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We should like to offer an apology to members for the delav in the issue
of the Bulletin; production has been held up owine to a shortare of stencils.
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LINDSAY LLOYD, who has returned to us bonni

ier and briehter than ever. As he
is busv at the moment dealing with H.E.'s apple crop, we haven't seen him as
often as we would 1*ke, but we hope he won't de for a

sert the Club entirsly
more  civilised wavy of life, .

KON CRaIG still the same old Ron who launched himself i

dive from the top of & cebbage tree at Herrick's Hubt! He's back with the old
flrn (#. & XK.}, so we hope to see hinm out with us when he has time to settle
in to civvy lifs egain.

n & rcraceful swellow

BILL, ”NOBBLV" HaViaN, who spent a ?eu davs in Hast

inrs recentlv and reacwed
0ld friendships once again.,  As Bill doubts whsether he will be

stationed in
Hastines in the. future we should have liked him to stav lonrer, but no.doubt
he'll be making a re t*rn triv this wav some time again.
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TO THOSE MEMBZRS MO STILL REMAIN IN "F

REICN PARTS™,

Frenk Simpson:  Our last first-hand information of Frank was from Mabel Tyatt
who saw him in Wellineston a few weeks aroc and dulv reported

to the H.T.C. We had hoped to sse -ou, Frank, but flvine bie shots about

evidentlv takes up most of vour time. - WNext trip, perhaps, and what a re-

union it will be! Good flving and best of luck from us &ll at homs.

Bruce Beechey: ‘e were pleased to hear of vou throurh "¥obbly" and to know
vou are still keeping up the old traditions, Bsech. e

were looking forward to welcoming wvou back to the fold and were indsed sorrv
to hear the reason for vour extended stay in England. Please accept the
gympathy of the Club and our hope that when next we hear from vou the news
will be brirhter. 411 the bsst, Beech, from the H.T.C.

Hugh Nelson: How goes the bies ecame hunting, Hugh? ¥e enioved rettine a
Tetter from vou as vou ars the onlv member, so far, who has tarried in Indis
for any lenegth of time, e hope vou ret an opportunitv, before vou leave, of

gazing at the Himalavas from somewhere a little closer than Madras, A1l the
best from the gang,

Sealy Wood: The latest from Sealy brines the news that he is now in
England. Good luck, Sealv, and best of luck .from the H.T.C.

- -
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From HUGH NELSON - ladras, 20th November, 1945.

Dear ‘ngus and membsrs of the H.T.C., ‘
It was very kind of vou to send me a parcel, which arrived some time aro.

A bit of N.Z. food was rmuch apprecisted. And thanks, Ancus, for a lone letter

with some gen on Ruapehu; I wonder how it is brewing up now. You seem to be
getting around more than ever, and going places the tourh wav.

I have been working at Madras for about eight months at the H.?. of an
‘ares including the south end of Indie and east coast up to Visarapatam. it
has been the most active L. of C, Area in India, with the landine Craft bases
for attacks on Malaya, etc. As I heaven't hsd anv leave vet I haven't bsen
able to go lookine for anv snow, in fact it's hard to remember what snow looks
like und feels like. - The neaerest I have been to the Himalavas is Delhi and
that is 1260 miles from here. =S & trip up there involves s bit more than a
trip from N.Z. to Australia, I expect it misht be some time before I make it.

I believe Himalayve climbing could be done qguite easilv. the W.Z. wav.
There seems to be a lot of bull spoken about larse orranisations) expenses,
and political complications. Even for & week's walk up *o' 2 rlacier the
custom is to take several mules, drivers, servants, water-carriers and what-
heve-you which sesms quite unnecessary. 3y teking some concentrated food to
go with the local rice it should be possible to ro & long wav in =z long time.
The trains are ideal for the W.Z. system, beins rather rupped. Vou heve a
wide 4~berth or 8-berth compartment big enough to teke a couple of trunks per
person. There is no service znd vou hav: to provide vour own bedding.. The
locals use their own cookine tackle in the compartment too.

If I don't =et up North I hope to ret some leave some time and co to

Munsar in the snamallal Hills, near Cochin, and ret some walking, cool air, and

maybe shoot & paather or see some wild elephants and tirers, There isn't nuch

about here in the way of fancv animals, other than the usual monkevs. Up north
vou see tame elephants fooline about and camels, parrots and veacocks. Inciden~

tally I took a walk round the Tai Mahsl when I was in Agra, It certainlv is
rather « beautiful buildine in pleasant gardens.

This is'not a bad sort of place to live in, if vou eet used to if, and life
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. I think
her is cool
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it. last week it go

has been very comfortable in spite o
at least for the army and Zuropean p
less upset by the war than N.Z. T
monsoon started bringing soms rein w

a bloke to’ nced & blanket at nig nt.
.Well, I guess it might be 2 long time before I go back o N.,Z,, but I
certainly ‘locok forward to getting back to the best countrv there is.
I wish vou 8ll 2 happv Xmas anu mav the New Year be a bicger and bstter

one for the Club.

Yours sincerely,
. Hugh ¥elson,
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CLUR MEETINGS.,

Qur hunt for a new Club room came to an end temporarilyv, when we were able
to secure the use of the Red Cross room for Club mestines, This has definitely
solved the accommodation problem and Club moetlnvs are now conducted with some
measure of comfort for members. ;lthou h in the meantime we have to store our
belongings, we feel that as a temporary "home from home' we could do no better,
and at least we have & roof over cur heads while we walt for somethins permanent
to show up. : : S

Members have been verv regular in attendance at meetings, which have
proved. as lively and popular as ever, We are indsbted to those people who
have come along to give talks and show films at Club evenines and to those mem~
bers who have stepped into the breach end given impromptu talks when needed.
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LONG  TRIPS.

The limitine of weight oh long trips is a matter that will to be con-
sidered seriously now that we are goinr to get bBack to normal tramping conditions
No one eniovs carrying & heavy pack; 1if vou carrv one on a woek—end trib, pres-
umably you do so for vour own amusement, and that is vour own ﬁffavr it takes

23

all sorts to make a partv, But on 2 long trip what each one carries affacts
the whole party and mev affect the success of e trip , besides beinr an addition-
al and harrassing worrv to an aireadJ preocecupied Leader. CIn planning ‘a trip

he is entitled to assume that every member of the partv starts fit, or.stays at
home, but an overloaded member is 1usn as much of a drag as an unfit one,
besides the inecreased risk of & drack-up. And so the oririnal £rip must Dbe
curtailed, off if carried out made considerably more a“duous for a1l concerned,
with early starts snd strict timinp, regerdless of wearv fTeet and muscles.

The New Year trip was a case in peint. The averarge weight roine in was
over 45 lbs. and coming out after & davys!' travelline was about 35 lbs., whereas
25 1lbs. would have been & more reasconable figure. This mav be compared with

the Ksimasnawe party of New Vear 1639 which went in at 42% 1lbs, and reached
HWaiouru, 9 davs after, averaging(26 lbs. with 21 1b, of rations in hand, suffic-
jent for 2 more days for © people (The 1%48 trip had about 1R 1b, of ra+1ons ;
left, say barely enough for &no ner da ay for a partv of twelve.) ;

A fair maximum load for a girl can be taken as 35 1lbs., for a. man 45 SQ:«
lbs. if a trip is to be Dcrformvd 4n reasonabls comfort The basic figures -
are 201bs. of personal gear, 2 - 2% lbs. per dav of food and it must not be
forgotten that a further 25 lbs. per person for share of tents, billies, ‘slasher

gtc., must be added., acu;tablv evervone should carry his or her quota of food




and gear in addition to personsl equipmsnt, but in practice the leader has to

consider the party as a whole and even up loads - consequently everv additionsl
personal weight becomes an additional burden shared bv the whole partv, who to
g gregter or less extent are carrvine food and tents for the offendine members.
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CLUB LIBRARY

A maior victorv has been won! At lone last our President has produced a
book case worthyv of housing the excellent collection of books that now constit-
ute our Club librarv. Both bookcase and books are to be found =t Mr, Lovell-
Smith's Studio and it is to bs hoped that membsrs will aveil themselves of the
opportunity to get some rsally good *ead‘ng meatter., e are indebted to WMr,
Lovell-Smith for his kindness on allowing us to keep the librarv there in the
meantime.
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TRACK ¥~KING.

-

In Cclenso's First Crossing of The Rushine hs speaks of the Maori msthod of
track-marking, called pawhat*whati, which tl V follomed on their first ascent
of Te Atua Mehuru. This consisted of the f=breaking of a prominent twig on
five-finger or lestherwccd, or a fern frond to mark & route, which is, of
course, still in use for marking private or temporarv routes, but blazing has
become the usuzl method of marking permensnt tracks, and a recent modification
is discing. . 4

Blazing is devilish essy and it's devilish permanent. Just as everv men
who carries & rifle is not a stalker, so everv man who cérriss a slasher is not
& bushman. Tracks are blazed, but windfalls come down and undererowth comes up
and fresh blazes and snicks eppear all over the place. Then someons comes down
in & hurry in mist or in failing light &nd spends a merrv half-hour floundering
and cursing, and probebly adding = few snlcks on his cown account.  And whatever
you 40 to clean the mess up the false blazes remain to bedevil some future
traveller. : ,

Discing gets over that, at least, and besides their uniformitv of shape and
colour are unmistakably recognisable. The technique for discing a permanent
track is fundamentally the same. as for blazing. Carefyl preliminary examination
of the route in both directions is essentisl before a slasher is lifted, to
ensure that everv cut will be on the selectsd track, £s the whole obiject is to
enable this to be traversed at a steadv pace, without checks, even in poor visib-
ility, sharp turns should te avoided, minor kinks eliminated, and undersrowth
cleared back to cive the effect of & series of straicht lanes, while discs, 1like
blazes, should be placed where the eve will automaticallyv glence for them.
This point appesars to be on some prominent obisct, such as a bare tree trunk
about two chains ahcad on sasy going, a chain or lecs where the pace 1s slower,
and on the most effortless line of sight, that is to sav somewhﬂre between the
horizontal &nd the line of the track, sav a foot below eve level on the flat,
lowsr on up grades and higher on down grades. A few trial runs over .a track
will soon establish the best nos¢tlod, snd here discs naVﬂ & big advantage over
blazes in that their position can be altered if an error should have been made
Method. The reconnaissance partv will have probably concluded by tacking up
T & few discs, marking or back-marking the route, as conditions mav require.
The permanent discine is then carried out bv & pair, one nailine and the other
carrving, for the aotual weleght of discs mounts up surprisinglv, and fiddling
with nails, etc., in thi~k bush is awkward. £ third, travslling & chain or
two hehind (or when back-discing the same distance ahead) signals the best
position for visibilitv so that each disc can be seen from the next position.
&S undergrowth has frequentlv to be cleared from the line of sight 1t is

Je




o

W

5.

convenisnt to have one of the track clearing gang workine in between.

The beginning, end end anv intersections of tracks can convenientlv be
indicated by suitablv marking a few discs. In the case of the Rushines the
track numbers of the 1842 track list are bclng used,

The marking of Coclenso's Spur {(Jan., 184%8 3, rerhaps two miles of bush track.
end three miles in all, was substantisllv completed in one trip. taking aboub
13 man-davs actual lv on the job and using some 300 discs (which will probably
be increased to 350 when back-discing is completed). These with clouts (1 in.
& 1% in.), hammers, etc, weighed about 25 lbs. H ammers aoctuallv were- not
used, as a tomahswk, wnhich could #lso be used for cubtting obscuring branches,
proved more convenient. l-in. clouvts will probably rrove too short »s the
bark on old beeches is prettyv thick. Numbered discs werse placed (1) at the
take off from the Makaroro, (2) a pair at the junction of Barlow's Track, (3)
on the knob coming off Te stua ¥shuru trig. This last and two more discs
leading to the track across the scree were mounted on 3-ft. marker voles with
cairns built round them, 4 stone arrow was also laid from the first pole as
the route swings out considerablv to the S.E.

=~~==0000000- =~~~

SOCIAL NOTES,

The Club extends congratulations to ¥r. and Mrs. Cliff Huomt
North on the birth of their daurhter,

f Palmerston

]

We would like to wish Heather Baird and John Collins all +the best for
their future happiness, Thev announced their encarement some fime ago and
have recelved the individual congratulations of most of the Club members
here, but this is OFFICI..L!

_ To Clem and Joan Smith go our verv best wishes and conrratulations on
their recent marriage. Their home is in Hapiler axd thev assurs us of a
very warm welcome should anv Club members pop in some time.

~=-=0000000~~~~
We should like to welcome the following new members and to wish them
happy. tracping with the Club:-
J. Goymour, ¥uriel Gullen, Ruth Hill, ¥arv Moronev, T. Cockroft,
L. Masters, ¥, Cooper.
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CLUB TRIFS.

268 New Year 1946,  Nerthern Kaimenawa Ngapuketura.
Qﬁﬁu&%‘a tblo 7t
The object of this trip was to ﬂleaA up the difficulties of the country
between uganuketura and Taupo, which have perplexed several perties in the club's
history. The decision to go in from Taupo involved a long road 7ourncv and
mede the trip an expensive one, but the rccul s were satisfactorv.

With a car practically to oquclv we were able to beruile both ourselvs
end the driver with song and storv on the road. 4 fyuel failure on the Ranra-
teiki Plains afforded a suitabls luncheon intervael till some pood Samaritan
with & 40-gallon drum turned up &nd siphonsd enocuch in to see us to Taupo.

_ Just bevond the Weimarino stream ws debussed and set off up a side road,
camping in = clump of beech on the river after 23 hours mostlv throuch bracken.

Most of next mornines we headed for the ridee scuth of the river throuch
bracken, but as it began to appear that the va71cv was much longer ard swung
further south than shown on the mep we returned to it and had 3 hours' very good
going, with nc signs of cattle, to ths fcot of & high ridgs. Here we beiled
up, then left the river, carrying ocur water and camped on the ecrest of the ridege
at 3650 with Hgapuketurs acress an inner vallev to ths east of us.

The direction of this va lley was upcertaln, but in the mornlnz we work d
round the northern end of it and had a late lunch just below the trig, where ws
retrieved the Easter party's note and spent halfl an hour surveving the landscape
and plamning our itinﬂrary. then droppred into the Ranritikei and descended an
hour to the camp site at the Forks.

Hers we spent a couple of nights, some taking a dav off tc rest their
weary bones, or potterineg abount, while o+hn"s made &n excursion alons the Island
Range as far as the Mskorakoe Saddle. provec+ to climb Makorako was damped
by & sudden storm of rain and sleet agalay which thev battled their wav home
taking a prscipitous descent to the hsad of the gorge and wading down to the camp.

In spite of showsrs in ths night the weather was clear snourh next morning
to proceesd to the head of the Walpakihi with onlv a little more than the ususl
trouble in locating Ignimbrite Saddle. Having satisfied ocurselves that the
stream flowing N.#W. from the Waipakihi was the Walotaka ws crossed the end of
the Umukarikari range and started to follow a tortuous bush ridpe which, starting
well, led us on to a scrubtv top with numsrous windfalls which pave us t e worst
travelling of the trip, and we ended up for the night on & lvdee 2t the end of a
stesp spur dropping off into & branch of the Whitikau. '

New Year's Day opened auspiciouslv with & rood start and an easy sidling
through a forest of enormous beech, matal and mountain totars, some of the latter
of 20 ft. girth or more, into the saddle, and eventuallv down an easv well
tracked spur into the #aiotaka. The stream wes fairlv narrow and rouch, but san
hour down ws struck a.well formed lorging track on which we made fast time o
the bush~-edge. A seeminglv interminable and dusty tramp throurh featurcless
manuke and bracken took us through the prison camp on tc the main road nesar
Turangi. He had visions of & plsasant cemp for the last night under kowhais
perhaps on the shores of the lske, but this lay some distance awav, so we follow-

=
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ed the road in sesrch of watser, onlv to find preat areas of swsmp and blackberrv
on either side. After & heart-bresking search we worked on to the mouth of the
Waimarino, to find a chillyv wing itn & surf breaking on a narrow strip of damp
pumice with a mosquito infested swamp behind it, so we returned to s small
clearing in the blackberrv bv the road and ate « larece meal by ‘orchllmnu.

The mornine was dull and showsry but we had plentv of time to pack up
before the arrival of the service car. Our return to civ1l ation and the
sight of various startled scquaintances from Taupo onﬁa;ds made us realise our

2
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deed no one their
e

battered, btewhiskered and sunburnt appsdrance, still “s bheenm
shermen, thigh-~deep

e
ideas about enjoving a holiday, least of all the sarnest i
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in the lake, and rolled home, with the same driver, to an overclonded and
murky Hewkes Bav, singing and sleeping by turns.

¥o. in partv: 12
Leader © ¢ Worm %lder.
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270. Jen. 1S5th-21lst. anniversary Dav. COLENSO TEACK.-
J{,E.%’,W« ;B }G 7 2.

The all for e working partv at Thursday's mesting must have seemed to the
audience all strange and pre-war, for only & handful, aided bv a still smaller
week-end partv, showed a flicker of interest. However it made control much
simpler - on balance, probably, an advantape, for this was our first attempt at
discing and a certain amount of nsw techniqus had to be acaonired.

Saturdav morning's shower head brought the Maksroro up in a curious slumgull-
ion of deed leavess and green slime, but not encugh to cause delsv. "¢ pitched
camp upstream of the spur and in +hc afternoon took the bulk of the discs up to
the start of the flat top, across which we ran g vougn line threadine the multi-
plicity of old blwzes, The wesk-snd partvy Were in camp when we returned and
had made themselves tno“ougnlv st homc. .

. On Sundav we shifted camp up to "alokongenge io" convenience do ne & little

Ce,
discing on the lower spur ;n route, but reserving our enerples for % afternoon.
"One partv returnsd aﬂd made & job of the plateau, whilc the other wen t the
other wav and merked ths Junctlon with Barlow's Track. ‘ :
~s the plateau partv were finishing up, the week-end partv camE»snakine
through, dead on schedule. fave them & handful of disces to £111 in gaps further
down, then set off uphill to pick up the top party and ramble up to Cedar camp
doing a little desultorvy hacking and marking, till hunger drovs us down to camp
sgain and an ¢VcnlnF of food, firelight and stars,
¥ondev's csneral idea, was arn sarlv start, & visit to Tris T. to view
Davidson's laske, 2 little incidental discing sn d scrub clearine abovs and below
the seres, together with an garlv rebturn to restore Heather to Hiumosana, is
hes so often happensd this attempt to overfill the unforgiving minute, led to
several modifications in the rrogrqmmc (chieflv to Heather's.prosramme. )
The exhilarating lash into leathsrwood took time, an unfamiliar seree-plant |
further delay, then rncus' alrn~buil ing instincts were aroused, &nd 2 frenzied
28 emutupo &t 1 p.m., hunger, thirst and the effluxion of
t, in Spltb of perfecet conditions. Even so it wes
six ot'eclock bv 1 had returned, eaten and struck cemp, so thet we had
barely resched (told reek by nightfall and cams on down to the mill in the dark,
whers we were most kindlv asked in for supper bv ¥r. and ¥rs. CGrant, On the
stroke of midnight we were passing the Havelock clock still hesdineg for our beds.

¥
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scene ensued,
time forced us t
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3 week-end.

No. in party & &
Norm ®ldsr.
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272. Feb. 17th. KAHURANAKT,

After some sfforts with a tow-rope alone Te Kata Road, tw
s

t Te o rg sst off on
a promising morning. We lsft the cars &t the woolshed, ant set off (some sorrow
from thoss hopeful of river

verside idlensss), round the southern end of Kahursnaki.
It took about two hours to r

re

m

gach the bush gullv, but this was so drought- strlckeﬂi
that we continusd downstream to see what turnsd up. Angus and Clem agitated two
eels, and & third was adm red n deep water, but our lunch was fishless after all
Two intrepid <ouls swam in a deep black pool, and we spent some time to the
ound of a waterfall, eating, idling and gossiping (and chesine flies). Ons:,
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s low and cool-
3 brovgh* us
sseued thre

hlli var i

Clem and Angus voted for & return over the top, the re
er (7) rosd round the northern end of the hilk,  Surpr:
nesrly to ths top, and not content with this feat, ws T Y
sheep from & boggv weter-hole.  Triumphant and nu ddv, we mst t
above the cars, and set oz‘.‘*r for home., “& stopped for tea-lass
river, the wind being too strong for a fire on the drv rivsrbed
unexpected thing reported was the momentarv sound of rain patte
in mid~drought, A verv pleasant dav.

The most

Yo. in partv ¢ 9
Leader ¢ U. Gresnwood.
“~-‘OOOOOOO*f--
275, March rd. Blackberrying, mhh KoH
A partv of four {on bikss) left Stortfﬂrd Lodge at 9.30 a.m., and wers

pessed en roube bv the remainder of ths party rrOfaed*qc bv car,  Westher not
verv inviting - rain in sarlv morning - howcv it brightened up consideradbly

and looked like a fine dav., Arrived out gt "@llwood's 10.32 a.m., left bicvoles
ete., and proceeded down river bed in search _ ¢s. Discovered ws
were much too prav*oue for them, thev wers rat ber few and fer betwsen. Crossed
the riverbsd o boéil up for lunch, &after which we "on+jhued the blackberrv pick-
ing - some much more spthusizstic than others. £ sreat deal of thunder during
afternocn, the storm clouds finallv broke at 4 p.m., end the bikers had an exceed-
inglv wet but speedy trip home. - & very enioveble dav, but decided we should
‘have left our blackberrving trip until later in the season. -

‘No. in partv : 10 ‘
leader : June Hvland.

~»==0000000-=~~

274. March 17th, “orking Partv, KA®EKAS,
oL lreern o :

Twenty left per lorrvy from Holt's shortlv aftsr 5.30 &.m. - shades of early
tremping dsvs, one-dav trips from davlight on! = The partv consumed a hearty
breakfast at the cresk and left for ‘the nut l?dfr with mélthoid -and wire netting.
Reeched the hut sbout noon. The tough ones took the malthoid and wire nstting
on to ths top of the ridge while the not so tougn relaxcd round the hut for a
couple of hours. On the wav home the driver allowed us time to dash after some
mushrooms ““d gbod time was had bv all.

No. in partv
leeder

20
L., Yolt,

~===0000C00===-
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276.  April 14th.

(e

2LLIS'S HUT.

sfter the prcllmlnarlcs of extracting tea out of the absentee leader and
locating another missing member in bed with 'f'lu two cars got eaway three quarters
of an hour lete = prettv fair under the circumstances,

It was & dey of crawling mist -and drizzle, making the fantastic Wakararas
even more fantastie.,  Duffls Flﬂt was mostlv eclear but *he Po%atuhaha Range
almost complebclv obscursd.

The track was first rate to the first saddle, then we missed the track o
the second'saddle and had a flounder in wet manuks, but prettv straight coing
onwards., - : : ‘




9e

In spite of rumours the hut was still whole, sven o the china door-knob
and though left dirtv by the last occupants in fair condition. The track
proved more difficult to follow on the return trlp, which took 3% as against
3 hours, so that it was dusk when we reached the cars, feelines that we had had
a devy. : )

No. in partv : I
Leader :

-3 =t
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19th~22nd. ELSTER, TAR-WERA,

on Fridsv mornine, arriving

&1,
guiries about the wvarious pesks
3
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at Tarsawe ﬁfter making en
in the district we pitcned the tents beside the pungs Piver and decided to
makes this our base camp. The wsather was beginning to bresk so we set off in
the late afternoon to explore the hills on the her side of the road, in the
hops of seeing the easiest wav of resching Tauar okino., Before anv view could
be seen the mist came down and we rsturned to the road, some of the partv made
for ths camp whilc the remainder followed the road in the hope of finding a
track scroéss the Walpunga River. ifter following & path down to the river we

u-m s

found it was impossible t¢ cross ss the river had risen. We returned to the
road to find a car blocking the wav and in true tramping stvlie we assisted the
car on its wev. e were no sooner on the roed again when the school bus picked

us up and our driver told us that the onlv route to Tatarsokinoe was bv walking
back the recad 5 miles and then 1t would take us aboub B hours before the Trig
was rsached. s had & lone discussion th“ nisht and decided that if it wss
fins on the Saturdav we would make &n early start and trv to find the risht track.
Howsver in the morning it turned out to be *oo misty and cloudv To attempt
Tataraokino, so startsd at 10 to climb Mt. Tarawerw (3000'): and just before
reaching the Tripg the view was once more obscurced, so we had lunch and followed
the ridge down to the roszd.

We were still keen to make an attempt to cross the
bridge was rather riskv aund the r*v r could onlv bz cross
after boiling up we resturned to camr at about 4.

Sundav turned out to be verv wet and just after 9 we set off to trv to
explore the 4himanawa Range.  The blackberries along the road were too luscidus
to pass without tasting and this proved to be a drawback when we later left the
road and startsd to climb, We followed the ridge in a ¥.¥, dirsction where the
bush was verv thick and t‘d‘e were a number of large rimus. Unfortunatelv we
took the wrong track and found oursslves on & blind spur so droppsd down. into

. .

the Okoeke kiver where ws thought we could sse Ngapou&ta and Otumakioi. e
followed the rwve* down untvl we struck the rcad again and returned to camp in
the pouring rain. 4 were glad to be able to azgain make use of the Hot Raths

before getting into our sl ¢ping bargs.
We awskened on Mondav morning to find the rain pourine down and all bush
and view hiddsn by mist. We took all morning to prepare our final feast and
after packing up in the rain we left by service car, arrivine st Napier in the
lats afternoon zfter a verv plessant Faster explorine new countrv.
‘No. in partv
lsader :
====0000000==~~
(End of next parse):-
then back to the woolshed for a boil-up at 4 o'clock., Wo sien of co
on the scene of the upset on the last trip! 'Home at a civilised hour.

No, in partvy : 14%.
leader : Nancv Tanner.
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8ix a.m. and rods of rain flashing psst the headlirhts. Hastings awsash
with surface water but no gondelas visible. £11 aboard end awav, Noel
slightly demp from & mishep in fording Herstaunga St. - sheets of sprav over
the bows at intervsls. The rain sased at Opaps - ther c: only intermittent
drizzls. & deserted Dannsvirke bus waes parked undsr Fukenui and we picksd up
the Tamski partv brewine up at the where along the road. The familiar faces
of Lucvy and Mavis. :

Ths weather was now clearing h blue sky visible up wind. 4s we
started on the sidling to the Stag's Head, a hail snnounced the wesk-snd
party, emerging from the wet bush in the Moorcock in the menner of Venus
snodyomene, _ : ,

We joined up dead on tims though still some half-hour from the appointe
rendezvous, and, after watchineg with intersst the disposal of Ansus's dav
rations in various hospitable packs, moved on. A conerste floor, some rusty
nails and & stack of old iron were all that rsmained of ths Steg's Head, and
we turned into the tlackensd wilderness of the uprsr Noorcock. Apart from
some tree ferns, flax and "elastic palm®, evervthing was blackensd and dead
thourh nowhere was there a clean burn, the dead twigs still toueh and seppv.
As we c¢limbed highar we could sse that the fire was confined to %£he Woorecock
vallev, leaving the Makeretu and Tukitukil practically untonched, i3 the mist
thinned end the sun shone through, we had strange 11ght1ng effects. Distant
figures shone white and spectral and beside us stalked a pale lunar rsinbow
with at its centre a Brocken spectre with a small brilliant rainbow encircling
it,

mi
's

]

The site of the FPohangina Hut was a shambles of mud and old tins, with
tin dog~kennel or doll's-house erected in the middle into which it might be
rossible to. -slide on a sheet of iron in an emergencv - the whole scene reminis-
cent of Polygon Wood in 1918, we found a drvi. . spot to boil up, and went on
at 1.15 to the top. The fire had just lipped over ths divide for no more than
s vard at Jan's ecairn, and Otumore was as it sver was. The view was patchv
with most coming and epoing, but we could pick up & wood desal from the Rlack
Range %m hc Tarakxi and over to Whanshuia. :

It was time to return, and we fogged tack to Milne's without undue delav,
where Ehe Herstaunga partv pécked intc their cars, while the Tamaki partv set
off down the road to reioin their bus at the road funchion,

And so but for & few wxchanges of rspartee along the road ended the first,
and we hope no%t the last, combined Heretaunga-Tamaki trip.

11. leadsr: Lucv Hodgson.
9. leader: Worm =lder.
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aiLbOn our?flrst

and a good muster

[

i ou% with the new truck we picked up onlv four in Hastines
e rom Havelock of ten and s half. After an unsventful trip to
Maragtotaras we lef he truck at the Parker's woolshszd. The leadsr and ths
leadsr's guide wer erv kindlv given & cup of tes when gettine permission to
cross the country wh le the rest of the partv froze outside - scod show! We
strolled through the bush aand had ‘us

‘ boll up at a creek, “‘ust to start ths dav
well. ifter making and unmsking & dam, the partv strolled on up to the heights

overlooking Waimarama and the ssa, sgzﬁ%lug round two bulls dozing in the sun -
where was Dave? There we found a lizard which prompily shcj his tail. The
lunch billv was boilsd farther on in & sunny spot, mainlv out of the wind.
Measuring the heirht of & tree by angles, shadows and twirs caused the more

energetic plentv of exercise.  After lunch we made our wav up to the trie, and

t
£
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PRIVATE TRIPS

Round trip, 8-10/7/45, Tuckett and Brenta Huts; Traverse of
Cima Tosa.

P&66H: Rope One: Neil Hamilton (1eader) Cy NZAC

Alan Wilson
Geoff. Sowman

Rope Two; Colin Grsy OSCNZAC Rope Three: Bob Stewart MC
Bob Lysll Sealy Wood HTC
Lloyd Jenkins

Tramperss Bob Wallace
"Pop" Campbell

An expectant pariy of ten set out from Tuckett on 8/7/4
after tea for a round trip of Brenta and Tosa Huts, under the
Wary eyes of "Dag" -(ifeil Hamilton) and "um" -(Colin Grey).

Two of us had been on mountains before; these two being from
the CiiC and the HTC, but what the others lacked in eprrience
was easily made up by the exuberance and fitness of ycu*h.

A rain-storm marred the outset but the pleasure of putting
up at the exceedingly comfortable Brenta Hut more than offset
this discomfort, Incidentally, the magnlzlceqt appointments and
the hosplballty at all the Italian Y'pifugios" were an eye-opener
to those of us who have pigged it in New Zegland's mountain huts.

A start at 5.30 a.me finished our rather restless night and
after a stesady plod across a &al¢ey and up the snow, we arrived
at the pass Bocca DF Ambles at 8 o "zlock. Here the marty separated,
Bob Wallace and "Pop® Tampbell electing to proceed by the valleys
and tracks to the Tosa Hut after negotiating the steep snow Just
off the Pass. Three ropes were organised, Well leading Allen %Wil-
son and Geoff Sowman, and Colin 'mothering" Lloyd Jenkins and
Bob Lyall, with Bob Stfewart and Yours Truly on a roving rope:

The rock climb up Toza was thoroughly enjoyed by all, and was
without incident; thanks to the careful and cheerful way in
which Neil and Colin led thelr inexperienced charges. The firm
steep ridges were a treat to work on, alnhougn some rubbiishy
rock near the sunmis was very reminiscent of the Cook Ranges.
The climb took just on three hours - one rope claiming fifteen
minutes shorterﬂ and one languishing fifteen minutes later

The view was hﬂIOrtLﬁaublj narred by mists f£illing all +hu sur-
rounding valleys and obscuring the tops except for a glimpse
or two of the Cima di lelavOLa. The . alod along the snow ridge
of the sumniit was also u@rbvafdedg

Two highlights coloured the o.escent° The first was the nege-
otiation of a chimmey to take us dowvn to the scree slopes. Here
Neil excelled as an anchor and appearcd to enjoy hugely dangling
a guecession of writhing bodies over the edge. A belay half-way
down made a relay of the descent, Nell swinging dovm at the end
with his customary aplomb. The sccond highlight was the thrill
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of a snow glissade for about 400 fect, and by the popular acclaim
this form of descent was thoroughly approved by the ncophytes.

- Porty minutes plod to Tosa Hut found the padrone and his
family and assoclates in hospitable vein, and we were treated
to fine beds, and excellently cooked supper and the odd noggin
of vino. Bob and "Pop" were well installed when we arrived hav-
ing steadily kept on around the valleys strenuously resisting
the temptation to head off dowm an inviting strada to CampiZlio.
I was delighted to fimd two or three of the residents who spake
French, and was able to enjoy a good old natter and an exchange
of pleasantries.

A memorable cvening was passed around the kitchen fire with
songs and music from all sides, notably, from our point of view,
from threc Italian cligibers who entertained us with their beauntif~
fully harmonized local and mountain songs.

Bacon and egg sent us off in happy mood next morning but
our hopes of a climb over Cima Brenta were dashed by the mist
which was rapidly spoiling all the outlook by the time we had
tramped around to Tuckett Pass. So we Jjoined the skiers and re-
turned to Tuckett Hut, full of hopes for the morrow. ‘

Let me here pay tribute to Neil Hamilton who organized us;,
led us; fed us and put up with us in his own inimitably cheer-
ful fashion; and let me also applaud the organisers and the
staff of the New Zealand Alpine Leave Centrc for the fine Job
they have done and the fine holiday they have given us.

“i; Su WOO@ Oapta Z Z:EO.,

Waipukurau, 9/4/46.

Hi Gang! o :

‘ Before I get started on this long and intensely interes-
ting narrative, let me say at the outset that anything herein
contained in no wey prejudices my oft-repeated statement - "Thh
Ruahines Stecnk'. '

Howsomever, a party of enthusiasts (shod for the greater
part with wedgies and brogues) gathered at the Post Office on a
recent Sunday morning prepared to be led anywhere in the moun-
tings. I led 'em, all right! I badly wantcd to sce the Waikameka
Hut again, so there they went, and to my great and pleasant aur-
prise, they went exceedingly well, The Hut was reached in under
three hours; which, for zblosute new chums, speaks for itself. I
might mention that the leader found it necessary,; going up the
saddle, to stay at the tail of the field in case anybody couldn't
make ity or something. It went over, aanyway, I hope. We lunched at
the Hut, and true to type, they lunched and lounged at length,
and werec most reluctant to set off up the creek again. The Hut
incidentally is in great order, well stocked with wood and carries
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the blessings of numerous stalkers indebted to the H.T.:C, for a
night's shelter.

On the way home, I led the poarty into Top Camp and tactfully
pointed out the need for some sort of bivvy and how nice it would
be if the Woipuk. people could creccet their own hut ‘ete. ete. The
seed has been sown and will need only =2 little cultivation, and
then Wailkomaka will not be such = nlghtmarc to some pcople I know.
Remember the winter of '39 June? (sounds 2 bit like the Klon#yke
or something, that,)

At all events the whole party came out very happy and very
tired and konday morning were rearing to go again. So keen were
they, that a fortnight later; they were at it again and despite
a proper muddle through the vagaries of the weather man, a gang
of twentyfour, including Ursula's party of six from Hastings,
set out for Armstrong's Saddle via Shut Eye. For the second time,
the weather was poifect, (ref. my statement third line, 1st DATE, )
and the first party left the cars about 10,18 and being led to
the Dbus hilne were told "the track's in there somewhere. Help your-
selves", Fine leader: Anysay they found it without much trouble
and 1 brougbt the remainder of the Waipukurau contingent on about.
an hour later. The track is well defined, although I understand
Aille and Ursula and June decided that it definately needed disc-
ing! You'll have to bring a crowd down Norm and decide for your-
self. We lunched at Shut Bye, that dreadful hovel, and prompted
one of the Govit. cullers in residence to say "Blimey - we haven't
seen S50 many girls for months!' NWoel proved a tower of strength
by running up to the tarn for water, which was in short supply
at the Hut, and after the cullers had turned on a very, very
murky brew for us, about half the party set off for the tops %o
see if there was anything left of Armsitrong's plane. There wasn't,
and after admiring the view - Ruapehu was visible although girt
with cloud -, we turned for home. Five o’clock saw us down at the
bottom, and twentyfour very heppy trampers hecaded for thelr res-
pective nests.

The local trampers are still keen and their next outing will
be a week-end to the Kaweka Hut, with of course your permission.

Cheerio kids and all the best.

Cap. Cooke

NS o 1o 1 T T

From Vera Peplov.

fle had a grand trip over the Graham Saddle in glorious weath-
er. Left De La Beche Hut at four a.me in star and moonlight - a
a beautiful effect just like fairyland. Our pace was slow and it
took us twelve hours to reach the Alma Hut. We set off next mor-
ning about 9 a.m. 2nd about tenish we had fortunately got throug
the worst of the ice fall., We came tc a2 crevasse about five or s
feet wide and 1 shivered on the brink and said I couldn't get a-
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across but the others both said I could and I did. Cne of the
men came over in a great leap and somehow tripped on his cram-
pons, pitched heavily on his shoulder and into a water hole. Ve
strapped him up as well as possible and took 5% hours instcad
of 2 to get off the glacier. It was rather a grim Jjourney and

I felt so terribly sorry for him because he was so terribly
keen about everything. We stayed at the Franz Josef on Friday
and Saturday but didn't do much there. The bush scenery is lov-
ely of course; but 1t all seems very enclosed after this side
which I much prefer, ' :

On Sundsy morning we left for the Copeland with o youang
English girl who had had no previous expedience. In normal time
the track would be easy but it 1s so overgrown at present, you
just have to force your way through. It was over my head in lots
of places ond so we Jjust got soaked although it was o lovely day.
We only made the 12 miles to Welcome Hut thot Sunday instead of
18 to the Douglas. Heft at daylignt on londeyxm and the track was
worse and washed awoy in many places. It was hard going and I
certainly have no desire to travel the Copeland agaln in that
state. Clare was almost done and I was tired. Once out of the
bush it was alright for us but Clare got fzr behind when we
started to climb. The guide said we woulid hove to turn back, but
I just couldn't face the bush all over again. However, we went
on and made the Hooker Jjust befor dark, had sbout % hour rest,
and did the last 6 miles in the dark and you know what that
track is like. It tock just 13% hours from the Dougles Hut. A
meal was waiting for us and then 2 bath and bed. \ :

ot e s s e . s s i o (52 () (5 o e it o s s e e 2

STOP PRESS NEWS

e have to record with deep regret the departure of two of
our most faithful members, Molly Holineux and June Budd.

¥Molly has left Hastings to take up a position in Christ-
church. At a recent Club meeting members wished her the very
best of luck and presented her with an engraved ice axe. We
were loath to say farewell so we all forega*thered the next week
at the home of the Club Captain and spent a very happy evening
together. Our best wishes go with lolly for her future work.

June has thrown a spanner in the works by announcing from
the safe distance of Whangarel that she and Lervyn are to be
‘married on the twelfth of this month. While we regret we cannot
be on hand to gilve June a real tramping send-off, we would like
to wish them both every happiness together. A very happy evening
was spent at the home of Janet and Lindsay Lloyd when members
gatkered to show tangible appreciation of June's association
with the Club. It was a most profitable evening and June went
home with the "spoils'" brimming over the top of a clothes basket.

- e Q00 o e e e e
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High 8chool Trip.

A party of nine prefects of Hastings High School left on Sun-
day 26th kay for a projected: five dey. trip, over the iianson and Ka-
weka country. On iionday night the Log Cabin was r=ached via Te Iri-
nga. By Tuesday night those who had not previously been to the unan-
son Hut, slest there while the others camped at the Jjunction of the
iianson Creek and the Ngaruroro River. On Wednesday the party crossed
the Ngaruroro and went upstream (crossing three times) as far as the
tributary coming in from Kiwli Saddle. A wet camp was made beneath
the Saddle. Thursday morning brought bad conditions - a soaking rain.
and thick mist down to the altitude of the Saddle. Camo that night
was somewhat chesrless without & fire and without a knowledge of the
exact position on the main ridge. By Friday night the boys ascers
tained their position - half a mile south of Xiwi Saddle, and canmp-
ed just off the ridge on the Tutaekurl basin.

Faced with the choice of continuing north-east, Joining the
main range a’ Kalarahi (4915) and coming out via the Kaweka Hut,
or of recrossing the Saddle and coming out along the ridge leading
to the Kuripepango spur, the majority favoured the latier route.
Little progrese was made on Saturday: thick mist made it difficult
to keep to the main ridge. On one occasion the party was almost at
the Ngaruroro before retracing their steps. Camp was made just at
the edge of the bush line. On Sunday another atterpt to reach the
road was made, but once again the Ngaruroro was too compelling.
Camp was mace just oub of the last tributary before the bridge.
Yonday broke fine and clear and enabled the boys to regain the
ridge, see their way out (and the searching planes) and get to the
road at 2 pm.

The party had kept well together and had come out three days
overdue with some provisions still in hand and with spirits still
high, in spite of & greulling scxperience. The effects of wet cloth-
ing and no cooked food from Thursday 1to nonday were more apparent
after the excitement had died down and it reguired several days of
lots of sleep and Tood before any of the party was et all fit.

As the boys had very definite plans of being out by Friday
afternoon; misgivings were felt when they were twenty-ifour hours
overdue. On Saturday sfternoon two parenis left for Kuripepango
to solve any possible break-down in itransport, while preliminary
search parties of Club members and Rover Scouts also left to
make an early start from the road on Sunday morning.

The route in wvia Log Cabin and ianson Hut to the Ngaruroro,
the route from the Ngaruroro over Kiwi 3addle direct to the road,
and the route from Kiwi Saddle roudd the Tutaekuri headwaters to -
Kaweka Hut were to be covered by the three separate parties. On
lionday the tracks of the missing party were picked up and followed,
with occasional breaks. The first search party to come out was
only some quarter of an hour behind the boys, who by this time werws
enjoying the hospitality of Mrs. and lilss McDonald.

Porty Club members, deerstalkers and musterers had ralleid to
a call for volunteers, and arrangements had been made for bigger
parties to conmb the country after recelving the report of the pre-
liminary parties at Kurupapango. Only two cars had left Hastings
when the tidings of the Party's safe arrival brought all arrange-
ments happily to an end.
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278 4«5th iay
§lay
279  19th iay
280  1lst-3rd June
King's Birthday

281  16th June
282  30th June
283  14th July
284  28th July
285  11th Aug.
286  25th Aug.

This list
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Ashley Clinton. ,
Joint trip with new-
ly formed Tamaki T.C.
to revisit the Ctu-
more ares.

Te Aratipi- bHiaraege
+totarsa,. ~

Waikamaka Hut

Elack Bireh Range
Ruahine Hut

Cattle Hill

Shut Zye (+ discs)
Gwavas Bush

Te "Jaka Range
Titiokura

N,

N

is subject to alteration at any time.

e om s e, s e o oo () (3 . i e e e 2t e

L. Elger

Tanner

olineux

Baird
Haraldsen
Fendall
“Wilkinson

Russell

]

‘Ad8el10I008

‘qUBpTSaLd

faBansBeod

faojrpny

‘SQUIPTS DI ~00TA @

AATRNOOXG UV Puv

‘utwade) anto

“UOIGG]







