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SOCIAL NEWS g

- ENGAGEMENT . Betty Beckett to George Couper . The Club extends
its heartiest congratulations to these two very popular members , We
hope thet househunting end its attendznt difficultiez won't interfere
with the reslly serious business of tremping .

o ]

FRANK SIMPSON. 4fter lendlng in no fewer then 40 dlfferent countrleq
during the lsst severesl yesrs, Frenk suddenly 5ppeered in New Zeaslsnd
for a few monthsg' well- earned leave » He called in at Hawke's Bay on |
his way to the South Igslsnd « We were sorry hie vigit did not '
coincide with & club meeting , o that we could hear first hand gsome
of his experiences in air transport . . S . «

~ SEALY WOOD hes returned to New Zezlend end hes accepted & pos”itibnking
the Aucklend” Public Hospitel + We wish .him every success in his workd

NORA FINN Talking of hospitesls, Huck errived in Hastlngs for Easter
end ceme along to & club meeting. She ldoked very fit znd seems to be
enjoying her mork in the Chtistchurch Public Hospitzl . :

MOLLY YOUNG. Molly, ore of our best prnmpers, wasg Suddenly moved to
Opunake at the end of the year . We miss her bright smile . Ve
hope she is getting plenty of cllmblnp on Egmont . . '

RsY CUSTANCE, HUGO McK4Y, JOHN BREMNER and BAILEY CARRODUS ell .
deperted &s,goon es University opcn@d, Ray to Ce nterbury, the others
t0o Velllngton. We were very sorry to lose them . We wish them good
luck in their verious cereers end good trazmping with other clubs .

W ol oo e o U L b, T SR M o o
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This annual exodue of male talent is &8 big stmin on the

: tramping power of a club so small s ours .

JMAS PARTY

With & little organigation on the part of the Sociel Committee
our Annual Xmes Perty, which took the form of a dence, was held on
December 16th « Once agsin the rendez-vour wss St. Barmsbeg' Hell.
Those hearty trempers who enjoy tripping the light fentestic ceme and
made merry « The usval Xmes decoretiong were to be seen sdorning the
rafters and the verious pillers thet erc dotted sbout the floor space-
those lovely pillars thet mske dsncing such & plessure . Refreghments
were provided during the evening and once sgsin there seemed Lo be-
oodles of food left over § but thanks to the ingenuvity of our Club
Ceptein, psrcels of food were suctioned end & few gsuckers were landed
with the odd ceke &nd bun which we hope ceme in hendy for the next
dey's morning tes . "4 ususl, the psrty broke up in rather s noisy
feshion , the more juveénile members amusing themselvesg by wrecking sl1
the decoretions and burctlng all the belloons .

CLUB ROQM BVENTS

Archie Toop brought his movie films along one evening and showed
us some very good pictures . Some were of club trips in pre-war days .
Prominent in these were gome of the boys whose names are now cn the
cairn o

~Norman Elder gave us an asddress on the Keimanawas , illustreted

by lentern slides . This mountein renge seems sirenge end veriseble ip
cherecter » Bush grows on the tops where you would expect tugsock end

tussock grows inm the velleys where you would normelly look for bush .
Then again, river systems blocked by pumice in & fit of pique have
changed the whole direction of their course, so thet if you attempt- to
follow down & ridge your way is beset by deep revines get st right.
anglea. to your path . Colenso crossed the Quahlneh, but alwa;: went
round the Kaimenawas o Why ? . .

The Rev. F.H., Robertson gave us aAvery interesting tell on

White Islend « He was z member of the expedition thset went there to

study gypsum and teke & census of the gennst populetion . His
description of clouds of scid fumee &and subterrsneen hisses and groens
mede us very glad we hed not been there ourselves . The photo srephs
he pessed round confirmed us in our opinion . .

Georae Lowe gsve us & telk one .evening on hie climbe in the Mt.
Codk 2ree ot Xmes « In hisg effort not to bore us w1th technicel
m?untalneering deteils he mede s trsvcrﬂe of Cook sound as simple &g &
gtroll down Heretsunge Street « It wasn't till we begen toregk:
questions et the end . thet & hint of odd dlfflcultlec began to creep in
with mention of cornices, cramponsg end ice- govered rock . However, he
tells the story hlmaelf in e aeparate artlcle in this numbﬂr .

_ | Angus Russell entertalned us W1th Er&phlc eccount of
Ngeuruhoe in éruption . This telk elso is covered by an article
e few pagec further on .
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_ Another club evening we were confronted ag we arrived with a
box containing. nunbers . . We were expected to choose one of these .
A rymour, that it was for supper duty made us rather wary, but in the
ehd it transpired thst those with certein numbers hsd to give e
five minute telk on their first tremp . This proved & very populer
form of enterteinment . ‘ CL

CLUB TRIES

NO':343' - . S . December 12th,.

3 The ' gcheduled week-end trip to Double Crossing was rather too
.sftrenvous & prospect for thoge who hed been teking psrt in the -
Rushine geerch so , deciding on & lazy dey, itwo carloads left for e
picnic trip to Horseshoe Bend « The deay wse warm end in between
awims we just sat eround end listened encouresgingly while the boys
gave us some of the uynpublished incidents of the sesrch .

Number in Perty s 9 ' Lesder - Anybody .

. e 00

No. 344, HORSESHOE__EEND Jenuery 23rd .

: This trip wses down on the fixture list &s Horseshos Bend end
281t ig the best swimming hole ‘in the district , no-one hsd eny object~
ions to going there agein so soom after the lagt trip . Five membérs
and two vigitors 1&ft Holt's on bicyclez ebout 9 #.m. &nd arrived et
the river at 11.30 « It was & very hot ride indeed g0 & swim was
voted for by sil . Then lunch took about &n hour « It was fer too
hot for eanything s strenuous &g tramping . After much debsting we
decided to go upstreem, find 2 log end float down, eg the Tukituki
is & Parsdise for this eort of sport . Proceeding upsetream for sbout
three guarters of a mile over very uncomfortable stones, we found &
guitseble log which we launched on its csreer downstreem , diving off,
it whenever we could « At one stege e sneg interrupted our course
but this vwes -gsoon remedied snd the rest of the journey wes completed .
without further mighep . The remsinder of the dey wes spent esting
end lying in the sun with intermittent swims . & very pleesent trlp.

o

Number in Perty s 7 ' ‘; n Lesder g Dnr;s Torbett .

Do 345, CLUB PICNIC - POURERE EEACH Feb. 5th-bth.

On reachlng the coegt we found the tldm.well in, so we left
the truck on firm ground end tramped the odd mile elong the beach to
the cemp site « By the time we had had lunch end & swim end erected’
g few tents, the tide was well on its way out, revesling & long reef
of rocke with pools conteining starfish, hermit crabs end other
biologicel gpecimens « We played around emong them till hunger
drove us back to stew and vegetables .« On: the Sunday some strolled




4.

round to Aremosne end Black Hesd &nd some just swem end sun-beathed
till it was time to go home . Pourere is fifty odd miles from
Hegtings, but it is the best beech we heve visited in Hewke's Bay ..
More trlps there next gummer, plesge . : .

Number in Perty; 25 Leeder : Lin. Lloy& .

No. 346. L4KE OPUAHI Februery 20th

: A perty of seventeen deperted from Holts &t seven forty-five
“Sundey morning bound for Opushi znd with the intention of meking s
further trip to the Mengeharurus. 48 we drew nesrer our destinetion,
gso did the wind increzsgse in strength until by the timeé we re=ched the
leke it wes plowing gele force, obscuring the Tsrezponui Ridge in
cloud :

& good brew of tées restored the morsle of the party but it wee
decided in view of the unfesvoursble.conditions to spend the day
waendering round the Leke . Some of the perty waelked up to Heeyes &t
the top of the ridge , which commended & view of the Mohsks bagin - )
end the bueh country beyond « In spite of the high wind the weter in
the lske wes werm, or ¢35 seid the bsthers . Hsving hed another boil-up
ell cllmbed into the truck end arrived back 1n Hcatlngc just ofter

dark " . . . ' ’ . _ ;
Number in Perty's 17 Leeder ¢ D, Bathgste .

e e

Ko, 347 .~ KIWI_HUT WORKING P4RTY  Msrch 5-6th -

_The truck 1éft Holt's piled high with sheets of iron, 3.x 2's
and trampers . We unloaded st the willows and carried all material
to Swemp House where we had @ boil up before setting out burdened Wlth
some of the iron end the ndils . &4t the bottom of the shingle slide -
we decided to go straight up the Scree resther then psss the iron from
hand to hend through the scrub &t the side « It certsinly wes ¢ :
gpeedier method; but the dey wss very hot end the scree was very soft .
&g we dragged one foot after snother up the slope the most welcome
gound we had ever hesrd wes the clang of the sheet iron on ghingle
egs the oneg in front threw down their losds and snnounced & spell .
It wsg & slow trip, but we got there and, whet's’ more, We got cur iron
end neils there » The following dsy two of the boys went up to the
cegirn , the mein perty went round the tope to Keweke Hut, whlle two
elected to return streight to the rozd from Kiwli . .o -

Number in Perty 3 13” o - o

George Lowe, George Couper, George Hay, Devid Bsthgete,
Kim Bsthgeste, Steel Therkleson, Dorothy Hey, Betty Beckett, Urcula
Greenwood, Jesnet Lloyd znd three High School Boys .

Ieeder § George Iowe .
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No. 348 BLOWHARD BUSH - DONALD RIVER March 20th.

x

The lorry left Holts &t 7.30 aem. with & mixed party on bosrd .
" Several strays were picked up along the rosd, together with a party
~of scouts who had been spending the night at théir Den , Altogether
" there were 27 on the trip . The day wss good but the rozd wss bad
producing the ususl crop of gick end suffering travellers .

The Fluyted Rocxé were reached &t 9.45 where the party debussed
with the exception of two of the meles who in & sudden fit of energy
decided to go on to the Lekes snd clesr the treck - et lezst thst

weas the gtory .

The mein body then proceeded to treverse the Blowhsrd Bush.

. Thig is bugh well worth seeing, growing as it does in , eround znd
over greet blocks of limestone . There ere some psrticulerly good
Metei trees in this bush . Unfortunstely gsme and stock hes free
eccess to it eand severel trees which hed been berked by wild pige
were noticed o An old degerted cemp once used by post cutters
wes found in the middle of the bush . The trsck to thé Blowhsrd
Where was then followed &g far 2g the Seddle when & detour wss made
to the left 2long the rim nf the egcerpment , down the fzce of which
the perty thresded its way to the junction of the fence lines . Here
the billies were boiled end food wes gwensumed in qusntities verying
with the needs or whims of the individuel . Two more individugls -
femsles thig time -~ higsed off et this stege while the rest proceeded
along to the end of the fence line in the direction of the Tutsekuri -

"Doneld Junction .. A route wss teken cross country from the end
of the fence through fern and scrub snd one or two gullies £ill the’
Tuteekuyri wés réeeched st the Jumction . After & little scouting round
a way to the river bed wes found down & ridge runming into & tributery
gully « &4 number of enthusiagts celebrated their arrlval et - the river

by having a swim - zround the corner .

\ On the return journey & much better wey was teken stralght up &
leading ridge and scross the fezce to the fence line « The remsing of
old, fence posts znd wires were found here and there amohg the scrub
and ferns . It is herd to imegine thet this pert wss once deemed good
pasture psddocks by the people of Weiwhare Station - good enough to be
fenced in end stocked .

énother boil up took plece et the lunch stop - the two femele
defeulters heving the fire going reasdy for afternoon tea . A return
wes made elong the top of Sendy Ridge to rejoin the lorry et 5.45 p.m.
It wes @ very interesting trip . It wes:slso’good to have 41f Dixon

end hie lsdg with ue .

Number in Perty s 27 o Iesder ¢ Dr. Bethgste .
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No. 349. BIRCH RANGE - MAKAHU RIVER April 3rd.

The weather was pleasant for tramping yet not too cool for
river wading - st leasgt in the Makahuy « Thoge who decided to follow
thé stream down to the truck may look at it dlfferently efter meking
~ four sunset crossings of the maln Mohakc e

i The trip ran to schedule g fer es Cook's Cottesge end ves
uneventful - apert from being barked 2t by &n sggressive small green
lizard. . & few deer were gsighted but nonec heerd - the rosring
appesrecd to heve come to an end . _

. The stretch out to the roed took more time then snticipsted
and thce new road ig herdly an improvement on the former creek-bed .
Songs in Afrikesns were edded to our repertoire . . A 6 some
start is indiceted for thie trip in future . In the &bgence of the
leeder the psrty wes led by the Club Ceptein o

Number in perty s 14 - Lesder 3 (George Lowe .

350. RANGITAIKY - KURIPAPANGA Bester 1949.-

George Lowe &snd Angus Russell were esctuelly the only two
Club Members on this trip . &1f Dixon end fou¥ scouts completed the
party - We trevelled by truck es far ss Poronui Stetion . We
received sdvice re the route up the Osmeru from beerded culler: 2s we
plodded for two hours up gressy flets to their cemp » On Saturdey we
left 2t 7 2ems in frogst end reeched the seddle overlooking the =
Ngeruroro neer Boyd's hut et 2.45 pem. , sfter 49 crosgsings of the
rocky, forested Osmeru . We reasched Boyd's st 4 pem. On Sundey
the mist clesred ss we journeyed up the north brench of the Ngeruroro
towerds Meungsrehi . We got so wet in the bresst-high, frosty. wet
tussock thet we dried our seets in the sun.end retrested to Boyd's
where Bill G - pascked our pecks to the Golden Hill hut two hours'
distent . The chesgtnut mere distributed her ljnd Jver the h11151de at

Boyd'e in true rcodec style .

Cn Mondey we went down the Terusreu to the Log Csbin in ¢ix
hours, going a8trey es usuel at the three streams when climbing out
of the Teruzrsu « On Tuesdey we left the Log Cebin &t 8.30 &/m. were
on top of Te Irings 2t 1 pems and arrived et Kuripepenga gnd black-
‘berries at 3 peme. We emerged from our begs et 9.15 p.m. mhpn the
truck arrived to teke us back to Hastings . _

There wes cloud end light rein et the beginping snd end of the
trip, but otherwise we had splendid tremping weether . We sew &nd
heard sbout 17 deer . Thig pert of the country is a trezmper's
" persdise being unique in its flore end scenery . Summer, however,
would provide longer deys end drier feet .

Iczder ¢ George Lowe .
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PRIVATE TRIPS

KAIMANAWAS _ CHRISTMAS - NEW YEAR
1948-49 ‘ P

< From the start this was to be 8 botanicsl trip - non-botanigtse
to come at their own risk . The first psrty went in to Poronui on
December 21st with & week's rations , the second following a week
later with & further week's rations . The originsl intention was
t6 establish & bese cemp & féw miles from the rosd hesd, but with the
superior sttractions of the upper Ngervuroro celling ,Vth1s became
little more. then & formelity = One tent wee pitched-end esome surplus
rations céched and on the afternoon of 22nd we took to the track up
the Osmeru « Some very eecy going up 2 series of river flats in tall
gilver end red beech, but & much longer velley then was at first
apperent end it took ue 6 hours to the saddle, resching Boyd's Hut
at dugk, to find it had spperently venighed » Hut No. 3 igs tucked

in behlnd gome treeg, e lerge melthoid structure with 8 bunks, very
much like a smaller edition of the Kaweka Hut .

Next dey was booked for the Harkness, but e llne of interesting
bogs below the terraces ceused so much deley thet we oply had time to
look into the hidden vazlley from the geddle before returning cross
country by @ bush ridge »

. On the 24th =sfter 2 dey ipn the Weiotupuritre , we gwagged up
to the Mengemingi Hut, & replice of Boyds, but unettrzctively sited
in & derk and muddy corper of the northernmocst heed under Dowden ,
end on Christmes Day two of us were away at 6 s.m. cross the divide
to the Masngemsire . There were patches of cloud ebout, but the
vusuel afternoon thunderstorm did not develop eand we could identify
lendmarks from the peaks of the Tsrarues to Edgcumbe end over to
Kidnsppers  After s ple&sant hour end & quarter on the summit , we
treversed the northern ridge to 5175' znd so home scrose the
Mengsmsire , egein miesing the peck treck, which Rocemsry however had
located « Mick mesntime had put in & useful dey up the creek behind
Dowden . : - :

On Boxing Dey we sgein eplit , Tony t» the Ngsrurorn Bogs ,
myself to Kaitetere, the Greenwoods to the Oemeru, meeting down the
treck to spend the night st the besse cemp where we mere plcgued by
blowflies, smandflies, end mosqu1toa . _

) A lszy dsy on the 27th ssw us &n hour la % et the rendezvous
just efter the grrivel of the second perty brlng; %esh rstione and
various luxuries . "4 dilstdry get-sway wes résponsible for night
finding us 8till stumbling up- the Oemaru through miles of tussock end
bog-holes to the. cemp .

Next morning the whole party weg dragooned into ascending the
OQaméru a2gein to Boyds - & hesvy slog with 6 deys' retions , even
though with fregquent halts we made & full dey of it +» On the 29th
Tony returned to the boge while the rest had-e freé dsy, some
¢limbing Tepui o Mesrue Hine, &nd on the 30th 211 but Molly shifted
camp to the head of the Wsiotu=-puritis o From here & trip into the
Teurenga Teuprend Hinemeiei besging hed been mooted, but en
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eXaminetion of the country from Meungsrehi discoureged thig, 2 view
nf the compliceted system of peeks end connecting ridges guggesting
thet @ better line »f spprosch would be either from esst or west .
The return to cemp wes 2 triumph »f nevigetion scross the festurcless
forested besin . : S

In eny cese the weesther deteriﬂfeted next dey 8o vearious
excursions were méde to points of botenicel or tapogrephlcal
interest .

The night wes wet , but the weether lifted on New Y'ear’r Day
end the morning wes spent zig zegging down the velley to boil up &t
the frot o In the afterncon the Elders locsted Kenawzruru, while
the rest worked down the velley to Boyde . The westher wag setting
in egein towerds nightfell from the east snd on the morning of the
2nd wes thick end drizzling from the north . Trevelling conditions
were feily good in the bush but the last two hours from the Mohaka
were accomplished non stop in heevy drizzling rzin from the west .
The Red Hut was in shembles of gpoiled foosd, rets end gesr, so- we
treansferred for the night to comforteble guerters in the empty Iower
homegtesd . :

The lzst morning wes no better, but we were soon at the cers
and sfter some trouble with e sluggish stertor hed surprisingly
little trouble in meking our wey out to the mein roed « At Tsrawers
it wag even sunny but on crogsing Titiokurs we ren into e fresh
weether gsystem coming up from the S.E. with bleck bcnks of cloud end
mist end sigms of hesvy thundershowers .

N. L.EJ.

NGAMATE 4 SWLMP 10-14 Jzn 1949.

¥y mentel picture of the swemp hed becn formed from the mep -
& greet water~logged oblong , some four miles by three - with the -
further misinformation thet etock hed becn fenced off ite trescherous
gurfece « Whet & botanlcts peredise 1A The Repsroa Bog would be

only g pup .

The reslity wes sufficiently amszin' , but it wasn't in the
lesgt l1like thst .

" On Monday my journey among the Czscade berrels (empty)
brought me to "The Strip" - the wide grassy subgtitute for the
acceses roads to Ngamatea, which are by now deeply entrenched in the
eoft pumice subsoil and impassible in wet weather . -And so to the
hospitelity of Ngemetea Homestead .

Next morning I established a cemp in some Kenuks on the fer
rim of the gwemp end returned by the Golden Hills treck to find thet
the others had mede their way out from Teihape end were slresdy

thoroughly et home .

' The distances sre deceptive and by the time we hsd got into
camp complete with bog borﬂing gear end cooked & meal it wss dusk .
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Tohy hed us up &t creck-of dewn end soon efter heslf pesgt gix
we were gwey, threc bsck to & boggy streem we hed crossed coming in ,
while:I climbed the hill behind us to spy out the lend, for so fer
we hed seén no resl swemp . Imsgine 2 shallow ssucer , perhspe sgix
miles each wey, with the homestead pines on thé southern rim and &
gtreem drzining out b631de them . "Below me four brosd converging
ribbong of ‘true swémp , the rest tussocky hummocks of pumice and
wendering weter-courses . Behind me on the other side of the hill,
& smeller pletesu apperently dreining into Peter's Creek, DBut the
dreinege weg crezys. BExeminstion showed thet this plstesu really
dreined into & hillow under the hill I wes on, then south through e
little gnrge to the edge of the swemp , only to turn sherply and run,
g0’ tﬁ speak, round the rim es fer es the eye could follow it

When I rejoined the rest with e gketch of this, the bog-borers
smertly crossed over to the firet of the big swemp channels and’
sterted serious operationg . One boring wes completed before lunch,
‘ehowing no greet depth, but good pest with en intermedizte layer of
pumice fragments .
In the efternoon Tony end I, followed the creek up through
the hilk and returned by the heed of one of the further channels .
The weather was threetening snd both psrties recached cemp
simulteneously in heavy rein with & southerly chensge spprosching from
the Teruersu Cep . It wes & hesvy night end a stinker ell next dey
with wind, mist end driving drizzle with heavy showers . Tony's
cunning found a tiny pstch of dry ground in the lee of our Kenuksa
clump where there wsg room for & smsll fire and 2% bodies . Here
or in our sleeping bags we huddled ell dsy, with ocececionsl elsrms
eg portions of the vegetestion died out &nd went up in flesmes . That
night wes even wetter, end en ettempt to reguy the tent merely.
produced a crop of lesks .
- Glimpsesg >f blue gky in the morning encoursged us to get eway
- smertly - myself by the track to meke¢ sure of connecting with Iumsden,
the rest, with more time to spere, treaversing the bog elong the
eesternmost swemp-chennel « Here they found & number of fresh
plents but 2s the wester level hed risen congiderebly over-night the
gmeller onesg were suybmerged - e2lmost & csse for duck- d1v1ng .

As the stetion hed arranged for our joint transport to the road,
we foregathered af the homestesd snd were eble to dry out & bit and
enjoy & welcome. lunch before leaving .

The Teruersu valley seen through whlrllng mist from the top
of s-ecédrgo of beer berrels (full) was e geavage chesm, but with a
seet in the cab- after Timihenge the. soenery ‘gubeided to normal -
proportions and in" splte of trouble with brekes, the journey down,
though neceggsrily slow, wss uneventful of eourse, had the weather
been kind, two or three times 25 much Wcrk could have been done, &nd
this v181t cen hardly be counted zs more thean 2 reconnsisssance .
Its velue will depend to e large degree on the exesminetion. of the
meterial brought beck - but st its highest it cen herdly. come up to
the locel speculztions, which ssem to be pretty evenly divided
between cosl, gold end petroleum . N.L.E
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TIKI TIKI TRIP Jenuery 1949,

- As the delights of bog boring end the distrections o°f 2 storm
prevented us visiting the Tiki tiki Buch which lies out on the
Western rim of the Ngsmastee Plstesu , two of us mede ennther trip.
in for there were gome odd feestures reported ebsut it - red beech
where red becch would not be expected snd some mysterioue pine
growing in & swemdp . ‘

The ‘bush hssg been cut since the esrliest deys of settlement
snd, the gressy gledeg of the 21d cuts give & pesrk-like sir , unlike
enything else in this country . There is plenty of red beech
perticulerly in the uncut gullies of the southern helf . The pine
reslly is en oddity - Colengo's "egilver pine® "Ee tells thet
- he "hesrd of it from the o0ld Mesoris, but none hsd seen one for
geverzl yegrs, g this tree grew gingly in the forests =nd wes quite
unknown to the young Meoris" o We slsc found cedsr for the first
time in the Keimanewes . ‘

The hut wes of similer pettéern to the others we had visited .
Ope window hsd blown in, 2nd on our errivel in the dusgk the other
blew out behind our becks in e distinctly spooky wey . There were
elgo retg - 8till we were very comforteble in splte of &n unexpected
snowfall . SR = .

Out return haed its excitements es the Iumsdens forgot sbout
us end hed to be chsged to the Teruersu Ford, then st Kuripespsnge
e gteg crogsed the roed - § Twe skins two heunches snd & cercese
for dog-tucker .- : :

. N.L.E.

CLIFTON - RONGAIKSA . - New Yeer 13949,

Members of Perty s EEvgrly Shenks, Shirley Single, Molly Young
end Muriel Shew . _ ’ - .

The PbDVG faur frl;htene\ femeleg wcre tipped out of the bus
et Te Awenge into drizzling rein on the blackest of nights, &nd
gtumbled elong to Clifton, where we gpent the night trying to qleeg ’
(¢ silly thing to attempt as it wes Nem Yesr's Eve), |

Next morning suffering from lzck of sglecp end heeviness of
packs, we headed for the Cspe Kidnsppers . The weether greduelly
cleered and on the whole We a@ppesr to heve fered better than snywhere
else in Hewke's Bzy . Our plen wsg to trevel to Clifton - eround the
coagt to Wzimereme , end beck to Clifton, but the tides were zgainet
us . ) i ) : \

. One dey we ettempted to reasch Waimerems on the overlanc,
treil (imeginary treil) but one energetic bull end our knockin’;
knees rether put a agtop to it 2nd we contented ourselves with . .
Meteroe, Rongeike, snd verious ve&lleys empty of BULLS.

ly
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We slso mede friends with some fishing perties st Flat Rock
end profited by their gond neture to the extent of en enjoysble
'meal pluq sever&l creyfleh to take home .

The ' weather was hot end sometimes thundery, the swimming wes
enjoyed by 21l, and the tramping wes s trifle tough ss the hills were
. slmost devoid of %rass, and therefﬁre rather slippery -_and very

hd rd . .

¢t o

LAKE  TUTIRA Christmes 1948

Shirley Single snd I se&t &snd cooked in the front seat of en
sntiqueted truck which wes ziving us & ride to the Lake Tutire « One
wheel, was held on by & piece of wire, end nezotisting the Devil's
Elbow wee & bit ‘grim, es we both expected to see the wheel dsshing
slopng the roesd shead »f us « The door was roped to the gteering
shaft, 80 we couldn't lesp out even if denger did threéten , However,
we eventuslly errived st the Leké in the boiling hot sun and
tremped slmost the complete clrcu1t of its benks before finding just
the right csmp site .

Lster, beinz refresghed with a swim, we picked out the
higheet hille surrounding the ILéke &nd headed for the tops where
we hed excellent views of the surrounding country . "4fter the
cemers hsd put in & bit of overtime, we scrambled down & rocky velley,
rezching our camp just et dusk .

The following day, after & few hours exploring various
velleys, we packed up and headed for the road, where we were lucky
enough to get a car ride (sfter slogging along the melting tsr roszd
for an hour or S0 ). . :

M.D.S.

WHSKATIPU , REES, _DART, M%/;KITUKI. WANAKA .

¥ ’ . Febe. lBth ~ Merch 4th .
After an uneventful though,rather warm journey , the six of
us arrived et Queenstorn spproximetely. 9.5 + Tezming Wlth rein, end
very cold. We cemped in &n o0ld house ih the Cemping Ground . Spent
@ cold night . Lots of fresh gnow ehowing“next morning .

Left per Lzunch 8.30 end expericnced & rather choppy end
demp trip up the lske to Glenorchy, 4rrived 11,30 . Still anowing on
the tops. srrenged for & bus up towsrds Prredlse Velley, lesving at
1,15 « = In the Bus were two English Tovrlsts who smszed us slmost
€8 much as we did them. They photo'ed ug reedy for the frzy ." N,2.
Youth et Plsy" , cooéd one of them. Pley ? Thet little phrase
helped us often on our weery journey . .

{"..',
1

Ve heaged up the Reég Ve lley follow1ng ] track mostly . E
Eventu&lly resched 25 Mile Hut &t epproximately 7 o'clock « This is
on @& high terrsce &nd is difficult to ee¢e from the river . 41l the
low lsnd hendy to the river ig swempy, S0 I guege they had & reeson
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Feb., 21d. Perfect mornlng, frost in the air. The East peask of Mount
Farnelaw opposite the Hut gets photographed quite a bit, &s does Mt.
Clerke .gnd- the Forbes Range. The boys donned lipstick here for the
_firct time . There certeinly were come emazing sights . Left Hut 9
o'clock following & fairly good pesck track upstresm . Eventusily
reached Shelter Rock Hut sbout 4,30 . Everybody feeling the veight

of their packs a trifle . This hut is more suitsble for two cr three
end certeinly ic more then & trifle emsll for six . We squeshed like
serdines on to the Mesori bunk mede of bits of flettened tin plus etray
¢lumps of snowgress .

Feb. 22nd. After e wesry night no one felt very fresh . However, we
got zwey 2zt 8.15 &nd continued up the Velley =nd clembered up snow
end snowgrass to Snowy Seddle . Light gnow which leter turned to rein
wee felling + We followed down the Snowy River Vslley to the Dart
Valley , surprising e lsrge herd of Ther , Smelly things .... Snowing
heavily Vhllst we climbed over gsuper cherp Spenierds, super slippery
gnowgrese end ditto rocks, following & tréck which suddenly left us
L thousend feet too high” « With loud curses (or similer noizesg) we
dropped down into the vslley end with the Dsrt Hut im view struggled
over the beestly swing bridge over the reging Snmowy River snd thence
to Dart Hut . A ®olid, werm hut, Moir glvec time for party with heavy
pecks 10 hourse + We did iv in 8 hours . Weighed packs st Dart Hut .

Girleg 40 1lbs. each , Boys 70-73 1lbs.

Feb. 23rd. Reined 11 night end dey . No climbing., Spent most of
the dey patching my torn peck end derning socks .

Egg_~g4fhe Reining =t 3.30 g.me g0 the boys called off the climbing
dey snd we pecked up end set geil for Cszgcade Saddle , More cnow fell
during the night . Low cloude covering topsg, thousgh greduelly cleesring.
Quite & few svelanches felling from the Hesse glzscier on Mt. Edwerds .
Got on to the Dert Glacier snd slowly made wsy up the velley, che boys
using Crempons (which we nicknemed Mousetrsps) Joyce wss not vary
heppy on the Glecier, but then neither was I. Eventually Jeck decided
thet we ware géetting no place fzst end we embled, scrambled znd siid
our wey on to something glightly more eolid underfoot-. Ve climbed up
end up almogt on. to the shoylder of Mtes Anstead to evoid rock slebs
gtco George, who haed gone esheed end hed lsst sgscen us &t 11.30:

weg heving "Pups" by this time end WCS quitc sure we'd dissppesred
down ¢ crevasse . Hsd lunch (?) . et 5.30 on the Seddle . On to

Cescede Besin. No Bivvy to be seen. Found two poles for tent . A
search_for more proved fruitless , ©o we¢ used ice exes . The very

gir secmed to be trying to freeze . We =11 climbed into the scck and
dined . Mf. Aspiring cleered st sunset end Genrge tock & snep of it
which chould be pretty goods Into the szck once more , cocoa, snd -
go to sleen . ‘ ' ' : ‘

Feb. 25th, Frost in the night, s2lec fresh snow. Cemp site i
epproximately 5150 feet ebove ses level . Chilly morning. We lzy inp
the sacks =nd cooked up the brezkfsgst on two primus cookers . Looked
like the beglnnlna of & lovely dzy so the boys divided into two '
climbing perties znd ettempted Plunket Dome, Mt. Tyndsll snd Anstesd.
Joyce snd I dld a spot of weshing, collected rockes to hold the tent

&
- R - PO
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walls down. (The wind wes gettlng very rouph) Down ceme the gnow
end & lowling gele commenced + The girlg retlrcd'to the seck and
hoped the tente would not be blown ewey « They certeinly took plenty
of punisghment «+ The Boys returned gbout 2 znd 2.30 cech perty with
one pedk to their crediﬁ%, end hair-reiging tales ebout the bettle
to return to cemp - ter the westher clesred =snd Joyce end I
explored ‘the Cescede Begin, took photos end sdmired 21l the lovely
‘glpine flowers in bloom . Sunaet on Agpiring wegs & truly wonderful
~°lght .

Feb., 26the & promise of & glorious dey sfter & very chilly night .

The water turning to ice before we could get the primus going.
Neturelly ell steyed in the ssck fxr breekfast . Down tents, pecks up
~egnd eway o No clouds end besutiful views everywhere we looked . We
definitely seemed to be on top of the world « 411 the smell terns
etce were still frozen es we pessed on our wey o We climbed up the
lower slopes of Tyndell to & rether open bivy site and lunched wisely
end well « George had fun trying to phdo 2 Kea, whilst the other leds
hed other uses for that seme bird, who, however, got eway . Took
verious photos of Metukituki Velley, Aspiring, Csthedrsl Peaks,

end then gsterted down the Eernie Smith route to the Metukituki Vslley.
This heg to be seen to be believed ». Crempons heve been suggested for
eny future 000881on oo A perechute possibly would be better +., Took
Joyce end me 4% nours down bluffs etc., rock climbing , snow Zrsse

end much later, bush, to land sbout 6000' below « GOSH eeeo We
tottered pest Cescede hut which is e double tin hut, not very cleen or
tidy, up the river ebout & hslf mile to the psletial chelet .,

Mt. 4spiring Hut (N.Z.4.C.) Built of lccel stones, , iron roof,
electric light, wellboerd lining, ermcheirs, etc. lsfge msin room,
fireplace, mens dorm., ledies dorm., Kitchen, pentry, porch etc. 4
lergy perty of Phys. Bd. Otego University in poegsegeion. ZHerly to

bed

Feb. 27th. Beautiful dey. Perty sprewled out in the sun esting
breekfast end lszed generelly. Boys getting reedy for en sttempt on
Mt. Aspiring. Joycé end I egéorted the boyes 2s fer ss French Ridge off
Shovel Flets. Returned to Hut. Dinner 2nd bed .

Februery 28th. Spent most of the dey ot zlassesg expecting to see perty
on Agpiring + In efternoon escorted the Phys-Ed. gang as fer g8 Rob
Roy . '

Merch lst.very strong winds end low clouds . Boys return sbout 1l
ofclock iAn impesseble schrund prevented their getting on to the
Bonar Gladier, so they f31led to Cllmb Jhgpiring . :

Mbrch 2nd. Bill Tuck NeZode C. ‘end I decided to see what Cathedrel
Peaks looked like st closer quarters, but left it & bit late . Weather
rather hot gnd & trifle thundery « Quite & scrzmble though young
beech o No trscks. Deer roaring on the tops. Gelloped medly into sgll
sorts of cactus on the return. Journey in zn effort to get out before
dark . The Metukituki River is deepish znd swift . Ve suggested to
gome cettle they they show us-a goad ‘plece to cross .. they d1d cose
errived back et the hut 7.15 .
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Merch 3rd. Up, pecked snd eway by 9.45 . Twelve miles to Niger.
fut where we collect transport st 2 o'clock . &rrived at the road
et 10 mins. to the hour end collepsed #nd fed, then discovered thet
Niger Hut wee enother two miles down the rosd » Jeck end Gecrge
dashed down end egcorted the truck to our resting plsce . There wes
on the truck possibly the laziestmen in N.Z. He eyed us with
emazement esnd egked us if we ever gnt tired ? Leter he geid thet
his Doctor hed told him thet he should. teke some exercise , 50 he
rolled Hig own cigerettes for two monthe, but had to give it up «e0
Begutiful drive sround Lske Wesneks, Cempini Ground, Showers, .Hotel
Dinner . 4ind so to bed .

Merch ﬁﬁg, Up gt 4.30 , breekfest , end awey to cetch the Bus at

6.15 for Tserrie end thence to Timeru, end home « 1. D.S.
EDITORS NOTE - This wes reelly s T.T.C. trip » Muriel is s

member of both the T.T.C. &nd the H.,T.C.

WAIKAMAKA - KAWHATAU January 2-5th .

STAN'S STORY

4 previoue plene search trip had been sufficient incentive for
a second and more leisurely look at the country . It was with
mingled feelinge therefore, thet we hesrd, a2t the end of the roead,
thet & police perty had just moved in shesd of us in search of a
deer-stalker who hed not returned to cemp et Weiksmeka Hut » . The
dreg from McCullough's Mill to the Saddle is no essier then it used
to be « & certsin impetus wes sfforded by the sppesrsnce of two
stelkers who reported the return of the gtrsgoler to the huyt end the
urgent need of & doctor « The petient eppesred too fer gone to teke
eny interest in food or drink, but Doc. Bethgate's bunkside menner
gredually preveiled . (Doc's sccount will appeer elsewhers) . . ..
The edeptsbility of the four or five or eix bunke in the hut is
proverbiel, so with the four etelkers, the policy perty of six &nd
the five trempers there wss still room to move sbout » . To meke
even more spesce, four ftrempers were to move on next déy to the
Kewhzteu ;3 Doc, of cdouree, decided to continue his busmen's holidey
end see the pstient sufficiently recovered to stend the trsnsportetion
back to the rosd , znd to supervissz the hendling end negotisting
of the stretcher .

Mondey, Jzn. 3rd &fforded & clear view for &n hcour or so of
the peeks to the north end justified the struggle up the scree and
elong the top to Rengi Creek o 4Agzin the orsnge disce proved their
worth . The deer on the flast of Rengi Creek did not insist upon
their being shot at more than once . Cemy wes pitched on the
Kawhgteu opposite the confluence of Weterfsll Creek snd just before
Weikamoke weather asserted itself .- From thén on the glimpses of
the sun through a veil of . rsin were just enough to let us hope « We.
gshould heve known better . 4 well-fed fire fought the wet )
veliantly for the next two deys . The younger members kept warm by
throwing stones in the river until there were very few left o Tuegday
gave encouragement for @ trip to the top of Hikursngi Range but sgain
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the mist sent us bsck to & wet cenp snd a cheerful fire »
Wednesdey 5th wes still misty and wet so we mede & quick return to
Weikemeke Hut o Reinforced by Doc we tackled the saddle (up the
right bank before the wetcrfsll) end the Weipswe which wes full
enough to prove it could be dengerous with resl rein . On the rosd
between the Mill and Fould's homestcad wherec we had left the cer, .
we met two Weipukursu trempers who hed prcviously joined the Club in
& trip to the Keweke Hut . Their regerds to "old-timbers like Sam
Herzldsen =nd Arch Toop" (mere youngsters reelly) plsced the senior
members of the psrty s bsck-numbers (just whet we felt like at
thet moment) . )

. "Mrs. Grégory geve us & hospitsble welcome on our arrivel et
Mr. Fould's house . The Club here hsz two good friende who are
interested in &ll our activities o

Perty ¢+ Doc. Bsthgste .« Bob Creven
Kim Bethgete . Stan Craven .
John Bsthgste o

¢ e 82

EDITORS NOTE -  The Doc. hzg very kindly given us on request
' e detsiled sccount of his rescue work » The
treatment reguired by &nyone in such & stste of
exheustion end the improvements effected in the
‘hendling of the Neil Roberteon stretcher ere
points thet should be well noted in case of
future need '

DOC'S STORY

On arrivel gt the Waikemasks Hut we found the missing deerstalk-
er gsefe in hisgleeping beg « It wss surprising to note how sick he
really wes and how quickly his condition must hasve deteriorsted . He
looked ss if he had been desperately ill for et lesgt & week or 10
deys « He had hsd two deys and two nights out &t & high altitude

~cled in & thin singlet, @ thin srmy Jjecket, shorts snd gym shoes .
This exposure , plus thirst, plus hungsr, plus the fact thet he
felt thet he wes not going to "meke it" 21l served to produce in &
comperatively short time =& stete of extreme physicel exhesustion end
shock -«

It weg consSidered thst with the test cure possible he would not
be eble to walk out under 10-1I2 deyz , so the obvious thing was &
gtrefcher party »  With the saufthority givén by Constable Hsnns of
Weipukurzu , who had come in just before us, additionel medicel
gupplies were sent for » Included in thege wag the Neil Robertgon
gtretcher from the Memorisl Hnspitel, plus 200 feet of rope . These
were procured in very good time by the men's brothers and friends .
The rope was left on the shingle slide in the Waikameke and the
stretcher end other medicsl supplies were brought on to the Hut .

On Tuesday morning , the twelve besrers were ellotted their
duties . One half took most of the pscks up to the ssddle, uncoiled
the rope on the chingle slide and returned to the hut ., The ”
remeainder prepared the stretcher by cutting two 10 foot poles, plus
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reinforcing crogs poles . The petient's 6 foot 2 inches inleight
necescitated the lengthening of the bed of the stretcher by means
of ground sheets and costs .

The cerry-up the Weiksmeke wes maede in good time despite the
halts , two men going egheed with slaghers to clesr the worst of the
obgtructions « It wzs quite & rough little streem to get & stretcher

eand etient up .

At the shingle slide &nd Jjust pest the weterfell , one end
of the rope wes tied to the ring in fromt of the stretcher, seven
beerers handled the stretcher znd the other five speced themgelves
out 2long the rope like 2 tug-of-wer teem end et the eppropriete
gignsls pulled in the rope « This wag done with the whole length of
rope in ebout 3 different steges end acted remarkably well . The
Congteble mede an impregesive end effective enchor each time at the
far end of the rope .

All pecks wereg Jdonned after z rest a2t the seddle and some
cutters sent eheaed to desgl with the leatherwoond . Going down the
Saddle inte the Wgipsws the rope wag used very effectively in
checking the too r&yld descent of the gtretcher party .

The weather was stesdily deteriorsting es the rescuers wended
their way down the Weipswa in the teeth of a2 howling North Eest stomm
of high wind and torrential rain « The vehicle waiting at the end
of the roed was a very welcome gight asnd only equalled , if not
excelled, by the hospitslity at the Fould's homestead .

This untoward incident which might easily heve had g tregic
ending heppened to a men who was an experienced stalker , & men who
for some years had been employed as & Government deer culler in some
of the roughest country in Ncw Zeslend .

At the time of the mishep he was actuzlly sitting on top of
Rengi , when he was suddenly enveloped in & fog which reduced _
vigibility to & matter of feet + He set ocur immedietely for the
hut, but without & compsgs , turned south on the. ridge instesd of
north . Then without sufficient clothing, food or drink or electric
torch he was compelled to undergo his hezerdous 48 hours on the tops -
logt « It wes only when the mist lifted that he wes able to
recognige where he wes =nd meke hig wey beck to the Wsikemsks hut
during & chort intervel of clesr weather . In tramping we should”
remember the esgentisl things thst this men wes short of and without
which hig life wes in jeoperdy « As hes been zlreedy gtated, this
man weg & first cless professionel stelker. Therefrre let us elways
méke sure s hes been impresgsed on us go often, that our warm clothes,
our emergency rations , Qur compass , torch and matches are sll
gafely in our packe , even thouwgh the day looks fine and partloularly
when we ere tramping in high hills or other difficult country .
Finélly, should we have to help in this type of "regcue work" , we
ghould rezlise the person lost will be suffering st lesst from
exheustion, together with shock (mentalras well ss physicel) . The
treatment required for these conditiong is wermth, resssurence, fluids

(hot znd sweet), rest snd shelter .
: D. 4. B.

i, e
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ANOTHER ALPINE HOLIDAY

Xmes Holideys 1948-49,

" Por the Christmss holidsys of 1948-49 three of uws from the
Club, John MecIntrye , Hugo Mckey end myself, joined Geoff Milne of
Wellington for gome climbing midst the ice end rock of the Mt. Cook
district » The expedition wes & grest success - not just because
of the meny mountein tops reeched but because of the good fun we
had together end the trampers we met o :

In some five weeks we climbed 20 mounts between us . Eight
were over 10,000 feet and sre emongst our highest and grendest hillse.
The others were of verying heighte. down to 6000 ft., but height is
no measure of succese or difficulty , nor of enjoyment .

. I enjoyed 811 the climbs for different reasons . One day
(January 6thg John Mac., Hugo, Rod (Geoff. Milne's brother) and I
crogsed Bell Psss, climbing twin pesks, Msbel and Rosa, en route .
These pesks sre sbout 6800 ft. snd ere congidered smell compered with
Cook, 12,349 , end Tssmen, 11,475 ' etc. 'This was e happy déy,

it included a § s.m. start ;3 & lot of merry talk 3§ the watching of

& chamois and its bebe engeged in & climbing lesson  ; ‘many mountein
deisies end damp tussock ; squedrons of clouds low flying ; the
crogsing of the pagss in mist and then rein . Just as we reached

Begll Hut e terrific thunderstorm broke , lecshing the plece with wind
end rein end lighting up 21l the velley in flashes ™. We enjoyed the
storm beceuse we were in beds with meny blankets pulled up to our
@8re lictening to the rsin on the roof

Midst the snow we expérienced terrific hest . During five days
we. swe ltered et Meslte Brunm Hut , the tempersture in the hut was around
90 degrees F. during the dey . One morning at 4,30 g.m. the temperat-
ure was 60 degrees . This softened the snow snd made climbing
lsborious « Outside the hut one hot afternoon the tempersture wss
140 degrees plus - plue beceusge 140 degress F. wes 25 high ss the .
thermometer went . A S :

- . When counted in hours' sctuel climbing time is small . Meny

of ‘our hours were spent plessently et the Hermitsgé, sometimes

Pleying tennieg, dencing, m3eting other climbers, but mostly eeting

and sleeping « On off days I reszd seversl books "Ten Iittle Niggers",
"Fire over Englend" :nd "The Lodger" . The lsst I kept in my pack end
it went to sevérsl peeks with me , including & travérse of Mt. Cook .
I kept the volume but unfortunately left it on my bunk on "Rengstira®

: - #s_to high climbing, Geoff and I were usuelly roped together .
our sterts being made about 2 a.m. each dey from high huts « Eech
dey tpe problems were how to find & route through icefells, snd how

to dlimb loose end golid rock wells . Our most difticult ‘end exciting
climb was e smsll peek celled Coronet (8,260ft) This took 124 hours .
to surmount though only 2000 feet from the glscier , but 2000 feet

of steep snow =snd ice, some ‘steep, snow-covered rock s &nd lestly e
greet crevesse end ice-wzll out of which we chopped seversl
hundredweight of ice to meke & plstform . - TR

DR
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Our grendest end moet memoreble climb wes & treverse of the
summit ridge of Mt. Cook, which is 1% miles long . This wes &
perfect climb on & perfect dey (17th Jenusry) . At 7 g.m. we were
et 12,000 ft. and stepping elong the knife-cdge summit yodelling
medly for sheer joy At 9.30 z.m. when msst people sre only feeling
the stert of the working dey , we were stending on the top of
New Zeslsnd « There is & deep sztisfaction in stsnding et an
eltitude of 12,349 ft. end still heving one's feet on solid ground .

George Lowe .

NGAURUHOE IN ERUPTION

Febs 28th - Merch 4th .

; On Februsry 28th, esbout & fortnight efter the mein lave
eruption, I got off the service cer at the bdrison cemp track at
5 pems &nd rcached the Mengetepopo Hut &t 7 peme.

At 8 pems & smell stream of laves erupted, crashing noisgily
down 500 ft. end scunding like large rocks . There were fourteen
eruptions during my stey « 411 except the first sent up smoke,
though sbout seven of them only churned znd rettled in the crater .
Four others did the ssme, but with 2 bsng =29 well end four ejected
white hot rocks snd sgheg, sleo with & beng .-

48 in en esrthqueke, the first ssund from & volceno compels
gll your ettention « You wonder what is going to happen « Vigibility
" wag perfect night end dey « I chose & bunk from which I could watch
~the mountsin &t night .

On Msrch lst therc were short eruptions et 12.35 &.me,
1s35 2eme 2.5 gem. some lasting ebout ten seconds, some thirty .
One 2t 3.5 a.m. lasted gix minutesg, emitting smoke, fiery eghes and
rocks « 4t G455 2em. therc wes a loud shot, rumble aznd smoke .

I inspected the nmorth-west slope where nearly ell the heavy:
ejecte hed creshed « Rocks weighing from thrce to twelve tons hed
bounded »ver and dug holes fifteen yerds spert, while black lave
bombe hed dropped verticslly snd churned the cearth like shell-fire .

-Some bombs hsd shot &g fer es zive-eighths »f & mile « Every sloge
-wes covered with scerie of varying size , pieces being up to nine
inches in diemeter and ell reedy te slide . 4scending end descending
weg & cruel penence o I found the creter = jumble of rocks, no vent
‘vieible, no sctivity, a¢ desd zs & smouldering rubbish dump . But

2t 4.20 peme , Jjust after I hed returned t~ the velley, beng she .
went 2zein o Shots that evening leseted for ten minutes or more s one
at 6.14 pem. being sccompenied by & reverbersting rumble that filled
the velley &nd ceuced the hut to vibrate .

_ 4fter & spell of over twenty-four hours there was enother
bang end e fiery shower ezt 5.,40 £¢/m. on Thursdey . Thig wes
repeated at 11 e.m. when I wes high up on Pukekeikiore negrby .

The cresh of felling rocks, the velocity end volume of the
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uprushlng smoke meke 2 man feel puny even at s sefe distence from
this immeessuyreble power . . God help esnyone on the crater 8 rim .

Angusg Russell .
’lql

'EASTER IN THE WAIKAMAKA

S Our party of 5 compriging Devid Sherry, Don Dougles, Don O‘Nelll
Colin Mclenachen, end Cyril Devy left Hestings in bright moonlight at
4 p-m- ;

_ We srrived et the Weipswe river sbout 7 o'clock to find two
deer-stalkers, Bob Gloyn and Colin Fowler csmped in & pup tent « By
this time e dismel drizzle had set in but, nothing desunted, we

boiled up', chenged into shorts and psrkes end took the treil . The
deer~-steslkers who sccompenied us proved excellent companions , working
in well with 811 our errangements « The trip in wes tough,

egpecially the lsst stretch up to the =zeddle es it reined heav1ly end
g bitter gele buffeted us on the exposed river bed end on the seddle
The hut wes reeched in 3% hours . We gighted £ steg en route but
feiled to get s ghot 2t him . :

Thet night heevy snow fell, the countryside the next morning
mede & beesutiful gight « Our gomewhet nebulous plens hed included
& trip slong the tops to Howletts end back the following dey, but to
tell the truth, we 211 glept in so late thet we rsther willingly
gbendoned this smbitious project « Instezd we plumbed for & bit
of deer-stelking , end & generel exploretion of the Huts environg
es for most of ug this wes our first visit to the Wsikameks .

Our progrsmme wag &s follows - Seturdsy , The whole party
went up the stream to the Rangi Saddle , then divided into. two
parties , one going up Rangi and back via the Weipswa Seddle j§ the
other meking ite way slong the Rongotie Ridge znd beck by the scree
Sunday ¢ After gome discussion as to the relstive merits of the two
routes to thé Rsngi Ssddle, we egein divided into two parties , the
first going up the river teking 1 hour 10 minutes, the gecond teking -
55 minutes up the scrée end slong the tops « This seems to prove the
cage for the ridge route es the perty hed dry feet s well |} Owing
to @ misunderstending the Ridge Perty didn't weit on the saddle but
went off on & brief stelk , lesving & note under & rock away up the
ridge - of 511 pleces !} Consequently, when the river party errived
on the sgddle there wes nothlng to show that the others had preceded-
them, so gfter wsiting % hour they too wrote = note which they left
conspicuously on the seddle . Then they proceeded down in to the
Kewhateu vie the disced treck end the Rengi Creek . After shooting =
nine-pointer steg et the Junction , they were returning when the other
perty errived rether peeved at heving been fore-stelled ! Thence beck
to the hut where the Cooks ‘turned on & =tew , soup etc. quite up to
the Club's ususl stendsrd . _ B )
Mondey « The westher hed deteriorsted so we pscked out teking 27 hours
thus concluding e most enjoyeble trip + The whole psrty wes _
unenimous in their thenks to those members who erected the Hut and
blezed the trsils, thus meking trips like théQ B§891ble .

. - : 0 VY o
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EASTER IN THE KAWEKAS.

We left Hestings st nine o'clock Fridey morning end by noon
were enjoying & combined sunbsthe &nd lunch et the Swemp Housc .
After egelecting our sheets of iron end fixing reslly snsppy nendles
of wire, msnuke, or s demesk serviette (according to taste) we
tottered slong the treck towsrds thet delightful pléce known as the
Shinglée-glide. However, after en extremely long hour we a8ll agréed
thet our hesvy trsffic license hed expired . A four-dey e ck plus
two sheets of irom is juet too much ... certeinly . The iron was
left under menuks for the night, znd on we scrembled up the shingle-
glide which gets tougher every yesar . . Along the tops we' hed a wind
of gele force end odd gspegms of haeil to contend with end we were very
plessed to reech the Kiwi Seddle Hut a2t spproximetely 515 pemo

’ - & beeytiful fire wes 1lit , so nice thet every ome preferred to

git by the fire most of the night . 4Although we retired sbout

8 o'clock, the entire perty wes up egein from 1.30 to spproximately

3 2ems just keeping the fire compeny .. BND heving & boil-up too »

Fresh enow was sround next morning, . Cold ?%°?
‘Seturdey morning greeted us with low clouds, &nd we

hesiteted to return to the LUVERLY pieces of irom wgiting for us

over the hilles , By 10 2.m. however, we hsed no excuse &g the mist

had 1lifted , so awey we went with empty pecks, oilskins, odd bits

of food ete. which we left et the lsst pstch of bush on the tops .

4 billy of snow waes left in the sun in the vein hope that it might

melt by the time we returned, end aswsy we joyfully ssiled down the

gscree, collected the iron end then reelly sterted climbing « This

took considerebly more time then expected, and it was & very hungry

crew who eventually enjoyed their boiled snow'n cocoe, end bread end

honey at 3 peme sfter an hour or 8o welking sidewsys through sScrub,

trees etc., (we were cerrying sheéts of irnn, remember ?) the hut

wgg reeched esnd our burdens cerefully tucked ewzy o The boys were

given wood end weter duty, whilst the girls DID the stew . This

wes eegily the best atew ever mede in the Kswekses . »
We hed plenned to lesve Kiwi Saddle Hut eerly Sundey, but low

misty clouds med2 us wonder if perheps we ghould cancel our trip.

to Keweke Hut vie Trig J gnd the Céirn « However, we sterted off zat

745 a.m. and shortly efterwards the clouds lifted end a more perfect

dey in the mounteins could not be hed . Deer were roering in zll

directions end fresh hoof merks were seen e¢verywhere . Photos were

teken of Ruepehu, Ngeurvhoe, Stags, etc. 4&n early lunch was gnjoyed

on 4915 , end then without pascks we gelloped off to Trig J. &4 little

wey on towerde the 0ld Fence Line & greet battle wes fought with ‘

gnow ege emmunition . 14 hours leter we were shouldering pecks sznd

hesding for the Keweks Hut , which oWing to the fact thet we dropped

down too soon end lended in the cectus was not reached until £bout

5030 » 4 long end very enjoyesble dey .

Unfortunetely the previous occupents of the hut had neglected
to dry the billies and very rusty, dirty-looking billies they were
too «, three of which had to be thrown eway ss they were ugcless .

Brezkfest on Mondey legted for sevéral'hours, the leader
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getting hers in bed (other parties please note ). The weather had
definitely changed and rain wes not far swsy « After a wood
chopping contest and a lunch of hot scones eté., we set off for the
road . Once in the ILeke District we found ourselves surrounded by
- eager stelkers . With & brilliant Terten shirt in the front of the
perty end & bright yellow jersey et the reer, we menasged to evade
being teken for the "beg" the stelkers were sfter . A

We left per truck et 4,20, still hecking et the last loef of
breed end using up the lesst screp of honey, snd looking beck &t
where the mountsing were now obscured by whet looked like snow fzlling.
We certeinly were lucky with the westher for Esster 1949.

Number in Pértys 5  Shirley Single, Muriel Shew, Les Crisp,
o John Mitchell, Pster Lowe .

Ileader ¢ M + Shew .
NEW MEMBERS

Members elected at the last Committee Meeting were - Alve
Cutler, Alen Ouleghzn, Bill Wilkie, Bernerd Piesse snd Geoff.Piesse.
We welcome them to the Club end wish them good tramping .

ADDITIONS TO LIBRARY

- Our thanke szre due to Norm. Elder for his generous donstion
of two books to the Club Iibrery - "Waipoue Netional Perk" by
MeGregor snd "William Colenso® by Bagnell &nd Petersen .

Williem Colenso might be termed the forerunmer of trempers
in Hawke's Bey « His perish extended south to Wellington snd West
to Teupo end Inlend Pstee . 1In his zeel he journeyed twiece & yeer
to Wellington end back on fodt, trezmping down the cosst from
Weimersme snd returning through the Weirérepe, or vice versa .
At leest once & yéer he &lso mede the journey to Inlsnd Pstes ,
often meking 2 double traverse of the Ruehines, but sometimes on
the outwerd journey trsmping through Kuripspengs or round by Teupo.
All H.T.C. members will find thig book perticulerly interesting .

SUBSCRIPTIONS

Meny of lsst yesr's subscriptions sre etill uynpeid . The
&ugust number of "Pohokura" cznnot be forwarded to members whoge
subscriptions for 1948 heve not been received .




May 14515th
Mey 29th

June 4-6th

June 26th
July 10th
July 24th

fugust 7th

August 10-20th.
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FIXTURE LIST

KIWI HUT WORKING PARTY

R4BBIT GULLY

KING'S BIRTHDAY WEEK-END

KIWI HUT wORKING PARTY

. or WAIK AMAK S

- HOWLETT'S

HAWKESTON GORGE.

MAORI ROCK - KOHINERLKAU.

SHUT-E 76 SHACK & TRIG 66.

TE M4Ts PRAK

CH4ATEAU TRIP - SKIING.
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