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SOCIAL IE'WS

Since we lsst went to print.sociel news hes been pouring in
at & great rete .

' . First of ell our strong, silént member BLUE MONAGHLN ennounced
his merrisge to HEATHER. MecDONALD, -

) D4 VE LYNCH followed up by tzking tlmc off chess to get
engaged “to NGAI?“ POUNS&ORJo _ ‘ . _

JUNE end BRUCE BAIRD produmcd 2 daugh%cr,‘Christine\by name .

DULCIE_YULE 2nd sL4N OULAGHAN ennounced their merriege o

Finelly, M4RY MOROTS“V and JOHN BREMNER be‘céme engeged

To 211 of these we cxtend our heslty congrntuletlons end
good wighes’ for the futurc . : -

¢ "ok 00

CLUB . ROOM “V;;TS

uyfll Devy EHtCthlD*d ue one evening Withﬂa'telk‘dn militery
life end tremping in New Celedonie .« 4n 1nviting renge runsg down. the
centre of the izlend, its highest peek just over 5,000 ft.5 but when
one hes gwestecd one's wey up the seid 5,000 ft., the rein forest is
so thick thet therec is no view, so, efter 11, why go to the top ?

%
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Dr. Bethgete geve us & lecfurc on New Zezlend's Ses birds .
This wse illustreted by coloured slides =znd wes moct informstive .
Neerly 211 migetory birde trevel North snd South . Most of ours go
to Siberie end hlascke » But one, just to be different, merely trips
ecrogs to Abustrslis for the winter, thereby esteblishing = name for
itself 28 the only bird thet migretes from Esst to Test .

Elizebeth Bennctt geve us & most interesting t2lk on London .
She wzs born there end lived there until she csme out to New Zeeslsnd
gquite recently, so shc wee sble to give us weny intriguing detsils
thet the eversge tresveller to 3Znglend would mise . apprecistion of
her telk wes shown in. the.wey.she wes bomberded with questiong
sfterwerds . T

Peyline Tycere recently held = competition.emong her rengers to
gseec who could meke the best tremping geer, teking into coneiderstion
lighteness, efficiency -snd economy « She geve us the results in & telk
one evening znd somec of her girlgs brought slong se empleg of their
sleeping bézs , etc, Whet they heve eccompliched wes &n eye-opener
to 211 of us end we sre very plessed to bé z2ble to publish ¢ few peges
further on en =srticlec by rfullne giving full instructions .

In view of the éoming Glub'tripq to the Chetezu, «Dr. Bethgste
wrote vp to the Ruespchu Ski Club to sece if we could borrow some of
their filmes « They recponded by sending down two very good ski-ing
films end one 5f Ruepehu in eruption « Our gincere thenks to
the R.S.C. =nd =183 to Mr. McNzir who brought slong his projector
and worked it for us . '
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. CLUB TRIPS
No. 351. _KIVI S4DDIE HUT - WOBRKING P4RTY 4pril 30 - Mey 1 1949.

Left Hestings et 7.15 z.ms. on 2 cold Saturdsy morning « After
pessing Sherenden # bresk in the clouds gesve ug 2 glimpse of the
Kewekag covered by e light sprinkle of snow » arrived et the Willows
¢t 9430 end efter = boil up ot Swemp Hut we left for Kiwi Hut with
precticelly empty pecks, but 1 cheet of irsn esch mede up for the
weidht we left behind + Helf-wsy up the shingle-glide fog settled
down on ue znd drigzzle begen to fell « » light lunch in thé firet
petch of beech rcstored our ecnergy « st 3.15 we hed resched the lest
of the beech snd decided to dump thc iron end return to Swemp Hut
erriving there-st 5. 30 « Pluenty of agood stew end then into the szck

Up egein et 5 s.me , cooking the.sdd gseusege etce 7430 zeme
sew ug rolling up enother sheet of iron esch . Bock up the shingle
glide end off to collect th~ iron thet we h-d dumped the desy before .
Two pieces nf iron esch were then shouldercd =nd the hut wes regched
2t 12. 30 . nfter hat soup end 2 rest we stumbléd out inmtn the mist et
2 peme & fest trip brought us beck to Swemp Hut et 4,20 + Left for
Hestings et spproximetcly S.30 =nd h=d & demp fo2ay trip over the -
Blowherd but fine th& Ics+ of tnr Wey o b6 VCTY. mucccssiul end worth-

whllp trip s . .

T . e Yalter : Steele
Numbery in Perty d - Jenet L13¢d9 sngue Rusecll, Welter Shem, t
Therkleson, Sten Woon, Ken Thomes, Des O‘Nc111 e Lezdecr:Jochn Mitchel.
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No, 352  KIUI SADDIE HUT. - WORKING FARTY = Mey 14-15th 1949,

After gathevlng up sbout 11 st the meeting the party was
_1ncreased by two members home from College, msking quite & gizeble
Cworking tesm o Left Hzstings sbout 7430 efter the truck went beck

to Hevelock to pick up bodice therec . We hed excellent views of the
renges which werec hcevily coszted in .snow, es we were to find out
leter o Aftcr #rrivel st Kuripeprnges end the ineviteble boil up, the
remeéining 11 picccs of timber wsrc shouldered end the prrty moved off.
After = long =nd tough. h~ul up the ghingle glide , which wes over
two fcct deep in gnow, we st down for lunch st the top of 4100
. From them on: the lesders of the -teem werec herd =t it, breeking

tr2il through #n everege depth of three feet of znow o It wes hard,
slow work ., 4s thc sfternoon word on it becsme obvious thst the
pcrty would not resch the hut by nightfell . "To #dd to the difficult-

" jee thick cloud crme over from the cest =nd cut visibility down to

ebout 30 - 40 ysrds . By this time the perty wse beginning to feel
tired 2nd cold co the timber weg gtecked et the end of the beech
forest for the night #nd the tecem pushed on for Kiwi » Arrived et the
hut 2t 2bout 6.30 to find the fireplsce full of: enow . 4811 the bunks
wet =nd firewood supplies down . However, we soon hed & cuppe mede
end the gtew on o Aftdr 2 mesl the outfit settled down for the night/
Thoge who were first up in the morning, =t ebout 6.45 , were trested
to &n excellent view of Rurpchu bethed in & pink glow from the

rising sun - reelly s sight worth getting up to sec « After breekfest
threec of the boys mcnt off heevily cled to. rutrlove the timber o
About halfwey up 4594 costg, jorscys , gloves cerves etc. were
teken off, for by thic timec thc sun wes msking itself felt « The
first threec were on their wesy beck when the sccond lot errived to
rescue morc timber . It wee found thet the best wey to trensport

the wood wes to dreg it by & piece of rope over the top of the enow.
411 the wood wee =t thce hut, which hed 13 inches of snow on the roof,
by 2bout mid-dey znd thc perty wee 000 pecked up =znd refreshed for
the return trip « &4t exectly 1.5 we were cuyrprisced to heer &n
eeroplenc over Kiwi Seddle » After flying bsck snd forth over the
Saddle about half & dozen times he weggled his wings and

dissppeered in the genersl direction of home .» It wes & perfect trip
out on Sundey znd certeinly e trip which vwill live for meny yeers

to come in the minds of those who tock pert « The Jjourney in on
Seturdsy took 7%.hours end out on Sundey tonk 4 hours .

No. in Perty 3 13. | ‘ | | -

Steele Therkleson, John Mitchel, Nofmen Blder, 4slen Ouleghen, Werk
EBlder, George Couper, Beiley Cerrndus, John Bremner, Wzlter Shesw ,
Muriel Shew, Betty Beckett, Dulcie Yule , Helen-Hill .

Lesder ¢ Steele "‘Therkleson o

Wo. 354, - . R4BBIT _ GULLY . ey 29th 1949.

48 rether dempish merth r hed prevalled OVcrnlght end the sky
still looked threstening, only helf the¢ perty turned out of their
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beds to psrticipate in &an ecw;y Sunday trip

We left Holt's about Se lO aems &nd collcoted three extrs on the
wgy « At Clifton, efter sn zttempt to get sround the cosst with very
high tides running, one uember getting rother wet whilst bettling with
slippery pepe rock end the wild weves, we returned to our sterting
"plece angd- ollmbed over the hille, trying to put toothy grins forwserd
28 & movie cemcre cnthusiest went to work onm us . (We hope to see
" thésge »t Clubd SOmetime plezse. ) :

~ .8 boil-up 2t the stresm =t the top of Rebbit Gully wnes enjoyed
by ell o Leter we méendercd slong gresey clopes sbove the Gully,
enjoying the werm sun »nd finc views . A £light diversion wes
"ceused by 2 few kids #nd Zosts, but they werc too cht for our perty.

: An e 28y welk =zround the cosst to Clliton, = boil-up there,
rnd by 4430 we were home, just besting the rein by ebout ten mlnutes.
A short dey end enjoysble country . :

o A spec1 21 thenks to Mr. Dunlop who doneted this free trip to
the Club .« Bat for the thrn'tgnlng weether I fedl sure we would heve

.. hed e full muster .

. Number ibip?rty 10, o Leceder: MoDoShEW .

354, KIWI_SADDLE HUT - WORKING P4RTY June 4-6th,
o T King's Birthdey Weck-end. S

. The King's Birthdsy wcck-cnd sew 2 HerstZunge Trezmping Club

working perty once £gein heesding for Kiwi Seddle in the Kewekas.
Thirtcen members mede the trip « On this occesion the perty climbed
to the top of the ridge by ¢ ncew route which h=d been prospected by
two Nepier members . 411 sgrecd thet es fer ¢s thé sgscent wes
concerned this treck wes well worth opéning up, but for the downwerd
treil the big shingle clide will slweys hold first plece .

The dobject of thig prrticulsr working party wee to roof the
melthoid hut et Kiwi Seéddle with sccond-hsnd corrugeted iron
gselveged from =n old building . The extre covering wes necded for
protection from hesvy fells of snow in the w1nter .

411 hends hed & busy time trying to sget the iron on eheed of
the bzd westher they could see greduslly closing down on them . The
du8k znd the drizzle on Sundey evening found Mr. Angus Rusgell, the
club's oldest member, hsmmering the leat neils in the ridging . The
work wesg completed o

+

Mondsy morning wss spent brzcing the tﬂll chlmney end doing
other odd jobs « The perty left in mist &t noon, erriving beck in
Hestings et 7430 p.m. There were geverel new members on the trip .

Number in Perty 13. Iesder , Lin Llcyd . ‘
Shirley Single, Jenet Lloyd, Lin Lloyd, #Angus Russell, Iecs Crisp

Peter Lowe Ph111 Finch, Stecle Therkleson, Stzn Woon, John
Mitchel, ué“rgc L%mc, Mcrve Hewken, Wsiter Snew .



No. 355, . KOKOPEKH__ CAVES ~ June 12th.

The morning weeg Vvery frésh whén we set off on ocur biecyele trip
to the .cezves, but greduslly cuperfluous clothes werc discerded g the
stmo spherc chenged « e errived et the end of our cycle ride &t
10 =.ms &nd boiled thce billy . Smoko over, %G decided to heed for the
‘higher spots end the ceves « On top the wind wee cold, so we took to
‘the sheltersd side .

Oncc &t the ceves, off with our pescks snd exploretion followed
immedistely o With torches out we cubmerzed diwn into the esrth to
gece whet wrg to be found « » fouw ~f us left our nemes on the wslls
end then we #£11 surfaced to enjoy lunch with much bentcr #nd excheng-
ing of food o Lunch sver, six of the perty went beck into the ceves
tosexplore the sccond brench « This necessitsted ¢ decgcent by rope
of ebout thirty fect « The perty then trevelled eslong for some
distence on terreced ledges « There was e stréem below end plenty of
glow worms eround, but no stelesctites « Les Crigp took over the
- lesdership of this pert of the trip ¢ he hed becsn down geversl times
before .

One cf the girls did nnt went to 20 dovwvn int2 the ceves, 8o
while the mein explorsticn wes in progrcesgs two of the perty €trolled
to the top »f the hisghest knnll end haed & lovely view o0f Kehureneki o
Merzetoters 2nd Hectings o« They srrived bsck =t thce mouth of the
ceves to find the reet just coiling up the rope .

inother perty of cleven srrived rg we were 2bout to lesve for
¢ stroll to sesc if we could find anything clec 'of interest .

Beck 2t cur bikes =grfin we hed snother boil-up before heeding
for home « On the wey home Yelter Shew end his most welcome cer
relicved membere of their pecks end left them a#t the Hevelock Taxis o
The ride back wss int: the wind =211 thce wey which geve us quite e
bit of welking uphlll o We arrived beek.in Heetings sfter derk st

6 pems

Number in Perty 8. = - lesder,Bill Wilkic .

Shirley Single, Doris Torbett, Eleinc Crosse, Les Crisp,
SteclegTherklesvn, John Mitchel, Merve Hswkcn, Bill Wilkie .
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356 HAVKESTONE - TE KOVHAL June 26th.

A prrty of 23 including 11 Kiwig left Hegtings 7 ce.me Sundcy,
26th Juno e It wzs & co0ol morning w1th promise of & bright dey .

An ez rly boil-up wee hﬂd et tho 81tc aof the 21d homestezd ,

"we then heeded through treecs, gcrub £#nd lster menuke of the very
dense veriety end by 2 o'clock & rether bettered end bleeding perty
werc nibbling sendwiches etecs on the summit »f Don Juen ., Blisters
were sttended Ao, esmérss clicked, sfter which we wended our wsy beck
e short distence on our previsus trazck, then dropped steeply,pushing




Ce

of rerching No Men'z in the derk (or of pitching tcent in the snowy
tusgack) mede for-g stesdy pecc’, the -time between the hute being
1.15 to 4.30 . Thirtecn fitted snuegly-int- the seversl bunks znd
floor sprce o -, .. - SR SIS

. - Wednesdey wes =gein werm cnd clesr o & plezsent dey wee spent
elong the top without pecks . The view to the Best reesched from the
Mehie to Kidneppers including Nepier end H=stings under fog until
epprogching middey « To the Yeet, Eguont stond ocut clesrly but the
other velecesnoes were in cloud down to the snow-1line « Threce of the
perty rcconnoitred the beginning of Herrick's in-preperstion for
.Bext. dey : L : '

In spite of g20od intenti~-ne, brezkfrsat £nd pecking lsgted till
10 #ems on Thursdey . The deccent of the spur wes begun et 11 =.m.
Gond visibility mede the gfing essy #nd enjoysble , but everybndy
weg Ppleemed to resch the hut et the foot by 2 Deme With lightened
- loeds the treck nut to the Stetion wes # picnic » Therc were signe of
meny more rebbits « 4n enthusiesstic perty climbed.sut.of the streem
tno wetch the mist coming over the tops, to heve & leisurely cup of
- coffec while sweiting the truck snd to recrsl1l the highlights of =&

very pleesent excursion . : :

.~ Leeder ;. Sten Creven . ' - Mumber in Perty & 13 o
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SIEBEFPING BAGS
(By courtesy of the Rangers

Materisls Reguired - 8 yds 36" msterisl
or 10 " - 27" msterisl
or 5 " 55" lgterisl
24-3 1beg festhers or Down .

Types & Cost of Meterisl = _
) ' Down Proof Setin 36% - 7/11 yd.

Bleck Itelispn Cloth 27" , 5/6 yd.
Blzck Itsliszp Cloth 54% , 10/6d.

If Itelizn Cloth iswed , this muct be mede "Down-Proof". FPlece
the meteriel, wrong side up, on & teble #nd rub soEp {guniight is bvest)
. ell over it 3 then with the fingere work the soep well into the meter-
j=z1 go thet the ems1ll holecg in the weeve src completsly blocked up .
This is = long job, but donc csrefully gives # good result . Csndle.
gresse cen be used insteced of gosp, but this must be ironed into the
meterisl with = werm iron, instesd of rubbing with the fingers . This
method is quicker but not so gstisfsctory =g the wex ig inclined to
..ersck #nd g0 leesve & weskness . :

To meke the beg: EBech 8ide of the bsg ie mede gepesrstely 2nd then
Soinecd together . Cut four lengths of meteriel the size required ,
_ie.Ce your own height plus 6 incheés . Stitch two pieces together,
“soeped side inwerds .. Mschine round the top, onc:side end the bottom,
lesving onc completc side open for stuffing . Now mechine (double row
of stitching) thc beg from side to side, prrellel to top end bottom
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Pt intcrvels of 6" to 8" , co meking severel pockets, the width of
the brg by 8" (sce disgrem - '

A 71 T TT T T
1 i P ' )
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I | ! | } ’ I i \ '
] | | \ I . q i ' , |
! b I : ! ! '
open side

Now fill e#ch pockct with down to = depth of 8" , run s tecking
threed the lcngth of the brg to keep this stuffing in plece, fill the
next 8" =nd tsck , 20 on till the beg ie full ., Yow meching

(double stitchings elong tecking threeds . Meko the other side the
geme wey o Join thc sides together, lesving sbout 18" opening et the
top for zip or tics . Totrl weight of beg 4-434 1bs.

Weterproof cover.

Metcriele reguircd. 2% yerds 547"
or 5 n 27
or 4 " 36"

ck Itelirn Cloth .

Meteriele reguired for weterprocfing..

1 bottle double boiled linceecd oil. (boiled will do if
double boilcd is uynobteinzble, but it tekes lomger to dry)

- Smell tin Gold Size . ‘ ’

Smell peint brush.

‘Mix the oil end gold size wcll-end psint onto the meterisl ; turn

the cloth over znd print thc other sidc or rub with the hends, meking
sure thet 11 of thc thrcsds erc thorousghly sosfkcd with the mixture .
Heng in. e cool siry shedy plzce for zbout 3 wecks, turning every

dey « On no cccount wust thce meterisl be put in the sun or rolled

up , &8 the mixturc gcnerstcs ¢ terrific hest #nd cen cetch fire.

te for 2 yeers end hee the
mell when dry .

mn

This type of wrterprosfing les
sdventzge of heving precticelly no s

wm

Other typeg of wetcrornfing me be bought from

- Herdwerc shops but msny tend to rot t

o et
[ ENe]

H
8
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Meke up the beg by stitching round the tws lengths =snd bottom o
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Eithcr put ¢ drew-thresd throush the top or shepe it so thet it
pulls in clnee tn the neck » It ig = go>d ides %5 2dd 2 smell

2' squrre piece nf weterproofed mztcrisl t> the undernceth of the
covery, to kecp hesd etcs 2ff ground .

P Tycrs,

C# o0

MAO0RI CURIOQOS FROM RANGAIIKA

In the ersrly deys Rengesiike wes z whreling stetion snd =lgo ¢
Meori Pz « The remsins of the windlese, which wes uszed for pulling
up the wheles, mry be sccn sticking up out of th“ prepe £t this
moment, if eny one cerce t9 trke 2 welk over the hills , It sppesrs
the Meoris werc Surprised snd slrfughtercd, bccesusc gome »f the
crticles I heve found hseve been pertly finiched o In my collection,
which is not very lfrac, I nesve = grecngtonc zdzc, e gsinker, fish
spcer, 2 perte of heir ornements, = bone needle, fish hosks, two
sherk's tecth, +n eliptics1l stone, bone thst hee becn pertly worked,
bones of humen beings, scrle, whele,the Msori dog, t=tooing
inmstruments, fogsiliscd shellfish 5nd shcllsg of verisus specics o

DeGe Willieme
o o0 0 O

i e e cm— . et

REPORT OF THE 13TH AN}UA MEETING QF TEER EEDJRATED MOUNTAIN CLUBS.

¥or the first time the snnuesl mecting wees held in the South
Iglend #nd weg well ettended not only by South Islsnd.but North
Iglsnd delegstes o It ig proprecd thet in future msetinge will be
held sltcrnstely in Wellingt-n =nd Christchurch . :

Onz ~f the problems ~f r federstion is to secure -# belanced
représcntetion of the intcrests supporting it « The incoming
cxccutive i¢ equslly brlenccd botween climbing, skiing snd tramping
interests but 7= regerds tcrritoriel distribution, the South Islend
ig etill reletively under-représented » On =n exccutive of 16
4 mey be considered 3 rcpresenting the South Islend, 6 Wellington
end Tereneki, sucklsnd snd North Islend country oiﬂtricts 2 e€sch,
et lesst one reprcsentetive of esch outlying district , however, being
regident in Wellington, end thue giving = ctrﬂna centrel executive .

Representstives of the C.l.C. sttended the mecting 25 observers.
The ectivities of the F.M.C. this yesr heve been considereble znd
heve produced cffective rcsults, sc thest the mec ting insteed of
discussing future sctivities end policy wes m=sinly occupied ib
receiving snd spproving reporte 9f the executivee ectivities .

Thesec compriced scerch crgznizetion, ssfety messures end
netionel perk metters

The sttitudc of the suthoritics towsrds sezrch orgenizetion
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eg rltercd dismetricslly'se e.result of the Ruepchu #nd Howletts
eir creshes end the “/eikense cregh hsg sdded uraunuy to their
deliberstiong . #ll the reporte »f the verisus brdies concerned rre
nat yet cumplct'1 but the gencrel terme of their proposs=ls ere clesr
snd therc is little Jdoubt thst thuy will be zpproved The complete
gcheme should be published shortly esnd it chould meet 211 the
recommendetions of the repsrt Hf the Howlett's seerch o écceordingly
in putting formerd the H.T.Co motion I confined myself to cutlining
~the situsztion =t the timc the resolution wes drefted end efter the
mecting hed hesrd the rcports of the Presilent FM.Ce £nd Chief Guide
TeToCo I-withdrew the m>tion =nd substituted one epproving of the
propised gee, sir rescue sct up snd ~of the ection 7f the F.M.Cs
executive o I”sleo'with rew the secobd H.T.C. moticn sbout Ruehine
mep in consequence 2f ¢ meceting with the Surveynr Genérel on my Wy
through Wellington where it wez decided t2 trensfer Rushine dets to
Heed Office end prrcced with £ simplified blsck =nd whitec mep of the
Ruchines « h - ’ o

. The third editisn” ~f Ssfcty in the Mounteine will be iesued to
clubs in the next few wecks o With & grent ~f some £300 from the
Depertment of Intcocrnel sffsirs thig heg bcen considersbly enlerged end
improved from thc cerlier e itions snd 10,000 copies sre being - .
printed « No progresg heo besy mede with the projected sslfety film .
The ssfety broedceste weore generslly : spproved but no ieflnltu qctlon
weg proposed for the coming yes aT o

The control of netionel perke wes ditcussed et some length' .
4t present there is no set rgmﬂlzetl“n, but the tendency is for the
Lends Dep»rtment or locel bﬂdlc to be in control whosé mein concern
ig finsncc . Inc@mc veries Irom KZOO to £5000 per snnum e

The cbjeet ~f the F.leCe policy is to secure @ unifsrm policy
for the control =f ;crks;mhioh should put preservetion before
recreetion, but £t the seme time to sccure ?dfqz'te repregentetion
of the usecrs of ps rkg on the onrtr;l bwrrd .

o centrel orgenizetion with stetutory ruthnrlty shnuld ley down
policy snd =#lloucete finsnce, leeving the ind IVIGUrl bosrds to
edminigter théir FrCﬁn‘q

Incorpiretion of the Fel.Ce wes brought forwerd by the Ski '™
Council ¢6 whom it is & mettcy of concern 28 their operstions incur
considérsble respongibilitics o It wes egrecd thet it would be
difficult tn ingist on #11 clubs incorporeting ee o préliminsry to
incorporeting the E‘.'m.C., but thet the Ski Cruncil would be in &
better preition to sccure the incorporstinon of 211 Ski Clubs + -
Generslly the F.M.C's resporieibilities sre mot of & nsture thet
mekes incorporetion CSSGUthl . .

© Thé forsngi -5.C. 2nd ‘clllnwtwn h”S”Clrtlﬁn 3f Mwunteln Clubs
brought up the unsestisfectory conditiong st hut gccommodetion st the
Cheteeu » The use of & common room hes becn lost, wcooking fecilities
end hot weter supplieg er¢ insdequete snd the huts sre not kept cleen,
the cherge hes becn reised Trom 3/-to 5/- & night « It wes esgreed
thet-the totel lcv ~from clubs to F.M.C. remein uneltered far though

the sefety b)akl s now_finenced the incrceged ectivit o the
e?ecatlvn hee Sc %r zvelling sllowences quite gDPSCQUG g N.L.Elder.
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THE VBGETATION OF HAVKE'S BAY.

O g i i1 iy

S (- The follbwing is the substsnce of s telk by Norm Eldef;
originslly brosdcast by Stetion 2YZ znd reproduced here by courtesy
of the Nétionel Brosdcssting Service .

I cen remember eg & child the greve tODu of voice in which my
elders spoke of the 40 Mile Bush . I did not reslice when I peid my
first vieit to Dennevirke - tnet wsg 45 yesrs zgo - thet the cherred
stumps , the rudty boilers end the chopping competitions represented
&1l thet I wss going to ssc of thet huge end lcgendery forest « Whet
I want to do is to try cnd ‘reconstruct for you somethlng of this
Héwke's Bay that you snd I hsve never geen - Hsuke's Bay before the
bush end the fern gnd the swemps were broken in .

At any rete the cetting hsen't chenged - we still have the
grest sweep of mountsine giong the western skyline , the jumbled
coegtel hills. end the Lroegd pleins betwecn »

Ferhape when you have been born 20d brought up here thege can
be taken for grented - it isg essier, perhsps,for comeone who hae come
1nto the province from outgide to see it v1th new eyes, and eegier to
imegine whet it onmce must heve been like » You sece, £ newcomcr hes
gomething in common with the csrlicr cxplorers mho were slso geeing
this for the first¢ liwme, owuu in their deaC“lpthUS he gets vivid
glimpses of the chsugse thet heve teken plece .

Cook, lying oif-shore in the "Eudesvour" comevwhere nesr the
Penie Reef end noticing the tell pines stending up like the mssts of
ships from the swemps behind the beech . Cook £gsin, gomewhere down
by Pourerc, remerking on the scsrcity of timber znd the likencge of
the coesagt to the Englich downs . Thie ig interesting evidence , by
the wey, thet they were in gresss like th> Suezex Doving of the South
Cosst, for Cook wes & Yorkshiremen, end fern or menuke would surely
hsve reminded him of ths hesther-covered cneetel monrs of Gothlend
in hig own Nerth Country .

Colenso gives ug mogt of theee eavly.glimpses » The thickets of
reupo znd toetoe &t Weitengi, the dripping tell tusscck of Ruzteniwhs,
with its fierce wild bozrs, end the dun colour of the pleine ss you
look beck towerds Kidneppers Ifrom the crest »f the Rushines o :

Then there ere the cerly trsvellere vho ceme through the
Menewstu Gorge by cence =nd, &fter lcnding =t the Oringi clesring,
plunged into the 40 Mile Bush, to come out Wlth relicf on to the
Tekepeu Pleins on their wey to Ahuriri .

From these esrly eccounts you gZet somé ides of whet Havke's
Bey wes originslly like, snd by the pstient unrevelling of the clues
thet cen still be found it is poseible tu reconstruct , feiily ‘
sccuretely, the netive plent covering °f most of the province. .. .Thie
might seem 1mpv551b1en aet of the country is so chenged by o
gettlement thet et firet cight you would sey thet only the oriazinel
settlers could heve given yn"'thb true story, end thet when they hed
gone the memory of the nest had gone ton - for they were too busy
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meking the chenges to sit down 2nd meke notes o, Lecking thcge it ie
gtill possible to find sut by petient end ceutious detective work,

- fer moré then you would expect - perheps en odd gully or & pstch of
- 'scrubb up. e cliff where stock :czn't get st it, or come 51d logs nn =&
- Kumeroe hilleside thet might be wvsecful for fencing timber - even en
unexpected fern growing under & bridge .« For plents ere choicy snd
- live in definite communities, go thet when you see one you cen
sgfely essume, very often, & good wmeny wmorc, snd it is not s&s
ridiculoug 2g 1t gnunds to reconstruct z forcst from = fern - Guthrie
8mith uses just this cvidence g8 pert of hig proof thst forest hed
covered the centre of Tutire before the coming of the pakehs .

In fact the one outstending job of this kind is Guthrie Smith's
gstory of Tutire - the history of s sheep ststion gnd a reconstruction
of its originel stete even before the coming of the fern . The
reputetion of this book extends beyond Hewke's Bey end, for thet
maetter, beyond New Zeslznd . A )

- I should like to sey for myself £t this point how much I owe
to Frenk Hutchinson of Rissington, whosc intcrest in the back country
end knowledge of the odd corners where evidence of the pesst still
lingered, wes inexhesustilbk . I owe something, too, to E.,W.Andrewe,
whosec teeching of geogrsphy mede the pettern of the province come
elive - and thst wes neerly 40 yeers 2go, before the "New Educetion"
hed become feshioneble , o

To give you the pettern of the vegetstion of the province the
beat thing I cen do is to tske # line ecross Centrel Hewke's Bsy from
the top of the Rushines to thé cosgt end then work from thie to show
how the pattern chsnges eg you g2 south - or merth - from this line .

You cen divide Centrel Hewke's Bsy into five msin belte - two
on the rengeg, two on the plsine snd the fifth on the cosstel hills .
Theese depend ecither on tempersture or upon reinfsll « In the rsnges
8g you g0 higher it gets colder, till ¢t sbout 4,500 fect you gre,
go to speek , in the lestitude of Cepe Horn, end you get the seme
wind=-blown, snow-bettered beech forest with i1ts gnerled brenches
end dense ro>f of emell dark lesveg . S :

Above thisg it is too blesk for trees, &nd "gnow tussock gives
the higher ridges their cherecteristic.tewny colour, &lthough
gctuelly much of the ground is open, like =& greet scsttered rock
gerden with meny e€lpine plents, some beeutiful, s me rere end meny
gtrenge

Thesge two mountein belts, though more effected by deer, wild
sheep or goets then it ig eesy to reslise, heve still kept most of
their originel cherescter unchenged » The demege ig pertly due to
thé low temperstures snd short growing sce®on which mezpn thet high
country plents teske £ long time to recover from grezing , but -
perheps the wasy the hooves of the grezing znimsle strip the top eoil
from stecp slopee is even more seriosug in the long run » 1In the
mountein velleye of most Hewke's Bey rivers you will find erces where
bere rock 2nd shingle chutes show yellow under the surviving trees
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and every vigit showe fresh glips end rock fslls piling into the
gtresms . : ' : S

- By the time you ere down to 2,000 feet the conditions ere mild

_enough for mixed forest, end in Centrsl Hewke's Bey & bslt of rimu ,
metei &nd msire ren ezlcng the foot of the Rushines from the 40 Mile
Bush to Kereru - hence ite slternstive nsme "the 70 Mile Bush" . Thie
forest hes Zone, but you csn still trsce it in the belt of totzras thsh
. has gprung up on the edge of the plsin from Ashley-Clinton to . . )
Tikokino -« The neme "Forest Gste® marks its former boundsry and you
cen still see & gplendid remnsnt of it =21 the Gwsvegs Bush S

stes i As you get elser of thie rengee the r:infs1ll drops still lower
in their reinghedow = below 40 inches « ‘Now 40 inches is ebout the
limit for forest, co thet the Rustsniwhe Plrine were formerly in
tuesock, snd the low hills towerdgs Lrgyle in fern #nd light bush .. .

Begt of Weipukurzu you resch the cosetzl hills, end &s you
rpprosch the sesz thcere ig lese risgk of frost or drought elthough the
totel reinfsll does become more pstchy o ¥rom Ceptsin Cook's eccount
there eppesrs to heve been greselend, but therc wes s1lso & good desl
of fern end patchces of coesgtsl forest of titoki, ngeio, kerske and
kowhei . There is one intcresting 2r-& of ‘unusuelly heevy reinfell -
‘sbout B0 inches - on thc Tc Arstipi-pleteesu behind Yeimersms . These
ere the conditiong for tewe forcst - snd here ig en islend of dense
tewe forest with rimu end metei , gome 40 mileg from the nesrest belt
of the geme kind . Thig is 7z remsrksble cxemple of how in the course
of time £ locslity will be found to heve collectcd the plente guiteble
to it, by whstever chsnceg they ceme . CLonE

Thet is the pettcrn for Centrel Heuke's Bzy , end the pstterns
north snd south src modificstionsg of it « 45 you o south the renges
. drop ewey end ellow the wcet westerly winds to sweep through the
Menawetu Gorge elmost to the cosst « Here wes the 40 Mile Busi o
stretching right ccross the plesing, 2nd from the frzomentsz thet remein
it wes & wet forest of rete, tews snd nikeu like thc forests of the
west coset « Bven in the renges thz forcst ie different, for the .
beech stops before you gét oppoeite Noresewood 2nd ite plesce is teken
by dense lestherwosod ccrub , which ceven deer refuvee to penetrete o
Chenges in tempersturs =nd reinfell -will ndt sccount for-this, ¢o you
have to find enother resson « This turne sut tn be leck of suniight,
for beech will not thrive withrout & certsin smount’ of light, end- -
cloud on the renges incrésseg sbout three times south of Apiti.seddle.

"Now for the other end of Hewke's Bey o As ycu go north from
Wsipukureu the cohditiong chenge sgein o You spprosch the belt of
low reinfell which runs ecross. the North Ielend opposite Nepier, znd
the sres of porous pumice sgaile «  Towsrds the northern end of the-
Rychines £11 lestherwn-d scrub stops end the becch forest becomes -
petchy with stretches of tussock between . - In the drys »f ferm crusi-
ing this tuseock wes Arezed by merinos , snd Te Kosu, the Blowherd
spd the Ksuekee 2s they et=nd st the prescent dsy ere the resulté of
“burning end grezing . The pumice topgoil-hes lzrgely gloughed off .
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and the tussock either been destroyed. or‘replaced by menuka . On the
Kawekas the effect has been devastating v Whole mountain sides have
begome bare fasces of rock snd shingle, feeding into the Ngeruroro,
Tuteckuri snd Mohesks Rivers, cs we knoW, end shell heve further '
reegon to know . Menukszs is the mein sefeguerd here, end 2 blight
thet would reslly ecxtermminstc menuke is & grim thought -

‘ “A8 you come out from the renges therec wss = discontinuous belt
of "rimu, metei end meire forest » The Puketitiri Bush once covered
10,000 ecree , and thoecc who weréd Tortunsete enousgh to hsve gseen Bell's
Clestring before civilizetion sgtruck it will h=sve en unforgetteble
picture of whet this bush wmust have becn like » It wes hgrd to ‘
reelize the scele, for the cleéring dwerfed " the trees end the trees
dwerfed the clesring . The tell trunke stznding close together formed
& wall round it, supporting e close roof of folisge, perheps 120 fest
gbove the ground, with the pointed topu 6f kshiketea rising even
higher .-

s Neer Te Pohue therec were othcr petches of heevy bush, snd north
of this you cemc to forests of the U*cwcrf with their hlvher relnfgll,

A8 you went down towerds the Hereteungs Plein you ceme to
fern country which stretched north zs fer g Tutirs (where it hed not
long. repleaced forest) .. North of the Mohieks tews forest ceme in
to close the gep between the rehges =nd the cosst .

The coestel forest, too, chenged with the sddition of nikeu snd
k@hekohe, with their trop¢cc1 fOllﬂn N

2

I confess I do not know wuch - bout whet may be cezlled the "Pen-
hendle® of Hezwke's Bsy - the nzrrow strip eof cosst from Weiroe to the
Mehiz , but 2long this northern boundsry new trees beginm to come
in- Inlend towerds Msungetenivhs, there is tesnekshe end ixerbe with
ite showy flowers snd puriri is rcported sz ite southern limit, on
the lzhie .

N.L. ELDER.,
. oe 'l * e Lo
NEW EVBERS

At & Committec” Ncetlnh held on June‘%hd the - fellowinz members
were elected RIS -

Shirley Slngles Bﬁrberz H111 Helcn Hlll (s beentee) Des O'Neil,
Les Crisp, Ken Thmes, Strn ”ﬁ*n, FPhilip Finch .

e Welcome them to the olyb end-wich them gnod tremping e




Dete

tusust 7th (dzy)
 hugust 10th - 20th
~ugust 13th - 14th

bugust 21st
LSépt.,3rd - 4th

Sept. 18th

Octe 18t - 2nd

Oct. 16th

16.

FIXTURE _ LIST

Flage

————

-Kohineregkau

CH4TE AU SKIING

CHATEAU VEEKEND

SILVER PEsKS -
504D

HERRICGK'S SPUR - NO-M&NS &
RUALLINE HUTS

BLACKBLRCH RANGE_FROM YHITTLES
& THENCE TO DONALD - MEACAHU
RIVERS S4DDLE -

KIWI HUT TO KA7BKA HUT ot
VICE-VERSH

TUKI TUKI RIVER - FROM FED
TRIDGE 70 BLAGK BRIDGE

FRO BELSTHORPE

- Norm. Elder

Oct. 22nd, 23rd, 24th
(Lebour Dey Weekend) - ( TWO PROPOS4IS )

TAIK MMiKA TO HOVIETT'S HUT (RULHINE)
or :
PUKETITIRI VI. TRIG J TO K4VEKs HUT

MsUNGsHARARUS FROM OHURAKURA

TI1L (TAUPO ROAD)

Nove. 12th

Nove 26th - 27th HolPaT IKI BEACH - CAMPING

Decs 1lth MsTARAU_TO OCE4N BE4CH

CHRISTM&#S - NEW YEB4R TRIP - 10 - 14 desys

Devid Bethgate

- SPENSERS MOUNTAINS -
LAKE ROTOITI - TRHVERSZ - MOLESTORTH LEWIS PASS ROAD

*.L@&der,

Bill Wilkie

Shiriey
Single.

John Mitchel

Steele
Therkleson

Sten Woon.

George Lowe

Muriel Shew

George Couper
& Betty Beckett

Muriel Shaw-




