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To all members we wish a Merry Christmas aund good tramping in 1953.

ANNUAL © VEETING.

The Annual Meeting of the H.T.C. was held 'in the Girl Cuides' Rooms on
Lth vetober 1952. The following reports were submitted:-
WEMBERSHIP

This year closed with a financial membership of 73, made up as follows:-

Full members 59 (54

Juaicr L 1 ( lﬁ'

Absentes o 12 - (21)

Associate " 1 (1)

Honorary " 5 (8)
PRESIDENT 'S The club has had an encouraging year.  Although our over: 11
REFORT : membership shows a decreasc there are more active trampers and
I improved support for trips, thanks to a nucleus of keecn
trampers and a considerable respite from transport problems. But after all

we are & smallish country club and as such not only exposed to the normal and
unavoidavle losses due to advancing years and matrimony, but also for the
tendencs of valued members in the prime of tramping to seek their fortunes-in
the great world outside. We can only keep our fingers crossed and tramp
while the tramping's good.

At the moment we are still short of expericnced leadirs,
The aim of the fixture committee is alwayvs to give ns many members as possible
a chance of lecading parties, but in a number of trips this vear the appointed

1le ders have dropped out. T know this has freguently been unavoidsable, bhutb
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it means we are depending too much on the willing horses and may find ourselves
in difficulties later on.

However 2 cheerful sign is that private trips have been ranging over new
crourd and also the way club trips are beginning to get away from the huts and
the well-trodden routes.

Our shortage of experience was forcibly brought home to us when we were
nlerted by S.4.R. over = plane missing in the Southern Rkuahines and we had no
cne available who had been south of Howlett's. The abandomment of tho scarch
sfter a week of stormy weather was a bitter disappointment but it was a useful
tust of our search organisation. Search teams from the club and the Hastiogs
_rane.. of the Deerstalkers! Association, together with a radio teawm from the
napier branch of the Radic Emergency Corps were ready with a minimum of delay
and between us we should have been able to put up =2 competent performance,

Only those who are actually involved can know just how much work is involived
in the running of the club. The thanks of the club are due, not oniv to those
who are faced with the continual problems of arranging trips and transport and
beating up substitute leaders, but to those backroom boys (and girls) who beat up
tric reports for Pohckura, edit, type, print and staple and distribute the results,
write up minutes, cope with finance, and arrange entertaimment for club meectings.
In all these departments the club nas been well served this year -~ you can fill
in the names for yourselves.

The elub has followed with the closest interest the progress of Shipton's

Cnu-uyu expedition in the Himalayas, of which George Lowe was a .member. We are
grateful to him for his letters, which filled out the mesgre press reports with
vivld accounts of some of their fantastic exploits. The club gave him a he«rty

send-off party, and although we have barelv sighted him since his return, as his
time has been fully occupiled, we managed to squeeze in a welcome home partyv and
2lso had a glimpse of some amazing colour slides, before these were despatched to
the Lverest Committee. wWe shan't be sceing much of him as he is stationed even
further up country at the foot of the Blowhard, but we hope he'll be out on some
trips before he is away to the Himalayas again. (The news has just beocn
received of Mr. kric Shipton's resignation because of disagreement with the
Everest Committee over the organisation of the 1953 expedition).

The club has lost a good friend in Sub-Inspector Kearney on his transfer from
Hastings Police Station on promotion. We have reason to be gratcful to him for
his steadfastness in the Howlett's search of 1948, and he mlght very well be
looked upon as the patron of that unique and exclusive organisation the "Daphne Cludb".

For the search oommlttee I should like to thank those ex-members nnd others
who so promptly answered a request over 2YZ for extra lce-axes to cquip sezrch
parties. .

CLUB CAPTAIN'S Club trips: During the last year there have boen twenty-
FEPORT ¢ seven club trips, of which fourtecn have becn day trips and

thirteen week-enders, with an average of fourbeen and thirteen -
:nd a half persons respectively per trip. Ouly two or three trips have boen
cance lled because of the weather while others have been changed from one place to
rpothcr more suitable to the conditions prevailing.

*There have been no combined trips with other clubs this vear and all club
trips have gone to our local hills.,
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‘ransport: This year the club is grateful for the use of private transport
- © for most of our club trips. '

tixture List: The fixture committee have done their best this vear tc get us
, into some new country and it is very pleasing to sec¢ the lonpg
weeck-ends used to advantage in this way.
A good number of the trips this year have been made to pleces
where the nights have had to be spent in tents owing to the lack of hute, =nd
these trips have always been voted among the best.

semorial Cairn: Once again one side of the cairn had collapsed, so an niviace
o party of four went in ahead of the annual club party to make
repairs. Owing to the weather conditions, a temporary job only was dode.
Twenty-seven club membsrs made the trip to the Kawekas for
the anmual trip but, owing to the weather, onlv nine or ten made the cairn,
waere a short service was conducted by Dr. Bathgate at 11 a.m.
This year the trip has been set down for the 8th and 9th hov.
and once again we call on all trampers, past and present, to kecp this weck=
end clear and endeavour to make the trip.

Private Irips: Once again both North and Scuth Islands have attracted cur
members. In the South, the Hermitage srea has been the
attraction, with the Urewera, Ruahines, Kaimanawas and Kawekas apgain beiny the
coisctives in the North Island. h
George's trip to the himalayas with the British Ixpeditiocn
ias of course been one of ocur main Jnterusts during the last year.

search Organisation: Once again the search lists have been revised. In
- this connection, I would ask club members to advise the sec-
retary cr president as soon as they change their address, tel@pho&@ number,

or place of emplovment. Contact has been muintained with the R.E.C. and the
Deerstalkers' Assh. A practice search has been talked of, but sc far one hos
nct been held. : ' ‘ '

Club members have been alerted twice this vear, each time on
account of missing aircraft. The first time, which was hardly an alert, w2s
when the iy lorce plane was lost and finally found on Ruapehu; and the ssconéd
time was when the Air Force Oxford plane went missing at the beginning of )
July. This search was abandoned before H.T.C. parties were called upon,

although we were ready and itching to go. o

Daving the year we had two alarms for otretcher ‘parties

re came at an awward time with most mexbers out but after some dclav 2
scratch party was assembled, but was nct needed. The other call was promptly
answered and there were no hitches. '

Once again those ‘who have gone out regul rly have had gcod
tramping, although the club saw very little snow this year,

SO0CIAL COMMITTEE aAs far as the socilal side of the club goes, we had a very

HEPORT : good year. An epplication was put in to the national Film '
““““““ Library and we have been allotted encugh films for four
evenings per vear. After a lot of work, Pat. Bolt and Doris Torbett got

together a song-buok and there are five typed oopiés. Many thanks to George
Lowe for giving us an excuse to hold social evenings in his honour and =alsc

to %r. and Mrs. Elder for the use of their home for these occasiocns. Therc
were about forty at each party aand =a grand time was had by all, In November
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members and friends held a bonfire on the beach near Clive,
Evenings like these have proved the club has plenty of sccial life

in it, so let's try =and keep it that way. If you have any suggesticns at all,
please give them to your social committee. ' o
To those who have married during the year we give our best wishes

for the future.
In conclusion we would like to thank thcse who have made
cveniags su enjoyable by giving us talks or showing us films.

our club

”’OHOKURA ¢ Our second-hand duplicwtor at first seemed rather = mixed~blgésingp
Wastage of paper through inexpericnce made the insugural issue
what uneconomic and the time it took secmed interminable; but it was certsi:

2 boon as far as runnlng off the circulars advertising George's lectures was
concerned.

We are gradually learning to control its 1little ways. For instance,
there was a tense moment during publication of the last issue whewn the foot went
on strike and refused to feed in the paper any longer.. But kosemary cajoled it
with first a pin and then a wooden match till Kath after great perseverance
unearthed the missing screw and "Pohokura" Wc.. 81 came out on time as usual.

PUBLICITY: It is still surprising after seventeen years how many people in the
T district don't know of the existence of a tramping club, and even

trampers coming into Hawkes Bay from outside frequently have difficulty in
locating us. : o ‘ -
For some time past special meetings have been advertised, and through-
vut the club's existence short accouunts cf the club's more important trips have
pvee . given to the local press, to whom we are indebted for. the interest they
nav. shown in publishing these.

In addition we have again made =z dlsplay of maps, photovripns a.id
regar in Griffith's window,.and a recent inmocvation is a club -notice-board in
Jack Charters', which gives essential 1uf0fmat10n for anyone wishing to get
in touch with the club.

MAPS: Lhe publlcatlon at Christmas time of the lLands and Survey map of the

kuahine Range brings to a close fifteen years of map-mﬁkl 1z and
nogotiation in which the club was largely iavolved.

The southern two-thirds of the map has been elaborated from the
earlier tramping maps by the inclusion of aerial survey data, thoe northern ol
being still a reproduction of club maps.

The new map is a big step forward and comment has been most faveour-
able, though minor amsndments will doubtless have to be made.

An amended traclng of the Kaweka map has been made and helio priats
are irn stock, while various additions and corrections have bECu made to the
existing Kaimanawa tracings.

LIBRARY During the past vear six new books were donated to the club. e
FRPORT ¢ have now 104 listed books, gcn&rously riven for the use of all,
T However this year cnly sixtesn books were taken out, by ten members,
thus many are missing climbing informetion snd plezsurable ryﬂdlug.

iie regret that some inconsiderate members cause trouble by not
roturning books promptly; one book has been out ninetecen months, two bocks six
months, and one book was returned only after the supposed lost book had been
replaced by a new ocne. dny lax member mars the success of any club.
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DQUIPMENT Club gear has not been used much this year- as most trips have
REPORTs been confined to the various huts; and on the tent trips, more
‘*‘——“‘ private tents were used than club ones. Two new small tents
have recently been added to our store, and one tent has been written off due
to old age; the total now stands at four tents and one fly.

On the only track—clcarlng trip this year the slashers stooa up
well and no damage was sufféred. It is likely that in the near future soue
machetes will be added to our stock. These should prove valuable but care
will be needed in their use as they can be dangerous if not handled properly.

Financial returns have been small, =as little gear has been
borrowed. apart from the hire of tents.

HUT & TRACK The attempt to rebuild the cairn on last year s November trip
REPORT s failed due to inclement wsather, so it remains to be seen vhat
results this year's efforts will crlng. Dick Burton hac =n
attempt to tame the smoke of Walkamaka, using an old biliy with some success.
April saw the H.T.C. busily engaged on the haweka track, which despite intorr-
upticns from roaring stags was cleared right through to the Hut, weapons uscd
ranging from slashers to scythes. Of the three club huts, Kaweks is the ¢ily
one showing signs of deterioration, with the roof in need of a coat of paiub
and the piles, particularly on the eastern side, showing signs of rot.

In the visitors' bocoks at both Kaweks and Kiwi, frequent mentiocn
is made of frigidaires and the need for midnight fires. Any good suggusticas’
for raising the temperature in these huts will be most welcome.

APPRECIATION: Finally our thanks are dut to property owners who have so
readily allowed us to cross thelir land on various trips.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS:

Office-bearers for the coming vear were elected as follows:

Patron: Dr. D.A. Bathgate.

Presidenta Mr. N.L. Elder.,

Vicé-Fresidentss = Messrs. E.S. Craven, L.H. Lloyd, 4.G. Lowe.

Club Captain: © Mr. R.L. Voon.

Secretary: Miss U.M. Greenwood.
 Treasurer: Miss H.C. Hill.
Auditor: Mr. A. Dixon.
Executive .~ Mrs. J. Lloyd, Miss F. Bolt, Messrs. D. Comsn,
Committes: P. bmith, Ke Thomas, D. Reid, S. Woon.
Social | Misses P. Bolt, b. Torbett: Messrs. D, Conway,

Committee : I. Berry, I. Stirling, S. Woon.
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BALANCE SHEET AS AT

30th SEPTEMBER 1952,

LI&LBILITTIES

sEaRCH RESERVE FUND:
Balance as at lst October 1951
LESS: Amount Expended during year

WEW HUTS RESERVE FUND:
Balance as at lst October 1951

TRANSPORT FUND:
Working Parties
Contributions from trampers for trips
LESS ¢

“Amount paid for trips.

ACCUMULATED FUNDS
Balance as at 1lst October 1951

«DD:  Excess of Income over Expenditure.
for year
ASSETS

EQUIPMENT AND FORMS: .
Ralance as at 1lst October 1951
-DD:  Cost of Tents purchased -

LES5: Depreciation

HUTS .
Kaw:ka
Walkamaka
Kiwi Saddle
MAaPs e
"B RCH 4ND RESCUE" BOOKLETS
POST UFFICE SAVINGS BAN::
Search IFund
New Huts Fund
General Fund

OF NEﬁ'SOUTH'WALES:'
Current Account

BANK

5IGIES H.C. HILL (THEASURER)-

AUDITOR'S REPORT & CERTIFICATE:

SIGNED

£'16 13 7
2 11 -

62 8 8
73 14 3
136U II
71 15 5
161 2 4
16 6 2
14 2 -

9 12 -
314 =
2 7 5
5 - -

. 5 - —

25 - -
14 2 7
36 12 6

4.1, DIXON

14 2 7
36 12 6

64 7 8

177 8 6

£ 262 11 ;i
21 & 7

35 - -

3 4 -

712 4

17 -
5015 1

110 "2 10

63 3.3

£ 292 11 1

1

(AUDITOR).
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INCUME AND EXPENDITURE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 30t

EXFENDITURE

GENERAL EXPENSESs

Advertising

Insurance Premiums:
walkamaka Hut
Equipment

Subscriptions:
Royal Society of New Zealand
Forest and Bird societw
Federated diountain Clubs
Youth Hostels 4ssn. '

Donation to Everest Society

Sundries

RENT OF MEETING ROOMS
SUCIAL EXPENSES
CLUB PHOTOGR~PHS

BULLETIN EXFENSES:
Stencils and Duplicating Paper
Sundries

LoSS ON "SEARCH aiD RESCUE"
LOSS ON B.iDGES '

Equipment

Excess of Income over Expenditure for year

=

lE&A

transferred to aAccumulated Funds

INCOME
SUBSCRIPTIONS

DONATIONS

HIZE OF EQUIFMENT

LTBR4RY FEES

PROFIT Ui SilE OF WaPS

INTEREST RECEIVABLE:

--- 0000 =--=-

4 9
4 9
1. .-
7T 6
16 ¢
1l -

Post Office Savings Bank

(SN IS

24

jow

h SEPIEMBER 1952,

£ 16 1 1
11 11 -
2 - 5
,5 -
TEYIT T
25 3 11
14 o
2 7 5
59 3 T
166 2
5 0§
62 3 -
5 2 4
1 - -
0 -
'3 511
3 8 o
75 9 9




CLUB TRIFPS.

HAWKSTON - DONALD RIVER. Aug. 16th-17th
This trip was caneelled owing to the weather.

No, 436 BURNS RANGE Aue, 3lst,

Third time luckv - or was it? In spite of a spell of
drizzling weather which seemed as though there was nothing %o
stop 1t going on for ever there was a fair muster of die-hards
at Holt's. George accompanied us as a passenger as far as
Wailoninl and when we came round from the spell of his Himalavan
stories we found that the drizzle had storped, peaks were showing
and there were cven some patches of sunlight,

The Glenross and Omahaki countrv was secthing with activity
- nc 5 day week hereabouts. Tittle shacks and camps at averv
turn and fresh traces of fencing, logrsine and giant discing
evervwhere, At Omahaki we met Des. Neil about tc set out pie
runting, (Does anvone know that an experienced boar skins larbe
like an expert?), and he gave us a lead across the Omahaki (ip
flcod) and through a wilderness of disc:zd manuka to the foot of
the Burns Range, . -

"Mis is in heavy manuka, except for one bushed gullv into
which we sidled, following instructions. Cloud was coming down
again and evervthing was sodden, so & boil-up was achleved, more
bv pig-headed obstinacy than common sense, for it took the best
vart of two hours, wasting valuabls tire. However the bush made
it 2asy going and we were soon on top though there was 1ittls to
see but cloud and streamers of mist,

Rain set in on the wav back and when we reached Omahakl it
was poubting. We thought it wisest to get the truck out while
Aavlight still held so turned down ¥rs Neil's offer Qf tﬁﬁ{ anc
piled onto the truck without attempting to change. Ev @udallng
clcsc together and singing lustily we achieved comparstive warm-
th and reached Hastinzs, Aamp but undaunted at & p.m.

No. in partv: 13. Aceting-Leader Norm Elder,
Pam Dvson, Val Dofg, Dot Short, Barbara & Jennifer Naulfsaid,

Bob Woon, Allen Cowan, Jim Gibbs, Philip Bavens,Grahar Groobvw,
Tar Berry, Tim Hull (K.T.C.)

—mm=000==="
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Yo, 437.  LAKE OPOUFHE | . Sdpt. 14,

Amid much hustle and bustle 17 odd bods, all Shap“s, ﬂ]l
sizos climbed aboard Ian's truck at about 7 a.,m. en route for
* Lak: Opouche set at the foot of the Maungaharuru Range, about
filve miles west of Lake Tutira. We had a perfect morhxnp'q ride
and felt mighty hungrvy on disembarking at 9,30, We then made for
the western end of the lake for cur first boil up and half our

grub supplvw. After loltering in the sun for anhour and hearing
stories of the eels in the lake we set our feet marching.. Abcut
20C vards up the stream that feeds tha lake we struck = spur that
took us to the top of the ridge that joins the main svsten ncrt“

of Tarapanui. About & hour along the top the native bush b gins,
The sawmills have been having a go at tlhie lower southern side,

but the trees areé untouched further in, Tunch at a creck just
above an o0ld sawmill and then we hit out in a southerlv Adirection:
trwards a jumble of huge rocks. After spending a couple of hours
rocaming amongst this o0ld time esrth movement area where we dle-
ccvered subterrsnean rivers, caves and huge rocks 30' - 40' high
with scrub growing on the tops, we returncd to the truck about
4,350, A happv and wet trip home, At Bav View we helped a car
back on the road, the driver being stucit up teo the hubs in shingle.
Vade Hastings at 7.30 or thereabouts.

Ko. in party: 17. . Leader: Poter Smith

_Ar~us Russell, Dick Burton, Allen Cowsn, Norm & Kath Elder, Ian

2erry, Ken Thomes, Helen H111l, Eeb Wallace, Pearl Smith, Pat

Williems, E.Ansell, Jennifer Maultsaid, Barbera Naultsaid, Nurl=l

Lowe, Janet Llovd.- :
=000 -

No. 438, PUKETTTIRT, HOT-SPRINGS, MAKINO SPUR
\ §ept.o0th-Slst,

We left Holt's in good weather at about 7.20 a.m. in Dick's
trnck and after a good but véerv winding trip arrived at the .
cottage on the M-kwahu River, about ten miles behind Puketitiri.
After a boil up wo crossed the Nakahu and set of f up the long
winding hill to the local tops. By 1 o'clock we arrived at =
fairly fast flowing, unnamed creek snd as 1t was fine wecather
and quite hot we declded on lunch. After lunch we continued
along the old cart track, with dried bracken sharplv reminding
us that the track is not as wide as 1t was, and that a club

working party could do wonders in the area, over a low saddle
and down to the ¥ohaka River and the Hot Springs. We found ths
Springs suspended above the NMéhaka River, and Whllb Helen and
Shirlev found a camp site on the river be »d, Allen, Dick, Ray

and I went to the Springs for anm hour's glorlous bathe We then
swqpped places with Helen and Shirlev and prepared the stew etc.
wile they had their free 'hot bath'.
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Next morning we were awav by 8,30 to the top of the hills
alongside the Mohaka to be met with a veritable sea of 8 - 9 Tt,
- manuka in direct line with Makino Spur. In fact the whole ares
is one paradise of manuka from end to end. We pushed our wav
through for sbout 3 miles, then realized that Makino was a hope-
less proposition in the time allowed, so returned to our camp
site of the previous night, and, unashamedlv, laze? on the beach
for two hours in brilliant, hot sunshine. By 2.30 we had
packed up and were readv for the trip back over the sawme track wse
had come in by. On arrival at the Mokahu River we found thst a
fire was raging in the small pine copse bv the hut., Howcver,
secing there was no panlc and no one seemed in the least Inter-
ested, we 11t another fire in the prescribed position and had s
final boil-up before.leaving for Hastings at about 5.15., On fha
whole a good trip in good weatle r though the final objective vasg
unattainable ‘in the allotted time. However, on a long week-eid
it would definitelv he worth trying. You could continue on up
Vakino Spur to the northern Trig and down to Makahu Saddle and
out at Hewlet's farm, ' ‘ '

No in party: 6. o A Leader: Allen Cowan.
dolen Hill, Shirlev Geraghty, Allen Cowan, Dick Burton: Rav

Grant, Jim Gibbs. ‘
‘ : -===000---~

No. 439, MARAETCTARA ' Sept. 28th.

4n 8,30 start at Holt's saw us picking up the 24th and 25th
passerngers at Havelock at 8,50. Going through the six gates .
over the winding road to Vr Geret van Asche's homestead, we
parked the lorrv snd left for the river at 10 a.m; We wandered
over the paddock to the falls, where George was fascinated bv a
minigture model of his whirlpool, and the vounger members of the
party made many logs shoot the falls, in the course of wgnder—
ing down stream an attempt was made to gaff = large eel whlc@ _
got away under the bank. -After lunch on a gravel flat the wind
coming upstream becsro cool, so packs were left and g qglck
journey made to the gate =t Clifton, Those who returgeu by a -
higher route reported good views, The dav was beautifully firs,
some kowhal was out and there were no sandflies,. Onlvvthe
voungest took a voluntarv dip. The truck was back 2t Holt's
b six.,

No. in party: .25 _ Teader Keth Elder,

Tan Berry,Norm Elder Rav Grant Bob Wallace, Ken'& Raﬁ Thqyas,
Bob Woon, Derek Conwav, Jim Gibbs George Lowe, hlap Anieli,
John Phelps, Helen Hill Jennifer & Barbaers Maults=aid, Barbara
Higgins, Grace Dixon,Margaret Elder,Doris Torbett,F.ansell,Pat
Williams, Shirlev Geraghty, Pearl Smith,

' ~===000~==~--
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No. 440 TE _ATUA VAHURU, Oct.11th-12th,

Having been promised good weather bv the weather Bureau, we
left Hastings at 7,20 a.m, in good spirits. Two hours and twentw
minutes saw us on the banks of the Yakaroro. We changed ih =

keen south-Westerly, left the mill at 10,15, and after stopping
to watech wild ducklings at plav and to ﬂdera the Kowhai in bldom,
arrived at Gold Creek at 11.10 where we .boiled up.

We weres off again at 12.25 to ‘find Colenso's Spur. Unfortun-
ately we were unable to fit the countrv into the map which is .
little bit wrong in this area. After going some distance past
the spur we turned back to a nice spot on the river bed and carp-
e¢d at 4 p.m, ' . ,

fihile camp was belng established four of us set off to trv
and lrcate Colenso Spur., We went up something that we thought
could possibly be "it", . After climbing for asbout half an hour
we decided we were on the wrong one, but finallv pilcked out the
spur that we thought must be "it" and turned back for camp. The
whole of the Makaroro vallev 1s covared in bush and of course
every spur looks the same, and unless vou have some knowledge of
-the countrv 1t is very hard to pieclk up anv spur and sav "that's
so & so". ,

' e were up at 5 a.,m. the next morning, but didn't pget awav
until 7,25, arriving st the foot of the spur at 8.20. Shortlw
after 10 we arrived at the camp and had 2 welcome drink at
Colenso's spring. A short rest here and we .ere on our wav
climbing steadilv until we reached Te Atua Vs huru at 12,15,
After watching a stag and hnving a '‘good lcok around the countrv
we turned back downhill., Awav in the distance we could see the
Mill and wondered how we would get there before dark., Steadw
tramping, however, had us down a2t the ‘stream at 2.30 where Muriel
had the bllly boiling and after a -"cuppa" we were on our wav at
3.25, We reached Gold Creek at 4.35, contwpued on our way
arriving at the Mill at 5,30,

Tt was "au révolr but not goodbve" to the Makaroro area as
we irtend to return to this countrv whloh effers so much good
tramping.

No. in party: 11, ‘ - " Leader R.Woon.,

Helen Hill, Shirlev: Gerachty, Murlel wae3 Tan Eérry, Alf . Dixon,

D,Conway, P Smlth chk Burton, Rex Chaplin, Rav Grant, R.%oon.
-==-000===~ .

No. 441, . WAIKAVAKA. ' Qct. 26th-27th,

Surprisingly enough we left Holt's 2t 7.15 a.m, on Saturday

morning (starting time 7.0 a.m.). TWe travelled de luxe for a
change, as we-had Hill's Joweftt Javelin, and Ursula's . Standard
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Swisling mists b Dick set the pace ur th?;1 up at the foot of
ridge and fi eckoned us through thE s beloved spur
stalkers in giily EO Howlett's at 4 38 éeathirWOOd up-OnEO the
: upa ion. b : « 20 .m. to f1 : th
o' the ut 5 s . ind five R
o .be hut for a bivvv’in ththrbe Wllll_nglv Sacrifi ] V. de&]"-—
arrived, having had bad 1 he bush. A short while ced the warmth
Good show, Wallvy! uck with his tpaﬂspor+- e later Wallv
As the - : PR arrangements,
wa s Witnessegun set lower in the west the" _
That night b Soveral times asainst the "'spectre of the Brocken '
wort N erore I‘etlring Di Lo mist in .the valle 4
t§; h while, so he C%r@fuilvlgk §691d@d that 2 brew wa “Vlgelcw.
ew in a handful s ook the boilli rew wag we .
hi . of tea, th 1ling billv off the fires
tii %:rge torch, which, béinée? ?ad'a Look at the-COntent:\w?%im’
in’nnéatprgmptlv split its e n lecated bv its reflection § o
F“'iingshOEg?t the tea was s%i%i géi?.a loud plop: P@tprxiodﬁ‘“
fo lings of the torch ing, but it ewer _Losxed
hrew was GO 'ch case bursting for was the pert up
: s consumed and t ne forth. Never-the-lecs g
i3 spell U y he ©0ld sandma e-less the
— Pl pat 4,30 1an soon . had eve 3 -
g;ople in Hastings stilla£§°bgg’SUndav morm. Thinzrggn?tu:d“r
£ we aldn't leave the hut til ! Lots of people, one °;ﬂliou-
rip, 11 hours all told.- 111 6.30 on the longest dgiwbv“tﬁif”’
sat a:OSta?ng‘breez@ frqm'the west s ' ) ' .'M“ o
S idr b ateh surveying our che soon brought low cloud as we
Betwé A patch of blue up above ;nges of that Sawtooth QVeﬁovw;
e ﬁin Tiraha snd the northerﬁ ?“ we were off; what a Scr;%gi;‘
ached at 10,10 a.m. we saw 42 2 opes of OHUINGA which we' e
zﬁégft. We dropped down into thaeer’ the majority of stugs In
;ﬂ;'ﬁgﬂU W?ife Wally precariousl% 2222%0382% heaquaters of phe
a verv small primus and 1 v perched the large bllls st oD
We were Just about nd 1in a very short time the 9 Ly atop
. - <l to de t W A me the ususl was 4
doing the same trip i part when we met 4 Ta , Arunk.
2 allld rlp in rev - " * "‘maki Club 20 1 . '
gigg gfihinto Tussock Cféeirse@hrghgsﬁ piogle_put us ﬁigg goetho
: oth parties continue ) ev acoccpted a mhg of tea f s
?urselves PAEMUTU RIDGE Wigcgn Eﬂ61? wevs, one climbing OHS%%@?O,“
A conference wes held on the gbs f}nallv reached at 1.00 p QWA’
Rangioteatua or down into theoKanges of continuing on over
.a;git looked a rocky Scraﬁble Oizragau.' WPZdGCided on the latter
? 0 P?emutu into Tussock Creek.sand angl, 'A-large Sareo ran =
junction of Tussock and Kawhatau atgiog poing was made to the
s : .30 .p.m, where most removed
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s ones etc. from thelr boots before continuing downsir~am. The
river widened out intc flats and firglly £.45 p.m, saw v3 at the
function ¢f Rangl creek up which we scramblsed for haif an hour %o
arrive at the calrn which marks the turn off up Rangl saddle.
1,10 p.m, and we were slowly, ever so slovlv, clirbing a disced
track with brew-distended stomach and a Cirtv black wall of
cloud approaching from the west. Or one side of Rangi saddle at
U.0 Pem. Was peace gnd quict wheress behind us we <could feel the
Jirst drops of rain, so parkas were donned and smartly too. Ralw
arop ed heavily from the sky and we dropped cuicklv from the
#edd.e down the creek reaching Waikamoke Hut at 5.45 p.m. to Tind
' clean, dry and uninhabited. On! whai a° stew that night, and
'nl as everyone hit the sack arcunc sbout 8.30 p.n, after a
strenuous dav, but a day not to be missed for worlds. Lets sec,
0nrlf an hour to the sdddle, two hours down the river -mmm! Lets
sleep in fclks, and we promptlvy wid, tn'rise somewhere about
2.00 a.m.; eat a long drawn-out treckiest and eventuallv leave
the hut at 10,35 acme for the Waipawa Sadéle which was shrouded
in low~lying cloud. We skirted up vo the right pa -t the watér.
T2ll and scree face to reach thre saddie 2t 12,10 a.m, A4 wee 8LuD
Tor nourishment all round, then down the Waipaws river with a
stop onn the wav for lunch just before the 1orks in heavvy ialn,
(tviric 1 Tabour Day)., Arriving at FcCulloch's. Nill at 2,00 p.m.
we continued on our wav to Fould's hemostoud where EL11l »ang his
fathar who promptly appeared with a Bedford truck nall cesnopled
and 1ifte? us holus bolus to his hcume ”ead near Tikokine. OQOver
g cozen trampers and car drivers descendsd on Mrs ingram's well
inden table and in next to no time thanl s were expwressed for a
fine tuck 1in with hopes of another visit. A succesaful trip care
to-an end on arrival at Holt's at 6.30 p.a., but next Lavcur wesk-
—~end will perheps see us in the Ruqa]pg Countrv again wi
chisnce, a Ruahine crossing.

o, in party 17. '  ., S Leader: Derek Conwavy.

Helen Hill. Pat Bolt, Shirley Gersghtw, Prilip Bavene, Ken Thoma.
Bill Ingraw, Ravy Crant, Dick Burtcn,K Peter.Tattullo, Welly Roman

OO -

3
2
"

No. 442 _ ANNUAL CAIRN TETP Nov. 8th - 9th,

An eight o'clock start was called for and 11 answered the
3all., ‘Three more were plcked up at Stortford Lodgﬂ and awev we
wenb e arrived at swamp cotbtage at 10,15 and had a boll-up,
leaving for Kaweka Hut at 12 midday. A very slow trip Into the
nut saw us arrive at 3 p.m., With nothing to do and time on our
nands somé "Specialists" practised Shelr trade. This was necess-
arv as a rotten tree fell on the original ccnvenleace, We had
‘an early night and were disturbed at.1ll p.m, by ths arrival of &
late party of 4,
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Up at 4 a.m. Sundav and 15 of us awav at 6.30 a.m,

dlSﬂracefu1'3 e were at the Cairn bv 10,15, A brew was
4n7oved and then the 33mplv, but, to our minds, appropriate,
service was held st 11 o'clock. e left for Kainrka Yut at 11.45

and arrived at 2,30, Xen and Rob arrived at 2 havineo investicat
6d and. travellsd down from the top bv wav of a verv fast chvnﬂle
slide. We left for the road at 3,30 in light intermittent rain,
and arrived home in Hastines at 8.50 rp.m, after a somewhat daWp/
.but enfovable trip. o 7

No. in partv 18, o ' Leader: Ken Tromas,

Norm Elder, Kath Elder, Janet Llovd, Helen Hill, Colleen Fisk,

. Doreen Hern, Pat Williams, Pearl.Smith, Bob Wallace, Rav Thomas,
“ Anegus Russell, Bob oon, Stan woon, Rav Grant, Shirleéy Gerachtv,
" Ian Berry, Jim Gibbs. o

====000=-~-~

THE SERVICE AT T75 CAIRN.

Yanv who would like. to take rart in the memorial service at
the Cairn are unable to. Even those who get as far as Kaweka
Hut cannot always reach the cairn i1tself., TLast vear about half
the partv had to turn back from “tudholm s Saddle because of
raging wingd and bitter cold. The previous vear, thoveh two
parties set out, one from each end of the Kawekas, no on= was
able to get to the Trig. So, this vesr, as ve stood silent
before the cairn we felt that just to be there was in itself a
privilege,. ’

“e had travelled in thick mist all the wav along the tops,
" but as we neared 5857"' the clouds 1ifted and we covld see out
.over the plains. The weather cleared in similar fQthon for our
Dedication Service just four vears ago. :

As 11 a.m, drew near we formed a ssmi-circle 'befors the
celrn, Norm Elder, club President read the followine pascage
from the Apocrypha:-

God crestsd man to be immortsl, and made him to be an
image of his own eternity. '

Nevertheless through envv of the devil came death into
the world. But the sould of the righteous are in the hand
of God, and thers shall no torm=nt touch them.

In the sight of the unwise thev seem to die: and thelr
departure is taken for miserv,

And thelr going from us to be utter destruotlon but thev
are in peace,

For though thev . bs punished in the sieght of meh, vet 1s
their hops full of immortalitv,
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And having been a little chastlsefi, thev shall be greatly
rewarded for God proved them and found them worthv for Himself,
As gold in a furnaece hath he tried them, and received them

as a burnt offering,

And in the time of their visitation thev shall shine, and run
to and fro like sparks among the stubble, ‘

Thev shall judge the nations, and have dominion over the
people, and their Lord shall velgn for every

: Thev that it their trust in Him shall understand the
truth; and such as be falithful in love shall abide with Hims
- for grace and mercy is to His saints, and He hath care for
His elect

- oot

N ~
Y . w

Then came the reading aloud of the names oh the plaque;—

Bruce Beechey Freddv Green
Bill Bovad Ken McLeay _
Dick Bright ; Max NoCormick
Doug Callow - Mockvy Veldrum

Wyvn ITrwin

We placed our wreath of Anzac Dav pOppies.sa ath the names -
of those we were remembering,

As we 1lifted our eves from the calrn to tho horizon the
clouds had 1lifted from the base of Ruapchu and thfre tha sun
shone on the white snow,

Janet Tlovd.

-===000--~-
CLUB EVENINGS.
28/8/52: Welcome home to George Lowe at Norm Eider's; also celebration of
Ang's birthday. :
1/9/52: George showed us slides ia colour of tne,Himalayan trip - =
memorable evening.
10/9/52:- A highly entertaining talk by Jim Glbbs on his experiences 1n

the Army and Mercantile Marine.
15/11/52: Fireworks evening at Clive beach.

20511/52: A packed meeting when George showed us further slides and
demonstrated the special Himalavan equipment. :

-=== 000 -=--
5 0CIaL NEWS:
Our congratulations to Merv. Hawken on his marriage in australia. We
hear he . is bringing his wife to New Zealand at Christmas. #le hope to see

them then.
———— Q00 ===




186.
THE FEDERATED MOUNTaIN CLUBs OF NEw ZEALaND (INC.&

To 411 .ffiliated Clubs. NEWSLETTER  No. 10. 11/11/52.
FUKEST FIRE H.Z .RD. The approach of summer. should remind us =ll to be very

careful with fires duriag the next few months, especially
in the height of summer when tussock, bracken, loag grass, forest litter, moss
and filmy ferns are drying out; when any rainless wind will greatly increase
the rate of drying. Car@ should be taken in siting and. putting out camp fires
.smokers should see that ~d matches and cigarette butts. are really dead beiors
being dropped. . Parti@ .°d to fairly damp conditions in North Island bush
should realise the much greater risk of tussock or bush fire on the dry eastern
side of the main divide of the South Island. ~If entrv to an srea is barred by
the =uthcrities on account of fire risk, please keep right out of it - there are
plerty of other hills and mountw1nb. '

CONTUCT IN TOURIST HQTELb: Earlier in-the year, the Federation Bxecutive spent
n good deal of time on a complaint, emanating originally from the manager, about
the behaviour of some members of Clubs at the dermitage lust summer. These
people, though not guests at the Hotel, went too far in making free of the
facilities there and did not, in matters of dress, toilet and behoviour, conduct
themselves in a fitting manner.

Clubs are asked to remind their members that Govermment touri.t hotels like

the Chateau and the Hermitage are not common property. They are commercial
enterprises catering mainly for tourists and must be treated with the s=me quDtC+
that = privatelv owned hotel usually is. The managemert is alw-ys genercus sith

nelp 1in an acecldent, and at the isolated Hermitage will befriend non- chbts
trapped by storm or wanting to clean up and refuel at the end of a long spo
trip ir the mountsains. #e should take care not to abuse the prescnt ;fud
releations by uncouth conduct and unsuitable dress. . Leaders of partics and
senicr members of Clubs should exercise a rustr91n1¢p hand and, if nsed be,
choox any urtoward behaviour before it oifends gueots‘fr the monagemoot.

NE NLTIONJL P;RKb: (See last Newsletter). The Sub-Committes would be glad to
' have Clubs' recommendations well in advance of the next
quxrtlrlv ectlng of the Executives Thosé Clubs that roam far =and wide are
AspeCLallv asked to consider areas outside their home stamping grounds. Clubs
have a very direct interest in expansion of the National Park System and the
kxecutive is loath to go beyond the most obvious new areas without the support
cf the Clubs. At the last meeting, we considered only three new areas, one.-
Zigh £1ps - an obvious case for a park, and the others - Urewers and Tararuas -
recently the subiects of much publicitv in the press. There are other mountain
~reas which meet the exacting requirements laid down ia the Act - "ireas of New
Zealand that contain scenery of such distinctive guality or natural features so
beautiful or unique that their preservation is in the national intercst™., #what
about the Spenser wountains for instance? Are Clubs interested in them as-a park?
Last month a Club, concerned to get better right of access to a block of
ski-ing country but uncertain whether to ask for the area to be macde a National
Pa.x, asked, among other things, what were. the advantages and disadvantages of
a park. The following extract from my reply may help other Clubs:-

" .. The advantages of a National Park, as far as Mountain Clubs are concerned,

are;—

(a) Unrestricted access and use for recreatiocnal purposes subject to the
usuzl safeguards about fire, damage to bush, permits to cut tracks and
build huts and so on.
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(b) Development by the Park Board (assuming it has adequate funds, as it
should under trs= new set-up) of tracks over the Park, Hostels (perhars),
huts, shelter and general amenities. Roads (acecess or through), would be

Works Dept. jobs and would be public roads.

(c) 1If the area is very popular, employment by the Board (or by = lessee such
as the Tourist Dept.) of guides and instructors in the dominant sport
practised in the Park. As at Tongariro, the area directly under the

“control of the Tourist Dept. would be restricted to a reasonable space
Q?ound the Hostel and other amenities (well under 100 acres there).

(d) The carrving out by the Board of a definite policy of preservation of
native flora and fauna and the eradication of introduced species, espec-
ially deer and other pests. Grazing of grassland or tussock country
could be permitted by the Board but it would not be allowed to interfere
with the Park, which is above all things a conservation and recreaticnal
area. '

hs for disadvantages, about the only one that might bother Clubs would be
the invasion by the general publiec. However, that has not worried the many
Clubs with huts in Tongariro National Park; Gthere the public has brought better
wccess roads, ski tows and instructors of high calibre. A Park cannot be the
presrve of a few Clubs.™

TONGARIRO NATIONAL PARK - REFUSE OFFENC&S BY CLUBS. & year ago, the Federation
o o reminded Club: with nuts
on kuapehu, about the need to dispose satisfacterily of refuse. It is distress-
ing to hear that this year, three Clubs have offended (four last vear). The
Exccutive will receive a detailed report from the Board and wil. take this very
gseriously. Clubs with huts on Kuapehu are urged to attend to refuse during
summer working parties and especially to provide satisfactorily for the disposal
of refuse next winter by burning or buryiug. ' '

"LaWD UPLIFTED HIGH" by John Pascoe, will be publiched by #hitcombe % Tombs
before Christmas. This sequel to
"Unclimbed N.Z." is 235 pages text, plus 4 maps, 17 pages illustrations (25 blocks)
with appendix by Stan Conway on food and equipment. It is three-quarters
narretive and description of climbing and cramping in both isl nds, balance about
nigh country sheepmen and deer-killers, with 2 critical studv of literature of

the Southern Alps. ' ' : :

it

SLASUN'S GREETINGS. The Txecutive wishes Clubs and their members the Compliments
. 07 the Sevs0lla luay you have good trips at Christmas and
Bright Prospects for the new Yecur. . :

'B.D.A.GREIG, President.

EXTRACTS FROM ACCIDENT REPORTS FROM FEDERATED MOUNTAIN CLUBS.

MT. BEVAN NON-FATAL w«CCIDENT: DECEVMBER 1951.

On the 30th December 1951, a member of a party of three slipped on the
snow slopes of Mt. Bevan (7470 ft.) which is in the vicinity of Mt. aspirine,
hit some rocks and suffered considerable injury.

On the 28th December the party climbed to the Bevan Col at the nead of the
fest satukitukl Kiver and established themselves in a snow cave camp. Rain
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fll the next day but on the 30th, it was fine and at 11.30 sm. the partv sct
cut unroped on = leisurely climb of itt. Bevan from the Col. 4L previous party
had commented that it was a stroll of less than half an hour and could be
climbed anywhere. about half way up the leading member who had # rope asked
if anyone wanted to put it on, to which the others called out they were all
right.  Shortly after this one of the puarty slipped from steps which had

been cut in the frozen snow - it 1is thought that the step broke awnv under

his weight - and the accident occurred which resulted in 2 stretcher case.

The mishap on this apparently easy climb cuphasises the following methods
of obviating unnecess:ry risk:

3. Judge and appreciate the slope and conditions of a mountain as vou find
them. Remember snow conditions may chinge in the matter of a few hours.
lountaineers frequently understate difficulties after a climb and quite often
the time taken on a route is minimised. Be logically critical of informaticn
given you and in giving information be precise and correct.

2 The responsibility is on the leader, usually the front man during the
ascent, to advise when the rope is necessary. % leader is 2t fault when the
125t man has to call for the rope. This fault is not uncommon amongst
mountaineers in New Zealand.

3. Before venturing on to steep snow slopss a party should have practised
checking falls whilst on safe snow slopes. Have you practised checking falls
with any party you have climbed with?

This unfortunate party sited their snow cave on the flattish portiom of
the Ccl, having dug it with ice axes =nd aluminium basins as a shovel left by
a previous party could noct be found., 4after the accident the terrific storm
whnich hit the ilps on the 3lst December ccafined the party to the suow cave.

1 rescue party had reached the site, but their tent (a new one of good desirn
with Dural uprights and ridging) collapscd in the storm within a few hours.

from the combined effects of poles bending and ice packing on the material,

It was impossible to dig a new cave in the storm so the original one was
cnlarged. The shovel was now available. The storm raged, the euntrance

tunnel became snowed in and for sixty hours men worked ccmtinuously day aud
night in shifts of 25 minutes = the longest that could be endured in one shift -
to keep the entrance open. The weather clearcd temporarily and the escape %o
the valley was made. ‘ ‘

Never site a snow cave on the flat, but always on a slope. Farties
intending to dig snow coves must take sultable digging equipments there should
be at least one reinforc:d flat open mouthed shovel for every four men. wore
than one party in a poorly sited sncw cave has almost been cverwhelmed with
snow in a storm - take heed.

CONCLUSIONS FROM REPORT ON DE4TH OF GERALD BKOOKS NE.R GRAHA: 5.DDLE: § $TL% 1952.

It wns the opinion of the guides in the rescue party that the body was
unsufficiently clad for an alpine crossing such as Graham S:ddle,

kizdical evidence found the cause of deatn as being due to Injuries, Shick
ind Exposure.
It is considered that this fatality was caused by iuexperience and wilful
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misfégard of good adrice given them by an expert.

Although there are occasicons when it cannot be avoided, parties should
trv and avoid getting immediately behind one another on a slopc. In this

particular case, Brooks fell directly on to his companion, thereby knocking
him down, and giving him little chance of arresting a fall.

FLIDINGS OF SUB-COMEITTEE ON DEATH UF GEOKGE FiVER WE'R KI

AUGUST 1952.

The Sub-Committce was at first unsble Lo acoount for the failure of the
deceased to reach Kime Hut under what appesred to be reasonsable weather condite-
iowus at the time despite the detericraticn that took place later. - Furthermore
the deceased was chought to be of a czutious nature and in pood physieal

condition although anot "tough" in the generally sccepted sense.

2t is known however that weathecr conditions suffer intconse local variations
in the more exposed parts of the Tararua Range and few plices are more exposed
than the high level area in the vicinity of dime Hut. In additiosn the route
as far as West Peak for the thea.prov11¢1ng conditions would most likelv be in
reiative shelter and the full foree of the wind and rain would not be felt
uatil the summit of the peak was gained.

Thus 1t was the misfortune of the deceased tc be enticed into circumstances
that later caused his death. That he met his death {rom exposure accentunted
by exhausticn there is no dcubt. A good deal however can be learnt from the
circumstances of his death and the Sub-Committee is pgrateful to Dr. J.V. Cuble,
Fhysician, wellington Public Hospital, for his interprotation of the findings
of the: pathulogist in this connection.

The various circumstances‘wili be dealt Witd'poiht by roint:
(1) Ebsencc of Food in the Stomach: . It is certain that the deceased did not

eat after leaving the Otoki Forks and
his failure to do so 1s thought to be =2 most important factor contributing to

his death. why he did not eat is not understood for thers wnas food in his

pack including chococlate and raisins. It is fundamental that body encrgv and
wernth is obtained from the food digested and leaders should see thst their
parties do not endeavour tc face tough going on empty stomachs. Lack of food
permits the sugar content oi the blood to fall und causes a fecling of faintness
in the stroagest of mer jarching rations are the answer to this and should

be included in all per..wil rations. The effect on morale is important too.

If" however the party has gone to the extreme of endurance care should be taken
in 2 choice of food. Chocolate and other rich foods should then be avoided
as chey tend to cause vomiting.

(2) Exposure 4 considerable area of the bodv 1s exposed when shorts are
- worn and the heat loss is thersby increased. This effect

is accentuated by the wind and still further accentuated by rain. It is not

venerally understoocd that, depending on one's state of health, the effects of

exposure are sudden and sure. The persistent lcwering of the blood tempereture

by only a small amount prevents the oxygen carried by the blood from being

released for use by the tissues. This effect soon reaches the brain and

causes drowsiness and a feeling of recklessness. The consequent dunger 1is

great.
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(3) Taking of Alcohol: It is a considered medical opinicn that the

' amount of alcohol taken by the dececased was not
sufficient to contribute greatly to his death although such a practice is
noct to be recommended and could in other circumstances be a major source of

danger. alcohol absorbed into the blood-stream causes relaxstion of the

capillaries and consequent increase in heat loss although it does in itsclf

contribute heat to the body in general. slcohol mav QlSu comtribute tou the

feeling of apathy brought on by hunger nnd exposure.

(4) Going slone: The practice of going alone is alwavs dangorous although
- the risk is considerably reduced when other parties are

ahead or behind. The dangers arc greatly increased above the bushline.

It must be accepted that the practice of going alone will countinue, vet
it is to be strongly discouraged. Under «ll circumstances a ncte should be
left indicating the proposed route and times. :

In the present instance the dececased was most vague in hils intenticns and
it would have materinlly increased his chances of survival if he had informed
an ¢c“dur of the Club partv of his intenticun to go shead and had alsoc lcft a
note at Fields Hut indiceting his time of deps rture irom there.

It is suggested thet Clubs adopt the practice of ensuring that ~ll huts
contiain Hut Books.

(5) Clothing: It appears there was a grave error of ﬂudgement.on'the port
of the deceased in aot donning suificient clothing earlier.

LUSTON s The deceased was a victim of a combination of circumstances
~ which, considered separately, were not sufficient to cause
his death, but which, in the aggregate proved to be fatal.

There is a growing lack of respect being shown towards the loecal raipes
arlslng out of either an ignorance of their dangers or of an indifference 50
ther yvembers should be encouraged to take the necessary precautions for
tlblr own safetv and instruction in survival should be emphasised in the

bushcraft course.

No responsibility rested on the lemzder of the Club party in the metter
and he is to be commended for the CJmpbbeﬂt manner 1n which he handled the
situation.

Resulting from the above accident the F.l.C. asks all clubs to inform
their members that the recovery or removal of a corpse is the resnon31b111+v
of the Pclice Department.

Generally lMountain Clubs are asked to assist in the case of fatal
mountain accidents, but under nc circumstances should they remove a body
until suthority is given them. :

--- 0000 ---
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PRIVATE TRIPS.

PIGHUNTING BEAIND TUTIKA. iweekend 28th September.

Eric Smith and I left at davlight on Saturday morning from Tutira
Station and with light packs and thrce dogs headed for the nearbyv bush
country cn a day's hunting. This country is covered with verv heavy bush
running out into pig fern and the inevitable mamuka, and of course is most
difficult from the hunter s point of view.

we had been trarinz for about half an hour when a large boar was
spotted feeding on a wourby . dge and keeping the dogs i1n behind we started
stalking. The only reason wie could see this begpar was because some clot
had lit a fire and had burnt out the undergrowth. se got within 50 feet of
him and Smithy said, "Take the shot, Doug!"  The boar must have heard fo-
he looked up and as Smithy was in the lead I told him to go ahead. The
bullet struck and whistled off into space, the boar fell and the dogs took
charge, grabbing him by the ear. The bullet had gone through the top part
01 his neck, but he was by no means dead. ﬂowever, we soon remedied that
and. continued our journey down gullies and over ridges. In pleces *he
country was most beautiful with native bush an small waterfalis. it -
rleasing to note, also, that the forest is regensrating well in this arca.
There is an abundance of five finger which proves that the deer arc not thei.
in large numbers. e noticed fresh sign of wild cattle, but unfortunateiv
did not come across any.

After having a rest in the middle of the day (the weather incidentally
we3 beautifully fine), we continued along the tops and occasionaliy zot 2
vicw of the surrounding country which is hoth wild and rugged. We even ot
glimpses of the far off snow-capped Ruahines. e came across o stag later
on down a ridge and Smithv was not very interested, but as I wanted some
venison we stalked it and, to cut a long story short, Smithy dropped it with
2 most glorious shot of at least 400 yards. The dogs arrived there first
nd as it was only wounded they were having a go. I .am prettv hard hearted
asually, but as the poor beast couldn't fight back I really felt sorrv for it
and we lost no time in finishing the job. Un the way back we stopped every
new and again to take in the wonderful scenery that surrounacd USe All of
2 sudden I saw a big black boar tear down the h7ll into some pig fern. The
dogs bailed him in there and it was a tricky and I suppose dangerous business
to go in after him. I love to see the dogs on a pig. No matter which wa
he turns, there is a dog there to bite him on the seat and I should imagine

this one's seat was mighty sore by the time we arrived and firishcd him off.

By the time this was done it was'gcttlng on in the afternocon, so back to
the car we headed through this wonderful bush country.. The dogs got on to
another pig but didn't nail it and when we arrived =2t the car it was still
light sc we had a look across the road and chased, but did rot catch, three
more pigs. We then went back to the homestead and this is what 1 call
deerstalking de luxe - a hot bath, dinner on the table ready for us, and a
feather mattress to sleep on. "Douglas, you're getting softt"

The next morning we decided that we'd give the pigs 2 thrashing, so with
six dogs, a mixture including a point setter and a fox terricr, we set off
‘and I had the most unusual experience of walking through the bush without a
pack or rifle. ~ Smithy did the decent thing by carrying our lunch. It was
a marvellous treat to walk through the manuka without getting caught up in
that infernal contraption they call a frame pack which I was using the day
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betfore. e tramped for a long time and although we saw fresh sign, got .10
pigs. It was getting towards lunch time when we came scross a little hole
in the ground down which two goats had fallen and couldn't get out. fThey

were so close to starvation that they couldn't walk so the long thin knife
out them out of further suffering.

It was midday and still no pigs: morale -was getting rather low. It is
pleasing to see large numbers of Voung rimu trees growing in this area, =
good sign for the future. . After lunch the dogs went straight into the side
of the bank and this Wiz followed by a terrific din. Two opossums were
literally dragged apir: and scattered all over the place. Barly afternoon
and still no success. “To hang with the pigs, Smithy. we're better off in
bedt" e were nearing the road when the dogs left us = barking - a squenl -
off I ant flat out straight through = large bog and got wet through but aida't
realise it till later on. I arrived on the scene first aand thev had = young
boar which I prdmptly finished off with the knife. Un the last ridge the
dogs pot on to a mob and while the two holding dogs got a sow down below, the
others balled a big boar up top. e rushed in snd he was in some verv thick
manuka, fighting the dogs. While he was occupied in the front the big poixn
setter apreared from nowhere and Aas he hadn't been on Dlgs mach before didn't
realise the danger. He just ambled up as though he was going to bo paticd by

his master. Evidentlv he decided that as everyone else was grt+1nw wild ith

the boar he had better do- aomethlng about it, so he took & mighty bite =b the
back end! Panic then set in, in no uncertain terms. I don't know wi. 7
bmithy was, but I was studying the scenery on the top . { the hirhest piec. of

v
s

wka in the district, and w«hen things quietened down we were fuccd with Fou
7 subdued~looking dogs.  we decided then that we haﬁ frightoicd the 1o
cacagh for that weekend and left for parts unknown.

-

Doug reid.
~=~ 0000 ---

THE REBUILDING OF THE CAIRN. October 18th-19th.,

Friday night saw Bob Yioon, Derek Conway and Ken Thomas lsave dastings for
suripapanga en route for the Memorial Cairn at Trig J. :

After a comfortable night at the swamp Cottage we left for tho topu.wu"+
as the sun was rising. The trip to the hut was aocompllsqed at rcasonable
speed, and on arrival we had a boil up and then slowly climbed the ridge to
the top. . By this time the sun had risen and the temperature rose to great
heights. So did we and the higher the hotter, or so 1t secmcd. #e passed
through Studholme =znd had another boil up at the Surveyors' Camp, then pushed
on to the Trig. This was reached in the late afternoon and the camp was
erected right at the trig and just 2 few yards from a well-filled tarn.

The Cairn was then tackled. It was decided to start from scratcn and so
we dismantled the whole thing and rebuillt from ground level. Surprisingl«
cnough the jo» was completed by the three of us in just under two hours ~nd .

3 turned -in sarly and spent a very warm nignt despite the fact that water
left in a billy outside the tent was frozen in the morning.

Sunday was hot and clear and we - left early and travelled slowly.
Scorning the conventional route home we tried another which has not becn
used by club members for many Vears. After hbarlnp what we had to say about
it, it will be surprising if it is uscd for many more. . It stank! e
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reached the road with hours of daylight to spare and set sail for home in
nigh glee, feeling very pleased with ourselve

However, Lady Luck decided that as we had had such a good time she
would fix us. Accordinglv she broke down our car on the way home. This
happened outside a house with a 'phone, however, and it was a simple matter
to ring for help and also to partake of that gencrous hospitalitv which
farm 1life in the backblocks seems to breed. some time later help arrived
and we were towed safely home. '

Ken Thomas.

--= 0000 -==

A RUAHINE CRUSSING - THE MOKAL PaTEA WAY.

I have alwavs Wanéed to cross the Ruahines.  And now I have donz it.
And having doxne it and thinking in reverie of the labour week~end I think
it's one of the most enjoyable tramps I've ever had.

There were four of us; Doug Ashby from waipawa, Dash and Glen, his two
3 B E ]
dogs, and myself. fle left McCulloch's Mill site at &5 am. on Saturdav ane

crossed the Waipawa Saddle about four hours later, The river hai changed
course considerably and the dogs disturbed some fifteer deer.  Iie moruing
was perfect, We signed the Walkamaka Hut book and am.led up the scrce on to

Rougotea Hidge. The Kawhatau valley l»cked inviting - I have very pleasant

" memories of a trip there - but we followed a deer trail north along the
scrubby bush of the Kongotea ridge, cemping in the last saddle be fore the

climb on to Rongotea. 4 log corral has been erected in this saddle and blaze
marks lead to the only trickle of fresh water, found on the kawhatau sidc.

We talked late and departed correspondingly late, shot a fine stag, usw
ranv others (some fifty all told), ¢limbed Rongotca on a perfect morning,
end snonzed in the sun. While on Rongotca we cuw half a dozen pigeons,

tusily flying on pigeon business. To complete the ornithological notes: -
paradise duck flew powerfully over the ridge heading purposciully for armst-
rong's saddle and Hawkes Bay. His crossing of the range took a little more
“than two minutes. .

Rongoted is the start of the great wokai Patea plateau, which we crosssd,
dropplﬂg pleasantly to the ridge above wmokal sheep station oa the western
side. Perfect weather made the route finding as necessarv as our parkas.
Several smateurs were bagging deer on the platsau.  We camped about 3 m.
at the site of =2 hut marked on Norman's old Rushine map. On Labour Day
lagain in perfect weather) we reached thec road at lMokai station. . The
clematis and kowhai were in full bloom. It was only 9 o'clock irn the
morning and we picniced at three spots over the N&pier—Taihape road. The
dogs enjoyed the trip and so did we. - If ever I get blasé about the loeal
nills, the time will have come to givc up the blg““" hills.

George Lowe.
~--- 0000 ---

KIWI HUT CAMP OVEN LEFT FILTHY.

On October 5th Doug Reid and I arrived at Kiwi Hut to find that the last
visitors (who had not signed their names in the visitors' book) were not a
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good type to have roaming round the umountains. The hut was dirty and there
was very little wood left inside, but, worst of all, was the state of the
camp oven and the billies. The camp oven still had the remains of a stew

in it, The odour was so bad that ncither Doug nor I could face the cleaning
of it, so we just put it outside for iature to work on until we return. some
day. : : ’

Carrving that camp oven up to:Kiwi Saddle was quite a task. It's a
pity that everyone does not appreciatc the work that goes into building and ?
furnishing a hut.
Bob Woon.
-==0000=~-

MAKARORO = MAROPEA - ARMSTEONG SADDLE. Sept. 6th-7th.

I have a trip to lead in the Makaroro area and-as I had never been in
the country before I decided that I ought to have a loock at it before taking
a porty there. o

I rounded up Norm, Grasham Grooby and Jim Gibbs and we left Hastings at

6.30 pm. on Friday, arriving at the Mokaroro Mill at 8.30. . The river up
and we crawled into our oags resigned to the fact that we would not be atle to
force a passage up the river on the morrow.

we left the Mill at 8 am. on Saturday, iollow1ng the left-hand banx
of the river until we reached Gold Creck at §.1l0. We Jrlad cne crossing of

the iakaroro but it was too tough so we climbed on to the spur just north of
Geld Creek. The weather was ovecrcast but the mist was not down on the Tops.
4 1w photographs were taken of the valley but our time was mainly taken up
with steady tramping. ‘ '

lile boiled up at 12.30, still not on top. The weather was beginning vo
close in but we were not worried as the forecast was good for Sunday. - e
arrived on top at .25 with the mist now well aid truly settled in. A shingle

slide that was supposed to lead us down to the liaropea stream could not be
fornd, and after tramping over the pezk we decided to try and make Shut Eyc
shack. Off we set, but after crossing Trig 50 we went astray-anc missed the
rein divide. As we turned back the rain began. de found our way on to
Trig 50 onlv to lose the main divide again. W knew now that we would not
make Shut Eye before dark -and that it was = cas¢ of trying to find somewhere
to camp =nd hope that the weather would clear for the next day. e turned
back to Trig 50 and at ldst got on to the main divide and sc to the saddle
between Trig 50 and Armstrong Top. Here we camped at 6.30 without water or
a fire. Fortunately the rain had stopped and we all spent a reasonably
comfortable night. ‘

Next morning we left the camp (?) at 8.45 and arrived in .rmstrong Saddle
at 9.45b. Weoather conditions were still the same but about this time began to
deteriorate further. It actually snowesd a little and then settled down %o 2
cteady rain. We had arranged to meet Doris Torbett, Pearl Smith and Ston
somewhere in Triplex Creek so off we went. At the forks of the stream we
found a small fresh fire and fresh boot marks around. after ascertaining
that Stan & Co. had turned back we set off and caught them up at the bush
edge after about two hours. We didn't see much of the country tut what we L
did see was very interesting and the Club tris should be a good one.

Bob Wocn.
~== 0000 ===
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WAIKAREMOANA. Labour. Weekerd,

Eartv- Peter Smith, Val Doidge, Averll Hastlnbs, Ian Berry, Jim Gibbs.

4s all five of us were able to get five days off for Labour weckend, WG
dicided on a trip to more distant horizons than would have been poss1blb on
the "shorter Long Week-end". Waikaremoana seemcd inviting and sufficliecutly
far off to be new ground and sufficiently near to be ea51lv accessible in the
time allowed. So on the 23rd I picked up a rental 740 van from Hastings
Car Sales at 0830, and on to pick up the various bodies in the various hide-
outs and were eventuallv away from Haumoana by 9.30, in good weather. .

The trip to #iairoa was uneventful bar two slight incidents. - The [lirs
was while. orawling up the hill after Tangoio I was surprised to suddealy see
"Peter and lan, who were in the back, run up alongside the ct@prﬂug~whesl.

The second was in the vicinity of the kiohaks Bridge when an agitated hand
suddenly protruded from & car travelling iu the opposite dircction, in frantic
cftort to stop us. Un stopping we found that it was one of the local
"Traffic warriors" who had spotted a body dangling from an apparently precar-
‘ous position, I imagine somewhere ncar the roof. This wus either Peter or
Ian vainly cndeavourlng to ret some "dust-freed” air. However, the local
"[ife Preserver" did not and would not accept such unorthodox methods. The
body had to withdraw in ignominious defeat under the gimlet eve of the local
law enforcer. Being the driver I was unable to see what permancat effect
that eye had, if. aay.

#e arrived at @airoa a little after 1 pm. and had a much-needed lunch.
A'ter lunch Val and Averil wenmt off to tg.e somc friends wheie they also met

Bernard Teague . who very kindly provided local sketch maps of talkarc. e
1ot a little afcer 2.30 and finsally zrrived at the Lake House Motor Camp at
sbout 4.%J. .7 All the way from Wairoa the weather was banking up and becu

',,k and overcast. - Sure enough the rain started about 8.30 or 9, nfter we
UG the _tents up and tn@ Tire . llt.

It rained all the first night. It rained all the firsh day and we
thought that we were in for a really enjoyable (?) week-end. However, we
were there to see what we could of Waikare, so, in pouring rain, we set oif
for the Aniwaniwa Falls about three miles from the Lake House. From therc
~we went on up’ aniwaniwa Rd. to have a look at the Papa-Korito Falls, which
1 think are uven.more spectacul%r tharn Aniwaniwa.

From Fapa-horito we. returned to camp for lunch and a change, then after
lunch off to Kaitaws qydro -Electric Station where a very ob;1g1ng guide took
us over the whole building. It was still pouring with rain so we became
really decadent and’ used the camp ld. slot clectiic cooker for the stew that
and each succesding day.

The following dry, Saturday, was as perfect as Friday was horrible. Clear,
blue sky with brilliant warm sun; it made one feel great to be alive, we
~decided #aikare-iti was the objective and off we went. in australian-
mérican tourist party were also going; however, we-went on our own, From
the track turn-off on the main road the signpost says "Waikare-iti 2% miles -
3/4-hour walk". #e did it in 46 minutes. The tourist party took lz hours.
do were glad we went on our ownl! Though, of course, we missed the launch trip.

On the Sundav we decided, weather pérmjﬁting, that Ngamoto Trig (2644 )
was the first objective. Je rose at & am. and were away by 3.3C, up the
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track by torchlight, finally reaching the top six minutes beforc the sun cumo.
It was a perfect morning with a perfect sunrise. It came up in « large rud
ball of fire. The view was magnificent, though curtailed by mist and cloud
on the distant ranges, but the immediate view of the lake was perfect amnd very
cloar, de were back in camp by 8 am. after speadlng an hour at the trig.
Bv the wav it was 12 hours to the top, 39 minutes to come down. The weather,
if QﬂVtﬂlng, was better than the previous day - anyway from a photographic
viewpoint. Brilliant sun and the whole sky speckled with large banks of
white cumulus cloud. The view from the Leke House was really perfect.

Having risen at 3 am. and the weather good we decided to join our friends,
the tourists, and have a look at the lake from the lake. The launch left at
10 am. and off we went. The whole trip was about sixty miles all told and
very. enjoyable and pleasant it proved. ~Unfortunately on Moaday we had to
return home, but we were determined to have one last look at qukaremo:na, 30
climbed Te Kehu Peak on the Panikirikiri Renge on the way home. wWe wanted to
reach Pakanui Peak, but time did not allow it. The view from Te ERahu wes, I
think, better than from Ngamoto Trig. From the peak there is almost a
complete panoramic view of the whole Lake.

We left Onepoto, the lake outlet, at about 1 pm. and arrived back in
Hastings about 8 pm. after a perfect week-end in excellent weather. L few
statistics concerning the. laike may be of interest. It is 21 sqgpare miles in
area and just over 2000 feet high. The disteance round the shore line is
just over 100 miles., The rate of outlet at the highest pcak of using by the
Power stations is 30 tons per sec. The deepest sounding is 840 ft. The lake

" level at the moment is 32 feet below normal.
: ~ Jim Gibbs.
-~~~ 000 ===- '

aCKOSS THE NUP La TO EVEKEST.

Janet nas asked me to write about this crossing of the Himalayan divide
and of the visit to the historic camp sites (Base Camps 1, 2, & 3) on the north
side of Everest. It is unlikely that this side of the mountain will be
visited again by British parties because of political changes in the control of
Tibet.

The journey occupied about three weeks and followed immediately after tac

ttempt on Cho Oyu (26 750 ft.). It was accomplished by Ed Hillary of auckland
and mvself, with three good Sherpas, Ang Puta, Tashi Puta and ingve. The
sxperience remains, in our estimation, the most exciting, exacting and satig=-

fying mountaineering that we have undertaken. Never do I expect to surpass it,
The icefalls of the Nup La were immense - immeasurable. Six days were ,
regquired to cover some four miles or less. The iceworld cut through, over and

round, was quite "out of this world" and the memory is still vivid of the
flaming excitement that burned through us wheun we reached the top and looked
into Tibet and the historic face of Everest. we spent six days on the north
side covering many miles of glacier in extremely short time. all of us
carried fifty pounds plus. The days were long and strenuous but very
rewarding. -

is before, I'11 revert to a letter thet I wrote during the crossing -
it's rough, but the story is there: ...e....



diest Rongbuk Glacier - Tibet,
2nd. June 1952,
Dear Folks,

As I left Namche 51yteen days ago I put these last three pages of pad in
an envelone and decided to write the odd incident of this aup La journev. At
least it started out in a leisurely sort of wey, but the tempo has incre=nsed
until todayv when it has dropped to a2 solemn rather heavy largo - a largo fecling
for Ed and me bhecause of the storm thst's about us =-snow, wind and monsoon
cloud, shortage of food and drink, snd we're far from home on the Tibet side of
the range with the difficult Nup La to recross tc pet to comfort and securitv.,

This journey has been our greatest achievement to dute aud it's vproving to
be the most exciting and exacting exploration we've done. bven after the hard
days we =“re doing there are nights when we toss sleepless becaurs of the morrow's
excitbing prospects and passes and the day's éxciting finds in exploring:  and,
t00, ther: are others when we wonder how we're going to get back over the
terrific crevasses of the Mup La and whether ocur food will last out - whether
we'll be able to reach our Nup La icefall dump in time, =ad so on. In that
way it's been easily the most exciting jouruey yet. And, too, we've boen crver
half way round the great flank ridges of Everest and we'll have an almost
unicue set of colour slides that we're dving to see the rssults of.

- Fifteen daye ago we set out to trv and cross the Nup La which would put us
on the Tibetan glaciers of Everest. I wrote on the 24th from the icefall uﬁmp.
‘n 256th May Ed and I tried to scale the c.iffs to the left of the icef=ll
had somc very exciting mroments mostly in trying to get down without falling off,
and Izter without being hit by flying boulders. On 26th May we tried a subsid-
iary-icefall and after scveral hours we emcrgoed through the broken ice overlook-

ing Nup La. That was one of the most thrilliag moments. ‘¢ descended nd on
the 27th carried up kerosene and 80luos. food and wenb to dump it on ths. Kup La
when to our surpiise and dlsgust we found that aa unseen labyrinth of crevisscs

and an icefall was below us and between nup La and us. It took us two davs to
cross this with loads and one section was particularly touchy with hidden

mines, and Ed fell down one until the rope held him laft. down, out of which he
cut his way.

On 29th we crossed the snow saddle - Nup La - 19,400ft., and set s2il down’
tne w. Rongbuk and so to Tibet. Everest was only six miles away and looked
huge. ie went down the Main Rongbuk, and here there arc acres and acres of
terrific ice pinnacles 300 and 400ft. high, de had soms fancy ice work cubting
through these and lowering our thres Sherpas down, but . got throurh and enbtorcd
the valley of the E. Tongbuk and passed tne old Everest Ca mps L, 2, and 3 up to
21,000ft. - We shot up the Jhangtse glacler and cemped under the Horth ponk uf
Everest, 24,730ft. (uuclimbod), and next day made an attempt anc .got to 22,000.
There we were stopped by some dzngerous slab snow and bad veathor, We backed
down from our rather cheeky attempt and the same day ran (literally) down the
glacier and camped last night by a small ftarn at the terminal of the Rongbuk.

A few miles down vallev in the beautiful colours of the barren Tibet side we
could see the famous Rongbuk Monastery, which excited our Sherpas considerably;
but even thougt short of food we could not show ourselves as we are trespassing
again,

Today the weathor has been foul - snow and wind - and we fought our way
against 1t up here to within a few hours of Nup Lz ageain. sz have n [
food (2 daysg on Nup La which we hope will get us down the icefall and dowr
valley to a yak herd where we can get milk, curds and potatoes. If we get
this we hope to head off with two or threse days' food and cross wu pass to the
Khumbu glacier and explore the terrific 5. faces of T mrebt that they suw last
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TEET If this comes off we'll have been around more than half the great flanks
of bverest and will have a unique set of colour slides - if they come -out - and

if the weather lifts for our fast reconnaissance of the $. face. It's a really
big hill,  Todey we had a fleeting glimpse of the terrific N. face from five

miios away and it was plastered last night with monsoon snow. The monsoon is
“now here with bad weather and treacherous snow conditions.

Eth June.

It's only a few days since I wrote the other pages, but our adventures
were by no means finished. The following morning we planned to visit a
20,Uuuft. snow col that was unmapped and unvisited. We thought it might take
us into the shumbu on the Nepal side, and thus be quite a find. At 2 am. on
the Srd. 1 awoke frozen in my bag and put on down clothing and anything available.
A damp penetrating cold of away below zero was about us.  Evervyone was affected.
I crawled out and the peaks were clear, but a high ceiling of cloud cut out the
stars and almost continuous lightning was flickering along the Nepal side of the
range. At 3.30 Ed looked out and we decided to trv and reach the unknown col,
for although the difficulties and the altering shape of the Nup La icefall had-
~us worrying we were filled with the desire to explore. v

tbout 4.30 it began to get light and Cho Uyu, Everest, Lhotse & Co. werc
tinged with yellow and then evil red with light hog's back clouds contouring

cver their summits. This is a bad sign. e waited and in 2 quarter of an
hour the whole sky turned black and became a huge fast-moving snow cloud. He

changed plans within seconds and shouted to the Sherpas, whipped down the tout,
slamned evervthing into any pack, and began to run - and running at 19,000 with
a2 load isn't eassy. - We knew a2 monsoon snow storm was coming and to be caught on
the Tibet side with only two or three days' food would have been rather grim.

4o hed six miles to go over the Nup La to a two-day food dump on the Nup La.

T

id and T did it in one hour 40 mins. and the Sherpas with 40-501b., each in 2 hours.

The cold was really arctic and we arrived in complete down clothing and our
beards were stiff with ice. e picked up the dump and decided to trv and fet
down the icefall the same day. Left at 9 am. as the snow began, visibilitv uil.
.o roped, five of us on the two ropes, 200ft., Ed at the back to kecp direction
and me in front, not being able to see even our fect, whether thev were goling up
2ill or down. After twenty minutes we were to hit an ice gully under a huge -
rock and here I skirted along the edge with ice about 30ft. to my left., ‘Snow
masked a great frozen lake and I trod on the snow and went through the ice to uv
waist and was pulled out like a fish on the rope. My feet froze but we cut
through some ice ledges and headed across a crevasse plateau and just as things
were grimmest, we saw our "tuck rock" appear and after 15 hours reached an old
camp site. = Ahead was » cuarter mile of flat that was the most treacherous arex
of masked crevasses that we've ever been on. In N.Z2., if the axe shaft goes
dowa in snow full length om a snow bridge it's safe to say it will hold you =~
but not here. We got across this without- anyone falling right through - and
belicve me the rope was tight between us. . The Sherpas, who are usually casual
and rather annoying with their rope habits, were super cautious. e knsw what
was coming next and wondered just what had happened to the two huge crevasses of
over 1u0ft. wide which were ahead. They had had snow in the bottom six days
before. The first seemed 2ll right and Ed cut down the wall 50ft. and carefully
soundcd his way across a flake and cut up the other side. The Sherpas went very
well even though the walls were so steep that their loads pushed them off balance.
id belayed them from the lip and held them upright. The second was my turn to
cut and was much the same as Ed's except for a jump across to an ice knob at the
bottom and a long ice traverse to get out. It took us 1 1/4 hrs. to do 300ft.
in horizontal distance.

-
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Snow was falling heavily. Six inches of new snow overlsid ice on the
Nepal side now, and we started down the steep portions of the icefall. "Our
0ld icefall dump was only a mile away but we spent the next two hours cutting
down walls and peering in the mist - at least Ed did, while I had tied on
behind him to anchor him more safely on the steep bits, One ice ledge which
the Sherpas hated on the way up had slipped and widened and Ed spent half an
hour making & complete platform along it for the Sherpas to shuffle =along.

Thev did well, but it was punctuated by muttered "Bhote Kharak" (vcry bad). The
snow lessened slightly and we could see a few hundred yards and we followed ocur
old up route down and under some cliffs. These cliffs were pouring powder snow
avalanches on to big fans and we had to keep just beyond these. About & pm.
ar. dog tired we got out of the labyrinth on to the lower ground and then on to
a moraine wall and unroped. The real dangers were over: the Nup La icefall
was behind and we were back in Nepal - but what a day! It finished an hour
later when we camped in drivirng snow, heavier than ever. Ed had fallen in %o
nis knees in a snow-covered water holc end we were really frozen. lie pitched
the tent and crawled into wet bags but the Sherpas were cheerful ~nd with their
consideration and kindness they brewed soup and rice with curry while we lay
exhausted, getting warm.

We were glad to be across safely, but were sorry to losc our unigue chance
of exploring an unknown bit near Everest. There was no insomnia that night and
we woke to a perfect morning, snow everywhere. ‘e dried out the wet socks,
gloves, bags, scarves, boots etc. and 20 minutes took us to our icefall food
dump. A green bag contained some mail brought up the day before by a local man.
Tre same day we pushed off down the glacier to a small lake and some grass and
fiowers and cemped. e sent the Sherpas down to the yak herd and they heve just
come back with 40lb. spuds, some yak milk, but no curds, which are really delici-
ous mixed with tsampa (ground cooked ! aize) and sugar. Our main diet at vresent
is rice and potatoes. I haven't eaten a green veg. since leaving N.Z.
dowsver, we're as fit as hell. .

This morning I got out at 3 am. and it.was such a petfect morning I climbed
a 18,000ft. peak and got the best view of mountains that 1've ever seen.  Wait
till vou see the photographs. . Ed went up later and he agrees with me... . To-
norrow we will get out for Khumbu pass and then to Namche Whorc I hope to “(st
this about 12th June. cosaes : : S

That's about all - except for a crossing of a 20,v0Uft. pass to the Khuabu
valley and a flying visit to see the famous icefall where'it cascades down "

between the confining jaws of the Western Cwm (pronounced COOM - 'oom!' as in
'room"' ). During the climbing of rocks on the pass th@ \hgrprs found a picce
of hair and skin which thev proclaimed to be of the "yeti" - the snowman. It

is unfortunate that we did not secure this and return with it to confound the
sceptics and the experts.

The day fcllowing our visit to the Kkhumbu icefall we hurried down wvalley,
met Shipton and without pause set out on the Barun.explor tlon, which was
recounted in the last "Pohokura".

GEORGE LOUE.
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vate: 1953,

January 24th-25th.

February 8th.
I'ebruary 21st-2Znd.

rarcn 8th,

sreh 21st-22nd.

spril 3rd-6th: Easter.

Club Picniec - Tuki Tuki, Waimaramsa,

30.

FIXTUEKRER LIGST,

flace:

Pourere ?
Dartmoor.
Waipatiki,

Disc Kiwi Slide: Paint Kaweka roof. (

Meungaharuru kvstery Trip.

Northern Kawekas.

April 15th,

May 2nd-3rd.

Longfellow.

Waikamaka - painting roof.

=== 000 ===~

SUB. - COMMITTEES.

Leader:

 Pat Eolt.:

Helon Hill.
Dick Burton.

Ken Thomas
Derek Conwav.,

Tan Berrﬁ.

Bob Vioon.

Peter Smith.

Jim Gibbs.

At a recent commlttee meeting tne'following sub-committeecs and officers

were :ppointed -

Fixture Committes

Hut & Track "

search "

_Bguipment Officer

#ditor

P

Librarian

Presé kelations

Album Custodian .

.
.

ol .-

.

'Bob Woon, Helen ﬂill, Ian Berry.

. Ken Thomas, Derek Conway, Jim Gibbs. -

Président, Club Capfain, Secretary.
Ken Thomas.

Janet Lloyd.

Angus Fussell.

Norman BElder.

.}Dérek Conway.

- - - OOO -

5UBS CRIPTIONS: Reduce vours to £1. by paylng it

of December !
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THE FIRST CLUB umEETING IN THE NEn YEAR WILL Bh HELD ON JaNUAKY

——== 000 ====

before,the;cnd

22nd 19563,

.
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