guite roomy, wooden
floor, six (double) bunks, but no outer door to the porch, which
will £i11 with snow at Kime. iiakahu hut should be of similar
size. ~After Wailouru overshot the 15-mile turn-off first go, but
doubled back and put our marker discs out. Pretty draughty, so
put a tent up for the Inland Patea contingent, but we had hardly
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settled into our sleeping bags before honks and yells indicated
their arrival (5+ hours from Jaglbr) 2 hours before we expected.
floke to find a car-load of shooters and two truck loads - Tara-
rua and Wanganui - parked alongside. As the others intended a
primus boil-up before starting, we weat ahead to the Walkato,
where we were Jjoined by the Wanganui vparty of six, and break-
fasted. On upstream for a couplc of hours to a particularly
pleasant camp site on a btig flat velow Patutu. We had over-
taken three parties of somewhat baffled shooters and been over-
taken by the Tararus party of 1lé&.

After pitching camp and a meal we headed off up the
nearest spur but it wasn't a good choice with a lot of lawyer
and second growth, and further up windfalls. Came back to fiad
the Wanganui T.C. had headed off upstream with the intention of
going out over Umukarikari. We were a bit jammed for a program-
me as the Inland Patea party had to return on Sunday, aad we
didn't know what the T.7.C. were doing. However, on Sunday it
turned out that two T.T.C. and two #.T.C. were for the tops,
so we teamed up and followed a better route, the bold northern
approach to Patutu. 4 beautiful day with fair visibility from
Southern Rushines to Kawe&abe Makorako, etec., and round to
Taupo and Titiraupungs: A jar at the trig has recordes back to
the H.T.C. crossing in 7947 ’

We then qullts HeT.C. bound for the Karikaringsa “innacles
and an elusive forget-me-not, T.T.C. for a route down Pinnacle
Creek, but when we stopged for a boil-up they smelt our smoke
and came In. Then they found & taiz-off and disappeared and we
continued north. Failed to find our plant, so made Karikaringa
well on in the afternoon, and took off down the 8.%W. ridge.
This has =2 couple of impressive pinnacles, rather on the lines
of Tararua Peak, but was alleged to be =211 right. A bit of
gscrambling just the same; then down the bush ridge, pretty
scrubby, to the river an hour abcove the camp Tlat. Just got in
without using torches, after a fairly full day, aad the uncon-
sumed portion of the Tararua stew gaved cooking and was most
welcome. Some singing and so to bed. ‘ C

shinn but the ap-
and w¢ wers on our

Monday morning began in leisurely fa

g -

in out (traces of snow
t

nroach of a "undqutorﬂ got things i
way out at 10, Rather a wet and chilly tr
on the Desert Road) and when the T.T.C. 8 ed at the Waikato

to locate a stray bod and boil-un, we oniy stayed till the fire
wae going and the party re-assembled, tnrn plodéed out to the road.
Some trouble getting on to the b1+umcn with the assistance of

the assembled trampers, but nothing to that of a counrle of shoot-
ers’' vehicles which had ventured in =long the track, and of the
breakdown truck likewise bogged, ;ry‘ng to get one out. Headed
into Walouru with a mecssage for assictance, tren thome across the
Inland Patea. A striking white bancd of nail up the face of
Aorangl, no human traffic, but wild duck in =2 watersonlash, hares
everywhere and a Jap hind near the Kakakino. Reached the top of
Gentle Jnnie before switching on headlighte - and so home.

At

No. in party: 6. R Leader: Norm Elder.
Dick Clark, Edna Anscll Helen Hdill,. Joyce Stanley, Nancy .Tanner.

G,
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SOUTH RANGI - KAWHATAU - BHANGAWEKA

No. 541(B) ' 20-22nd October.

For one reason or another, the onarty for the Chateau
gradually dwindled away until finally only two starters remaincd
- not a very economical truckload. The afore-mentioned two -
therefore jumped into a wee car on S2turday morning and set off
to have a fossick around some of the Less often visited regions
of the Rushines. We struck the first snag at Triplex, where
recent floods had comopletely scoured out the original ford, so
vith much muttering we shouldered our packs and trudgea off up
the track along which we had bounced so merrily in the Club
truck. so many times before. Our aim was to strike into the
Rawhatau via thie long spur leading up onto South Rangi (5996')
from the East, a oromising enough looking route, but rather an
unknown quantity. ’

The going proved gquite good however, although 1t turncd
out to be quite a step from Triplex creeck, across the Worth '

" Block, to the foot of a side spur leading up on to the main

‘gpur above. A heavy westerly wina developed duriang the day,
and this did not meke the rather sgtecpisgh final elopes of South
Rangi any easier. The route then led down to the saddle, over
the rocky knob, up the shingle slide, up the steep snowgrass,
and g0 to Paemutu, as we had done “ueen's Birthdsy befors lact.
Long snow glopnes leading down to Tussock Creczk just begsed to
be glissaced upon, and our srogress to the Kawhatau accelerated
more than somewhat. Dusk was falling as we hastened down the
river to Rangi Creck, which we finally reached at 7 pm. - 10
hours from Triplex. '

Despite about half an inch of rain during the night, the
morning dawned practically clear, and we werc soon burning up
the track in the direction of our objective no. 1 of the trin -
ilangaweka (5637'). The route leacs directly up from the Kawha-
tau by way of Trig Creek, and fact that we climbed thec 3000
to the trig in two hours is an indication of the rapid going
this affords. Ilangaweka itself, the sccond highest non-volcanie
peak in the North Island (Hikurangi - 5753' in the Raukunaras

*hag pride . of place) is merely a gently rounded kiob on the

Hikurangi Range, all of which is over about 5200'.

After a very pleasant boil-us in = sunny sp0t, gheltered
from the brecze, we ambled off in the direction of Hikurangi
(Junior). Just north of langaweka however, we came upon the
scene of something I have never before struck in the Ruahines -
an avalanche. About an acre of snow, some eight fect thick at
the point where it had broken away, had slid down into a small
basin in a wild confusion of jumbled blocks and miniature cre-
vasseg. Two hours sufficed for the trios along the bpoad tussock
crest of the range to Hikurangi and back, and we were soon glis-
csading madly down the heavily snow-covered east face of ianga-

‘weka to Trig Creek and the Kawhatau below.
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lionday morning was murky, decidedly so. Hughie at least

obliged by giving us a chance to strike camp without getting
wet, but then he really sent it down. Up Rangi Creek we plod-
ded, and somehow managed to go sadly astray from the track up
to Rangi Saddle. After almost an hour and a half of floundering
- and crashing through leatherwood and assorted scrub, with the

rain simply teeming down, we eventually set foot on the Sadcle
at 10.1H6. A few watery rays of sunshine greeted us upon arrival
go thoughts of retreat via Waikasmaka were abandonecd, and the
scheduled trip out by way of Rangi wnrocceded with., The approatch
to Rangi by way of the Saddle is not to be recormended, as we
found out when we struck a nasty 1litilc rock biuff a few hundred
feet from the top. Howcver, we made it in due course, to be
confronted with a delightful panorama of swect nothing at all,
unless one counteg the mist. No tiwme was lost in picking our
way through a most prolific growth of spaniard, and making our
descent to the Waipawa by way of the Saddle. The steady down-
pour in the lower reaches of the river went »ractically unnot-
iced as we took in the effects of the flood a few weeks before;
logs piled high across the river bed; slips from the panke at
every turn, and even a branR new vaterfa2ll about 80 fect high. -
Half an hour down the ftrack from the ¥ill brought us to the

car once more, a welcome sgight after a2 vigorous but fruitful
week-onde. : :

¥o, in party: 2. Alan Berry and Jiwm Glass
e D00 =

NORTHERN RUAHINTS _
No. 542, 28th October.

Cancelled owing to lack of suppnort.

——— 0U0 =w-

KAWEBKAS ~ REHBEUBRANCE DAY
No. 543. - 10-11th November.

‘ The advance party left at 9.am. on Saturday morning with
the idea of doing some necessary repairs to the bunks in the
Kaweka Hut before the arrival of the iiain party. We (Graeme
Here, Cyril Hargreaves and the leader) met R.E.C. (Radio Emer-
gency Corps) members Ron Morgan and iiorrie Taylor with Angus
Russell at Omahu and had a leisurely drive to the Pines, fol-
lowed by a leisurely trip to the Tutaekuri. Just after cross-
ing the river we ran into Norman. He and Kath had gone in to
Kiwi Hut the day before and intended to camp on Saturday night
at Studholme's Saddle with the R.E.C. party. . This would make
the final ascent to the Cairn shorier and give the radio time
to be set up and tested on arrival there.
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However, Kath was overtaken by violent abdominal pains
at 8.30 am. and as she was no better two hours later, Horm set
“out .via Kaiarihi and Kaweka Hut to contact our party, eventually
meeting us shortly before 1.30 pm. The R.HE.C. men immediately
set up their transmitter and tried to make contact with the out-
gside world, while we boiled the billy for lunch. Saturday after-
noon is filled with sport etc., and having no schedule arranged
no radio contact could be made. Hoping to do better out of the
river bed, we shifted back up the ridge south of the Tutackuri.

Norm set off on the return Jjourney to Xiwi up the old
pack track on the ridge, now almost obliterated by scrub. It
was arranged that if tie radio could still make no contact, the
leader slhiould return to the road and drive out to the ﬂeareet
phone at Waiwhare, Angus would return to Bwamp Cottage and make
a base there, and Graeme and Cyril would nilot Ron and Morrie
up to Xiwl Hut. As there were no results by 2.50 »m, the leader
left for the road and met the main body, which had left town in
the truck at 1l.30, near Swamp Cottage. They sald Doc Bathgate
was at Kuripapango and might be prepared to go in to Kiwi. The
main body_ consisted of Owen Brown, Jack Landman, RBdna Ansell,
Pat Bolt, Helen Hill, Joyce Stanley, and seven high school Dboys.
It was arranged that Owen, Jack, Helen and Joyce, with Doc if
available, should go up to Xiwi, the rest staying at Swamp Cot-
tage for the night and to awalt further developments. Found
Doc at the Macdonald's and he took off for Swamp Cottage, leaving
with the party about 5.30 pm. WMiss Macdonald very kindly drove
the leader in to see if the ¥Forestry peonle (who have a radlo
transmitter) were at home, but no luck.

Meantime, the R.E.C. party had remained on the PlGPG
south of the Tutaekuri and finally made contact about 3.45 nm
with Stratford (over Kiwi Saddle and iount Ruapehu!). After
some difficulty, messages were finally relayed by Stratford to
Wellington and on to Hastlngs,

_ The leader got to the phone at F.%W. Ward's, Jjust across
Yillow Ford, soon after 5.30 pm and rang Janet Lloyd asking her
. to get in touch with the Club Cg tain, Phil Bayens, and try to
srganise stretcher carriers When I located Ted Nanier, R.E.C.,
at 6.pm he told me that Doc icPherson, the Napier Ambulance, and
R.%.0. members with another set, were leaving almost immediately
for the road-head at the Pines.

Horm arrived back at Kiwi Hut at 5.pm to find that Kath
had got the upoer hand over the bug that had stricken her -
mercifully it was nothing more serious - and she set to work -
repairing bunks and preparing for the arrival of latcr parties.
S0 some maintenance work was done in the Xaweka range! The R.E.C.
party9 Graeme and Cyril set out for Kiwi some time after 4.pm,
and after an arduous trip with heavy »nacks in the cold and lat-

- terly dark and showers, arrived at the Hut at 8. 45pm. Good
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piloting by the boys on their first trip to Kiwi. The H.T.C.
party with Doc Bathgate arrived after arn squally cold, dark and
damp trip at 2.30 pm. Eleven trampers swnent the night in Kiwi.

The ambulance, lr. and ¥rs. Gilehrist and Wr. Ted Napiler
of the R.E.C. with radio gear afflVbd at the Pines about 8.pm,
and Doc icPherson and three deerstalkers soon. after. The H.T.C.
carrying party of 15 strong men and true (thanks to sterling
organlsatlon by Janet and helpers at Bace) get out from Holts
just after 8.pm in two trucks, very kindly lent by Lr. Berry,
and two cars and arrived after a fast trip two hours later at
the Pines. Difficulty was experienced getting in touch with
Kiwi Hut by radio, bul finally contzct was made soon after 10.
pme. and the information received that Keth had recovered. The
carrying party was ready to leave Tfor Kiwi, but instead they
turned round and went home, ag did the ambulance, Doctor, and
R.%.C. peonle. Laurie Xenny, who had his own car, and Doug
Napier decided to remain with us at Swamp Cottage. By midnight9
peace and gulet had once more descended on the Kawekas

On Sunday morning Pat and Edna set out for 4,100 with
the seven boys, and Angus, Doug and Laurle went off too, leaving
the leader to vait at the Cottage for the 0ld llembers and fami-
lies to arrive. The first car-loszd reached the road-head about
9.am and thev trickled in until 1l.am. iLr. and Mrs. Bickerstaff,
R.E.Cs, and an assistant brought in a radio set to link up with
the top party for the Service of Commemoration. Contact was
finally established at 11l.15 - after the Kiwi Hut party had
changed the direction of their re“La o We -~ 13 adults and 12
chlldren - gethered round the set at Swanp Cottage while Norman
conducted the Service at Kiwi Hut. I wag really most 1Wpfcrs_veg
though reception wag a little wesekk at blnesa

After Junch,; the old members and their children all wan- .
dered along the track as far as the lLakes and back. The young-
est - 1l3-month 0ld son of Radioman Kosg Bickerstaff - went in a
pack, the rest mostly on foot. The advance. party ITrom Kiwl re-
turned at 3.pm and the others an hour later. After a cuppa,
tracks were made for home. The truck was found to have a flat
tyre, which was soon changed, and we left in cars and truck for

o+

Napier, Hastings and Havelock at D.onle

We owe much gratitude to the Radio Emergency Corps members.
who gave g0 generously of their time and energy in helping in an
hour of need, and due to their link much time and labour were
saved. To them also go our thanke for making possible the par-
ticipation of those at Swamp Cotlage in the “ommemoratlon Ser-
vice. As usual, when the call for neln came H.T.C. members
gave no thought to their plansed arrangenents and entertainment
and took,off'at a moment‘c notice Tor ihs rangeso

It was Very pleasant to be able to link up with the high
party for the SP“VICQ (even though this year we were unable to
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reach the Cairn) as it is mostly the 0ld lcmbers, whose tramping
activities are 1limited by family responsibilities and.lack of
training, who knew and tramped with those whose nameg are en-
graved on the Cairn.

Friday party: 2. ljorm and Kath Zlder.

Saturday party: 21l. Leaders: N. Tanner.
Graeme Hare, Cyril Hargreaves, Angus Russell, Ron Iorgan and
morrie Taylor KeE.C., Owen Brown, Jack Landman, %dna Anscll,

Pat Bolt, Helen Hill, Joyce Stanley, ané High School boys Bruce
Downes, Neville Hutchison, Alan Kiang, Laurence and Raymond Lowe,
Peter uanning and Barry Pocock, and Laurie Kenny and Doug Napiler.

Sunday party: 26. ,

Mrse. Lovell-Smith, Joan and Clem Smith and Brian; Marge and Les
Holt, Sally and John; Joan and Arch Toop, Brenda, David and Roger;
Dulcie and Alan Oulaghan, Anne, Susan, Christine =nd Barbara;

iir. and Mrs. Bickerstaff, R.E.C., Paul and Stewart, and Alan
Leitch. Ron Craig and cousin came out :in the afterhoon.

- 000 —--

EEPORT 0 KIWI HUT RESCUE OPERATION | :
10th November, 1956,

Trhough this turned out to be a false alarm, and apologies
are due to those whose week-end was unnecessarily disrupted in
consequence, action had to be taken on the assumption that it
was a case of serious illness. As a trial of the emergency or-
ganisation 1t was a first class turn-out and would have been
adequate for an all-night carry should this have been neceszarve.

At the time of stand-down, radio, doctor and a carrying
party were at Kiwi Hut and very strong relief parties at the road
head with radio, a second doctor and an ambulance. This, however
had taken 111 hours from the decision that assistsnce was neces-
sary, though it is difficult to sce how this time could have been .
reduced under the circumetances, '

A search committee, assisted by those particularly con-
cerned with the organizing of rescue parties, have discussed
mainly the provlems that have cropned up and are likely to be
encountered in future emergenciesae-

(1) Liaison. The initial difficulty in makKing radio
contact from the Tutaekuri led to parallel conmunications
being established by radio and phone, and the organization of
two rescue groups resulting in a large turnout at the roadhead.
Under the circumstances with the prospect of an arduous night
~carry this had no serious drawbacks, but for economical use of
man-power some closer liaison between the various search temms
would probably have been found necessary. An exXample was the -’

(11.




difficulty the first parties to reach the roadhead had in (12.
locating the Swamo Cottage°

(2) 0dd volunteers turned up at the roadhead without the
base controller being notified of their delarture. Either base
of club captain should be contacted.

(3) Police. Traditionally search and rescue operations
within a club are its responsibility. Consequently in this
case police were not informed by the H.T.C. base, but were an-
proached by R.E.C. base. The committee have decided that in
future notification of the police shall be standard oractice
in all types of search and rescue, even though ascistance be
not requirede

(4) Press. Inaccurate press resorts caused a certain
amount of annoyance. The only solution is for reporters to
know where they can get accurate information; and the commit-
tee propose to supply the local papers with covies of the
club'e search procedure memorandum. They can then get a grasp
of the general set-up and can locate competent members of the
organization. It is realized that this places an additional
burden on the control organization, snd it will probably bs
necessary for the base to depute someone to deal with press
enguiries in order to keep phone communications clear.

(5) Long Carries. The prosnect of an 211 night carry in
high country under indifferent weather conditions made it clear
that considerable problems of organization would havp been en-
countered. The follow1nﬁ were discussed:-

(a) The siting and manning of at least two boil-up noints
along the route.

(b) The relaying of the carrying pnarties' packes and the
desirability of relief parties dumping Uacks and going
forward light.

%c) The use of anchor ropes on screes and steep faces.

d) The opening »f narrow portions of track for the vassage

- of a stretcher. ’

(e) The search committec su
to the problems of a 1

rzest that a fixture be devoted
g Ccarry. '

(6) Medical Instruction. In this case the sick person
had to be left unattended for 7 hours and it was 12 hours be-
fore a doctor arrived. It is easy to visualize conditions
under which as much as 24 hours may have to be spent before
medical helo is available.  Little can be done, the problem is
one of nursing rather than first aid.: It would be of the great-
est value to have instruction as to what should, or more impor-
tant, should not be done in these circumstances (e.g. drink,
sugar, alcohol, aspirin, etc. ).

(7) Expcnses. The club search fund exists to meet ex-
penses occurred in an ooeration such as this which is the club's
resoonsibility. ‘
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ANNUAL REPCRT.,

Membership:

: This year closed with a mémbership of .89, made up
gas follows: - ' '

Full members : _ 6
Junior members

A bsentees members = -
Honorary members : -
Associste member

- Lite member

6
1

= e 1 SO
1= NN~

"PRESIDENT 'S REPORT:

This meeting marks the club's 21st anniversary and-
cells for some sort of a review, but when I look back I feel
that ail thet csn be said has been said. So instead of a
serious review, I prcopose to start with lizards,.

This lizard business started with the club's first
teip on Te Aratipi in October 1935 snd led to the story of
Pohokura., It is appropriate that I should now retell this
legend in the form in which the club first heerd it:-

...On fthe arrival of the Tekitimu canoe, the new-
comers, finding the land already inhabited, proceeded down the
Tast Cosst to pick up a suitable site for settlement. - Their
venturescme leader was Tsmatea, known ss Pokai Whenua (liter-
ally, rolling the country into s bundle) form the extent of .
hie explorations. On reaching Heretaunga he set off upr country .
with his son (Kahungunu) to pick up the lie of the land and '
eventually came to a pa called Otupse, on the snowy shoulder
o' the Rushines that we see through the Tarusrau Gap. Here,
while he sat and rested, he put down the calabssh which slways
accompanied him containing his two pets, Rhokura, a lizard, and
Kshu o te Rangil, s crayfish, snd when he came to pick it up
h’s pets had escaped. Pohokura's outlines are visible today
in the ridges of the Rushine Range and the moaning of Kshu o
te Rangi who lurks in the va lleys of the Kaimanawa csn be
heard when bad weather 1is approasching....

- With no disrespect to his descendsnts, we have bezn
followers of Tamatea in 2 very special sense. Even recently
we have found ourselves following his footsteps perhaps s shade
toc closely, in a damp gully at the head of the Tauranga Taupo
and again at a tapu rock in the Ika-awatea. It is not that
we spend our time chasing legends (or éhasing lizards for that
matter), but the stories ceme up and we can share and sympath-
ize with these first explorers and their problems.
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We sre still exploring, It is surprising to check
up and find That though the club trips now tally 540, 3 quarter
of this year's trips were over new routes. itrmakeb vou real-

- 1se how 1uckv we are in the country thst we csn reasch from
Hawke s Bgy.. :

Gettlng there is the trouble, Rising transport
costs have compelled us to buy our own truck snd, thsnks to our
truck committee and to working pesrties, we are able. to offer
cheap transport to our members. ‘The club's thanks are part-
icularly due to I=2n Stirli ng. We do not know how much of
nis own time he hss put into truck ﬂQiﬂtenann'g but we suspect
it must be considerable, and we sre grateful to him. © Hven so
we sre not guite bresking square and the transport funéd is being
subsidised from the club's general funds. e can meet this
in four ways: (1) Raising fares: (2) Incressirg the subscript—-
ion; (3) Running more worklng partle ; (M) Incr6831ng our

,membershlp

Now it is 3 matter of fundsmentsl policy that the
club suprlies cheap transport. That rules out 1 and 2. I
don‘t think we should attempt more working parties. We also
have our own hut and track maintenance to consider - and over
the 1la2st year something like third of our fixtures were working
parties of one kind or snother. (It should be wmentioned that
in addition to esrning £47 to meet itruck deprecistioh the club,
with the much-appreciated assistance of Greater Hastings, has .
added £72 to the Ross Sea Fund in tne course of the vear - 23
considersble total for s small body). Mozt of these trips
were well supported but it is putting too much on to the will-
ing horses. That rules out 3, and leaves us with the need to
1ncrease our membership.

I might -point out that in 21 yesrs our tot2l member-—

thn hss only increased by 1, though in the meantime the district

has gone ahead and sprouted two new cities. Also we can al-
ways do with sn intake of new blocd. I usually do a moan
about the loss of useful members, but I think I1'd better give
it 2 —est this time. = When I read in the annusl report of the
T.T. u that all their 9c+1ve members were of less tnian two
yesr's standing I thought I'd check up on our ocwn position,
Here are some figures which may smuse you. The Easter trip
down the Tauranga Taupo was a representative turn-out. About
onek+h1rd were of less than two yeavrs’ stapdlné, the average
3% years and if the Kaipo party is includea, 57 years. The
leaders of the Iatest fixture list up to Christmas qvera%;e 7%
years with the club. The moral secms to he that it isn't the
shortage of cld-timers that is our worry.

Most people, unless they hsve some specisl interest
to keep them going, tend to fade out. For thst reason, this
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218t znniverssry means more I think to the earlier members than
to the club as a whole, It is the 5-6 years when you were
tramping that matters. That is why the reunion was shifted
from Labour Day ~ because we knew Jnlly well that all the active
members would be far too busy tramping to attend We hope
that by putting it at the end of Janusry we'll have the club
that is as well as the club that was.

Twenty»one -years isn' t-such a long time but it is
worth recalling thst when we started in 1936 it wss still in
the time of the slump. We were all hard up but we had a lot
of fun, snd 1t gave us one benefit, s tradition of self-
relisnce.. Consider - the club huts. In 1936 we built the
Ksweks Hut, every penny of 1t with our own money. In 1940, we
got a £5 grant towsrds building the Waikemaka Hut, in 1947 50“
of the cost of Xiwi Saddle. In each case of course we supplled
100% of the lsbour., ~ Now if the Makahu Hut gets built it will
be done by Forestry, cost, labour and - &l. It has even been
suggested that we get paid for track’» g-cutting contracts, so.
it appears that a trampers' millenium is approaching.

In conclusion I should express the club's thsnks to
the various sub~committees whose reports follow, in case they
are too shy to blow their own trumpets - particularly to the
eocial committee not only for a very full programme of enter-
tainment at meetings but for their remarkable feat, which must
be unique in the annals of the Blossom Parade, of entering a .
successful float and making a cash profit on 1t; to the fix~
ture committee formking us work and enjoy it; to the truck
committee for keeping us rolling; and to the gear custodian
for making gear a money-spinner. We have to make our fare-
well to Alf Dixon, who has been our suditor for a number of
years, but is now joining the higher brass and moving to .
Wairoa, T am not thinking se much of his use in keeping o
succession of treassurers on the rails, as of his value in
emergend4es with his knowledge of the country 2nd his conn-
~ection with scouts and rovers, '

CLUB CAPTAIN'S REPORT: -

' This is more or less s marked year, being the 21st
anniversary., - Knowing of early club history only form hearsay,
I like to concentrate on the present and future.

The present active membershlp is about 60, the major—”:
ity hav1ng been three years or more connected with the club. s

Here is something we milss. There should be s wide base of
new~comers, with sn ®xperienced middle section to train the
new members, You can compare it with s pyrsmid -

/ _ 5 years i S ‘ o
_ L years experienced members,

3 years
/ 2 years

1 years

new members,
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It tskes at least a couple of years before g - tramper
can call hinself experienced -~ a couple of snow trips, 2 few
river trips, resl bushbashing, and a couple of timesgbeing lost,
without 10sing his hesd,. This 811 takes time.

Trips: Only tow trlp% were cancelled., . --One was

converted into a working party (deck of the truck), ‘the other
was cancelled owing to bad westher. = The leader should not

hesitate to alter a trip, if that particulsr part of the
country is inaccessible ( .e.g. because of swollen rivers), but
if other arrangements can be made, it should be left to the

leasder's initiative. - In other worgs, never cancel a trip,
make other arrangements, Two trips are worth matlonlﬁg

513 Northern Kaimsnawa Crossing,

.2) . Northern Rushine Crossing, in which we covered some,
entirely new country. Someé of us had a go at the Sawtooth,

but 1t had to be absndoned owing to bzd weather. . The average
number on trips was 13, '

Meetings: A4 new meeting—place was found, which-

is a big improvement.  The =2ttendance at meetings 1s getting
-a 1little low. With an sctive membership of 60, we could at- '
lesst expect 4O or 50 &t the meetings. It is only two Wednes-

day nights in the month and I am sure that 1t is not much of
a burden to nnybody to keep those cCates free. :

tAnother remarkable schievement wss the "'Vloat ‘
Antarctics, - There was sctuslly = photo of it in ore of N. Z
leading weeklies Brawo, So. c191 00mw1++ee

Finally, I would 11ke to thak evérybocy who co-oper-
ated with the club ‘and especially those gho. give ‘their permiss-

ion to psss over their property, not forgeﬁtlng thelr h08p1t81~ o

ity when weweree in trouble.
. Search and Rescug;

A rescue practice with the St HJohn Ambulsnce -and a
ttial sesrch and rescue with the R.E.C. have been held in the
course of the year. An innovstion in the- latter was the
reference back to Hastings of injuries for medical advice.

One dhort stand-tc and the elements of a second, were useful
tests; the flap they caused has led to the drafting of =
summary of sesrch procedure for quick sction in an emergency.
Coples of this are held by the members of the Search Committee
and have been:circulated tc Police, R.E.C. & nd S.A.R. head- |
guarters, so that next time the bslloon goes up each person

: concerned can get straight on to the immediate action The
search 11st has been kept up to date.

5 .-
. SN . © e e
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FPIXTURE, HUT AND TRACK REPORT:

) Fixtures: The committee has met prior to the public-
ation of each issue of Pohokurs snd drswn up a3 fixture list.

- -‘Huts: At Waikamaka, plles and sleepef plates have
‘been cut out of local black beech, creosoted and plsced in posit-
ion on the original site. = The hut has been replsced on these.
Repalrs have been effected to the chimney.. A strip of flat—
iron has been attached to the bottom hslf of the outside wall,
A lean~to is under construction to give space for packs and filre-
wood, Creosoted plles and plated sre in position snd the frame-

work has recently been erected. Jne further working party
should complete this addition. t Kiwi, 2 new axe-handle 1is
needed, At szeka, the door requires s. better cstch, and hsalf

the bunks need repairing. Makshu- qaddl@-,vﬁfly this year a

- party prospected a number of sites for the N.Z. Forestry -&rvice
“but no definite arrangements to bulld have ye+ been made by *hst

body.

‘ : Tracks: Smith-Russell (to L100! on Kiwi) Track *
thr ough the tea-tree has been recut snd disced, Also = direct
route back from the shingle slide to the turn-off on this
~track hss been cut and disced. - Daphne Spur: A -great desl of
snow-broken branches obscure this Irack, A suggestion hsas
been made that the club endesvour to obtain a contract from
Trorestry for clesring this track. Colenso Spur: A working:
rerty is needed to-open up s track. from the deer wallow near the
bush level up on to the tussock or out on to the shingle slide,
A route down could be prospected from the bottom of the shingle
slic¢e across the bush on to Colenso. Spur sbove. Colenso's Camp.
Discs need replacing on this track. - Shut-Eye Track: This needs
clearing of fern in the lower levels and snow-broken branches
higher up. : : ! :

: TRUCK COMMITTEE REPORT

A The major problem which GAEFCioed the minds of the
committee during the year was the provision of a less elderly
and more commodious means of transporh. = Although the BedPord
‘had given us 18 maths of practically trouble—zree running, the
‘need was felt. for @ heavier vehicle, and the present 1938 Ford
was purchased with this in mind. : Thﬂ purcnsse price was £160,

:but to this must be added certain non-recurring expenditure in
improvements such as the sealed~beam lights znd deck alterations.
The sale of the Bedford realised £100 towards theuoost ‘of the

-«present truck. The motor of the Ford seems to‘be in very good

~condition, and now-that most of the minor defects have been
ironed out, we should be able to 1ook forward to several years
of relatlvely trouble—free service,
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Two magor trlps were undertaken during the year - to
Poronui st Labour week-end and again 2t Easter, the party being
picked up at Motuoaps Bsy on the latter . occas1on Just for
the record, sbout 290 rassengers were carried s total of approx -~

imately 30 000 passsenger miles, an increase of 6000 over 1ast
vesr, '

SOCIAL COMMITTEE REPCRT:

Over the last twelve months, members have travelled. - -
over many-lands, and we have been able to share these travels
with their letters and colourful photography. - Speakers have
been few, but very interesting. If members could suggest any.
subjects suitable for club evenings, the socisl committee would
be pleased to take them on.

- Blossom Psrade ceme and went like the snow that fell

in the night What an urge it was to get some of the real stuff-
but no, Antarctics carried her own snow (borsx). Though our
entry was on a small scale, the effect was gond and most realﬁw-
istic, galning one of the few places on the picture page. - bPer--
haps 1t was the perky penguins or the snowy “Husky" (klndlv lent:
by Mr Thew), that caught the camers's eye. We are very grate~ a7
ful to 211 who have helped the committee this: year. R R

REUNION COMMITTEE:

At the 01d Members' Trip held in October, 4955 2
committee that included ex-members as well as presenf members
was set up to plan s twenty-first reunion.

We first of 211 sent cut circulars to all present
members ‘snd ex-members that we could contact to find out who
weuld be intereésted snd also to get, if we could, sddresses of

those ex-members with whom we had loqt touch. There wa an en—.
couraglnp response so we went shead.

A second circular gave the detailed planu and the
cost per head., = We are aiming 2t covering all expenses with the
reunion levy which we asked people to send in by the end of - :
September. The resrorqe to this ha2as been g2 1little disappbint~-
ing so far, but the actusl reunion date, January 26-27th, 1957
is stlll a good way shead,

Those most interested seem to be the ones who belonged
to the club before the war.

"POHOXURA",

With the help of leaders of trips, contributérs of
special articles, typlstes, duplicators, staplers and wrappers,
the ususl three copies of "Rhokura" have been put into your hands
this yesr. We regret that no copy arrived st Shackleton Base,
but one was posted,
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Still more contributions would be welcome. Over-
seas members, please note.

Further rejuvensation of the dupllcator should make
that branch of the work easier next year, ‘

PUBLICITY,

Brief accounts of the more interesting trips have
been submitted to the leesal press, with s summary of the bush-
-craft film, and there was also a full account of the public show-
ing of the Barun and ‘Antsrctic films when George Lowe was here,
to raise money for the Ross Sea Fund,

&

A mnotice board, similsr to the one in Jack Charters'
window, is now displayed in @ sports shop in Napler to make it
more easy for visiting trﬂmper% and prospectlve members to get
in touch with the club, -

The project of publishing 2 route guide to commemor-
ate this anniversary is under wsy, and there is = possibility
that this will be. published by the Pegasus Press as one of thelr
holiday guide series,

LIBRARY :

This yesr 20 members took out L} books which brought
in 12/-. Since moving to the Radiant Hsll our pictures have
also to be housed in the 1library cupbosrd which rather makes for
over~crowding.

During the psst yesr three new books were donated
to the club, "We Die Alone", "Crusader Fox King" and last month
we were delighted to recelve from George Lowe 'a copy of "East of
Everest", written by himself snd Ed Hillary. Many thanks,
George, It has been suggested that any books not connected with )
tramping be excluded to make room for later additions,

GEAR GUSTODIAN'S REPORT:

. The gear at -home has been checked . up and 1s in quite
good order, The tent that wss written off last year was press-
ed into service once more as part of Antarctics, in the Blossom
pasrade,. But again I have not visited the Kiwi and Wailkamaka '
‘Huts since winter and can only say thet gear there wa s checked'atl
the beglnning of the calendar year.

Just over 2 month basck I was at the Kaweka Hut and
found that recent visitors had left the cemp over full of water.
The frying pans had been only too well clesned and had rusty
surfaces, and had to be polished off with s little salt-free fat,

Tents)and packs hsve been returned in good time and
dry, but billies have not 2lways had the ssme good treatment,
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and the lsrge billies are very black inside.
%

Hire of gesr has brought in s total of £9. 1. 6D,,
an increase of £. L. 6D, on lsst year, This is make up as.
follows:~ - , - :

Parks

Packs

Billies

Boots

Tents

- Ice Axes
" Goggles, etec.
- 8ale of ether
containers

I
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APPRECIATION:

The club's apprecistion of the kindness of properfy~
owners has been expressed by the Club Captzin in his report.

——

ANNUAL MEETING,
The following officers were elected:- -

Patron: Dr D.A. Bathgste.

Presicent: - N.L. mlder. |
Vice—~Presidents: J. Lloyd, R.W. Chaplin, W,G.Lowe.
Club Captain: Philip Bayens. - |

S ecretary: " U.M. Greenwood,

Ereasurer:' -~ 'Alan Berry.

Auditor: C. Stirling.

Executive Committee: P, Bolt, N, Tanner, H. Christian,
. Glsss, H. Hill, J.:  Landmsan,

. Wood. :

. Bolt, E. Bayens, J. Glass,

. Ansell, G. Hare, L.Hodgson,

SRS

Social Committee:
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»  SUB-COMMITTEES.

: The executive commlttee 5t its first meeting appointed
the follow1ng ;sub-committees:~ .

Fixture, Hut and e .
- Track Committee: H. Christisn(convenor), H.Hill,
) P P. Bayens, -

- Search Committee: Pre sident, Club Captain,

Secretary .

Truck Committee: ~ 'A. Berry, I. Stirling.
‘Reunion Committee: ~ J. Lloyd, N. Elder, U.Greenwood,
e - L. Lattey, L, Holt A Toop,

Co S N, Tanner. »

Editor: - J. Lloyd,

‘ Gear: K.M.Flder, with N. Tsnner,

Press & Publiciuv N. Elder,

-Album: , > dJd. Glass, » v

Notgce Boards~ Hastings - A, Berry,

Napler - - E, Ansell.
Librarian:' ' E. &nsell, ’

RUAPEHU:  EMERGENCY FIRST AID. : o »

R Following ‘discussions between the Federated
lMiountain Clubs, the Taumarunui Hospital Board, the Department of Tourist and
Publicity, and the Department of Health, arranfements have been made to instal
X-ray equipment at the Chéteau Tongarlro for use during the winter months. A
doctor from Taumarunui will be in attendance to operate the X~ -ray equlpment and
deal with casualtles.

CLUB. EVENINGS: ie have ‘had ten-minute talks on ﬁheﬁcombass, food, how to walk,
and slides of a trip to England, a visit to Queensland and
various excursions in the local ranges.

xﬁluE Iy RENT. The rent of the Radiant Hall has been raised to 25/- a night,

, When this was announced at the club meeting, someone suggested
that 1nstead of raising subscriptions each person should contribute sixpence a
meeting.  The most favoured method of collecting this was for gveryone to drop
the coin nonchalantly on the dinner-waggon as they took their cup of tea. The
response that first night was so enthusiastic that we overdid 1t and collected
14/61 Keep it up, everybodv.

©

NEW MEMBERS: — We welncme.Heather Robinson and Ron biorgan to the club.
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PRIVATE TRIPS

July 10th. RUAPEHU _ -  NATIONAL PARK

We left Hastings at 5,30 a.m. in a downpour of raln which did
not stop till we at last got te Taupo g 12 noon, We onlvy had 5
stops during the trip. Petrol blockage, which persisted occurred
at regular Intervals and 1n the most awkward places, e.g. halfwav
up a steep hill or just on a sharp corner. From Taupo we had a
good view of the bad weathér-at National Park. With this in mind
we declded to see the dav nut at the MNotuopa Bav Youth Hostel.
The level of the lake was very high, ¥any a summer cottage was
surrounded with water. S TP A SRR PULU DO
July 1lth - Off to N.Z2.A.C. Hut. - The weather cleared a lkittle and
we g0t "t the hut 1h-semi-blizzard conditions, which did not let up.
ti1l Morday 16th, Fortunately' we had an invitation from Edna's son
in'law to spend the week-end in National Park - ghd what a week-end!
The semi-blizzard grew into & blizzard and National Park, perched on
some sort of a plateau, got it first hand. TIn: spite-of all that we
managed to'get into the bush and hunt for Dactvlanthug, which we
fndeed found, Dactvlanthus 1s some s@rt of a root pagrasite, which
attacks the:tip of the root and stops it growing lengfhwise., The
root attacked thls way forms a nice rosette (wood flower), only seen

hen the i i hoppe the fin er-
BT B0 RS, HYERY S ERONER, J8 PoTIed and ohopped awa, the final oper

Julv 16th Back to the mountain. The weather improved considerably.
July 17th. Perfect climbing weather - not & breath of wind. Got to
tThs top 1n perfect conditions -.snow just right. , ‘

July 18th pent the day skiing, Went up 21 times. -Onlyv the T-
DET Wa§ operatling which takes vou &ust»below the staircase,

July 19th" Up to Tokoro& to visit Norman's daughter, -

Tuly 20th Got heme without much trouble by 5 p.m. and started

packing for the: week-end trip to North Kaweka Trig., (No,535 in.
last Bulletin) - this was just to finish cff our holidav. '

P. Bavens,

L S

8 - 9 Sept. HOWLETT!S - TIRAHA

Although lack of support caused the scheduled Club trip to
Howlett's to fall through, a small partv decided to make the -annual
~pilgrimage to this reglon three weeks later., _

We accordingl¥ boarded Hal's car earlv Ssturdav morning and
proceeded smartly to Mill Farm., The gloomy predlictions of the local
inhabitant regarding the state of the river after an inch of raim
the previous dav, proved to be not entirely unfounded. A number
of the crossings in the 4% hour struggle up to Daphne were barely
fordable, and as a consequence 1t was rather a damp and dismal
party that hailed the appearance of Daphne's big toe at 2.,15.

e Daphne frack is now a sight to ssdden the hearts of even the
most ngustr{ous Hut andaTraék Commi%%ee -the fern has taken over

almost completely in the lower portion, while there are a great
“menv windfalls and broken branches strewn hither and yon over the
whole area. Hughle also turned 1t on for our benefit, and even
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managed a little hail near the bushline, with the result that we
became progressively d-damper and c-colder as we crashed our wav
upwards., The slopes belew the hut were well covered with thick
crusty snow, somewhat reminiscent of 3 Johns, so it will be aprrec-
iated that the damp,s cold hut had been elevated to the status of
the Waterloo 1tself by the time that we paddled up to the door at
5.15. The floor of the hut had been turned into a bog bv the
activities of cullers, and T hate to imaglne what would have happ-
ened if we had had to apportion the three bunks among a falr sized
‘party, as.we did last vear.

As 1t was, a good night's rest was had bv,all, with packs
judiclously stacked beside ene bunk as a foetrest for the unfortun-
- ate outer double-bunker. Sundav dawned a wee bilt murkvy, and there
was even a light snow shower as we left the hut at about 10,15,
fortified by a prolonged breakfast of omelettes and. other delect-
able dishes, The sun sgoon broke through however, but what with
the scenervy being se photogenic, and one thing and another, 1t was
~noon before we sat upan Tiraha (5472'), Unfortunately, the c¢loud
~celling was a couple of hundred feet lower than we were, so after
a qulck snack, helped down by a tin of pilneapple, we galloped off
down the mountaln.

Shouldering our burdens agaln, follow%ng a more leilsurelvw
lunch at the hut, we set off down the spur, making considerablvy
better time than when slogging up the previous dav, The river had
relented a 1ittle by this time, and we made the trip down ‘to the
¥ill Farm in 2% hours, although not entirely without incident.

About half an hour above the Yoorcock, we were treated to the sound
and sight of a2 large rock, about five feét in dilameter, hurtling
down through the bush directlv Opqulte us, to land mvth a goodlv
.thump in the riverbed., "Just imagine what vou would have looked
like if .« o . . . ", : - ‘ |

A, B,
Party: Edna Ansell, Graeme Hare, Hal Christian, Alan Berry.

— - b - hn e s o P

KIWI - HUT - Laboﬁr Weekend

During the long weekend, Thursdav to Sundav, I took six bovs
from Napier B.H.S. to Kiwl Hut, The tramp to the hut was rather
'slow due to heavy raln and rather heavv packs.  The track on the
ridge .up to 4594 was good but where.it goes through the beech it
was covered with broken branches. Behind the hut the bush there
1s also a mess of broken branches. indicating recent gales.’

Fridav was a perfect dav and we tramped along the ridege to
4915 and dropped into the creek west of Studholmes qaddle for a

~boill~-up. We had wonderful views of Ruapehu.
On Saturdav I took three.bovs g8 far as the Cairn (It took

us 5~ hours from Kiwil Hut). The wind was extremelv strong along
the tops and we wasted no tlme In coming back to, the hut
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The;ﬁbasévcamp” partv meanwhile cleared - a new track to the water
supply and stocked up the hut with firewood. We. also fitted a .
new. -handle to the hut axe.: .We left the hut.at 9 a.m, on “undav -
reaching the road via the scree at mid-dav.
' 0. H,: Brown,

e o v b e e e M e e e e e
T . *

Oct. 25-28th BOG-PROBING at No Man's

The discovery of pumice and timber in the bpgs near No Man's
early in the year:gave an opportunltv of carbon-dating the changes
that have been taking- place in the high countrv, but we hadn't :
brought out: enough pumice to work on and the Geologlical Survev had
asked for more. This was the most urgent job once the.snow had
gone, but for various reasons the trip could not be made till after
Labour- Day. - It was also an opportunitv .to do some more bog-probing
as we dldn't know how far. down *he logs went and suspected thev might
be in definlte lavers.

Four-dav packs plus. shovel and. Dfoban rod made a fair 1oad
and a late start from Big Hill didn't help, After wasting some. time
rving to locate the last part of--the track to Huahine Hut, gave it

best and went up over Tikorangi. Between Lessong's and No Man's
most of the track has been recentlv cut. - Got in at nightfall; -
no rats, mice nor opossums in residence, :

" A ressonable morning probing acrose the bog at 5 vard *ntervals,
but push“ng a slx-foot probe inch bv inch into peat is harder work
than it sounds. After. two runs switched to purice collecting .as.
mist was shutting down and this was the mo.e urgent iob,

As the upper laver was less than an inch thick it took some
nareful collecting., Dug out an oblong and skimmed i1t down to the
pumice then scraped this up with a knife and a spoon, The lower
laver being several inches thick it was just a guestion of bringing
up a few shovelfulls and trimming the peat off to get as much as we
could carry - 20-25 lbs of wet pumlice in all. :

Thick mist was now down and after running a thlrd problng line,
with difficultv in picking up our marlker-poles, cdlled it a dav.

‘After sleeping the clock round feit a lot better, and went
back to a day of bog-probing. Filve more runs gave us .a close cover
of well over an acre - doesn't sound much but i1ts a lot of work

Decided to -come .out down Herrick's in hopes of picking up the
day partv. We had dried the pumice out to about 20 1lbs, but it
wes still quite a load with shovel and other impediments )

‘Herrick's discs all right, except for an obscure sidling near

the bottom, but are near the point of being forced off the clouts
bv the gromth.of trees., ~The scrub-is getting awav lower down and
we were luckv in just kenplng ahead of cloud ssttling down half an
hour behind us. Herrick's Hut was deserted -~ just reached 1t
shead of a heavv shower and had a gqulck boil-up, There 1s now g
tractor track along the north bank of the stream which we followed

out .,
N.I.E., K.V.E,

. —— . e - o i e . o B
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BIOLOGY & TROUT PLANTING

Sept. 22nd. ~ Bth Form Trip to Te Atuamahuru

The partv eof 20 left Holts in 4 vehicles at 6.15 a.m. and
arrived at the station where the track branches off to Yeoman and
"Gardner's mill at 8,15, The trip was meinlv biological and we had
also been given 6 boxes ef trout eges to plant, These boxes of
trout eggs are put’ in running water 1 ft to 18 inches deep. A hole
+1s dug 1in the shingle approximatelv 9 inches deep and the boxes of
eggs are put in the hole at the last second, for exposure to light
can kill the eges. For transportation the eges are wrapped in moses,
ta keep the light out, and packed in ice to stop the eggs developing
during transportation. . - ‘

We planted 4 of these boxes 1n Gold Creek and another 2 in the
Vakaroro River in the direction ef Colenso's Spur which we later
climbed. It took us 2 hours up the Makaroro River to where we
‘planted the last boxes of eggs, which was prettv good goine accord-
ing to Mr Christian who was in charge of the partv, We stopred at the
- the foot of Colenso's Spur for a short time to wring out our socks
- and emptv our boots and have some food. We had crossed the river
22 times, not counting the crossings up Gold Creek,

Ihe first seven hundred feet ur Colenso Spur just about knocked
some of the boys eut for thev did not realize that thev had such a
climb ahead and thev reallv set a pace; but it had slowed down to
a steadv plodding bv the time the seven hundred foot mark was reached.
- We had a blow at thst mark and counted the partv to make sure no one
was lost or had turned back. After that we tramped on for about an
hour keeping a look-out :for Colenso's bilwvy, but we passed right
through 1t without noticing 1t for there was little to identifv it
bv. There were some tins there but it was a bit overerown; slso the
track was overgrown with fern in places, but bv looking for discs
we kept fairlv well on the route. :

After about 1% hours we reached the deer Wallow where we had s
brew and lunch. Bv this time we had seen quite a bit of smow and
at the Deer Wallow there was a good patch of snow and a good snow
fight ensued. The snow was mainlv about 9 inches deep at thls
height, approximately 4500 fest, about 500 feet from the summit
just below the bush line. Had lunch from 12.45 to 1.45 getting the
water for eur tea from melted snow water in the Deer Wallow. It was
good and cold and made excellent drinking water and excellent tea.

- One of the partv upon testing the surface, where the snow had not
melted, fell through and got a pair of prettv cold fest, as 1t was
knee deep where 1t gave wav,

From the lunch place we took 2 hour to the top 5028 feet ab9ve
sea level, the last 28 feet belng the hardest, On the shihgleslide
steps had to be cut but in splte of this good progress was made,
on top of Te Atuamahuru, 5028 feet, the map was or;entated and the
various places pointed out to s, Mt. Ruapehu and VWt, Ngauruhoe
amongst them. Also Hastings could be seen verv faintlv in the o
distance., Fifteen of the partv peached the top and 5 staved behind
at the lunch spot. It had taken 4% hours to the top less 7 hour
for egg planting.
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Thase five tried to go back flown the spur.but got bushed and
upcn hearing us talking headed towards us, ending up back where thevw
nad started from, for reallv thev walked in a circle. The main lot
left before NMr Christian and five of ug others and when thev came to
the double disc 6 wandered off the track, fivé of them beine the five
that had wandered off before. ¥r ChPiStWan, Kevin Simmons, Graeme
Here and mvself, although tramping c¢lub members, wandered off the
track but bw fanplng out soon found it again, .We reached the river
in 1% hours, about 5 minutes after the first of the partv and 1t was
then we found out that six were missing for we thought thev had gone .,
on -ahead. Five minutes sfter the lest of us, two of the six aprear-
ed round a bend upstream of us and confessed thev were glad to see us.
They had hit the river about # hour upstream after following a small
creek down to the river, having to negotiate a number of waterfalls.
The other four turned up twentv mwnutes later. Left Colenéo7“-at
5.30.

It onlv took an hour back to the top of the r1d&e overloocking
the river and the station. Reached the cars at 6.45 and left at
7.00 p.m, after charging. Mr Christian said at the tiwme that it
was a verv good performance considering the number of first triprers,
the: nuwber that had no nails in their boots and also the fact thnt
three had shoes. We arrlveﬂ back in Hastings efter an uneventful -
;ournev at 9 p.m.

"The road was in good condijion exceot for tiwo natches that hqd K
been heavily metalled recently. .

The weather was 1deal, although it was nﬂt S0 qood'wust as we
packed up.

The track was a bit’ oV@rgrown in places but the discs: kept us
on the right track. Some discs were Aiscoloured and some had fallen
of f but were on the whole prettv good. The six that got 1oqt'wer9
lost onlv due to 1nexper1ence for thew fcllowed a deer track that-
struck to the left instead of . the: track thdt went to the rwght.a

Cvrll qargreaves.

S eguel

Barbara and Graeme Hare went.to collect the treut egg boxes,' .
left the month before, and to do soms re- ~discing of Colenso's
. Track. Neither of these objectives was accomplished as the river :
‘nad been in heavv flood and was still dirtv and running swiftl, e
‘We found none of the boxes, nor did we reach the spur., Of the
eighteen stdkes we placed on the banks as markars for the boxes _ :

onlv one was 1eft

{ Another club narfv planted trout eggs up ng Hi1l Stream the
 same dav, . We surmise that the floods washed them awavwgo?.
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“”J‘W TED MOUNT ’Ii CLUBS - ACCIDENT R?PORTS

On 5lst March, 1956, several partles comprising part of an
organized mountalneerlng gourse, were descending Mount Harper,
when one of them, TERENCE PALMER, was hit on the head bv a
stone and kllled. The stone was: probablv released bv one of
the parties above, who shouted a warning which was heard by

“Y'those near Palmer,

- Comment s

1. A climbing parv, partleuler‘v on loose rock or scres,
should avoild ascending above or deecendwng below another
partvy on any route which mav result in the lower partv

being endangered bv rocks dislodged from above. Thig is

“particularlvy important when there are relatlvelv inexpepienced

people on a mountain.

2., 1If this cannot be aVoided, the greastest care should be
taken to avold dislodeging stones when others are below, .

3. Warning shouts should be repeeted loudlv bv the thembers
of & lower partv, so that all are warned, and can take
evasive action. ‘

- ey o e

On the 26th Januarv, 1956, a mountaineering peffv'Of three

men attempted to cross the Wilberforce River when the river
was discoloured and rising at a place where it was four to

five vards across, knee deep and flowing swiftlv. The Partw
crossed tozether holding their ice axes together as a pole,
Their ruck-sacks were being carried on one shoulder with the

-other shoulder gtrap free. About the middle. of the cr0351ng

he ruck-sack of one of the partv began to slip off hi

shoulder and in attempting to retain it, he and one of the
others were swept off their feet, but both men were able to
hold on to a boulder in the river. = The remaining member of
the partv regalned the bank and with a piece of cord thrown
to the others, pulled their one remaining ruck-sack into the
bank, The river had bv now risen considerablv., The partv's
rope was in the lost ruck-sack, but with the straps from the
other two sacks, the man on the bank fashioned a "line" with
which he anchored the others as thev attempted to regain the
bank. Unfortunately when the "line"™ snapped, the others

were again swept off their feet and one of them, Allan Frank
Clough was drowned.,

Comment s:

1. When crossing a river or stream, which 1s discoloured
and running swiftly, the party should alwavs cross singly,

“tied on to the rope, (Safetvy in the Mountains, p.31
In this case the Piver appeared shallower and safer than it
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really was, but this onlv emphasises the need for an adequate
reconnalssance taklng evervy preceutlon at all . times. when.
“cr0431ng a rlver. :
‘C

2. The initiating cause of this series of mlshaps, ‘was .the
practice of carrying the ruck-sack on one shoulder while
crossing a river, This has been done so that the ruck-sack
could be shed easily if the mountaineer were swept off his
feet. The swaving of a half hitched ruck-sack results in
such Instabilitvy that a climber is more likelv to be swept
of f .his feet, especially in a swift river current.. It is
emphasised that the advice given bv the Federation is "to
undo" the waist "band...,and "loosen the shoulder straps"
TSefetv in the Mountains, p 29). When cr0351ng a river, the
practice of undoing one shoulder strap is to be condemned.

5;" It mav be significant that thers have been more than
twenty drewnings in this particular river.

4, Attention should be drawn to the increasing number of
drownings in the New Zealand Vountalns in recent vears,

S0OCIAL NE W S.

Engagements: Treve Hockels to Ron Bushby.
- Lois Barile to Alistair Moffitt.

Derek Comway is still in #lelbourne working at the Kodak laboratories. . Ee
T hes joined a Tramping Club and gebts a certain acount of tramping
and ski-ing; also, of course, at thes momcn+ a. good looksee at the Olympic Games.
George Lowe has left on the "Magga Dan" for the Antarctic. liail can be '
- addressed to him c/o N+ Z. Base, MclMurdo Sound. American 'planes
have agreed to forward it from there. '

Ronagh Black (née Hobin) now 11v1ng in b. Australia, spent a few days here
T receatly. Romagh was out on the first club trip and continued
to come out t1ll her marriage and departure at the end of the war. About 25

01d Timers got together at Norm and Kath's to give her a rousing welcome.

CHOCOLATE: &-1b. Kremelta. 1 cup dried skimmed milk. 1 cup sifted
" icing sugar. 4 level tablespoons cocoa.  Vanilla.

Melt kremelta, add cocoa, then other 1ngredlents well slfted and
vanilla. Mix thoroughly. Nuts, ginger, sultanas, ralsins may
be added if desired. Put in frig. to set. Take out when set and cut up. Put
back ia frig and lock the door.

Does Dr. Bathgate Have HuncheS?i

: Qut” of the 542 trlps the ‘club has run, there
have been four occasions when we have needed medical help. On three of these
Dr., Bathgate was either on the spot or close at hand.
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FIXTURE. LIGST.

Trips Leader:

014 Members' Day: igaruroro River (?). Janet Llovd.

Week=-end :

Cape Kidnappers.
Day trip: "

n

Edna Ansell.

Horseshoe Bend, ilokopeka Caves, Heather Robinson.

liakahu Saddle Hut, North Raweka. Al Moffitt.

Prospecting party: Kaweka Traock sidling Kevin Simmons.

- Tutaekuril.

Makaroro River, Colenso Spur, Tupari gorge Graeme Hare.
sidling.

Otumore, Howlett's Hut, Sawtooth, Hawkes Bay Phil Bayeus.

Easter. Ridge, Hikurangi, kangi Saddle, Black Ridge.
Alternative trip:  Timahanga (via Gentle Annie),
Hoggett, Log Cabin, Manson, kiwi. '

May bth. Wakarara via Wakarara sheep station. Len Hodgson.
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