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ANNUAL V®ATING OF THE F. ¥. G., 1952

Report on non- fatal Aocld@nt on Mt. Elie Au Beaumcnt,
yuguqt 27th, 1951, s
Report on non -fatal Accident ~-,Bealév“Gladier,
2lst October, 1981. _ . s ’
Pepnrt of Accident sub-committee of the Txecutive of thé '
.i#,C. concerning the death of J. O'Reillv, Vt.Carrington,-
uaruarv 4th, 1952 o

Annusl Veeting of the F.M.C., 1¢52°

Owing to power cuts the meeting opened iIn the flick ring
light of three candles intersperced by the flash-bulbs of a
stray press photographer, As 1s usually the case the formal
agenda- was only a part of the mecting and a good many *ﬂfQP@Su~.
ing matters came out in the informal discussion.

In both wavs there was a good deal about the. adeqqhﬁlluv
of circulating findings in the case of non-fatal rescucs and
searches, There are still snags in the operation of “.4.R.,
and the same sort of difficulties crop up that we have m@t with
in the past, The general opinion was that open criticism bv ..
clubs of the other organizations lnvolved wouldn‘t De hblpful,

My Brockett of the Tamaki T.C. brought forwnrd their
suggestion for the setting aside of wilderness areas and the
limitation of huts and tracks. There was some c¢riticiom,
but wuite a bodvy of support and the ¥.V.C. have been asked to
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dfscuss making wilderness aress a metter of policy.

The safetv talks broadcast last Christmas were generallvw
approved and the Broadcasting Service are enthusisstic sbout
them, It is proposed that thev should bs developed on a wider
basis, to cover more tramping interests, on a district as well
as 2 national basis, so club members had better start workine
out their scrlpts.

The meetlng was noteworthv for the wide reprzsontation
covered by the delegates present, and for thz numbar of nominat-
lons for the committee, which made ths choice of candidates
oXtremelv dlffwcult In the upshot thrre were three changas
from last vear's executive, a Nelson r@presentptwva (B.C.Voss)
coming on for the first time, while Geof."ilson (Auckland) and
myself returned to the committee after an absence. -There was 2
good deal of informal discussion about the need to know more
about the qualifications of candidates. 1In particular fuller
representation of the Deerstalkers' Assoclation should be
considered by delegates next vear, otherwlse the s=xecutivse gives
a falr cover both of interests and of districts.

A proportion of meetings will continue to be held in
Christchurch in spite of the slim financial resources of the
Federation, There was general agroorent that the maintainance
of contact with the South Island clubs was an Important foctor.

A further financial hurdle is the necessitv of reprinting Safet
in the Mountains, as the big increase of memb@rthp “(now cDDPO1Ch-
ing 10,000) with the affiliation of the Deerstalkers' Ass ocliation
has upset the calculations upon which the 3rd sdition wes
published., Delegates were unanimous.that clubs should be callerd
on for the maximum levy (i.e., with subscription,fd per member),

N. L. “LDuR,

The constitution was altered to include the position of
Patron and Mr A.P.Harper was unanimouslv elected first Patron.

Other offjcers were elected as follow~'¢

_thsldent B.D.A. Grelg . - Tellineton
Vice-Presidents. 4.D. Mead : Auckland
o "~ T.R,Newth -~ “Christchurch
H.J.Stevenson < Oamaru
- N.M. Thomson L Levin
Hon. Secretary. R.C, Jeffervs . : Hellington
EQQ;nggggrer. ‘M.M. Davidson ... . Tellington
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fon, Auditor, C. Mcillister FPANZ “ellington
Committee. L.D.Bridge - Wellington
R.D. Dieck Christchurch -
N,L. Elder Hastings
G. Harrow Christchurch
AJH. Hines : Tellington
B.C.Moss Nelgon
£, Newmarch tellington
R. Svme ' Hawgra
G.B.%ilson Auckland
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PORT ON N“N FATAL ACCIDENT ON MT, EIIE DU BEAUMONT, AUGUST
27th 1951, .

i it 4 e e e e i ot . e 8. M 3 0

So seldom does anvone in a partvy of two fall a rope’'s length
into a crevasse and survive to tell the tale that the follownpm
account by one who did so i1s published as o vqrnlng.v

".: left de 1a Beche hut on ski for ¥t Elle de Boﬂumont.at 4,
2.m, on August 27th, The snow vas in good skiing condition

nt1l the lower icefall on the Anna Glacier was rcached, Her~ a2
lewar of grittv snow over erust made the surface ursuita-le fow
se=l skins., ‘We stopped at about 8,800 feet under a large crevascd
ich ran from the rock .wall of ¥t "alter across the ifcefall fto
a steep snow slope. As this slope ended in an ifce wall we
decided to remove our skis and rut on the rope. I welked about
100 feet from the break to where the snow appeared uniform and
tested with mv ice axe, . It went to the head in snow, so driving
my7 axe well uphill T made a long step over what I judged. to be
the weakest spot. The snow collapsed around me and the rope cuh

#long the edge of the crevasse until-held, T fell abou’ thirtw
feot, :

Th= crevasse was vervy Wide and deep. The velght of mv skis ang
pack made me hang head downwards, I menaged. to r1d myself of
the skis and pack and righted mveelf.

After some difficu’ - I managed to cut a step or two in the wall
of the crevasgse, . cause of a large ovgrhangﬂng cornice I could
not climb directlw upwards in the line of the ropo. The rope
was embedded in the ovarbqnglng anow snd mv companlon on th@
surface had difficultvy in getting 1t free and into a pocition
cl-gr of the overhang. Once this had been accomplished I was
able to cut steps in firm ice to the tor of a slab which geave
access to the surf ce. Two hours after the fall T was out.

; Ski ountaineering in the high alps 1in winter is an
:rtﬁklng far bevond the capabilities of the averape climber




or skier. It combines the difficulities of high clirbing under
winter snow conditions with the short houvs of darlight and
sxtremely low temperatures, plus all the =ttendant risi of
injurv bv ski-ing on steep unfamilizr slop s with verving snow
surfsaces, I ‘

The party should consist of at least thrie members to allow onc

to go for assistance should anv of the partv be iniured, Thie
is most important where ski is being used. An inifured nerscn

cennot be sxpected to live for long in wintertime even with =
slrnle fracture unless constant care ard sttention crn bo sdmin-
lstrred., Clothing and equipment must be of the vspr~ best,.

Ihe party climbed on ski in a2 heavilvy crevas
of 8,800 feet unroped., At this stage theirp
such that thev could not handle th: conditic
g retreat should have been made., However, tho par
their skis, fortunatelv put on the rope and procpu
ciimb afoot. Large crsvasses do nct 111 up in
thes fust bridege over, The lighter ard drv-r tho now
the greater span it will bridge. 4 perscn vho has his
distributed over a relativel— large o akis hag m
better chance of staving on the suri-ce than the perscn on fort,

It was now onlv a matter of tims b~for: the leader of this partw
would break through. Thev did in Ta2ct onlv cover the shert .
distance of thirtv vards. The7 approsched a suspectad zrea

with the rope running parallel to inste=d of at right angles tc
th= line of the crevasse, with thrs rcsult that when the "breslk
through ocecurred, instead of going onlv shoulder deptih or at ta-
most a few feet, the leader finished up by dangling head downward

B

on the end of thirtv feet of rope. It was mwost fortun:te thot
the shape of the crevasse permltted th= cutting of steps up to:
the surface =gain, Had the sldes been perpendicular =ad parell-
¢l with the overhqnglnd cornices of & broken brides & fatality,
‘C“]ﬁ have resulted. Even pruscsik slings snd tho knowledge of
how to use them would have been of nc aveil becsuss the pariw

was using a nvlon rope. Prussik slines will not grip - nvlon

surface. Nvlon is vervy strong, light =2nd handles wcll under
211 conditions but 1s not cultab] for » two person parts
operating alone, ' '
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RTPOART ON NON-FATAL ACCIDEWT - BRALEY GLACTER, °1Qf CFT“PFP‘l %1

The following account of an avalanche involvine o party on .the
amlcv Glacier fortunately without fatal results i= detniled o1
sxample of the dangers inherent in znow followe? by warm

R
1
roin as a fruitful source of wet snov ~valanches
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On' the Sundav of Labour weekend 1851 one member of 9 part~ of

.
.
s1x wrg ceught bv an avalanche In = swall coulolr near the bottom
of “the Bralev Glacier, '

o : The preceding week had been nor' westerlv turnine to
snow on tha Fridav night, about 6 inches falling =t Avtrur'e Taes,
Slnece the Saturdav morning the westher had boen Fosterls with lov
cloud and freguent showers, - 4t the time of the accident thees
nad clesred epart from occasional ligat drizzle. Tre svefacs
snow was dlsappeari~. fast, :

AVALANCHE:  The partv was ascending the glacier, intondine fo
; mt@p cutting, belaving etc, Just 2bov=s the lowcst 1

ie -
s & couloir of height about 1C0', slope 300 (pcssibl~
g width 10 to 15 vards. 'The partw bcgan to mscand this
(U”TOP :d), and was spread over sbout 30 wvards, The resppusrd
nad just reached the foot of the couloir when .sn avslanche
occurr=d, This appeared to be =2 wet snow avalsnche, Tn- front

tvo mewmbers of the partv were nezsr the top of the couloir: one
turned and ran, succeeding in roachirg the bottom bafore the
avalanche - the other made for the rock wall at the si1de, and
was woedged Into a slight anglce i th= rock a2t shoulder 4derth,

o LTION ¢ This took asbout an'hour =nd e ha.l, during v™ich
govoral further falls oceurred ir the besin abecva, but nons cav
iow 1 the couloir, All the work nad to be done with ice -xen

fro~ above the victim, though h+ sccomplished ruch of 1+, T~ on
in shorts. On removal he mansecd to walk to tae road., and wecs
take>n by car to Arthur's Pass, whers he was ftreated for ahiocl,

ﬂi&'maln injuries were snowburn of one arr and one leg.

: ENCHE« A runner was sent back, who met another party
,06%~ng in. Thes arrived sbout & minutes before the victim was
. freed.s . A member of that partvy refurned to Arthur's Fass to
cormasndeer a car and rescue equlipment, which was too lets to b-
- of use. "Thanks are however dus to those who organised 1%,

ISTONS ¢ Although the pa2rt—~ hed seen no debris, cth=r
r -5 in th area later reported having heard or seen avolanchcs
in the lrealitvy the dev before. Considering the woother the
Bealsy S1lide was not s good plecs to be with an Inexperi-ncen
partv,
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RFPORT OF -CCIDENT SUB-COMVITTEE OF
CCNCERNING THE DE:TH OF J, CO'REILIV,
JANUARY 4th 1952,

CUTIVL OF P.}.C.
SOARRTNGTON S

This scciden~ concerns? one of = climbineg partvy of two, the leader
being an active and experienced wevber of a trampine club and
O'ETTLLY although on hisg first elixb in the Alps, an active




tramper,

The partvy appeared to have been rensonably well ecuirped v
left CARRINGTON HUT to prodeed up the VAIWAK,RTRI river wi
Intrntion of climbing ¥T,CARRINGTON, The prrtw ropaed Up bout
400 £t above the river and continued clln“*nv uhtil 112C amr wvh:n
deteriorating weather caused the parts wiselw, to zb2ndon the

climb, The partv remained roped until about 200 ft sbove the
river on the return journev, At this stog~ the party proce=ded

unroped to descend tn 2 le edge running acrose the top of a low
bl ff above the ri . In the course of descent, C'RUTITY, whilst
terporarily out of zight of hig companion, apparentle =lipred and
fell over the bluff to the finsl casv slope running dovn to the
river where he died. Evervthing possible was dons for nim by
hie ¢li mbwnc companion and later bv the lcader of the portw,

The wenner in which O'REILIV lest his footing will never b= known
but the accident lends force once mwore to the rule that the ror-
“fould never be taken off while the possibility of a slfy rewsine,
i1f that slip should result in an =ccident. Tt mwust be further
stressed that the possibilitv of a sl'p is likelw to bs eraster

at the 2nd of a climb, in consecuernce of this ths rope vill ofteh
be worn on the return lournsv well below the spot whore 31 was

put on during the scscant.

ihen 2 partw 1s climbing unroped, it i1s 2 wise precesuticn wher
2 snort harder pltceh is encounteres, for the portvy to close v,
thus securing the benefit of mutual cssistance should tnis be
recuired.  "Backing up® is the essence of te-m work in climbin~.
: ~==000~--~
CLUB FVENINGS.

The Social Committee have been putting in some hard work which has
resulted in a varied and inbteresting programme.

P4/4/52 Coloured slides of the Hermitege and sucrounding district token by
duriel; salso slides 6f mountaln flowers taken by Tonv Druce.

B/5/62 4 A telk on Devon by Jim Gibbs.

22/5/52 Exhibition of square dancing.
19/6 52 A talk on wapiti hunting by Mr. Jack Hall of the Deerstalkers! Ausi.

51/7/52: A talk by lilss Hogan on a "Trek through Sikkim", =nd coloured films
shown by Miss Mardon of their work st the orphanzge in halimpong.

S
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CLUB TEANTS: The Club has szcquired two threc-man tents =t = totdl ccst
of £901200- ) ‘

~--000~=-~



CLUB TRIPS.

No. 426. WATKAMAKA - KAWHATAU - HIKURANGI, = (Baster). fpril 1l-14th.

i good party of fifteen left McCulloch's Mill at 11.20 am. heading for
the Waikamaka Hut.. An hour's steady tramping took us to the forks wherc we
boiled up and had lunch. . The weathcr was besutiful and quite hot. 1.10 pm.
saw us on our way with our immediate goal, the Waipawa Saddle, in view and
looking just astone's throw away. This of course didn't fool the older
members, but some of the younger ones were surprised at the amount of "swecat"
they lost before they stood on the Saddle (4353').-  Here we met and hed a
chat with members of the Wellington Tramping and Mountainberqu Club, who
were heading for Howlett's via Tussock Creek. L sharp wind was blowi Lng in
from the west and we did not like the look of the weathcr. flc srrived in
dribs and drabs at the Waikamaka hut, but all were in by 3.45. '

"Some of the tents were pitched and a few of the boys slept outside, but
most of us made use of the hut. The big party made cooking -« slow job in tie
morning, but we managed to get away 2t 9. The weather wes overcnst and not
at all promising for the coming night, which was to be spent under canves.

Jur purpose this day was to tremp via Rengi Sﬂddlc, kongi Crock and the
Kawhetau to Trig Creek, establish a comp somewhere there sand then climb
Mangaweka (5687'). We arrived at the saddle at 10.30 and were disheartencd
at the sight of the mist closing in and the feel of the sharp northwesterly
wind. e dropped down into Rangi Creek, arriving at 11 =m. = We boiled up
~ad most of the party had lunch. 4 last we managed to get the party
moving again with the weather showing signs of breaking. 12.45 sew us at
the Kawhatau and another 15 minutes at the juncticn of Iron Peg Creek.

Here there was 2 beautiful camp site, 30 we unloaded the tents etec..
Seven of the party stayed and set up camp while thé rest of us set off for
Mangawek=. Taking Trig Creek we followed 1t almost to the source and then
took a2 spur and arrived on top at 3 pm. Four then turned back for camp
while four ot us headed for Hikurangi J.(5652'). Two of this party reached
the trig while the.other two stopped to shoot 2nd skin deer. The weather
had cnce again deteriorated and looking towards Hawkes Bay we =all predicted
a grim night. With the four of us together =again and mist sweeping across
the tops driven by a cold easterly, we decided to drop 'down an unnemed creek.
After negotiating a waterfall we arrived 'in the river and followed it up to
camp, arriving just at dark.,

Durlng the night the weither cleared and clouded over lternately, but
except for a few drops we had no rain and finally woke up in the mornlap to
be greeted by Jack Frost. 8.30 saw us on our way, eight returning tho winy
we came, arriving at the hut at 2.30 pm. after a very easy day. The other
seven of us tried a new route stralght up and over the Mckal Paten Rld;é«
sie climbed almost straight up in dense serub, finally reaching the top *
be rewarded by a grand psnorama of peaks and also the sight of a nice low
saddle botween us and the Mokai Patca instead of a ridge as shown on the
mop. There was nothing for it but to make the best of it, so off we worh
meking as much use of the deer tracks as possible. We finclly roached
the saddle after crashing through acres of leatherwood. Alf =nd Jim sot off
with the billy and came back with some water 8o we boiled up and hsd luncn .t
1 pm. Wasting no time we set off and after climbing through scrub end
leatherwood reached the top of the lMckai Patea Kidge -~ laght snd wore vers
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pleased to see the good 0ld Waikamakn Hut. #we dropped down on to 2 shingle
;l de and finally arrived at the hut ~t 4.20, minus msny piecces of skin. L\
~rd dav, and quite an enjoyable one, but I don't rocommcnd our route.

un konday, eleven of the party left =t 8.30 ma klng for the ro=d vis

'67',. '66', '65', Armstrong Saddle nund bhut Eye Shack. The other four
went back to the rosd through the Wsiprws Saddle 2nd down the #Weipswa River.
Thosc of us who went around the tops crossed the waikamaka Streem 2of the '
nut and climbed up the spur on to '87'. There was a keen wind blowing
from the west and po:ri~s werc donned in o hur ry. “ie were on top of '87!
At 9.45, and set off for '66' at 10 :m. An e2sy half hour sow us on ton
of 166" (5650'), to be trulv rewarded by “_magnlflcent view., There wasn't
¢ cloud in the sky and we 2ll had 2 good look at our Rushine Ranges
Awkes Bay was also very clear; ’howaver’a cold westerly wind soon h“d us
JfVlvg znd we arrived at Armstrong's -Saddle at 12.15. There . is gquite =

lorge tarn in the saddle, so we duclded that this was the place for lunch
2ad set to. '

It was 1.20 before everybody was satisfied 2nd packed up readv to ro,
so we set off at quite 2 brisk pace along the ridge to Shut Eve ihauck,
arriving there at 2.5. We stopped just long encugh for = photograpgh or

two and set off for the road. 4lthough the track was not very clear wo
had very little trouble following it =nd eventually reached th: road =t
3.45, where we weited an hour while some of our member . rerdered saosist -z
t. the Wellington Tramping and Mountaineering Club whose transport had
bicome bogged. 4 good trip, enjoyed by =211,

fo. in party, 15. . leader, Bob Wocor.,

k+th kElder, Helen Hill, Pat Bolt, Pm Dyson, E, anSGll, Alf Dixon, Grahn-.
o

rooby, Ian Berry, Brian Moore, J1m Gibbs, Vic iwcock, Colin Cuites,
reter Pettullo, Dick Burton.

-=000==

No, 427, WHITTLE'S - HOT SPRINGS. (~nzac week-end.) Q;ril'25—27th.

In spite of a really n2sty weather report eight of us nssembled -t
Holt's intending to spend the weck-cnd in the Northern Kawck:s. e decided
that we would head for Whittle's, go over the Black Birch ~nd perhaps cemp
in the Makahu saddle. From there we would make for Trig J and then WNerth
" in an endeavour to reach Venison Top and lock for sunother wey home.

we arrived at Whittle's rather damp, ©o find the Black Birch covercd
thick mist - definitely mnot the placc for us, so we decided to head for
Cook's Cottage. After finding our way through o maze of bulldozod ronds
we finally arrived on the banks of the Makahu kiver with the cottge just
sver the other side. The cottage was occupled by = couple of chaps who
were logging some pine trees just behind. une of these put us on to the
rirht track for the Hot Springs, so away we went with Hughlec doinr his best
to drown us. fie followed a very clear track scross three vallevs and three
saddles to find ourselves on the banks of the bioh=k=. We continued on
our way till the smell of sulphur told us that we were nearing our goal, nad
at last we fouad the spring. Its warm water was rather inbrigving after
the cold rain that Hughie had been sending down for so long, and wc ol>v<(
around here for about half an hour.
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It was now getting late, so we hunted around for a camp SltL and Iinglly
found one (or should I say we Jjust Odebd) rlght on the edge of the river.
Everything was wet and the rain was still pouring down as we pit tched our
tents. Stew was cooked and esten in the rain, after which everybody climbed
isto the sazck, thankful that at least something was drv.

It was still raining the next morning so no one got up carly. AfG.
breokfast we hesded back, fully intending to sleep in dabtJnF" et “1gh
However, before we reached the truck the sun was shinirg so we decilded to
camp beside the truck for the night. Unce again our pl*ws were chnnged,
when the occupants of Cook's Cottage told us that they wers moving ont ~nd
we could spend the night inside if we mlsned.‘ 411 but two of th. party
made use of the hut. )

The following morning four of us made an early stort up the ¥akahu
1ptcnd1qg to have a look at the Kawcka F The stresm was up and o little
dirty, but there was nothing formidable abous it =nd we made good time.

About 11.20 we arrived at the Jjunction oi the two mein strean . took the
right hand one. Ten mlnutu later we camc to 2 waterfall and climbed up
rnd round it.  There was & big deep pczl just above ix. We went on to
the top of the ridge hoplng to get o view of the Kawekss, but fortunately

mist and low cloud obscured evervthing. we turncd back, lunched at the
forks, and headed for the truck, which cached about 3 DHle were back
in Hastings by 7 o'clock. C

Fes in partys: 8. Leader, Bob %oon.

Helen Hill, E. insell, Gfaham~Grooby, Peter Smith, Ian Berry, Dick Burton,
Derek Conway, :

-=0CO=~
No. 428. - KAHURANAKI. tny 1lth.

By 7. 15 eight had turned up at Holt's and we were away for the concreote
bridge on the hlotaorpe Road, & little beyond Horseshoe Bond. The weather
wes good with = cool breeze. Ve arrived at the bridge st 8 am, ~7d
proceeded up a bulldozed track for about half a mile, then out on to open
gross country and sidled along the muin ridge leading to Kohuronaki, -
‘rrived at the foot at about 10 o'clock. fic eclimbed Kahuranski bv the
extreme right hand spur, reaching the summit 2t about 10,%0. A cold 5.4,
wind had sprung up which made things rather uncomfortable cn top. After
dsciding agains®t continuing to Silver kidge we returncd to the bacin at the
top for water from a cattle trough and so t¢ lunch on the Hastings side of
tine summit. There was a really good view from this spot, ' Peninsuln,
Terapomui, the Kawekas and most of the Rushines were very clear.

[N

By 12.30 clouds were approaching from the 5.W. and, thinking lower
altitudes were advisable, we decided on & scearch for the limestone caves
reputedly on Kshuranaki. We scourcd two creeks tor the caves with no
result so returned to the truck and went further on along the Plsthorpe ko=
nd asked at a farm whether or no there were nny caves in the area. A
rother hazy idea that they were somewhere on tine hills producud very little
srtisfaction, so we turned round and started back, asking on the way 2t 2

&9

sccoud farm with no better result. By this time the sun was going down,
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so we declded on the homeward trek, arriniag ia dastings at 5.30 1.

»

No. 1in party, 8. leader, Jim Cibbs.

v

Doris Torbett, Pat williams, Don Rowe (T.T.C.), Izn Berry, Grah~m Groobv,
RBrian Moore, Les Moore.,

-~000~-~

No. 429. : KINI - KAWEKA., Yy 24th-256th.

There¢ was snow ou the rruges and even 2 light f211 =s we werc crossing
t23 Blowhard - the first we had been in for o yezr. After © quick chang:
o lelt the truck =t 11 am. and headed for the Smith-Fussell trouck. From
the roadhead to Kiwi Hut along the new track the time was three hours.

Just below Clem's rock and among the fuschis trees, we had :© boil up. wetor
was gathered by drips into a mug from = ncarlv dry creek. From the boil uv
site to the teps is a hell of a drag. 4t odd times on the way ur this
pirticular part of the track a-hozrss croak would tell the next in line to
keep his boot out of his *x eye. Un the way up from Clem's rock we were In
the snow. The beech trees were a pretty sight and the photopr phers storted
recording the trip {rom here. Deer tracks were plentiful «nd freshly m=ic.

‘Kiwi Hut was in excellent order and wo soon thawed out over = fire.

some spent 2 cold night in the bags but others snored through i n.0E . ip
with the lerk and a fire already golny strong, thanks to owne cola, stern
Furson, #e left the hut with 2 shudder at 8.30 aum. The visibilitv was
exceedingly good. Ruapehu, Hgauruhoo and Tongariro were seen covercd

s, 00w, and iromAtnb base of Ruapchu to the ARWGKHS was ~ continuous maablc

“ .l objects could be recognized beyond. Owing to the cold wind we Tobut

¢ halt on the tops and made Kaweks Hut at 12.0G. de spent »
=t the hut and left at 1.15, arriving =t the rord at 2.55. On
we saw Pat and Helen's party on the hiwl track. Vic left ths ¥
4,00 and arrived in Hastings at 85.30.

}

#o. in party: 9. Leader, Peter >mith.

Les Moore, Ken Thomas, Ian Berry, Brian nioore, Job,Woon,'Jim Giblhs, Grah~m
Grouby, Derek Conway. o
-—C00~=

Ko, 430, v POTAE via GULDEN CROWN. wey 1 - Junc s.d

(Queen's Birthday week-end. )

After a late start we reached the turn-otff to the Island Tor at 9.35,
parked the truck down near the bridge, left the road and arrived on the bun'ms
of the O'Hara at 11.25. e were now ”Lll uhlnd thc SCQbﬂble uhf I
drafted for the first day, so we sct off
it where we were to pick up Doug. e arrLcud ‘t the hut =t l2.ﬂO to Il‘ﬂ
that Doug and his friends, .Stan Cheapman and Bill Goldfinch (members. of 4
Deerstalkers' Club), had a brew almost 1

ady . A good drink, something to
cat, and we set off at 1.45 for the Golden Crown Spur. Solid going fourd us
near the top at 4.25, but a long way shert of our camping place, so we loouked
around and finally camped at 5 pm. sfter rather = strenuous day.

9.15 on Sunday morning saw eleven of us setting off with light packs in
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ayn endeavour to reach the Cullers' Camp and so get a view of our origia:d
goal, Potae, and return to camp the same night. -~ e cut the Cullers!
Track at 10 em. and followed it due. south, arriving at Apias Creek at 10.15.-
We rested, leaving at 11.15 and came across = comp in the bush at 11.50.
The trﬁvelllng on the tops was very good with the weather clear enough to
get good views. fle were nearing the Cullers amp when we came upon four
stags. Doug got three, and as thore was water hands we decided to boil =p
on the spot and have lunch. - The weather began to deteriorate by the timo
we were due to leave at 1.45 pm., we could see several ahowers around ~nd
o cold westerly was ™ inag conditions a little bit unple=s=ant. Norm
showed us & number oi . udmarks and then we headed back, arriving in Apinas
Creek at 3 pm. An hour's tramping along the boggy Cullers! Track brought
us to the top of the Golden Crown. & few nasty moments in the bush and
then 2 cry - "I see a blaze™ - and we were on our way back to .crmp, arriviag
t 4.456. The boys who had stayed behind hadn't been idle =nd th@rb Wag A
cup of tea walting for us. e also noted a good pile of dry firewood.

During the night the wind irom_tne west reached gale force »TJﬂflll n,
deluge of rain with it. Tents were blown down and most of the prrty got
2t lenst a little wet.

Leaving our camp at 9.20 we followed the stream for a2 little while -nd
then sidled out to the top of the ridge, fiaally arriving at Matthew's Hut

at 11.30. Those who wanted it were loaded up with as much pori 23 thoy
crnld carry. Thenks for this are due to Doug's two friends Strn Chapm u
£ ad Lill Goldfinch who killed the pigs in the bush and carricd th in e
tine hut. e left the hut at 1 pm. and easy tramping saw us at tho
Oillara at 2.45. The climb out of the U'Hﬂr over we 3 ro
sy riving there at 4 pm. e reached dastiags at 6 pm. with anot SReTeRs

trip behind us. Most of the members were in new country and ~lthougil our
poal was not reached we were quite satisfied. :

Nc. in party: 15. : , o ierder, Bob “oon.
Knth Elder, E. Ansell, Helen Hill, Derek Comvay, Tick Burton, Norman Elder,
Jrck Holloway (State Forest), Ian Berry, Graham Grooby, Les ioors, Ken

Thomas, Jim Gibbs, Doug Keid, Don Kirk.

--000=~

No. 431. BLOWHARD BUSH. ~June 8th.

Private transport was used for this trip =and the party left ot 7 am.
8.15 found us at the turn-off where we had & boil up. Following this we
get off with no particular object in view and mede rapid progress through
burnt-out manuka, a relic of a fire some years Aago. Several deer were
sighted, but as we had no rifle they were left ummolested. fn extensive
pobeh of red tussock caused excitement to the botanists of the prirty and
photographs were taken and long names used, much to the bewilderment of
the uninitiated.

At this stage very cold rain and wind arrived and as we were onlyv a
short step from the cars we hurried to their shelter. The rain went ns
soon as it came and we decided that as the day was still fresh we would
drop off some young trees that the Forestry service were bhlanting and
have another -go. The second try was more successiul and after lunch we
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set off into the bush and eventually reached a clear hill where we had =
good view of the Bay and the back of the Black Birch Range. e sat therc
fer a while and then left to see if we could find a hut which we were told
was on some flats back towards the road. However =fter a prolonged senrc:
we failed to find that hut, although we did find the ruins of another very
old hut just = few yards in from the bush edge. Leaving this we returncd
to the road and after inspecting an isolated clump of beech left for homo,
arriving at 6,30 pm.-

No. in party: 14. ' Leader, Ken Thomsas.

Keth Elder, Pat williams, Pat Bolt, Doris Torbett, Pesrl Smith, dorman Elder,
Bob Woon, Peter oSmith, Grahsam Grooby, Les Mocre, Brion hioore, Tex Chaplin,
John Groome.

-=000==

Lad

Ho. 432. BIG HILL - RUAHINE - WO MsN'S - HERKICKX'S. June 21-22

Wle left Holt's at 6.40 am. on Saturday in good weather bound for Bip Hill
station, and arrived there at about 8.30. By 9 am. we were packcd up and
rcady to start the long trek to No Man's. We set off ir cold, frosty:
woather up the 'Jeep and Landrover! road over Big fHill with good views of
Hawkes Bay, the Whakararas and snow-covered Central Ruahines. Having
crossed the sheep yards at the foot of Big Hill we had our first boil up
before starting the long pull up to Ruahine Hut. A nearby stream furnished
water for a very welcome cup of tea ... thc last beforec No Man's.

There was a slight delay after the boil up =2s we took the wrong trac: at
first, bearing too much to the left. However, we realized the mist:ke
before it was too late and returning to our resting place to look Tor the
corrgct track scon found it, and this btime set off in earnest on the right
track, winding our way up and up seemingly without end. The track up the
spur is good and well defined, but once at the top it runs out sltogether

into open tussock grass, lesving no defined route at all, However Bob .nd
Ken recognized some bush to the right and we socon found the trick ngein and

were through and at Ruahine Hut by 1.15. The hut is in & very uTl“E%C‘f(J
condition, but could probably sleep three, pessibly four, in case 3 :
ercy. We thought of a boil up but decided agninst it as Bob s-id he
once seen a dead pig in the water hcle.

From Kuahine Hat we climbed to the suuimit of Rskoutoongs (2272') and
thence along the long, open ridge to Lessong's Mormument. — Un the way we
noticed a very unpleasant looking mist approaching up the valley, so after
a sllgnt rest in some bush we pushed on, determined to beat the fog to No
Man's - we hoped. At the head of this vast valley we bore to the left and
soon picked up the track through the beech bush, and thence into the cpen
again for a few minutes, only to seec the mist gotting thicker, so we dived
intc the bush again still hoping to beat the fog. At last things were
getting clearer, at least to Bob and Ken they were, Ken said that therc
should be a tarn somewhere near and Bob remembered a broken pate, both of
which were soon encountered. Then we knew there was not far to go and Bob
“ad hen were certain of the way, so frankly it was a case of 'to hell with
the fog and let it do its damnedest' - and it did!

We arrived at No Man's at 4.40 pm., 2 really welcome sight; in reslity
7 small corrugated iron shack, but to our somewnst tired and very hungrv
bodies it seemed like a floodlit mension ... especially now that the fog wng
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becoming thicker. Unfortunstely there was very little dry wood in the
hut, but we got a fire going with what there was and soon had a mug of hot
soup with that wonderful odour of stew not far benind.

Probably, strictly speaking, No Man's is supposed to be a five-man hut,
but there were eight in our party. #ilth weather such as it ‘was no one was
kesn on sleeping out. So No Man's was converted from a two-tier-bunk to a
three-tier-baink hut by the simple, if somewhst cramped expedient of* Bob =nd
Ian sleeping on the floor under the two bottom bunks, whilst I perched
myself, with a certain 2mount of assistance from Bob, on the 'bookshelf!
¢.bove. the right-hand ouak. .iowever, cramped or not as the case may be,
evervone claimed a goud night's sleep. :

e rose on Sunday morning at about 7.30. Ve knew it was onlvy about
iive hours to the truck so there was no great hurry. The weather wes reother
crercast, but clear of fog. So after getting some wood together for the

brenkfast fire and another lot to leave in the hut, we had something to ent,
ailing the usual crush round the fire. We packed up in leisurely
fashion and someone suggested a mug of tea before saying farswell to the hut.
Someone else asked what the time was - 10.40!! Tea was off, prcks were on
ud eight bodies streaked out of the door.

This time we were bound for the Iron Peg, (hawal and Herrick's Spur.
after a short time we reached the Iron Peg and so to Ohawsi and derrick's
without event. Unce at the three orange discs, denot’ ng the besinting of
Horrick's Spur, there began that long, long descent down the famous (or
inf'amous) Spur. The beginning of the track through the bush w we Ll

mared by a working party last year, so no difficulty was encoumbercd in
fi.ding the way. About helf way down we met Norm and . herd of Hiwis
cealng up. After a few words they continued up =nd we contimucd Aown to
mcst Stan Woon, Doris Torbett, Des O'Nelll and Pat wWilliams, also on o d -
trip. After a few more words we contimued on down, climbing at timcs, but
usually slithering down or fighting through manuks or bracken Lo arvrive ot
herrick's Hut at 2.30 for a boil up and very welcome cup of tonu. At ¢.30

atter being joined by the other two parties, we left for Big Hill Station
acd the truck, after an excellent trip in fair to moderate woathor.,

No. in party:s 8. leader, Jim Gibbs.
Mirs. Ansell, Bob Woon, Ken Thomas, Brian Moore, Les Moore, Graham Grooby,

Ian Berry.
-=000==

No. 433, 140RT ROCK = KOHINERA4KAU.  July 6th.

Lack of transport prevented us {rom going into the ranges, so we decided
on & bicycle trip to Kohineraskau. Seven-of us set off at the blissful hour
of 8.50, and left our bicycles at the road's eund. 4 stroll across country
orought us to the creek, where we paused to drag a sheep from a watery grave;
und the boys insisted on demonstrating how to cuteh erayfish with a grass
loop. We soon reached Maori Kock, climbed it from various angles, then
dropped into the valley and boiled up. A short climb took us to the trip
cn Kohinerakau, and a pause to admire the extensive view. The onlv incident
on the return trip was that each of our bicycles had mysteriously developed
one flat tyre. e stared hard at some boys we passed down the ro=d, but thov
stared back unwinkingly. Not proven seeeeees
No. in party: 7. Helen Hill (leader), Pat Bolt, Doris Torbett, Pearl &Snich,

' Ken Thomas, Bob Woon, Philip Bayens.
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No. 434. : OTUMOKE . guly 19-20th.

The Howlett's [ixture was shifted to the head of the Moorcock in horus
that the weather would allow a partv to go south on to the Ngamoke Renge
wnd possibly =aiother to Howlett's via the divide.

Saturdav l rm. start only allowed us time to camp a little above the
Sta g'f Head, just as well for it was = wild night - rair, wind and frost -
and though thp SNOW Was retreatlng the Pohangina 'Dog- Kengcl’ would have
been pretty uninviting.

Sunday was thick and cold. We ail wewnt up as fa the Iog kennel
nd most ploughed on through soft sunow to Otumors, but vj;zb Ty was about
» couple of chains and the wind cutting so we were out i%wrly early. Large

flocks of white-eves both at the Dog-kennel 2ad well up
vere an uausual sad puzzling sight.

A saowy ridge

- A !

Noo in party: <o Actiag isader, Bob ¥oon,

kath Elder, Pat Bolt, E. iunsell, Helen Hill, ¥orm Elder,
Brian Moore, lLes Moore, Philip Bayens, Peter Smith.

Crsham Groobv,

~=CO0=-

Bo. 435, K4HUR K1 Aaucust drd.
After having ja cked everything up o Trounster the “rip to the abandonec

Burns iiange fixture, it was & blow W woon srnurdoy evening first the truck

tud then the leader foldew up. Fortunstelv lan was preparcd to do a short

run, so the trip was quietly switched back to sanuranaki.  The ninsteen
strrters (bhe number being swelled bv the welcome reappearance of lolly
Young with a couple of friends) accepted tho change nhileosophicallv and-
climbed aboard at Holt's. :

chotaras R

To cover some new country we tocx the iare odeft the truck
aenr the school and headed across country to & spur leading up to the L.E.
corier, We left this just below the limsstone cup and sidled left to locute

¢ hut last visited by the club in 3Scpt. 1958, The hillside wis bone dry
221 some ugly threats came from the tnirsticr souls. 5 hut was finallsy
located on the extreme S.E. corner, toehtery but still stending, and water,

of a sort. However thirst was forgotten with the discoverv of two occupants,
YOS SUMS . After a spectacular battle of wits (the wits by a0 mesns 21l on

onv side) and some Tar =n-like displays by Feter and Allen (bue opossum
usually one tree ahew..,. the -:cond opossum was dispatche.s and tramping
rosumed.

Visibility was poor at the trig as light cloud and haze had d-ifteu
over after a perfect morning, so we came down early and there was plonty
tiwe to have another boil-up at the river and still return in broad dayl

No. in party: 19, Acting lecader, Norm Dlder.

Pearl Smith, Barbara ilaultsaid, Jennifer iaultsaid, s. Buek, E.
Mcily Young plus 2, Ian Berry, Jim Gibbs, Phitiip bayens, kov York,
Cowan, Bob ¥ioon, Stan Woon, R. Berry, Doug heid, Poter Fattulio.

~=000=--
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SECOND OXFOKD _ SEARCH.

A phone message came through from S.A.K. on the evening of Sunday Sth.
July asking us to alert twelve searchers for = plene missing the previous
cvening between Masterton and Ohakea - -and reported in the Pohangina ares,.

As the club has not been in that arca since just after the fire of 1946,
none of the present active membership is acquainted with that part of the
Rushines, so our first thought was to alert at least one team from ‘shley

Clinton. is this had already been done through the Tamaki T.C., Bob #Woon
snd Doug Reid raised our full quota from the H.T.C. and Hestings Deerstalkors!

Asgociations Napler K.E.C. were =also notified and they alerted o two-muu
team with their light-weight set.

The weather was still bhad on Mounday and though Keith Sevoriasen took
the 4shley Clinton party as far as the Pohanginn Hut, and Levin and Welling-
“ton parties operated in lower country round.the Mangahao dams and Pahiatu~
Track, we were still waiting for air reconnaissancc. This gave o opportun-
ity to check over notes of previous searches, and stoeks of maps; qir/gr@uni
cignals and first-a2id kits were =assembled. A start was made with the
rceruiting of follow-up parties and some girls alerted for the various odd
- jobs that are ineviteble at base and advanced bases in a big search. R.5.Co
added a truck with roadhead battery and mains sets.

- Little fresh news came through on Tuesday, but a meeting thuat cveniug
‘en~bled us to check up on prep=rations and possibilities. One valuable
point came up, from our experience in the Howlett's search, the importanc.
ct checking over local information on the spot by people who know the counbry.
At ashley Clinton we gathered enough information to transfer th: scarch irom
the Saw Tooth to. the head of the Oroua, where the plane was actuallv fouad.

4 similar check of the Pohangina reports was suggested to Bill Bridge =nd
this was carried out the following dey by andrew Fuller (N¥.T.C.) with Police
and Air Forcee. In consequence a party was. sent in up Short's Track on

the Ngamoko Range on Thursday, led by Jack Body (M.T.C.) They were turned
back by soft snow at 2000ft. after a late start, but made their objective
next day and sanisfied themselves that a reported object was nos part of

e plane. , :

Meantime, with 2 high-country search in prospect we were beglaning to -
worry about the shortage of ice-axes, and asked the police to make a radio
appeal.’  This resulted in eight ice-axes (and one ordinary axc) being
delivered to police stations and post offices irom wWoodville to roa, and:
1 further four or five from club members and ex-members -~ 2 most satisfactory
result, for which the search committee 1s very grateful.

/ith the southerly gale easing off and cloud lifting townrds the week-
cnd an intensive search seemed imminent. Plans for searching the he<d of
the Pohangina were discussed with Dannevirke, arrangements made to establish
the K.E.C. base at Iavelock North and we were contemplating moving our
prrties down to ashley Clinton for = flying start, when werd came through
tnat nir search was beling abandoned ot nightf=ll and S.a.R. shutting down.

After standing by -all week this was a great disappointment. e
co.izidered making a reconnalssance on our own, but even under good conditions
Tunopo would have been about the limit of our range und we werc short of
trunsport. The following week a psrty went in as far as Otumcre but the
weather was thick and they got no further.

=-=000=-




18.
PRIV ATE TRIPS..

. SILVER PE.Ks. _ ifay 18th.

By 7.15 am. & party of eight ossembled at Holt's and we were away iu
good weather for Silver Peaks. After only one enqulry we fouund that tho
station holder was Mr. Williems who readily gave permission for us to go
over the range. We found a suitable spot to park the truck at the foot. -
of Trig 1150' and set off. Over easy grass country we errived at the trig
and found a cold S.W. wind, so droprcd down iunto the Hawea Stream for a
boil-up at the foot of Irig 1326. After lunch we climbed 1328. Therc is
not much height in it really, but what there is is all in one lump making
quite a steep climb for about half an hour. From the top we had’'a reallw
good view of Kehuranaki, the Kawekas and Ruashines, Rangi, Thrce Johns, 68,
and 4drmstrong's Saddle all showing up wcll. after about half an hour on
top we came back to the Hawea stream and followed it out to the road and
so back to the truck. It was then only =zbout 1.30, so we decided on =
further search for the somewhat elusive caves 1un the Kahuranski area. . Sco
we returned to the concrete bridge =and declidcd to.search the ridges immed-
iately in front. e reached the first small ridge - nothing! fie. searched
the second ridge - nothing!! We went right over the m2in ridge and olmost
to Maraetotara Valley: net result not ¢ven 2 rabbit hole. So.we returscd
to the truck, reaching Hastings at 5.45 pm. -

No. in party: 8. Fearl Smith, Pat Williams, Ian Berry, Feter Imith,
Brian Moore, Les loore, Graham Groobv, Jim Gibbs (leader).

--000-~

FUKTHER TKAINING OF THE YUULG: iny 25th.

I had loung promised an ll-year old nephew to introduce him to snow, sc¢
when on Saturday the ranges were heavily coated, we planned + hurricd
expedition next dav. This consisted in the end of mvy brother, Pat Bolt,
mvself, the aforesaid eleven-year-old, and his eipht-year-cld sister who
rctused to be left behind. We left early, and reached the willows at
Kuripaponga by 8.30.

along the Kawecka track we debated which way was quickest to snow and
our first glimpse towards Kaweka hut showing little snow, we decided on
climbing up to it on 4,100, The elght-year old clambered up ouite happily,
even though we had to crawl through dense manuka, and we finslly reached
the top to find it under heavy snow. We boiled up just above the shingle
slide, but the projected snowman was reluct:iutly abandoned because the
children's hands were so cold. Thev had wot realised before that snow is
actually freezing! A mist coming down drove us rapidly down the slide,
which was greatly enjoved by 2ll, and we reached the road in time to be home
by 5 pm. - milking time fcr Ted!

Party: Pat Bolt, Ted Aill, Barbara %allace, Bobby wallace, Helen Hill.

" ==-000=--
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KIWI ~ HUT. . July- 13th.

This was = partv formed hurrledlv on the previous Friday nlght and Saturday
morning. -

On arrlval at the Willows the weather seemed dirty over the KiJCkaS, thick
mist enshroudlng Cook's Horn. However by the time we hed had tes and something
to eat the clouds seemed to be lifting, so we decided to make for“Kiwi Hut.

ie set off at about 8.45 for the Smith-Russcll track nrd the summlt of
4lout. On the way through the manuka den disturpbed 2 pig which scuttled off
through the scrub quite harmlessly. We found the tracK easily and sscended
to Clem's Rock where we halted for a rest. It was then that we heard voices
behiand us asking where “the x#%% the nearest water was i Someone replied,
with equal vehemence, that he thought it was about 13 hours ahead ! Little did
thev realize that they were passing a stream within about two minutes! walk of
tneir =ctual position at the time ! ' 4

after a chat with this shooting party we contirued up 4100 and on to Kiwi

ikidege and the snow, There was not much in the way of snow, two or three inches
in places on the SW slopes, the N. slopes being quite clear, By now the weather
had cleared into a glorious sunny day, quite warm, we arrived =t KLiwil Hut

in ¢ime for lunch during which time Alf Dixon 2nd his scouts rnrrived from

k=, By 2 pm. we were away again, this time on the return trip. Ve had

vlenty of time and so set a nice easy pace, “dmiring the view =nd watching for
u~;uruh©e to go into action. Apart from 2 small whiff of steam, she wns very
LjulF

anﬁ at 4100 we decided on the shlng slide rather than the Smith-Russcll
track, both for a change and for qulckne)u, and arrived back at the “illows at
4450 ﬂad awayv to Hastings, arriving at about 6.45 having completed an sxcellent
trip in fine, sunny weather. ‘ :
Iartys Fﬁt Bolt, Helen Hill, Ken Thomas, Jim Gibbs, Des O0'Hecill (leader).

. =-000--

KAWEKA - CUOK'S HOKN. . duly 27-205h,

This trip was another "Friday night decision".  lieeting at Holt's =t 10 .,
on saturday we arrived at the %Willows in perfect weather at =bout 11.45. ihile:
having a boil-up there we were approached by three deer stalkers and =2 small bov
wno usked 1f they could share the hut for the night. At 1 pm. we were away,
maxing a detour to the la:ies for photos of the Kawekas. The snow scemed fairly
®ell down and also fairly.thick, so we were hoping for some good photos on the:
Sundwy. e arrived at the hut at about 4 pm.

A fair night was spent in the hut, though one of the stalkers felt cold
at 2 am. and consequently got up and re-1lit The fire and made ten. The small
boy of course, was more awpke than anyone and wanted to go off after deer therc
zind then. I don't mind saying he very nearly d1d not leave the hut at 111
let alone go out deer stdlking at 2 am.!!!

sunday broke into a perfect day with brilliant sunshine and a foir westurly
breeze. It was to ba a fairlv leisurely day, so at about %.45 we set off for
4325. The snow was slightly higher than we had previously thought, =nd we «1id
not encounter it until we reached the bushline st the back of the hut. From
there on there was a good covering of hard, frozen snow and ice. The goirny




1g.

was slippery in places, but generally speaking conditions were excellent. e
reached the junction of Cook's Horn Ridge and 4325 and unachamedlv sat down

for threequarters of an hour, The view was perfect, with Cape Kidnappers,
Titiokura, Taraponui, Tartarakino and the Southern Urewera all clearlv visible
in front, with Ngauruhoe and part of kuapehu at our backs. AT aboub 12,50

we w.adered back to the hut for luanch and left %Filn,ﬂt about 3.15 for th: road,
All told, @ good trip in perfect weather.

Partv:  John Mitchel, Jim Gibbs, Dick Burton (leadsr).
--000--

AOR&NGT. ' 9th=16th Mav.

As with tramping, onlv more so, the great thing about botanizing is the
way one trip leads to another.,  When we fouud cedar on Ngamatea in the Tikitiki
Bush and then the great cedar forest away to the woest bevond Moawhanpo, we
naturslly doubled back to re-examine the cedar forest of the western Ruahines
Hence the Pourangaki trip last January. In way the next step was to have a
stab at the intervening forest, the biggest block in the Ruzhines, which
stretches unbroken from the Rangitiikei Kiver vo the divide and from mckai Patea
to langachane.

It is rough country with scrubby forcst aad big lim:stone scarps onc 7orgus,
better tackled in summer, . However the wsather held up 'eagonebly well an
short days and cold winds were the main drawbacks.

Ve had already been alecng the Potae track and down the #siokctore while
Tony =nd Mick had traversed the Ohutu hange to Titapue, 20 this tiwe we didn't
aic 1t a deep penetration, but merely to work our wav round below sernngd

accordingly we camped the first night on Racecource Flat, where the whole [ingi-
tikei pours through a 15-foot slot of great depth. Below this the river
very gorgy and we were forced up on te one of thb leading ridgﬁﬂ'wnrﬁh radisto
from aorangi. This was interesting so we stuck to 1t, climbing through opun

tot ra forest with an open grassy floor till the denser upper foresi took ifbs
plece. Cold drizzling rain made conditions fairly bleak =zud when wo bumped vp
ageinst the final cliff-face we took sdvantage of some drv overhagys, pruufiuallv
caves, to cump without further =ado. after scratching out the lcosc soll we
constructed sleepins ledges for the whole paftv, five and =« fire in No. 1 Aorﬁnﬂi
Crescent, the remaining five in No. 4. Nobody rolled off in the night, though
cave-dwelling was voted a bit cool "nd draughty for standard procti

In the morning we found that quite a fair deer-sidling went round bolow
the cliffs, giving a good view of the country below, so we foilows ¢ it. fhe
dav improved though it remainéd cold and overcast and visibilitv wes fair,

Deer were plentiful in the open gullies whica ran down into the bush. One’
gap, 2 main highway, led on to the top, elsc e the cliffs wore contirnuous,
OUne interesting find was one of the big, carnivorous snails (Faraphanta) having
a tug of war with an enormous earthworm.

Un reaching the N.E. corner we came out on to the Mangachane tussock and
here were baffled by the complete disappearance of our previous route to the
sumnmit . After a bit of scrambling we desisted and set off eastward along
the bush-line to pick a camp-site for the night,

Next morning rain protracted the cooking of breakfast but the weather



Cleared later and there were even glimpsss of sunshine. e continued eastward
aeross a saddle in the Chutu range, then under Raksunuiakura to the cullers!
aut 2t "Kuahine Cormer", where the Fotae Track starts. After a comfortable,
but crowded night half the party left to return to civilization =nd the re¢ss of
us broke up, the two geologists heading north -for = deposit of lignite near
Utuoae, while the rest of us went south to have another looir at the bush wloup
the Potae track, then followed the bushline north slong the ITka awatse faco,
intending to meet at the Makirikiri Hut, bnly known to us by hearsav. Hers
the mnp was at fault., fle arrived at dusk tc find no trace of the hut, nor
of the geologists. We 4 both tents so made ourselves comfort.tle and
trusted they had found che hut.

Fortunately we changed Shr minds in the morning =nd instead of cubting
across to the ligaite seam to pick them up, decided to keer down the other
0f the gtream and locate the hut first - just as well, for we met thom comiag
bret with full packs. They hadn't found the hut and were beginning to be

nxilous about our whereabouts. Had we not met we might have wandered round

for nours in this featureless, rolling country with few established tracks.

Wwe soon found the hut, but having lost half the davy pushed on s=nd coamped near
the lipnite, which was duly found - interesting no doubt, but hsrdlv combustible.

We picked a very picturesque camp=-site and vhen snow startszd te Tali it
added to the effect, as we s2t round a roaring fire and discusscd the univorsc,
It soon stopped however and the sky cleared and we were hardlv iatc our slc vine-
bags before a hard frost shut down. some claim to have slept, but it was o
rretty numb party that assembled for breakfast. ' '

It was 'a fairly long trek out in the morning via the Hermitage. the
arcndy Block and Yoeiioe so that we didn't start on the ro:d hom< il
it a very welcome civilized meal offered us at Mangachan tat:o“.

T T Al
E‘\J . u-h.

-=000==
RU APEHU . 6th-11th Julv.

A party of twenty H.T.C. and derial Mepping left Hastings en route fdr the
ski-ing grounds on Sunday morning about 9 am. Atter about a mile we discovered
i3 had left the party's hard won cash behind. We returned amid much cross firs
irom the spectators. Our next attempt ‘to get creicking took us =s far as lar .-
weras, where the bus conveniently packed up. Something had brokcn around the
big end area, so a three-hour wait with a pub and hot spring I-id orl.. . How time
flies! The relief bus arrived with =a puncture in the rear. wheel. Preranere.
wud tastes good; try it sometime, but use T plate,. Away toward Tuupo we op.r
=pout 4.30 pm. A hurried count of the passengers on board stter a few milcs
rovealed the party were all. preoent and sober. : ' :

Taupo for dimmer and all the hash bars orowded out with skier: roturning
home after o week-end ski-ing or climbing. The party drifted around the burg
and most of us got some tucker of sorts. Wle were told that conditions were rocd.

The ChAtesu's lights loomed out of the r=in =t 11.30 pm. The party h=d
two rooms at lWnakapapa and three in Long Lodge. - After about an hour evervonc
was settled in and fed. ) :

iflonday morning dawned a brilliant day. Two of us left the main partv =nd
moved into the Manawatu Hut, together with three pecks, skis and a sledge nrmed
The Thing. A sledge should be a good means of transport if vou have straps to
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ksep the gear on with. iie didn't. e pulled The Thlng about half vay in helf
the time it would take to carry the’ stuif ten.t1mcc the distance. Sorry,
vou'll have to work 1t out.

The hut was in excellent conditicn with everything 1cld on, from pillows to

pressure cooker.  There is sleeping <ccommodation for about twenty-four souls
ith more space on the floor. A coal range neats the hot water svstem. Three
primuses and two Colman pressure lamps supply the meazus for o quick and
lighting. L frig. is built on to the wsall of the hut outside and cus into

5hc main room. In & small room into which “he one and only door opens is @ work

bench and storage space for skis, wet clothes, cte.

“When you haven't been on skis for = vear, strange things happen for © while.
planks seem to want to flv in the air while your body takes their ploce con

tjs ground. it times the sunlit scene secms to have a lot of stors and other

,,,,, cht obgucts floating around. after a couple of hours you decide it's ti to
Ligust the skis. This is just an excuse to get the blwsted thinprs off vour £ t.
sh! 2 doze in the sun and the devil takes care of his own - your skis are soine
1t out down the mountain on their own. Well, when this hecpens thore are thres
things to dos (1) go flat out after them; (2) sit down and admire the way the

cle~n up skiers further down; (3) stroll down after them =nd ~ive vent to Ve
feelings. Usually we combine (1) with the lstter p-rt of (b)

The rest of the party we found ski-ing over the ridgc and just Loiow the
ski’ room. The Thing was doing =~ good c¢r-de on sore slopes cf 50 dep. =and up=
words. Lfter an hour or so the snow ~t the bottom of the sleope thawed out ~ud
The Thing wouldn't quite make it. It casme to a dend stop rfrom abcut thirty rph.
some reilly good spills cccurred. The sled;s held two and the rsar prssenger
got some thrills shooting clean over the cue in front, when they met the qut SIOW.

Tuesday, another pood day with couditions perfcct. The main body at dhaka-

papa arrived about midday and missed ocut on 2 good morning. After lunch a
sledge built on a pair of skis was dug out of th snow alongside the hut. This

sledge knocked opota off The Tnlng and we hazd o lot of fun on it.

dednesdey %nd the weather still holdln“ good except for a gule from the south.

The main party in the morning went for a tramp to the Tar-naki } 2lls, arriviang up
21t the ski-ing &TOUud in the early aftsrnocn. There wos a small J1“: puilt up
nwpout two feebt high, but it might =s well have been twenty for we =211 s=t counting

stars wost of the time. A run of =about 100yds. dowa a gully behind ik atu
Hut and over the jump and a hell of = L)+ of hoof prints and zrooves to ski over,
it »ble. then 10Uyds. of flat going to some short steep slopes leading into the
zuliy bcelow the tucklend hut,

Thaursday wsxs spent by the two in kanawatu Hut packing and cleaning up. The
whakapapa~ites went tramping to visit thne local siphts and made the ski-rooms
about 3.30. another look into manswatu Hut 2nd 2 brew completed the dav on the
mountain. That evening thers was 2 film show in the bascment of the ChAtewu -
enough szid. ' ‘

4 week of really good weather, Up on Fridey morning around 5.30 and on our
way home by 7.30 am.' via Wairakei Vallev. secing the Valley in winter is v ;
a2 let down in one sense as we miss out sccing some of the geyse s working, owing
to the stesm condensing quickly in the cold air, after & visit to the Huke
¥z1lls and a feed at Taupo we hit Hastings about 7.5V pm.

fetor Swmith.
--00G==
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DEVIATION ON THE wAlaaliada RQUTE. :

On the way back | om the Waikamaka Hut iu the course of a private trip in
July, two of the party, in an effort to dodge tac leatherwood, climbed from the
saddle part way up Three Johns and then raded down a siningle slide back to the
finipawa. They say this route has definite advantages over the usunl one.

Ask ttan Wooni

--000~~
SOCIAL NE W S,
luriel Shaw and Sandy Lowe were married esrly in June. We cxtend to thenr

our best wishes.
Derek Conway went off to camp at Linton for 2 few weeks.

George Lowe is back in New Zealand. He will have returned to Hastings
by *he time "Pohokura" is published. ' :

Philip Finch 1s doing interesting survey work in iarlborough. Th@'fqllow—
ing is an extract from one of his lettersi- {d ted 15/5/52 from Blenheimn).

.. "I've just had a very interesting three wecks about fourtecn wiles on the

Rotoroa side of Murchison. There is a dydre scheme to rut an 18" tuanel irom
Lak: Rotoroas to the Mangles Kiver, a distance of gix mil s. The F.7.D. reguire

“he sods and the line to be accurately fixed on the ground. Thie« ig bei

- don
by :.cond order trig observations, tyirg the line on to the existing trig wori.
The instrument in use - on loan from the karlberough District wheve btrig rovision
is in progress - is a #ild Td; it reads directly to poiuts of a sccond, which

is very small. There are only three of these instruments in N.Z. (unew pric.
about £800-£1000). It was used on the primary triangulation 2ll over KN..I.

lo its case it weighs 38 lbs., and the legs aanother 18 lbs.

Most of the trigs require over a 1OUO' climb, the highest wag Wb, Murchiso.
RRSIVIO] invilt This was above the bush line up in the snow grass and tussock. T™iare
was an excellent fault line, between the bushline and top, = drop of & ft.. or
rore, fairly recent I should think. ‘ :

ilost of the trigs were covered 1in beech forest, some of it fuirly henvy.
sird life was very interesting, bell-birds, tuils, tomtits, robins, rifiemca,
bush canaries, and a weka -~ the latter being very foand of pulling thr tops of
vae's socks. , '

The ultimate pfogramme is to divert part of the upprer wair-u into Lake
rotoiti, from there to Rotoroa, and from Tutaki.a tunnel straipght through to
the Buller at Longford.  It's going tc be a fairly large scheme.”

--0C0o~~

NE STEMBERS.

At the- last three committee mecetings, the followlng werc elected 2s
club memberss~ '

Misses Pearl Smith and Patricia williams, Messrs. Ian Berry, Colin Coutes,
Jim Gibbs, Brian Moore, usrs. Edna Ansell, Misses alison Lklder, Barbora L. JltSaid,'
Jennifer Maultsaid, Dr. H.G. hicPherson, lcssrs. Graham Grooby, Leslic hoore,
roy York, hay Thomas, Miss Pamela Dyson, Lr. Philip Bavens. o
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EXPLORATION IN NEPAL.

THE B4RUN. GL&CIER AND  sRUN * RIVER.

{Ihe following is an extract from one ol George Lowu's letters, dated July 7th. )

fie 'Ve been exploring agzin and =»s I never returned to Namche first, I sct
[ with Eric, Charles Evans and Ed. on this lust journey in wh=t I stood up in
rlas only a sleeping-bag, lilo, down Jucket =2nd & few exposures in my crmers.
fact I set out with less than I would have for a weekend tramp to Kiwi Hut.

It happened like this:- After the descent from Nup Ls we crossed a hipgh
piss to the Khumbu to the Swiss base camp, = mile or so from the &, Cwm icef=ll
(we mlssed the Swiss by & few hours =as they evacuated that morning), then after

gquick journey to the foot of the famous icefnll we started down the Khumbu on
the two-day journey to Namche where wo dreawmecd of « long roct and some fresh
tood. liy troussrs were just able to cling on with uwc cutting new holes iv the
belt, I had become so skinny. we talked about eggs, big chunks of meat ond ovin
glezming bowls of rice were high on the list.

The Khumbu is an attractive valley and we spun slong rapidly, stopped for
o drink of yak milk at the first herd, then buzzed on =ud in the afteornoon w
dropped into trees and greenery and stopped for the unight with oaly + few hours
of walking to reach Namche. e had just settled in when kric walked in upon
our camp with two Sherpas carrving his zit and tweanty-four days' food =and. =sked
s to join him in exploring the Barun ~ad then following the river to the huge
irun River and so down by a new route to the Nopal border and out. He told us
that =all the others had left Namche snd werc trekking to Katmandu. fie =ccepted
Eric's plan as this was & very specisl uxplortion which Ed =2nd I had hoped to
io this vear. ind so cutting adrift -ay wishes tor omeclettes, potatoss, milk
aud fresh greens, we hitched our belts, tilled our bellies on 2 brew of tsampsz
tez and set off up valley to cross high passes over the S. and E. flankiog
ridges of Everest and sc get into the Barun gleacier - an unexplored lece stream
between hverest anc dakalu (27,790ft. and fourth highest in the world).
dgaknlu had never been approached before and reaching the head of the Barun and
looking into Tibet from therc would, ifor us, comulete = circuit of Evcrest over
‘1te highest passes. To cover this in colour ~nd do it all within six weeks
appealed to Ed and me ~ it seemed we were getting =211 the creazm of exploration
and we liked .it. ' : :

@

Un 10th June we headed up a side valley from Khumbu and went along a valley
under the five-mile wall of rock between Lhotse (27,890ft.) aad Nuptse (25,7001t)
whici nowhere drops below 25,000ft. It's just & sheer black =znd grey wall, too.
steep to hold any snow, and it extends up to-where a ridge runs south cfif
Lhotse. We hoped to cross direct into the Barun, but found no feasible pluces.
v 12th June we climbed the ridge further 8. and looked ilato the donpu vallev,
which is unexplored, =nd got ourselves and our loads down =nd cuamped by 4 huge
glacial lake (about 500 acres).

The crossing was fun - we had to double pack 70-1lb. loads over 19,400ft.
took a dump of food up oa the 12th to within 400ft. at the root of a rock
all. Next day we carried up the rest and then E3 and I tried the walls.

id got up a long ledge and we pulled up the londs =nd people and reached the
top °t noon. The Hongu side was even shtesper ad covered with broksn glaciler.
fle fixed & hand-rail rope and cut steps into nn ice chute and bv cutbing

“
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platforms and me sliding ‘gingerly down =& 1001t. at a time on crampons we low.red
evervthing in four relays to an avalanche fan and then fixed it in big bundles.

8.3 towed it down to the rocks. Then with evervone carrying, 140 1b. each wc
staggered to the lake and camped. Here we met Charles Evans who with two

Shervas had come into the Hongu to meet us and join the Barun exploration.
dith his cgrrying power added we were slightly more mobile and next day (14hn
crossed the Honpgu Glacier and up 80uft. of stecp loocse rock to a saddle which
wo thought would put us in the Barun - but we walked out on to = hure snow
pletoau ab 20,500ft., ringed by attractive snow peaks. On the 15th the tour
ot us climbed one of thesc peaks and by altimeter it was 22,560f%. We took
compass bearings and fiwxcd our position and could sce the head snowfilelds of
the Barun and the point we hoped to rench. fie sdw that 1f we crossed the
rlateau (5-8 miles) we mipht be able to find a pass and drop down to the Baruau,

yext day we crossed 2nd climbed a2 difficult ice-fluted penk (21,800ft.) -ad

gaw = gap that was possible. We descended and lowered the gesar nnd Sherp s
down a rock wall and got dowa a difficult 1,000 ft., then descended  steery
tributary glacicr and on to the rough and tumble Barun ice tr&%ﬂ, =t ~bout
17,00uft. This was & streauous day. HO WCrE 1NOW rlént under Mekolu and
fecling very pleased with ourselves. The monscon was buillaing up ~nd every
sfternoon the wet clouds crawled up the valicys from India and Nep:l =2nd it

snowed at night. e had one classic thunderstorm with lightning
zny other thunder-and-lightning display that l've experienced look
coulin't stop thinking, as I lay being dripped upon, that I wns g

o bigger mountains in theé world if it meant bippor thuni rstorms!

hich mnde
dild. 1

23 there were

Next dav we set out for the head ¢f the glrecier. ™ The rough trowvellil
over sworaine, ice gullies, rivers con the lce 2nd pinnacles, together with riw's
heing sick made thet day tedious in the ¢xtreme. Cloud closed in onrlyv and e
campred- near the head not knowing where we were exactly. Next morningz the

cleared for only an hour and we took bearings and headed on to ths ice by =
{amtastic route through pinnacles and lakes 1n the ice and uwp and up ia the mist
to the saddle at over zUu,v00ft. It began to snow nd we didn't get our vicw.
The saddle was hard, hard ice, too slipperv and glucy to pitch camp 2nd we
to a safe avalaache-free point and pntchvd camp here. Then it snowed

- [SAS
snowed and snowed. The snow was soggy and wet and leaked through the tent.

Naxt day we retreated, wading in knee-deep, new snos, falling in up to tla
shoulders in masked crevasses and generally having a bledk retreat. The mon.
18 rtlllv on us-and we got out and down to grass level and then hitched our
¢lts, very seriously this time, bec wuse we were going to try to fUllOw Fhv Her
*1x01er and river to its JuﬁCthﬂ with the Arun kiver, 17 miles
st 18,000ft. and the junction was 4,000ft., and we guessed with that .
ﬁ"al4 be gorges galore and formidable jungle. But this sort of thing is brood

2t to Bric who thinks that this wav of finishing = trip, bv exploring to
the very end, is the choicest delight, witn the grestest swvour and spice; so
pet off with nine days' food still left.

001

e}

Although in ra2in the terrain was easy - grassy, lateral moraine walls,
we covered many miles. “We forded the Barun river a mile below the terminal -
and it was cold!’ (The first wash my feet had hed in two months). Late that
day ‘we had paused for a spell when Eric and Ed both said together, "Look!
‘therots a mant ™! To us alone in that lonely valley this was wrrbst‘ > and 1
-was about to rush off shouting to attract him because we wanted information.

If there were people, then there would be tracks and yaks, and yaks meant milk
znd dail (curds). But Eric stopped me and told uis to hide! © Then he explained
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hovw 2 similar situation had occurred with him in the Karakor=ms and how ou
approach:ng the men, they, taking them for wild snowmen, had run awas. So there
we were, within a guarter-mile of pecple who - as we could see through Charles's
monocular - were putting up a shelter for themselves while the flocks grazed the

new grass, and we dared not approach thew opealy. . 4s Eric pointed out, if we
qpled down = vallev from the snow towards them, who knew that nothine ever
live! ap there, they would naturally take Iright. Th< Sherpdg caught us

2nd we told Them to go ahead cautiously ocut of sight and interropate. By ©h
way, we were out of Shempa country amongst Nepili herders and we didn't .1k

lingo. The Sherpas set ~°f and when holf way one of them couldu't resist
tsmptatlon and for. the ! of %" shouted luridlvy and showed himself. The

rosuvlt was funny. e ¢ chem ~cop then, startled, thev 1lit out, first to ry
#nd cross the river, and failing, then down vallev with the most obvious signs
of panic =nd desperation. Eric said, "Let's catch “hem or they'll -larm the
wnole vallev population who'!'ll hide and wo'll get no information or food.” i
and I dropred packs and set cut to cut them off, but we never scood the slirht
~caance &gainst them, barefoot and filled with mort-1l fear of the Yetis after taur.
w2 couldn't help seeing the funny side of it, as well ns the serious [lor usy,

cnd roared with laugnter with the Sherpus.

ie followed their tracks which led into - gorge where the river boiled
a,2ainst rock walls. wWe climbed high over the top and lost them, we went cn
down and then saw a lone figure with a load ol firewood. We hid and vnlcading
‘one Sherpa we seut him off alone to scout arcuuna &nd go past the firure ana
approach him from down valley, so that if he ran we could rap him - +ery cnmni
Ila, "he Sherpza, crept up to within a few vards and called out in hepall and
ranep ¢ 50 greet him without his taking oif. e ealled ns Jrom nidiug and

ag .

t4ilked with him about tracks, bought soue curds :nd ate it on the spoc i 1d

“en, »4d with hils instructions we went on and camped near the first slone hv*

ol a \ak herder amongst the most besutiful natural flower garden. Tae hillsides

for © res were covered with azalea bushes which were in glorious full flower. H
ope the pietures come out. #c bought = sheep ~ 2n.cid ram was =1l they d i

v - I killed it with 2 kukri and qklﬂlcd it with = blunt pocket kniie ﬁnd
voked and ate all the back legs and c¢ae side of ribs, just the four ol us.

#2ll T can't tell in detail the whole trip, but there waere incidents galore.
: oxy we found the blue mountain popry again, som: wild onions and wild
arb which we scoffed raw! .. The descent of the auper Barun gorzes was casy
woth a rough shepherds' track, marvellously scenic, like the TollvIZord couatiy
dovn south. Then- into the lower Barun gorges - boulders ana conglomerate siden
roaring mad, dirty unfordable river and eeric Scotch mist for tiwo davs, with
wet camps and mosquitoes. Then, foiled in gebtting down the river =1l the v/,
had to climb from 7,000ft. through cv1T rhododendron and lsech~i fested Jun~..
Lbe scot with exotie wax flowers and huge black or navy blue 1ili with evi’
sreldlse and cruel-looking leaves, hugb fDqut trb s and wet, rociky ssream-be s
25 the route through. This was arduous rldb, 2nd the leeches " our bhocts au
down‘our necks didn't help, ‘either.

nu

3

Up we went for two days and over w«- gap apbouv' 14,000Tt. to = hiph loke suri-
oundsd by rhododendrons in bloom and acres of primulas of every coiour. Thig
garden of wild flowers is the most imoressive that I've ever seen. This part o1
the WOu“ney in contrast with the snow =2:zd ice < 1d the evil cloving growth in
the dungle, the clear lakes and fresh flovor dens, was one of tho yr“nﬂﬁsi

r,

experiences of the exploration. fromw the reachet the Arusn by descencilag
a long hummocky ridge on & rough traci. to hubts and ficlds of corn, young
rice and pumpkins and potatoes just ccuing fnrou At 4,000ft. by vhe mighty
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Arun it was hot and we felt the rapid change rather sadly. We bought some vourg
maize cobs and had twelve each! then eighteen eggs and made them 21l into a
glorious omelette and scoffed it. We stayed the night in o village and slept

outside the houses in the open, to avoid the flens. #e bought ~ chook and =
pumpkin :nd some hard beens and ate aguin. The sleep outside was just in ander-

pants and singlet (that's how I trevelled oat in the heat, usually minus both
later with a loin cloth fashioned from my Jilapidated -silk. searf ) - the fleas
out snd chewed us; lice from the fowls got into our undiss.and we couldn't
vid of them until I burnt them the other day, and mosquitoes enjoved the suck

sod with a super high haemoglobin cont . vt awaking EBd recoiled at the
of & leech gorged with blood and sbout thrcﬂ inches long-and as round ~s 2

inger lolling too full to move ncar his head His hair wsas matted with
where the foul thing had attached itselfr and sucked itsclf full ~1l night.

Next lay we hac to cross the mzin Arun by & rope bridge and so get on Lo 2
coolie route with gocd tracks available. The bridege wns upstroam and we sob
off threugh fields with leeches on every ot“lK of gr“sa and btush - all reaching
wnd wl‘fllﬂg to feel for us. A side river had buca washed out and the bridpe

h the overnight rain and we spent four huL"“ cutting supljig and brids-
across a rock defile like a smaller eaitiocn of the Huka Fall )
crazy bridge it had the added charm and excitement of A fa
nt could only be done with bare fect, the big toe in =

An afternoon of heat and climbine in which cne of the
) - staring eyes and a constipated wilk, found the going
caloan qgaxy (about 351bs. at this stage) that he collapsed and v 2
5« his load, revived him, and when he could stumble alonpg he walked orr &ac
s, 80 the other Sherpas tied a string around his neck and led him like &
ing him back when he flopped off the track and laughing like hell at hiu.

Z cy rock

ile reached the rope bridge acrcss the Arun at 6.30% all tired, hungrv and
fhy. The river was 300 yds. wide, turbulent, dirtysiand virv impressive - but
half as spectacular as the rope bridge across. A orazv swinpg of throe ropes
iou high above the water and laced occasicnslly with struts of flax rove
the hand-rails to. the foot rope. The method of crossing was to walk :
rope barefoot and steady yourself with the two hand-rail ropes. L Tow! s
it sensationall Unce you get the hang of it 1t's casv, but with the river
tearin: along underneath and the whole structurc waving with vour movement it's
verv herd not to decide that the river is standing still while the bridge is
roving away at a swirling eight knots. The Sherpas nearly died of feoar and
loc:ls carried their loads across while Ld and I tied up the delirious old min
He wns dribbling and blubbering and saying preyers aad shutting his eves all the
way over and we just mans-cd to hold him up when he trod on space. He would
groan. We carried him ..o5ly, he beling roped in slings and only a feot in trout
of me and a foot bshind L . I tnink he was so miserable that falling off would
have been 2 pleasurable escape from it all. #ith a good night's sl.‘p and an
extra ration of food and no load he revived and comple ted fb@ whole Journey cut.

bivht

An so once across the Arun we marched for seven days, starting at 4 am. and
poing until 10 or 11 am. and then in the cool evening & - 7 pm. and doing ten to
f'ourteen miles each day, we came out to Dhankuts, then Dharan where we got .o to

v jeep - all of us - and ploughed through thirty miles of mud track. This
thlrty miles took 95 hours of steady pushing and ridiang, to Jogbani on the Iludian
border. We took a train for 24 hours to Raxaul (the Train broke 2 piston driv.
shaft and we baked on the plains for 55 hours beifore a relief engine towed us

away ). FromARaxaul it was two days' jouracy by train, truck and wal to
katmandu, the capital. And now I've been here for a day at the Embassy liviag

luxuriously, ea 1ng, sleeping, and drlnnlng coox%alls (last night) with the
adviser to the King of Nepal.




Date: Place

e

August 31st. Burns Fange. E Pat Bolt (1239, home)

September 13-14th.  Puketitiri Hot Springs - wiakino Spur. Peter Smith (2846,work)

Septonber 28th. - Meractotara Stre-i. satl Blder (2968, home )
Jetober 11-12th. Hakaroro - Te Atua dahuru, return Bobt Toon (7543 ,home)
via Maropea and Geld Creek.
stober 25-26-27+h. Howlett's - Waikamaks (or bust!) Derek Corwov (%058 . hom:)
‘(Labour Day weck-cnd .- :
sovember 8-Uti., Ceirn Trip. Stan Creven (2897 hone)
sovember 23rd. Lake Runonga. Jim Gibbs (6211,huie)
Jecember 6-7th. Cape Kidnappers. Angus Russcll,

1
dovenl.r 2tL=-9th (see aopove.) Stan Craven will oz th

bea
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CATRN TRIP: REMINDER. , ' ‘ ' \

n included in the team for the 1953 Everest Bxpecdition.

The ennual memorial triv to the Keweka Cndr. wil

}

1 bs rur on the weex-end
ke leadcr.
421 past and present menters are partlcularly invited to come.

==000~~

No oue who hns read George's letter will be surprised to henr that he hus

congrtulate

both hin +nd ourselves. It is not givewn to many clubs to h=ve such 2 famous
Vine-Presgident. We wish him a successful climb and & safe roturn.

(Editor).

==000~~

WOTICE TO MEMBERS:  ANNU.L WEETI. .

The sotc abesnth Annual General Mecoting of the Club will be held in the Girl

Guide Rooms, Quesn St., on Thursday 9th October 1952, following the club meoting

whichk vill Legin at 8 pm. : :
bors are asked to make 2 point of belng present at the meeting; =nd also.to

a

i: nominations in good time.

--000--



