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We should like to take the oppcriunity of wishing all
members of the Club, at home and overssas, a Happy Christmas
and profitable tramping in 1946.

WELCCME HOME TC

John Collins, Dudley Sheppard, Ivan Collett, Jack Hannah
and Nancy Williams who have all returned to the Dominion
‘within the last few months and who have made dontact with
the Club once again, The Club wilishcs you every success in
your return to civilian life, ‘
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& ANNU&L‘REPORT,-

»aNNUﬁL REPORT for thc yesr ending BOth Sﬂptﬂmbcr, L945,“ to baif
,,prcsentea at tﬂu Annazl Gene*&l Meetlng on Oﬂtober llth 1945 s

: , Vour Gomnmittec has much.pleasure 4n preseﬁting he Annual
*Reporf for another year.

S , Burlng the yeaw four Committee meenings were he a und were°j
. well attepded , , L : e -

*: '§EﬁBERstP:

This HS&P CLOS&d with a toial membershlp OP 116 ‘f =
,;mada up as f0¢7cws-- i , , S

%f»FUIl . members 53 (¢
~Absentee PR 18

: Associate '“, i 7

_ Honorsry M 26

S mhure are now twelva noibeYs scrvingi"f%n ¢
~ Fopeos overseas and twslva members have been ﬁama;ilised dur ng'
- the yearg‘_ AT . T s ‘

— *t 1s wi h great regret tha we record tbc deauh
~*I0f Freaeriyk J Gresn whils on active se*vioe. e

;j‘§RESTBE§
| EERORT.

, T &,»thib,f'+hﬂ uenth unnual Scrcrpi’ ‘
'Glub can su”zev its actlvities auring the pﬂstmy* g s Lere
: 33ugt1f1ab1c pride,h lany sctive members have been“servxng_ Fhos
_overseas.,  Trampers answered the call of country not
& ?forty one men and thh@a womeq f‘rom our Ciub bear"

,.j_; : Dr. wyp Iawin,‘ Ken McLaay, Blll Bosz Daug co
 Caliow,  Max McCo mack, Hoctor Meldrum and Fred Gresn will o
 tramp with us no more but their names. wzll live,«,engraved s

- on the ﬁighesn peak oA our pfovinve‘_>, : S

a_drOp eve vthing in o“der to sheulder‘* L
trainirg in getiing through when conditions
- steod us in good stead.  That t ¢
"tege ther is shown in variouszsub~renorfs
tramped and gone out in work :

GESE - RERAE, 4 &a - 3
;ncsitzons_ t@a* ouv bul e;n




and tha* our fortnightly gatherings are as friendly and an en-
thusiastic as of oid.

But we cannot 1ive in our past, there is a revived spirit
of trampling sbroad and these are our prospects now - we have
petroil and a truck and the whole of‘our stamping ground lies
-wide opon belore us, We zre short of gear and are out of
practice for the big stuff; we shall find that spurs are ste,.
and that rivers are cold. For a start we shall have to go
easy and allow plenty of %ime, but w3 must get out and tramp.
InterestJné tramps mast attract new blood to.the Club and new |
ground must be broken to maintain the interest of the older
ones. That is-a job for the Club Captain. He is sure to
manage it.

CLUB Club TPlDu. The closs of the war has been too :
CAPTAIN'S recent 10 have given us much more 5COpe and our :
REPORT. highest ambitions for scheduled trips haven't :

rigen much above an occasional potter o ound the :
Kaweka Hut. St111 we have run twenty four out of twenty six :

trips with an attendance (12.8), s&lightly up on last vear's.

Prlvate Trins. The outstanding venture was the attempted
Easter Xaimanawa crossing. Though bad weather forced the
party %o iturn back they opened up a new route from the Kal-
manawa Hut to Ngapuketura and have certainly awakened interest
in thet area. L emsven day botanicsl crulse at ithe New Year
cteered ime ususl tortuocus course but established an ewsy
route up the Orouva valley anu picked up the official party
camped dl,zlly on thce S8zw Teocth. An elleged skilirg pa”+y
recently syent a week on tqw slopes of Ruapehu. ‘nree ad-
venturous hitch-hiking or ’iK*ng parties have toured West-
land, one in ths mi cd~e of a railway strike and two or three
small parties have iooked in at the Walilkamaka and Kawseka Huts,

Workinﬁ Part €3, s Holt has crganized the colfixing of the
malithoid waiis of tnﬁ Kaweka Hui and the repainting of most
of the rocof. The Wzikamaka has not yet been done and no
action has yet been taken to rshabilitate the Studholm’s
Saddle Bivy, A working party has re-located the track out
of the Tutaskuri on the upstream side of the washout. Two
walnut-picking parties augnented the Parcel's Fundé substan-
tially and two pariies assisted the Te Mata Park Beard with
tree o;u“ting and pruning.

3
il

Hut and Track Programms. The nut sub-committes hes brought
the master-plan for nut and track developme 1t up te dats and
hes made contgct with Majc Yerex who has offered to come in
50-5C on this srection of rute in localities suitatlie for dser

cullers. Tais will enormeusly sase the difficulties of fut-




ure hut buildings and we have agrecd ienitatively on sites at.
the Makino and on the Te Atua Mahuru bushline. The executive

have agreed to subsidise hut “”ﬂlding and maintahidance from the
general fund to the extent of £10 per annum.. S

Seaiuh O“ganisatwon. . Search 1i8ts have recenily been rought

up tc date and the police authorities reminded of ithe previously
arranged procedure for calling uuu parties. ' Lo

Maps. A further Rushine- map exnend%ng from Howl ent 8 south to
Takapari has been published in a new and cueaper form which pro-
vides duplicated copd .s.  Central Euahine and Southern Kaweka
tracings have been amended and should be avallable shorily *n
simniar forn.

Recent Developments. The Makaroro vallsey, which has bsen
kclcsed against us by the Forestry Departiment since 9ﬁ3, on
count of the fire-risk following an ex tensive tlage in the
mlll workings, has been re-opened on certain rezscnabie and
not unduiy onerous terms. Most important, the Pederation has
gained nuthowlty for tramping clubs to apply for enough pefrol
for fortnightly trips and as Mr. Eric Draper iis n“eparea to

supply ﬁ”&nSport as of vore, from now on the skyiine ig thev
}.J.Eiit

The orgapizatﬂon of tramping is my officlial wob aad
must confess that I am acutely aware of the toll that 1ies S
ahead in re- esuabxishing the ciub on an active footing, The
first hsadache is "filliing the trueck” To maxe truck Lrips
pcssibAe we must reckon on averaging aasut sixteen to & party
if costs are to be reasonable so fixitures must bs interssting
enough L0 get people out. If you revisit old& haunis, psople
gat bered;, so you try to dbreagk new ground snd that scares them
~off instead. Then to get anywnere from Hastings, you nsed - 3
all the hours of daylﬂght but some hug the blankste: while otherSL*
- have -a fancy for returning in broad daylight, so that an ideal
fixture-list is an impessibiility and the best that the fixture
committee can do is tc vamp up a variety of trips which they
hope will attract at least a minimum party not oriy of keen
trampers but aisc of the beginners, the has-beens and the never
wases., : i : , : '

Some grim facfs of 1life w:ll have to be faced as "Six D
o'clock at Holt's yard' - the late starters who keep a whole part
twiddling its thumbs for hslf n hour in the «old grey light of
dawn and the cheery souls who put their names down and just dont
turn up or drop out at the last minute, sc that the tvlp is run
at a 10&5, to the wrath of the guardians of the Laaﬂgﬁﬁﬂf fund.




You cant take liberties with the mountains, bhut we have
grown so used to find running to schedule and keeping in
touch with the leadsr irksome, Straggling and unnscessary
dclays moke the trip harder or even dangerous and in high
country the lsader has enough on his hands without having to
worry about stragglers.

- These are the kind of problems that concern the Club
Captain 8o perhaps you will understand why in this, my
tenth annual report, I am looking forward to the job of
building up the club aggin with stmewhat restrained express-
ions of enthusiasm., So long as members turn out on club
trips all will be well and & good time is had by all but
continual scratching along with pporly attended trips limlts
our choice of country and means a discouraging uphill struggle
for those responsible for organizastion. -

FINANCIAL This report shows a very creditable per-
REPORT. formance considering the lean war years

from whlch we have so recently emerged, and
owing to the generosity of Mr. Keys there has been no rent io
pay for the Ciub room duri g the past year thus helping us to
keep well on the credii side of the balance sheet.

The ®Post Office Savings Bank asccount stands at £141/8/8.

PUBLICITY Three bulletins have been issued this year
REPORT: not without & struggle for the technical

. staff, Hawever in spite of difficulties and
unforeseen obstacles the Bulletin finally reached the members
on three occaslons although two months overdue in one case,

We should 1like to thank all these members ot home and over-
seas for letiters, accounts of irips and articles relating to
various Club matters such as search organisation. Once again
we would ask leaders t o hand in accounts of trips as promptly

as possible 1in order to facilitate the work in compiling the
magazine,

The typists on whom the bulk of the pre-~
paratory work falls, have once again given their free time
in order that the bulletin shoubkd be ready for duplicating.
Many thanke to all of them. Mr, Pattison continues to do a
first class jJob of work #ith the duplicating and we are par-
ticularly grateful for the way in which he helped us out
during the difficult war years.
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SOCIAL Durihg 1945, we were very pleased to welcome
COMCITTE? - - home- Sam Haraldsen, Dave Ly.ch, Nora Finn,
REPOPT o _Q_Nancy Williams, . Harold Cooper, Dudley Shep-

: pard and John Gollins. and to introduce them to

our new rooma, At the beginning of theyear Sam and Nora both

mave us first hand information of most of our members in the
ddTe Bact. :

: To .celebrate VE Day, May 1lO0th anc again VJ Day
August 16uh My and Mrs. Craven very kindly invited everjyone
to their home to-a Victory tea which was most enjoyable and we
are indebted to our'Prusident ahd his wife for Bheir generous
hospitality and for enabling us to cselebrate "Psace" in true - -
tramping style. At the meeting which followed Les Holi gave :
] a very inue“esting talk on his skiing experiences in gyria: whils
t a special Ski School for troops. .

After Molly's return from the South Island, she and
~Tan Vilkinson gave us an account of theilr t”ip to the Waikaka-
kariri river. At the beginning of July, 1t was decided to have
a ten minute talk at each meeting, . on a subject which would be-
helpful to both experienced and new trampers.. Norman started

-~ the: ball rolling by instructing us on the correct way to "Pack

a Pack" so that the weight was &istributed evenly and that
everything could be found - even in the dark. Stan gave us a
very intefestang talk on "The History of the Club". Rolf Keys
on‘“The Duties of the Leader" and Ian Wilkinson, an instructinve
talk on "Rope and Ice Work,®

: On iugust 2nd, we entertained Campbell Clarke
~and a number of nis Rover Sccuts and duving the evening helpful

suggestions .were- yut fcrth Pegard%ng the 11d¢ng Pnd vepairing
of huts.p L Y : PRI TR U EoR P e

- We have i;aead been foruubaue in havlng “room Do
placed. at our. alsposal by Mr. Rolf Keys. In a large measuwe v
they havs made for fwiepdly meeﬁimgs ana the flnanc¢a* suucess
of the Céub‘v : o R 5 .

LIBRARY Tr:is year, owing to difficu;ty in having ube
"REPORT; =~ Dbocks pr aper;y displayed  very few were taken

‘ ~ous. It is %o be hoped aha%4in.due course ghelves
will be'evec ea Wuibﬁ will enable iembers to discover just what
good beooks we have goi and that. more books 1 be reag in the -
future. Several books were donated again sar by Mr. D. G

Williams and our than&s g0 out to ham far Awneroaitv

Tnere are now seventv six boo£%~1n the LTbvazv
Only fiftesu weve taksn out during the year making o totail of 3/9.
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APPRECIATION: isnbther year has passed and we would like
' ’ to take this opportunity to thank all those
vho have rendered service to the Club - to Les Holt for help-

‘ing us out in times of stress -~ to Rolf Keys for harbourage -
to those who provided cars for transport and to those who per-
mitted us to wander over their lands. '

QFFICE BEARERS for the following year were elected as follows:-

Patron:
Presgident:
Vice-Presidents:

1ub Captain:
. Hon. Secretary:
‘ Hon. Treasurer;
Hen. Auditor:
Executive
Ccmmitties:

Bocial
_Gommittee:

Hon. Editor:
Hon.Librarian:
Eguipment 2fficer:

E. J. Herrick, Esq.,
E., 5. Craven, Esq.,
Mrs. L. Lloyd, Messrs L. Holt,

R. Keye. '

N. L, Eider, Esq.,

Miss M. Molineux,

N. Fendall, Esqg.,

Missg D, Yule.

Misses J. Lovell-Smith, P. Morris
N. Tanner, N. Tomlinson, Méssrs
A, Russell, 5. Haraldsen, I. Wil-
kinson. ' ' ‘
Misses M., Baker, W. Pascoe, N,
Tomlinson, A, Russell, L. Holt
I, Wilkinson.

Miss P. Morris

Miss J. Budd.

N. L. Elder, ESq/
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_TD OUR OVERSEAS MEMBERS,

Lin Lloyd .~vHu1le Liq, Latest bulletlns of you furnished by Janet
seem to-indicate that you are holding your own. Hard luck thaet you
didn't make that trip to England. Still you've done pretty well !
all things con31uered, Bess.of 1uck - here's noplng to see you earl;
in the New Year. ?

Sealy Wood. - Congratulations on being selected to cepiain the N. Z
Army . PJckey team. We've enjoyed your eccounts of .

the trzps yhat you've done very much indeed. Keep uD the good. work)
All the best from the Club.

Frenk Simpson. - We were interested to hesr sbout your new job in
British eirweys, Frank, but. hope it won't be 100
long before ycu're showing the rest of the gang & ciean pair of
hesls over the Walpama Saddle. Best of Luck and e merry Christmas
from us all. - o

Ron Creig -Letters to the Club from Ron indicate that he’s expect |

o ~ing %0 be on the way any time now.At time of writing
he was sitting in Venice's best hotel leaning back as if he had had
money left him end watching life go by outsidei Good luck to you
Ron. All the best from the Club.

Bruce Beechey - We're waiting for you Beech to welcome you back
i ‘ into the fold — and won't it be & welcomeiWe hope
you will linger long enough to do some seriocus trapping with us.
Cheerio for now. Best wzshe from the H. T C.

Arch Lowe - It won't be long now Arch, before you @re giving us
an account of yourself in peisoa. It will be a grest
day. Best of luck from g1l the Club members.

Hugh Nelosn - Just had your letter, Hugh. Glad you enjoyed the
o ' percel. You seem to be seeing parts of the world that
none of our other members have as yet. We will be glsd to hesr

more of your doings later. All good wishes from the Club. HOpe you
do mansge some Himelaya climbs.

NF»

CLUB MEETINGS.

o

Attendance at Club Meeting hes kept up well during the lest few
months - so well that the accommodation hes been taxed to the
1imit.The systen of ten minute talks , instituted some months ago
has proved very successful end some interesting points of view
heve been brought to light and aired before Club members. Suc; i0x
topics as 1. The packing of the Pack, 2. Walking, 3 Ice work.

4 tThe Army Skiing School etc have all bee full of intzrest to th




the members. .

Jepan's cepitulation provided us with s good excuse for z mild
elebretion held in conjunction with the ordinary Club meeting -
igh tea cnd high jinks were held at the home of Mr. end Nrs. E
-Craven followed by a more than usually hilerious meeting.

Another occasion for celebtation wes Angus Russell's birthday.

A large prrty of H.T.C's went through to Napier by car and
ropped in on Angus at his residence in Ccote RA.The evening was
spent in light chatter followed by a substantial supper, the high
light of which was & very handsome birthday czke,surmounted by
endles.

he return of DUDLEY SKERERRRRx SHEPPARD, John COLLINS, end JACK
JANNAH has made meetings more intsresting snd we hsve been pleased
© welcome thrhese lads and to hear some of theur tales. dack hes
had some very thrilling moments and we were thrilled to hear sbout
ther..We hope to meet his wife Janet when she &rrives in N.Z. and
mesntime send her our hearty greetings.

. T . e, o i san S i s S R M S S,

Socisl Notes.

Peg Morris,

We are sorry to ¥zpEsz report that our Editor ,Peg has

fallen 111 and has spent some time in hospital. Her =xX children
&t hte hospital have looked after her very well and kept her

- provided with company 1f nothing else. Peg is now on the way to

recovery and we hope that she will soon be as well &s ever. Here's
& healith germ ,Peg.

‘Normen and Hillery Collinge are to be csangrstulated on the birth of
gnother a@sughter, and 5 fine child she is tco.

Les and Marj. Holt have also to be congratulated, on the srrival
~of 8ally. From all accounts she is a lovely baby, and we hope to see
her soon.

Sezly Wood We have just heard that Sesly has a@&rrived in India
with the N.Z.Army Hockey Team.Good luck to you and the team Sealy,

We congratulate Daggg;*gSQﬁgggleslgand Gele Frame on the birth of a
deughter. The Club seems to be ruanning to girls these days.

Ned _Members

Vera Pedlow and Frank Bodley &re welcomed to the Club and we wish
them happy times and good tramping.




‘representations.At the reguest of the Auckland cluvs representation

1C.

ﬁEDERATED

preionsyinegoefindip o

NTAIN CLUBS.

. —

As ?agapaki i8 well represented on the F.M¥.G. executive a
gommltmae,meet1ng was held at Dawspn's Falls onu the 10th Nov.41945
1n cenjunction with & Ski Council Mee+. z ”%ﬁarak* “OSDL2a7lu;

as boundless, -extending even Lo the -westher, Cross country

tvava_”lag ’orm Hawkes Bay was a pr P*TaCIVU business, however I

tocok edventage of my iwo nighls in Palumersicn ¥ ¢uh To look up

some of the M.T,C. . ' -

Sunday morning was spent up on Fantham's Peak, mainly skiiing.

The non-skiers ,looked regretfully at t'a summit but there was a
prosPebt of its. belng iced up and we could not have spared any time

for step cu*txngo

Several maiters of genera“ int srest were discussed in the

committee “ee ing. There is still no representaticn on the park bo
boaras,ol the users of parks, a maitter cf pelicy which the Pederatio
has continually urged. ( Existing park %aafgs are ccmposed essential
-1y of representatives of todies financing poriks and government @
nominces., However limited recognition of the »rinciple k&s been
secured in the appointment of Mr. Rod Syme s & government uominee
fei¥swingx on the Egmont Park Board, following the Federstion's

were made Tor the addition of-a Federation nominee in the
Auckiand Centennial Park Bill.The Bill wss eventuglly withdrawn
but in the discussion glowing references to trampers and
tramping civbs were mede by several speakers. Few appear (o have h
neard the brosdcast and no refsrence @ppears o have beesn mede in
the presg, s0 copies of Hanszrd are being circulated %o members,
A vooklet from the Council of Sport, setiing out its zims

is also being ci irculated to cilubs 28 8001 oS passible, as the
relations between the Council and the Fefevation Will come up gt
the Annual meeting next May, and The deisgates will prubﬁbﬁy heve
to be prepered to decide for affiliation ov nob.

Tn conjunction with the Ski Council, snow research end avalanch-
ing , were discussed in some detail.Knowiedge cf N.Z., conditions is.
very sketchy still end cliubs are being c;rcalarlsed for information:

by the Ski Councul.
A full report was received frou rapresent
on the conditions &t the Ball Hut in the . !
winter. There nes been & good desl of disseiyisfaction since the
Tourist Dept. took over, though some of the horuconau s have been
probably un&vo;dabte under war conditions.Other drawbicks sppear t
be unnecessary snd the Federation is making further effortd to have;

these rectified. i ]

The Taranakl press took 8 liveliy interest in the proceedings
.and a rencriter was up at Dawson's Fall sarly on Sunday afternoon i
it search of & detailed account. ]

t5tives of the TFederation |
I; Cook district last :

}oe

NG L{, Eb

Editors Note. ¥We seem to have miss=d reccidding in the B
"Norman Elder s Breoident of the Federated Mounioin 7

Congratuistions ,Norman.

I

ot




FROM OUR COVERSEAs MEMBEERS.

FRANK SIMPSON writes:- 13th September 1945. Karachi, India.

Dear Club, ‘

I'm having a couple of days off here on suspicion of Gyppo Bug, so am
seizing the opp ortunxty of sending that long-delayed note. #hen did I
write last? was it in West Africa --Freetown? Let's. suppose so, and I'll
give you & brief summary of my dcings since thea.

It was waey back in April that I said good-bye to that clammy but
intriguing Outpost of Empire, Sisrra Leone, and lolled sboard the trooper,
immobile as an ex Jap internes, watchlng the wake lengthen between me and
my other world. Followed quickly in Englend: surprising warmth and sun-

. shine; surprising cold and snow; & month or more of leave, including a

few days in North Wales, a few deys in Cormnwall, a few days in *the Engiish

Lake District, VE Day and night in London with beer from Covent Garden

vegetable merketers at 5 a.m., desth of & clcse friend, and life on a
erefordshire farm in the primmest of Victorian HManor House tradition.

Ail of this time I was taking things very quietly, the old sparkling self

having seemed to evaporate, and the spring gone from my step. A

I was lucky enough on return to London to run into Bill Haymen, who
wes the first to approsch and ask if we hsd met before. I had looked
square at him without recognition. I guess we had both altered somewhsat
in five years. ~You will have had plenth of news wf Bill by ncw ~ he was
talking of staying on at his Bank for 2 month or two. ’

My disposzl interviews in London resulted in my accepting & temporary
but tempting job on loan to British Alrways, with the result as you see on
the postmark. This is my first trip on the Calcutta Route. We iaft
Poole (U.K.) on Tuesday last, and calling at Marseilles and Augusta (Sicily)
errived at Cairo by midnight. A day's rest followed, during which time I
got my bearings and caught tp oxn one or two cld friehds of schooldays who
hed not vet been repatriated. N.%Z. Club in town is fairly full of lads en
route from Italy, and it was good to sit down emong strangers who were friends
by common interest, and no preliminary ccolness. From Cairo, we next called
et Kallia on the Deed Sea, just 2 hours flight away, and I had time for. a
rather uncomfortsble swim. On to Lake Habbaniyeh, near.Bagded - a mere
barren Hot Spot in the Desert - and & nl 't et Basrah. British influence is
heavy in Iraq, but they s2em to like 1%. I would like to have spsni more
time than just one evening in the ity Markets, because here the curtain
begins to close on Western ways, and the East appears. From Basrsh we
~carried on down the Persian Gulf and called st the pearl-fishing island of’
Bahrim, another hot spot, but this tims surrcuncded by erystal clsar blue
water with coral underneath. Another swim here, and on over the Land of
Oman .and Outlaws and Sheiks. - barren and high, to the shores of Beluchistan,
elso high and hot and barren. No larnding here, but straight on to Karachi,
where wonder of wonders, is a climate as mild.at this time of the year, as
summer in N.Z. A cool (relat1¢ely, S.W. wind blows all day from the sea,
and compared with other places this tide cof the Med., one feels at ease.
From here we carried cn to Calcutta the following morning, and asrrived at
dusk, In between, we landed at Gwaliior, in the heart of India and centre
of the tiger-shooting country. The laading arca was -the Maharajahis city
water supply, an artificial lake. An hour farther on we landed for a few .
minutes at Allshabad on the Ganges, which is at this time very muddy and
i-scded. In fact from Allashabad to Calcutte the country seems hal“ under
water. As we flew cver I thought "How miserably damp down there" - and at
Calcutta I found it was. A more steamy, mildewed hole it would be hard to
imarine - worse thew Freetown by a lot. One hecur night on the howeouboat
there .:zs nlenty. I lacked interest on the B-hour trip back here, owing to




" been steged. Hope the birthday party was & succcss; if my reckeniag is corr-

the complaint mentioned, but we put cown for hall au lour at the sacred city
of Rej Semend = very beeutiful, with a white Mosque surrounded by white build-
ings, walled in, and set on the edge of another artificiel lake. :

After tomorrow comes another night, and mavbe a day, in Cairo, and then
U.K. (I can't say "Home™). When I set course for Home, Hawkes Bay, and the
sight of the Vision Splendid - your bunch of oheeky faﬂes-- and when we have
the privilege of cavorting together.in insans joy upon the pass and down the
stream and in and out of the Hut at Weikemake - -is in the lap of the gods.
'"‘l try not to grow a beard waiting! o '

" 8o long, and good scr atching,' X

rank.

, _ - -~000000000000000000000~== ) .
BRUCE BEECHEY writes:- | 11th October 1945. London.

Dear T.7.C. :

Tho' long overdue I never expected to write this letter for I have been
waltlng daily for the clarion call which will serid me packing on to tnu boat.

I have a couple of parcels to acknowledge and my ever grateful thanks as
usual for the provender wh;ch is as acceptable as ever. I had been hon;ng o
thank you all personallv but I guess there will still be a few weeks interven-
ing before I am oncs agaln back into harness w1th ny b@etker ashers pounding
the virgin soil of the ol 'Thome country.

" The only approech to resal tramp--g I have’ accomnllshed w1th1n rgoeent ..
months was & btit of pansy stuff up in the Leke Distrinst. Even tnen, being
out of condition, I'did'nt over exert myself. There aré some nice little.
hills round that distrist and wish now I had beén = llttle more energet;c.
However 2 maxim, sound advice, is never to regrét.

I wonder if-you are slowly returning to a peace-timse footlr ,» With more
petrol at your disposal and many of the old gang bacz agal“. I b61197u gquite’
& number of the lads have returued and guess cuite = few odd parties may. have

ect you-are all 10 vears: ¢1d now, or is it only 97 Anywav you are ge*tlng on.

I em not far from being repetristed for at present I'm-st & holdinz unit
ewaiting my turn to board = Qh*w, I =am told the rext boat sails at the end of
the month, so &1l things oeing ‘equal © should te home by ¥mas. It's quite a |
pleasing thought as it Wwill be 6 Xmes s ago thet I was last at homs. . That
reminds me that mj bones are becomzng 0ld and feeble., BEet I renember the .
winter of !'38 when I-weré & mere. slip of 'a iad - Aye, those were th& davs when
tramping wes tramping end nixzng ‘was punsy stuff, The bovs of today ere not
what they were in my dayl (To quote from the cldssicas.)

At the presént moment I am up taking the eir of Argyil < very bracing stuff
toc, It's quite & spot end if I was sure none of the Bairds would hear.of thig
letter, I should go into ap+ures about Scotland vdqerallv but then you know
how it is. In the words -of the Buddilias -~ dowm w&th the Irishi

There are .numerous hendy hills cver which I could str ekch my lﬁmbs but
after all damn it I'm on lesve and the straight and level is go ewough for the
time. being anyway. I Have casuvally passed Ben Nexls from tlhv mo time, waved
& jeaunty hand at it murmuring I could olimb it if I tried, end 2onsole myself
with the thought of past climbs in the Puahznes and tneir greater altitude.’

Must shéathe ry sword Good luck anc best “1shes to ycu all and thanks
again, . : , :

Kia Ora, )
Beech.
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RON CRAIG writes:- " 24th August 1945/ M.E.F.

Dear Club,
~ I know tha+ I shOuld be shot for’ neglect;gg to. wrttev%c.yeu\fcr so long.
You all know how easy it is to let things slip and there are no sxcuses to-offer.
, I have to thank you for a parcel which arrived some time ago and was wery——
much appreciated, & bulletin which came a few days ago and a club letter the
same day.  Actuallv I have eanswered that but the letter is back in camp and I
doubt very much whether it will be fln;shed and post:i. Instead, the idea is
to answer it in person in a few weeks. )
Mother has & letter at home giving an aeuount of a tourist trip of Italy I
did 2 month or so ago, vou ecan if yvou-wish, get it from her, censor parts of it
and read any parts which may be of interest to the members. Since the war fin-
ished 1n,Ita1v I have been touring around practically all the time and have now
done well over 7000 miles sightseceing in Italy, Austria, and Southern Germany.

"~ A great deal of my travels hdve bsen through country which we read of in
books in the Club library, the Dolomites -and Alps-of Italy, Austrizn Tyrol,
"Bavarian Alps around Salzburg and Innsbruck. There was another range I don't
know how to spell it but it sounds like "Lidimite" mouinitains, The Katchbere—
Fass is in them anyway, and is notable for being the steepest road pass in
Europe. Believe me thet is steep too. ~Unfortunately, in one way, L was on
duty all the time so did not have the opportunlty of stretching my legs on any
part of it ard did all my tramplng gt the wheel of & V8, In Italy the mountein
roads are marvellous, crossing passes as high as 9000 feet, and the trip through
the Dolomites is the {in st mountain scenery I have seen. Probably Lin hss
given you a deseription of it a&s he has_seen it too. You should have the min-
utes of our meeting held in Madonna d?aEEhpigglo in the Brenta's.

Apart from these mountain trips there are wery few parts of Italv now which
I have not seen, The lakes district; Como, Maggiore and Gardas is a purfeet
place for a rest holidav or pansy trips. For & fortnight I lived at Bellagio
on Lake Como und had 8 perfect/hollday Thut lettaf Mother has gives a-full-
-account of it. N

‘There sre six club§ “or hostels Here ‘run. bv the E¢V\~aauw¥_af07ﬁ.),and in

- the last thrée months I have bsen at.least twice to e=chy, the Florence club saw

me three times in three ‘weeks. At the moment I am sitting in Venice's best
hotel loocking out on the mein street - sorry, the Grand: Canal - watching life go
by@ This includes:boats of about 5 or 6 thousand tons. = Before coming here I
mist have spent at least a'fortnight in camp, found it very strenuous so came
here to help fill in my lLast few days in this ‘country. -This leave,- belleve it
or not, is the first official leave I havé hsd.since leaving N.Z.
Well kids that- is about all I have to s&y just now. i I am looking forward
to seelng you all very soon and exchanging: chln wagglas."" :
Cheerio for ncw and all the best, :
S : Ron.~
‘---ooo@ﬁOocoOOOeeo«-—’

SEALY WOOD writes:- . ' Zeth July 1945.

Dear Mollv,

By way .of thanking the H.T.C., for its last parcel, I am-sending vou an
account of two climbs I recently did in the ‘Itelian Ddlomites at the N.Z. Alpine
leave Centre. You may like to produce them at z meeting or reproduce some of
the decount in the Journal. It was a really wondsrful week to be up smong the
tops again, and I felt fib encugh to bat the whole Jap army s1dewavs when I
came down.

I'11l let the notes speuk for thpmselves, ‘I have some posteards and =ome
photos to follow, Should I ssal these home, I'1ll gct Moxae* to leu you bea R

£11 the best to the boys end glrls, Seglv Wood.



™

P.S. Neil Hamilton (Ch'Ch) and Frank Simmons (Auck), both N.Z.i.. Club, are the
T6ading spirits behind this Leave Centre.
By the way, have been around Campanlle Besso, ome of Italy’s most famous
rock climbs, involving 186 double ropes in the descent. Needless to say, I
heven't set foot nearer than a mile from its base. ‘ '
: Sealy.

Traverse of Gruppa Cima Brents, IZth July 1945, from Rifugio Tuckett.

Nell Hamllton (leader) N.Z.A.C.
Bob Stewart . Canterbury M.C.

Sealv Wood Heretaunga T.C.

The twelfth of July was a day ot of the box. After yestera ay's rain and
cold, the prospects ssemed poor for & climb but at 8 o’clock, Neil, who had
been pushing a reluctant nose out of the bedclothes at intervals since 4 a.m.
roused us with the news of fine weather, and by 9.45 we had started for the
west end of the Cima Brenmta chain, the intention being to meke a traverse of
the peaks up to the Tuckett Pass.

A long slug up te scree at the foot of the rocxy faces to the beginning
of our resl climb took us about an hour. Towards *he end of this phese we w
able to see. two figures on the top of Castelletta, the "graduation® rock peak
next to the hut, and the yodels of the Italien guide, Giglio, were easily rep
lied to. An hour's climb up a steep rocky gut put us on the westward member
of our peasks, Cima Campiglio. From here we had a magnzflcent view of Cima T
to the south, The snowy summit ridge and the sheer northern cliff faces stand
out beautlfully. We were able to gaze.down a sheer drop on.to Brenta But an
also had a fine view of Presinella away to the west, already cloud-capped &s
well as Adonella and Care Alto of that group and Pletra Grande to the north. To
the south-east the Brenta Peaks Alta «nd.Grande, wherein the hlgh-altluude trac
runs, showed up clearly, the whole panorames more then repdying our view-less
climb of Cime Tosu three days before, &nd & disapp01nt1ng ascent mede yesterd
by some of our party of Cima Brenta in the face of a driving §1eet-étorm.

About &n hour and a half later, on Cima landron, while reclining in the
absorbing sardines end the spisndid espect of Cime Tosa, we exchanged yodels
with a couple of Italian climbers who suddenly popped up on the snow of Tosa's
summit. I was very tickled at this vodelling duet, it wes like the realisatio
of a childhood dream to.be able to get an answéring "lay-eee-dooh" from a peak
~in the historie Tyrolean mountains. :

By three in the afternoon, we had reached the tri statzon on Cima Mandron
where the view on all sides was adequate rewerd for the sweat of dropping down 4
end around each jagged between peek, . On all sides, the mounteins fell away |
steeply; to the south in frightening defiles and precipices metching the steepd
ness of Tosa end Bremte Alta; to the north in steep ‘ridges, couloirs and ice- |
falls lexding down to the Tuckett glacier. Near the trig station a jagged,
burnt scoring in the summit rubble showed us where an electricszl storm had v
struck, probably the one that drove us from our ski-ing the day before. From |
this peak we could look right down on the Tuckett Valley and the Rifugio far ‘
below.

~nother hour's trekking, this time over the snow as well, brought us to

“the snowy dome of Cima Brenta Occidentale, end from there we pushed on for a
- like spece of time to Cime Brenta, the peak at the eastern end of the chaln,
traversing the top of the ice-fall exn route, With the finding of the little
papal memerial cross on the summit, our climb was over. From this peak our
view stretched beyond the mountains eastwards to the exquisite blue of Lake -
Molveno shlnlng like & jewel, the verdant fields and forests patterned with a
flllgree of roadways and trecks making sn harmonious setting for this rare
piece. To the south, portions of Lake Garde could be seen nestling in the
hills. The other peaks all around set off this glimpse of the more pl&cld




spruce hills and the valleys.

We drark our fill of this beauty and resolved that this was a vistz we
could never forget. Such a view, once seen, furnishes the complete answer
to the agnostic's question, "Why do people climb mountains?"

The descent led down in a north-westerly direction, and with Bob leading
we were soon doiog a resl mountain-gost act down an infintesimal track which
somehow seemed to vanish around a corner towards a seeminglv impossible precipi-
ce only to squeeze its way round a pinnacle or a shoulder and lead gailv down-
wards.  Our way eventually led through & narrow couloir on to the snow-field
“above the glacier head and here Bob was compelled to do a chimney bracing
stance while a seemingly endless stream of soft snow avalanched through the
narrow gap &nd spaticred hopefully at his legs. A few manceuvres down some .
ice steps saw us on to the snow-field, Neil meanwhile standing profanely in the
chilly spleshes from s -snow fed waterfall anchoring us down safely.

a slithering run down the snow, & trudge down the glacier and & short
tramp to the hut led us by 7 p.m. to some of Signors Brunno's tasty cooking,
and then fortified with food and a bottle from Brumno's vino cellar, we were
soon scampering gaily down to the jeep track, the Grande Albergo and 2 well-
earned beesr, bath and bed. ‘ :

(Editor's Hote: 4n account of a further trip will appear in the next Bulletin.)
SEaLY W0uD writes: 21st October 1945.

Dear Treémpers, - , : ‘

The address above may come as rather a surprise to you. In many ways
it's quite 2 surprise to me, for when the Div. Hockey Council of which I'm s.
member, got working about three months ago, we weren't very sure what sort of

~reception we'd get with the idea of & touring Army team.,  However, it hes come
off, and we are now on our way to Egypt for final trisls and training.,  We
expect to be in Indis for & couple of months, end hope to be home before next
Eegter.

I heve another of vour splendid parcels to acknowledge, which reached me
some weeks ago, end which has had its final “doing-over" in the four day rail
trip, in cattle trucks, Wwhich we spent in travelling between Florence and Bari.
By Friday, I shall have seen the last of Italy, and I can look back on it as an
interesting country, one of extraordinary contrasts, both in economiecs, popula-
tion and scenery. The pcverty-stricken, swarthy people of the barren, rocky
southern provinces are so markedly different from the compsratively well-set
folk of the northern areas such as Milen, Turin, Venice and Trieste¢, beautiful
places to look at and to live in, comperatively unscathed by the war, and well-
stocked with goods of all sorts, provided the money can be got to pay the
exorbitent prices forced by black market racketeering and lack of efficient
rationing. Two days before I left Florence for the south, I did a four-day
scoot round Milan, Turin and Genoa, and the difference between those places
and this district is very prominent in my mind. The drab prospect of these
stony, olive-covered hills down here is a very unwelcome change from the lush
green plains of the Po valley or the glorious splendour of the Dolomites or
the mugnificence of the northern lekes like Como. I can think of no lovslier
land than the Tyrol, and no more depressing vista than lies round Bari and
Taranto. *

Ho sver, all that is behind me now, and a sight of India will be somethinrs
very different. I'm hoping our tour will take us &t least within sight of
the Himulayas! o

Till just a bit. later, folks, Cheerioh, and all the best

Sealy Wood.
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CLUB TRIPS
258, Aug. 4th - 5th. TE AWANGA

Gl 3 hgg : ‘

- On Saturdey afternoon, August 4th Peg, Noeline, Nancy, Nora,
BEéna, Colin; Angus and Dave gathered at the bach on Te Awanga
beach, Plans weres made for a trip up Eabbit Gully to see the Glow
Worms, so a large stew was pui on for refreshments on our reiurn.

We left Ciifton sbout &pm clad for bac weather &s the forecast
had predicied rain. From the entrance of Rebbit Gully we scrambled
and clinmbed for gbout.an hour, Though the going was not very diffi-
cuit and the water course was fairly dry. &% the head of tnhs Gully

we found small patches of glow-worms and then a siretch of a hun-

dred yards or so with clusters of twinkling points of light on .

either side ¢f the bank from the grcund to the top high over our

heads. ‘ : ; B .

Angus had cauticned us to keep quietv or the glow-worms would
disappear, butl we proved his théory wrong, or perhaps they wers
not afraid of such melodious ncises as produced by the H.T.C»

: We came out by the same route and arrived back at {lifton at
2 pm. The weather-man had been wrong 1oo, so we reached the bagh
dry put hot and hapry and very hungry. Two helpings. of stew soon
settled the hunger.

Cn Sunday Molliy, Janet, Joan, HMavis. Noel and Frank arrived
by car. After a cup of tea we walked through Mr. Haggerty's prop-
erty tc sec the Lake. We followed a round-zbout route taking care
to skirt the paddock with the three bulls, The fire for the lunch
billy was mede on the far side of the lzke. After lunch we followed
the ridge round the back of Mr. Glenny‘s farm, then down into an
old water course anl back to the Tbach for another cup of tea before
setting off for hcme, ' '

Leader : Dave Williams.,
e -mit:ﬁwmc_&c-’mogam - - ks e D

259, Aug. 18th - 19ti. " RUAHINE EUT
W, 3 1 59 - ) . |
It was Just az wéll we couldn’t essenmble a party on Wedunesday.
The high wind crn 8aturday was deterrent enough, and we “ain't what
we used to be.” We could only beat up itwo cars, which limited the
party to 8, and we only battled cur way as far as Herrick's Hul on |
Saturday night. The wind'was s%ill up on Sunday morning snd the best |
plan we could devise was to go-up Big Hill Siream till ws were clear |
of the Hollowback and sbrike up ¢n to Rekautaongs. This had itse
drawbacks. The stream was swollen;: and bitterly cold and scoured 2
out rather awkwardly and it took us two sirenuous hours to get ror” §
grrick’s Spur. Btriking cut we found ourselves up near the tip of |
the long curving spur running off Raksutacnga and had to come back
some distemce clong it, taking 2% hours o rezach the top., Az we
had made a late start there wasn't time to do more than Jog down

Nidise LIIG N WIAW A e v e et e e
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to Ruchine Hut, have snother meal and come out. The weather had
moderated by aftcrnoon, but there were still snowdrifts on Ohawal,
and thc Xawekas, well plastered, a dazzling sight.

YWe failed to locate the new sidling round Big Hill and came
in the hard way, over the top, rcaching thec cars at nightfall.

No. in party ¢ 8
Lieader ¢ Norm Eléer.

mmr-r—......”.,‘,.”-O'O{);...-—--.....". > a o e

2680, Sept. 15th -« 1loth. T% ATUA MAHURU
Ul B pd e .

Z runga 0 nga puke - the Tops of the Hillss With Dudley back
to the fold, Cap.end Allie out and our familiar haunts in the Haka-
roro valley open to us again, this trip had quite the flavour of
0l& times, even to the hour of return. A delay at the mill kept us
from reaching Colenso's Spur till nightfall, so that pitching camp
and cooking wsroe carried out in the usual conglomeration cf shadows
guy ropes boots and piates. A spitting drizzle cleared and we spent
the evening round a large fire, mosily in songe.

Next morring we went straight up the face to the track, and
anbled along éoing a bit of clearing and blazing, stopping at the
top camp to boil up. Deer, plentiful in the valley, were not much in
evidence and the sidle across the big scree was very faint. Patches
of snow near the trig woere mottled with volecanic ash, but the top
was Dbare, though there was still a falr amount of snow to the south.
Ruanehu was elmost totally obscured, otherwise the view was exten-
sive and we spent helf sen hour pioking up land-marks and planning
futvre trips.

The trip down was leistrely with more track clearing and we
hit the camp flat nicely. A advance party had the tents struck
and the billy boiling.

At nightfall we were WesR at the mill in a very happy frame
of mind for another brew of tea befcre packing up and getting on
the road. Cap's boots held outd

No. in party : 17
Leader Norm Elder.

83
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264. Labour Day weekend - LUct. 20th -~ 28nd.

1 AL SIS TITTTY
~ah b WATKAMAXS HUT
Misarmn, <2 ’f o 2. LIS sk e AL A

A periy of eighteen set off and later arrived at the Tiaikamaka
Hut - the advawnss party arriving irn the late alfternoon and the rear-
guard in the evening - not to mention two who stole a march on the
rest ¢f vus and wcachzd the Hut on Iriday rnight. We all hope that
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xﬁaﬁ these two endoyed "b“eaklng track' for those who followe& in
their footsteps the next day. Good time was made by most of the
Saturday afternoon party, accompanled by a light BNOowW. drizzle going
up the Waipawa and a breezy south westerly in the Baddle. The leader
didn't do quite so weil, and gave a fair demonstration of “slow
motion® tramping from Top Camp onwards - violent attacks of cramp
in BOTH legs being the cause of several hold-ups. ‘However like all
gcuraags -~ this one came to an® end at last and never was the "blue
Dpitter smoke of wood' more welcome than that night when the leader
and her escorts staggered down the creck and at length reached the
hut and warmth and fcod. All available space was nceded to bed down
eighteen trampers, and.somehuw or other th¢s was managed to every- -
ones satisfsction - definately a full house - this night.

Sunday morning dawned clear and sunny much to everyones amaze~
ment - qu*te unprecented for the Waikamake Hut - and still the good
old sou'wester alow1rg up top just like old times. A carpet of
snow of the ground and SnOT—COVGYGQ,buEH s gave the agbearance of
the traultloral Cawlstmas card and aijruﬁls ‘was- Just too much for
some of the party - they just couidn’ 0P?b0¢3t8 the Wakkamaka
- under sun and snoOwW. cond;ﬁ*ons, s0 humned their swags and away off
P the strean ¢ and. home. The off1cma1, Sunday returning, party made
- a leisurely sba;c an hour or so later - ambled up the Waikamaka
~up the shzrg1evs11de and down the. Walpawa, gending about a couple
of hours at the Forks - boiling up - and lazing 1n the sunshine
before returning to the cars and home.

' The five who were left to uphold good tramping eradﬁtion -
'havzng gOo rid of the alnthearbed and others -~ prepared to settle
covn and to snjoy what time was left, - 80 they nroc@eded to gcale
the heights of the Rongotea Riége, batt‘iﬁg with the wznd that
grected them up therc and making thelir way alorng to-. the s3iG3e and..
so éown toc the crsek that Joins the Waikamska near the hut. They
then procesdsd to paiﬁt tha hut .. the ex-naval menber doing good
work on the roof withoud the zid of & iadder and the rest of the
: party, apparenuly, were very successful in their line - when they
weren't painting themselives they a,ﬁbea the sicdes of the hut and
presumably completed the job all in good time so as to enable the
party to explore the track that “eaﬁs up to “66“ for half an hour
or so before turning in for the night. Alasd this was when they
began to miss the cosy comfort of mumbers and to shiver in their
sleeping bags in spacious accomodation - somewhat of a c¢ontrast to
the conditions of the ﬂigﬂt befored ;

Mondey morning, thsy p¢eked up and set off, taking the usual
route as far as the Forise Here they diverted up the ridge which
leads to the Shut Eye ridge and after a scramhle in the undergrowth
eventually came out on the top and made & quick run down to Shut
Eye Hut - auu of the wind, and then down a much overgfown track to
the road. Here the car struck a spot of trouble and got stuck in a
hole in the road, However; like all ﬁlff*cnlt¢es which are made to
be overcoms,; this was overcome - in time - and the five sualwarts
of the Labomr Day weekend were scon on their way home.

Nea in parby H 18
Leader $ M. Molincuxe.
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Nire of usf&ll giris! met at <ha Tuk: _”ﬁge) and had

a consurtation as to where we would ip was 1o be
arranged enroute. We eventually ds .xe elong the Tuki
Tuki Rivar Road to Mre. McCorn nitkes the bikes there
end walk elong the river bank as fer uld be bothered:

Is was decided too it was %o be 2 Ui ‘e Wz had cult: & wait
at tha faorm gossiping 10 the pecple and then <tock off elong
the river bank. 1t wac vur DASL8LNT eiking ~ the willows

: i
and other irees mak_ngtshedelfor us mest of the way. When we had

o
gone some distance it was discoversd that "Bennis! & black speniel
belonging to the farm, was followinz us. Being & very obedient
dog s hv 4idn’t go home when toid, and we had him with us &ll day :
- %0 our scrrow. We eventuelly cems 12 & fsrm end codged round its :
outsﬁ s to once more get down Lo the river. While goz*g this we
came upon & very sick cheep whicii we had <o 1ift up & sieep gully.

T wes reslly qu¢te an “Xperl_ﬂﬁc hauling the poor fthing up bj <he
wool, 2nd ned it been more wide ﬁaageg Zenm afraid i would have :
been an imposs ble task. While @il this was goilng on, we ¢ost Benn- -
ie, and I hed hopes that he mey hsve returned hiéme. It wss not
long after w2 had got down to the river bed and were prepering the

a

fire, that we heard a shriek and yelp from Bernie, and there he was
2t the botton of & Bhigh béank unable to walk. He hs
top,; hed seen us below - got excited end somehow or othaer huriled
over. It was 2 horrible business resily to discover that he had

& broken leg, We were 21l thenkful thet Huck was xith us to admin~
ister first ald, and it was nch long wefors he was iying on & ground
sheet with his leg in "willew! oo-i:“s, 2id hls body wrapped in
puitiess We didn't ngoy our iunrq mLcn Deceuse therc nhe wes  in a
very unhappy freme of mind. e . & it we hope) by crushing
an aspirin in e rethe: ~?”1Zzly ing cu erd tert, ard giving i%
¢ himi The nex: hlI wes how im he We made a dreary
procession realiy - four of us ground shcet and
took turns in Caffylﬁﬁ him home thet wa i oliowed in some
peddocks by ddeful cows, end 2lso on ihe w»y nome saw & sick horse,
and cow, s0 decided that we had "had" farmy trips in 2 big way and
hed oun fiil of sick enimels. Evewv?" goturaed out ell right, but

..J,.’.‘

only efter & visit in & truck ©o T vet with Molly et the wheel.
end Wendy and me as'nurses'. Fol all tha® we had a good day.
Leedar: gune Rudd.
Nox in Periy. ©9.
Trip Nn. 2682, bedk 2 OTATARA .

The weather was very doubtful and chily Wendy end Jurne braved
the elements end ceught the 2.30 Lbas for Negier. We disemberked
at the Weitenz? Ruddge tc find D gve, Tommy end Ancus, just errivic.
as the e time. In & few momesnts Nerms 2ad his YKivi RBand" h-ve
inte sighi, =2nd we hed quite e rzunion on the reilway lina re:r the
gide of the rosd. It was decid~i o woik gliong e stop-Lank 4o
the Radcliffoe Bridge at Ctiiira, asve o o end restutn on the
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other side c¢f the river, cath the bus and then home. Just as we were
starting out it teemed, and we ‘hid as it were,under a large bushi
rained in spasms untiY we were nearly thers, and ,
and we were all pleased we had come, and sorry fo
had stayed at home. We had lunch by the ge, -
‘of the "Kiwis" which amused us immensel They then - £,
had 2 couple of hours snooze in the sun which was very nzce 1nﬂeeé.
Angus gave us part of his life stor ry, end we all h
sleeps! We had & very enjoyable *”19 back along %t
side. in cur opinion jeing prettier then the cher;.~f
lovely. We resched the Napier Highway Jjust in time
people to get on before they had time 1¢
looks and remarks péssed by the busgload
The Nepier kids didn't have long tc welg,
and engoyable day.

: : ; ~of7 for our Worfhy
A Jt@n 8 about 5. Coming home from Ha
the grit from Ruepehu, #nd we alil suff _
you Mrs. Clayton an d Merge fcr your hcsp balltg.k;.g

ueasen& .JM, Claytgn & ;»Bﬁé&Q&

Now» 1n‘Barty.»: 1lak,,
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Nov. 3rd - 4th. Rengaika
ol B p s
Account not yet to hand.

&
PR o § o TR RN

209, Hove 18th - 13th.
Mﬁé&”/*’\/ :E;’ b 4" e ' .
Clem's car L ,gbt the Hapier paTu} S0 Mrs. Tanner sy Naney
tcansporte& the *oca”on Tne erection of .tenis, cutting of big logs
and swimming preceded the moonlight rcvels ”lth torches and eel
spears, which ended with the victim's es capeafter a great struggle.
We consoled our bodies with heat from & g«orlous boniire. At 1l.45
rm we insulated that hest in s*ebb;ng b358 under the stars.
Surday was sunay and calm, ushered in by rural sounds from land,
water and sky. Soon -we climbed tarough trces to the ridge to see
Ruapehu's smo“e’clouds, while the Sunday pariy of 12 and some
Hereworth boys located the camp below. After lunch, swinming and
log-riding mads many joyful, while the brilliiant sun painted pink
colours on verious areas of epidermis. The boys entertained the
more decorous grown ups with exhibitions on the mud slide. The
Te Awanga duo arrived full of vim in the middle of everything.

The day was perfect and all strcamed back over the hills to
rome before sunset. Clem leaving the equipmoent of tents ete at
lolly's home. £ very pleasant trip to a charming river,

’n'party': 19
: ; Angus Russell. .

. Y4 -
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PRIVATE _TRIPS.

Waimakarirli River - (Carrington Hut —~*ﬁhitefc¢1"Bivvy.
May 5th - 12th, 1945. : |

Thres derelicts from "Capping - Week“ and one stray H. T T. :
left Christchurch by the Hokitiks express on Saturday mo“ning, in
perfect weather which stayed with us for the entire trip except
- for the last two hours when we hadé to don. -oilsklns a8 we came

doRmm the river. At Springfield, we changed into a "goods't tra*n
plus one carriage (presumably for our benefit as Lhere were no-
;other paasengers) after a &;ight altercation with a refractovy
railway official who definltely did not approve of the change

over and who as deflnitely gald so. However all &oubta were
'quickly dispersed, on the appearance of the Staticnmaster who
allowed us to proceed on the "goods" ' without further ado. So
away we went as far as the Bealy Bridge, . where by spec¢a» aig~ -
vpensatien, the train stopped and four packs, ice axes and. trampers
“hurtled down on to the track - away went the train wthwa”d while
we picked ourselves up, heaved on our packs, grabbed our ica axes
and started on our trek up the Waimakariri rlvar,~w»‘ : Srrd

‘ This prcved good going,f ‘the river being very 10w and in
_two and a half Hours we came to the Anti-Crow Hut in spite of
heavy packs and several pauses. Here we found a party of thres
C.M.C. (Canterbury Mountaineering Club) members and two very
3uvenile deer stalkers who were roaming the ranges in;pursuit of
gana,

: A good Lot meal gquickly followed by luxurious bed (Bleep~
well mattresses)accompanied by the drone of the C.M. C. members
who were recounting to the two juvenlle deesrstalkers gruesome
details of past search parties., A leisurely start the following
morning but not before another party of C.M.C. members arrived
~from Bealy, who after casting furtive and digapproving gdances
at the itwo women folk, disappeared into the hut and more or .
less stayed ther until we moved on.

A gentle amble up the river brought us to the Carringuon
Hut about four hours later. his we found occupied by iwo members
of the Esrarua Tramping Club &nd one Les White, C,M.C. and later
on, oub two young friends whom we had met at the Anti-Crow hut
joined us. So here we were a party of nine and only eight "Sleep-
wells" so this meant that one very disgruntled C.M.C. had to sleep
~on plain sacking and no mattress! Shame! - Hot stew and so to bed,

The next day, Monday, we were away by 8-30 am - a party of
eight, as all the other occupants of the hut, save one, decided
to come too - three to return that sams‘night to Garrington hut.
The Whitse Col bivvy was our distination. So up the White river
for an hour or 73, then a seramble up a four hundred foot sgnow-

govared scraie Tnerc we came to A track which runs parailel with
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Nora Finn is 1eaving us for pastures new so we,get busy
 and plan a ‘farewell trip to the Kaweka Hut. Saturday aftar— B
noon sSaw Seven packed up and on the road and in due course -
arriving at the usual place where cars will go no further

-~ and the passengers me tamorphise into these strange creaturss -
trampers. A ‘two and a .quafter hour walk, ‘scrabble, climb and
piod eventuated in seven dishevelled tramners arriving at the
- hut in the evening and quickly se+t1¢ng dawn to the WLSinQSS‘,
- of eaﬁing and 1aue”'slaeping. . b

it '5.30 am, all but one were wrapped in th
: ‘ﬁorpheus 80 the One turned over and dozed off, - ‘
- on'the billy for the morning cup of tea. This wgs served at
7 'am to the accom@animent of groans. and sighs from various =
" occupants o6f the bunks but these were passed unheeded and soon
‘breakfast was on the way and later still the party was on its
~way-up the ridgs at the back of the hut, making«£:.5”e Dbivvy.
Here the wind began to make itself felt - blowing i emendous -
gusts So that at one moment one had to cling to the ridge with

o and fest as if bcwing in obeisance to some | len

thé next - going for one's life making ss much as he: way as it
one could before the next blast thréatehed to 1ift you off yeur ‘
feet . entirely. 4t the top, . the wind devaloped into quite a
presentable gale. ‘The weatﬁer forecast of "variable wxnds” fcr
the weekend, we felt was somewhat of an underestimation,

we battled against the fury that greeted us. All thought of -
goling over 1o the bilvvy was very quickly disyella& and the un~
‘animous opinion was to get down into shelter. A climb down
into a shingle gully leading into the right~hand.brancn of the
creek that pasoes the tut, socn gave us shelter and a quieck
run down to the hut where we han'a spel? and a8 boil up befere
8 ting out for ‘the rozd, ‘ :

on raaching ﬁas*iPﬁS, one of the cars showed omanous AT
‘gigns of a’ ‘slow punciure - a ghastly hlss&ng sound ~ the
gallant companion, says he "go for your 1ife" ~and believe me, i
gshe ~went with the Wind and’ wona . 5 '




A +-ound T2ip Irom Big Hdiii Statios: .

This was another .farswell trip for Nora Fini and this
time to Big Hill statioh and Ruahine Hut returniig vy BLE
Hill Stream and Herrisk' s Hut. ) o

4L perty of seven sebt of - four in *the morning and three
in the afternoon -~ the morning party picking up Jack Raylcr at
the homestead and sallying forth Tilled with high hopes of
reaching the hut via the new route around Big Hill, 1in good
time. Alas! fate intervened and five and a half hours passed
before this par¥y ultimately reached the hut as they had had a
terrific sitrug.le against the wind once they had got on the top
of the range - such wind that you just had to lean on it to
maké any progress wnatsosver and then with.your eyes shut be-
cause of the sand =nd shingle bsllowing in and around. How-
ever this party did reach the hut khat night which was more than
the later party succeeded . in doing. .They proceeded up the
orthodox route - .over Big Hill - but they had not reckoned with
the wind that developed to gale force as they ne=sred the top
of Big Hill. BSo terrific was the breeze and the consequent
spraying of shingle on ones' bare legs that without hesltation
they decided to let the furies have it and to seck shelter in a
mamn, ka2 gully until the wind had died down, For three hours,
they crouched and lisiened 3o ths roaring of the ¥#ind &s 1t be-
laboured the western side of the hill then as there seemed no
lessening, the thres beat a hasty retreat back to the home-
stead where they were mosit hospitably entertained by irs Ormond.

By 7-20 pm ths wind was delinitely losing its blast so the
party much refreshed, started off again. This time Dby the new
route which skirts rcund the left side of the hill. Dusk was
falling and very soon they werse travelling by torchlight and
after much mucking around - losing and regaining tracks - they
found themselves in the stream bed which flows into Big H1ill
stream - glow worms provided a waysids thrill - and then having
come to the conclusion. that they had definitely stepped off the
dotted line at some point they prompily dossed down Ifor the
nignt and waited for dawn. At 5,15 am they were soon on the
right track and making for the Ruahdne Hut and breakf~st.

Hut reached at 9 am thus creating a a record of thirteen hours
and 2 half time into the hut -~ but not all travelling hours!:

The advance party hgd moved on  half an hour earlier (with
the tes) making for No Man's but thelr enthusiasm petered out
by the time they reached Lessong's and they retraced their steps
to the turn off for Hellowback where the later party later found
them hiding In the tussock. Well now we were a2ll joined up at
last, and sc proceeled along Holladwback Ridge soon dropping off
down a shingle slide - through a mass of *tangled szrub and fin-
ally fell into the Big Hill stream. A4 pad?le do:. © for an hour

R
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and a bit - a scramble up the steep bank and soon we were at
Herrlcks' enjoying a wellearned wp cup of te~ before nmeking
the last lap back to Big Hill Station in the late afternnon

on reachinb nnstings, one of the cars hdd a really nice
type of blow out and she did'nt even say "go for gour lifre".
He had "had" it!

CLUB NOTIGES,

At the recent Executlve meeting the following sub commlutees
were appointed. : :
Search Committee.
The Preszdent E.S. Craven, The Club Captsin, N. L
ELder, {he Secretary, M. Molineux, and Dr. Bathgate. :

" N.L. Elder, L.Holt, A. Russell A;Todpg;

Fixtures Commlttee.
N, L.glder, U.Greenwood, I. Wilkinson, A Russell.

800191 Commlttee ﬂotice . ‘ -
"~ In future a roster of 211l Club members is tc be drawn
up for supper duties. One member of the Social commlttee ‘and three

others w111 be respon81b1e for the dlspen51ng of supper at meetlngs

leture Llst : ‘ :
~Due to uncertaintyvas to whct trﬂnsport w111 D° ;
available in the New Year there hss been no Fixture List drawn.

9p yet. However as soon as possible the list will be issued to
members, and in the meantime we. w111 hcve to depend. cn the meetings
for knowledge of trlps.' S

Next Meeting

will be held on the 17th January 1o46.




