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- A national revival in tramping and kindred activities
is apparent and has been for some time; ' evern beéefore the release
of V.E. Day. Perhaps. an explanation is neither necessary nor
easily forthecoming but some understanding of the circumstances
must guide the Club's policy. Members have shown commendable
club spirit at our fortnightly reunions and in club.activities
only more or less associated with our main purpose.’ Such a spirit
augurs well for the months thet lie ahend. = That a tramping Club
exists for trqmplng 15, no doubt. an obvious trulém but one of
which we must not. lOSb sight. And now that we have our members
back from overseas, ..we must see to .1t that we do get out. A
releasge from extra War dutles for most of us - the presence of
many keen new members and the double ration ‘of benglne are all-
conditions set fair for the ranges and for ‘the “beaches. - Our
hopes and talks and plans must be of weekend trips - of opening
new routes -~ of sites‘for our next huts and (may it be forgiven)
of arduous working perties, These last certainly linger longest
in one's memory but they grow rosier in retrospect. It may @wen
be, that our membership continuing to grow,  we shall once again
have 'to seek another home for ourselves and our gear'— this by no
means an unmixed ploasure.‘ 4 ,

Let us to it then, and~get once more into our stride.

. 000000000000000000000
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TO OUR OVERSEAS MEMBARS.

Lindsay Lloyd..Hullo. Lin = Jsnet has predd sll:your letters to
Club Meetings and they have been 2 source of great amusement

to the members, Your capacity for -talking your way into and
out of various situstions has got Janet s trifle worried - she's
beginning to feel she might be outclassed when it comes to a
skirmish, Anyway kecp up the letters Lin, we can take any

number, Good huntlng and best of luck from us sll,
Sealy Wood. Both your alrgraph and your sirletter to hand Sealy
many thanks. ... You certainly made our mouths- water when your
description of the Austrisn Tyrol was resd out at a Glub o
_meeting. We' re green w1th envy my boy, but would like to
"héar more sbout it. =~ It's hard to believe s simple 1little

thing like 8 non-fraternisstion rule is sny obstaclc to 8 K1w1.
All the best Sealy, from the Gang. ~

Arch Lowe. Like Scaly's, your letter made us feel vcry envious,
Arch, I suppose you will be brightening up the Waiksmoks
“Hut by appearing in leather shorts, embroidc¢red.braces snd:
"Wearlng a feather in your hat - not to mention, the yodecl, of
course, We'pe expecting s verbal account from you. shortly
on your impressions of Austris ond ltu 1nhab1tants, Tons

of Luck, Arch, from the Club.. :

Jack Hannah And with you Jack, we should couple Jsnct, of

cours The kids wcre thrilled to get your lctter snnouncing
that you 'd gone and been and done it, Haek and ‘arc looking
forward to seccing you both before 1on - - Prepasre Jenct for

the worst, Jack, beforc you bring her to thc Club. Mceting.
COnqutU18thnu and baws of 1uck to- you both from tho H T G -

Dudley Shepherd we hear some - of your lugamge is™ sddrcosed

. "Hastings" Duddlcs., . Good work, Have o Tecling this

" Bulletin will be chasing you round s bit. -~ We'll" h(vo to .
‘hire the Assembly Hall when you gct back - cur’ Club room is .
bulglng these days. Not suggesting your girth hes 1ncrcased
by the way., . Be seelng you, Duodlou e Bevt of Luck '
Nancy Wllllams. A SllGan from your dlrectlon SUggcJtc thqt
you afe on the move Nqncy..- We hope it is so snd that 1%
won't be long before you're comlnv out: to- 8 meetlna with the
other quler membcpsuu Here' hoplngq All tho “best from
the H T, : o A : o "'A

Ron Gralg, How are thlnvs w1th you Ron9 Your mchments have
been wrapped in mystery lately but.we hope-that before long you
will be appearlng in person to give us s thrilling sccount of
your experiences., Cheers and beers from all H.T.C, members.



Harry . Rlchdale. Many thanu for the 1otter Harry - We verg
pleased $o. hear how things are with .you. :Drop in . ometime . .. .
will you and let the Glub have a look at you,~:; Bost of Luck :
from us all G R . o

Bruce - Beechey,_How goes 1t Boech9 Were the celebrqtlong up to
standard? - BExpect: the reprcsentatlvco of the Beechoy femily
overseas have mede the most of the: rcunlon. ~Ing your own -
words ”yours till the splnx bllnks" - the Clubu »

Frank Slmpuon. Hullo ﬁrank how arc you? HBVSD t heard from o
you lately but perhaps it's our fault for not: wrltlng,._ : _
Hoping to hear from you once ag in very ohortlyﬂ .Cheers from:
the 01d H.T C, : ‘ , : -

John Golllns.,Hero WG arc 8g81n, John, w1th the nld Bullotln -

hope it's not.: too long becfore you get your COPY. How sre ,
thlngs with you these dsys? It won't be long now before you,v
drop in on a meetln Loads of the best from us.all,

To Blll Hayman qmd Pop Gollott WhOPGVGP you may be wo d 11ke
to scnd & checrio and a grecting from the H,T.C. At the
moment we have no definite news of you but arc hoping it won't
bec long now beforc we hear from you both.,.  Good wishes and
best of luck from the Club.

Fedcratod. . Mountein Ciubé:'Annﬁél ﬂ@Otlh&

Access to State Forests. The moctlnﬁ exoresqod a otrong VlGW
that action should: be. taken: over the Makaroro and authorized
the committee. to take: actlon if requested,  .Oup. expericnce
appears to bec. 1solatcd An woneral the folatlon betwecn clubs-
end the forestry &uthorltlos ds most satl;factory, especislly
so in the Wellingtpn.district, -

Msps. A communLCitlon from thc SUPVQyOP Gcncral nOtlfleo the
extension of -contour meps -torforest and mountsin.arces :
ultimately, but this.is not: likely to be commenced within- the:
next five yesrs at lesgt. (Tnc new. contour maps make:
practically:no attempt to give: topooraphlcﬂl 1nformat10n in -
forestod areﬁo QP abova 2500) _ e

Huts. snd Tracks.; The fedoratlon are unw1111ng to take any-
regsponsibility for co—ordlnqtlon which might involve attemptlng-
to dictate to clubse: - The H.T,C, remit waes withdraswn after
discussion in favour of & recommendstion to clubs to comblne
regionally for schemes of hut and trsck construction,
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Accidents. All clubs are being urged to concentrate on
instruction in bush and mountain crsft immedistely. During
the wer.there has been 1little opportunity for gasining experience.
and with fresh'activity there w111 be g hlgh proportlon of
inexperienced beginners. -

Council of Sport. The meder-stlon declded to postpone a d66181on
on sffilistion but gsve permission for the Ski Council to
gffiliate o5 @ separatc'body. Doubts wcre expressed in two.
meinirespscts, firstly as to the. purposc snd functions of tho
Council, seversl delcgatcs being of the opinion that its
underlying interest was rather in the regimentation. than in the
promotion of sport, secondly that its orgenigzation made it
voth impossible for thc Federation or its members to securec
adequs te rcpresontatlon and unsuluable to put fOPWan the
Federation's Policy, -

Committee. With s large 1lst of candldqtcs Delectlon wasg
difficult and the club’n nominee, Tony Druce, wss unsuccessful
in securing election, Iy of the. conmittee are resident in
Wellington, 2 1n,AucK19nd, 2 in Taranaki snd 1’ in Dunedin,
which with the four vice-prcsidents representing Auckland,
Wellington, Christchurch and Timeru gives both'a recasonsble
distribution snd s strong enough nucleus, with the secrctary,
to take any necessary qctlon 1n Welllngton without delsy.

GENERAL - INFORMAT ION,

While in Wellington I took thec opportunity of investigating
verious matters which mey be of interest to the club,
Makaroro, Mr, Cullen has not yct had s decision from the
Forestry Department about access to the Maquoro, but thir
should be made in -the next few wceks.
Huts. The decr—-culling branch:arc only ooo“atlng in s omall
way et present but arc 1ntCPGSu6d in our proposals for:chasins
of huts in the Rushines and hquckss and have teken a.copy of
them, - - They offer to sharc on .o 50-50 basis in the cost and
Jabour of erccting huts which Ul]l be of mutual benefit, in -
the first instance-fop huts at the Makino Forks and on- the :
Te Atus Mahuri bush:line. | ' HEventually there is & possibility
thet ‘this might be extended tb the Kaimanewas, '~ The Waikemoka
Hut was their idea of & suitable type. ' oo S C
Bivvies. I attendecd o wmccting of the Tqrarua T. C. hut Committeec
They ere ot the moment cngqged on the rec-cction of & hut at the
head of the Tauherenikau vqlloy which will be of somcwhet the
same type a5 the Waikbmalks, but theilr futurc poliey :is 'to .concentrate
on- blvvves, with log W“llS, tarpaulin roof and 1log or tin
chimney at s cost of £9. and with-a.life of 10 =12 years.
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These bivvies sre to be sited far enough in to give access to
8 wide range of country. These of course give s big

saving of labour in carrying.

;Malntenance,' For hut maintensnce only the Ministry of Supply
~has sgreed with the T.T.C., to issue permits for necessary -

- meterials also for petrol for transport of this material,

- Physicel Welfare Branch., Their hut and track projccts appear

-~ to . have been abandoned in fsvour of holiday camps with

;radlatlng tracks for dsy cxcursions to points of interest,
. 8nd in any casc they appesr to be concentrating on the main
" areas of Eopulations No field officer has yet been appointed
for Hawke's Bsy end Mr., Benny of the depasrtment assured me
that no action would be teken in this aree without reference
to us,
Tramping Acthltlcs. There is intensc activity in Wel¢1nvton
at the moment with a largc proportion of younger members,
<A T.T.C. open night was pfefaced by meetings of Hut and .Ski
sub committees, the lastter drawing up sn instruction course
for the winter and checking gear. A trsck clearing party
of 25 hsd been out the previous weekend- and half a dozen
dried tents were becing rolled, while a working party were
clesring the elub-room walls for repainting. Three trips,
"~ two of thom high country were scheduled. on the notice board
for King's birthday, and it masy be mentioned that thesc
notices were attractively got up with photographs and notes
on route, equipment, cost etc.,. The proposal for "enerectlng
g hut in the Upper Tauhereniksu were thet ih the next few
weeks three parties were to be sent out, @ preparstory party
to fix the site and cut blocks, :then two parties of 30 to
dismantle the hut in Cone ﬁaddle, transport it dowa hllj and
re-egrect 1it,
"Agpects of Tramping" The T. T. C. have in hand two
publications. "Tararue Story" is the history of the club,
with & chapter on the ranges north of the Manawatu Gorge.
The other, "Aspects of Tremping", is of wider intercst, being
a8 hand.baook on tramping prsctice, bushcraft, equipment etc.,
and looks to be developing into a most\valuablersummaryg
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NEWS FROM OVERSEAS MEMBERS.
HUGH NELSON wrltes - - 15th May 1945

Dear Angus, : . ‘

I wonder how tnlngs are g01ng back in Napler these- days, T hope you are
getting around.as usual. T expect you will envy me being in. a. good.place for
some first class hiking. - I haven't been up_ Kanchenjunga yet snd suppose I
shall be ”ucky if T . get near the Himalayas. . I had an arrangement lalf made
with an N.Z. friend east of Calcutta to go to Dargeellng or’, Gingtok . He was P
even on to a ¢lue for gettlng into Tibet. . That is off how, but sometime I
may go to Garwhal end see Kamet or to Kashmir and take a look at Nanda Devi.

In the mean time I get about South India fairly thoroughly, being Field Engin-
eer for an &resa 1000 milés long.  The Nilgiri Hills are ounly 8000 ft. odd
rising from 2000 ft. plain, with jﬁngle and rock cliffs they ‘don't look very
impressive from the air. I 1mag1ne hiking therée would be quite impressive
with elephants roaming about and jaguars and what-have-you.

It is fairly sticky here just now with a temperature of 105 cdegrees and
very humid; it 1s .just brewing up for the S.W. Monsoon. ‘They. say it ceesn't .
rain in Madras and just stays fairly werm ©¢ill the N.E. Monsoon about Ncvember.
And then it does rain..

Things are looking pretty good across the Bay. I am hoping to move over
to Rangoon before long. I had quite a good time with the N.Z. 13th reinforee-
ments; a short time at Maadi then with the Indian. Army et Mena, most of the
time being spent on leave in Cairo and hitch hiking to Tel Aviv and Jerusa¢em.
I came from the Middle East to Bombay with a lot of W.Z. troops on their way
to collect their bowler hats. I am an engineer specialist in the Indian Army
worklng with Indians and English officers and meet New Zealanders or~y ace esion-
ally in the Navy and Air Force.

‘T hope the H.T.C. is still going strong and that the victory in Europe
will help you with the old M.T. problem 180 thuc your act1v1t¢es wul] be ‘bigger
and better. - _

BW’best w1shes to~a11 the folks,

blnperely yours, Hugh Nélson;
e e 2000000000 == m e
SEALY WOOD writes:< i3t July 1946 :
Dear. Klds, .
‘Here's & line from an bS@ntee mcmber to thank Vou one and all from the 2
H.T.C. for the tcontimiance of the "good work".  One smashing parcel of this
that and the next arrived in good coridition in Northern Italy, and the Andrews
very smartly went into a tin of illicit butter while yours truly turned out e

oyster patties & 1la mode, & la carte and benissimo for an assembled gang of
hungry M.0.s.

I seem to recollect dropping a line to Molly from the region of Venice in
which I mentioned having run into Dudley Sheppard at a Grand Opera jam session
in the Cenal City. I haven't struck any other old stagers as yev, but will
probably find them up in the N.Z. Div. Mountain Rest Camp in the Italian Tyrol,
if and when I get there.

I have had a glimpse of peaks, packs and mountain tracks since we came to
this town of Udine by virtue of having been twice over the Austrian border.
The route up through the mountains is a grand one, with bare rocky plnnao;es
rising temptingly above the spruce-covered hills, and the sight of a sev of
shorts and braces, a Bergen style pack and a feathered hat,.trudging along the
road endowing a sturdy peasant farmer, is provocation enough to induce a burst
of vodelling from any passing Kiwi. The Austrian countryside is sc like the

e - e et e L L B ~ - - S o e SRR
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- picture postcards and background to Santa Claus that one almost expects a team
of reindeer t¢ come galloping round the corner.  The Wdnthee See, a ten mile
“blue-water bush-fringed mountain lake, could be the ideal setting for the
"fthite Horse Inn", end I may state quite confidentially that the fresh complex-
1ons, the white blouses and the gay peasant skirts of the local lasses make
the "non~fraternisation" laws an extremely awkward,” curbing restriction.(Mark
you, I'm speaking from hearsay. only - or am 17). Some of our people have been
right up to the original Franz Josef glacier, and have returned with glowing
reports not cnly on the glorious scenery but also on the magnificent- hotels,
roadways, albergos, inns, chelets and what-nots which make the whole district
‘suc¢h a thoroughly delightful playground. Of course, the H.T.C. takes its
pleasures toughly, but aren't you just a wee bit envious?

Sealy.
P.S. How about the next. Easter trip into the Austrian Tyrol, Norm?

P.P.S. Austria is so beantiful, there's no time to botanizel Auf wiedersehn!

28th May 1945.
Dear Molly, ,

And that means also greetings to the H.T.C. Your Dec. Journal has just
caught up with me, and I am writing this to clear up tlhe wmystery of my whereab-
outs. Ny sudden re-departure from New Zealand in Oct., last, landed me in
Egypt for two and, a half months, and ®e the lest four and a half months T have
spent in @« most uninteresting job in a most uninteresting place in the most
uninteresting part of Italy - d own in the south, near Bari. = However, horizons
new have dawned in the last week with & move to the above address, and though
the suprlv of gorv doings has dwindled owing to the cessation of hostilities,
we still get the inevitable accldents and emergencies to keen up us going.
However, the fact of belng - now turn green, you blighters - stationed only
four miles from Venice is & pretty Teir compensation for the lack of work. I
have high hopes of seeing some of the neighbouring mountalns some time, but
will wrlte again and let you know progress. ‘

, Regards to all, - Sealy.

~f-;--—oooOOOooo-~—~—~m
HARRY RICHDALE writes:- 10th Jan. 1945

Howdee! ‘ :

Well I must thank you very much zndeed for the parcel which ar rlved a
couple of days before Chrlstmas end which was much appreolateca This year we
were put out of action for 24 hours and as you may imagine a very good time-
was had with the a051stance of 3 bottlas of beer per man, & spirlts issue from
the NALFI and-as much of the vino as one thinks advisable. This vino 1s not
all it's made out to'be especially the stuff available to us. Eaeh house,
especlal ly farm houses, 1nvar1ably hes a few enormous barrels but the quality
is almost 1nvar1ably poor.

We are living in & house, rather a good one with an open fire, and of
course quite a few have acquired wire mattresses. Unfortunately Jerrv has
been & bit too accurate occasionally and what with him and the concussion of
the guns it leaks in a few places and in one part is falling to pieces, but
on the whole we are wvery comfortable.

v The paper has probably told you thet we have had & "White Christmas’ and
* indeed there is some six inches of snow outside the door today.

" Leave here is on & low scale, 10 days in. 18 months in my case, but I am
much better off than the majority as I have seen both Florence and Rome, 7
days in Rome and 3 in Florence. While of course there is no church or museum
probably in the world to compare with St. Peter's, I prefer Florefice as the
latter place has more 1life, more shops, prices are more remsonable, and to cap
it the club is available with 81l civilian amenities. The staff except for a
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few soldiers is entirely Italian sund the service throughout superior to that

in Rome.  Well of course I saw the town and the msin.places of interest but
’that ean. be seen eny time by watching the illustrdated weeklies. :

'The main interests are the crafts . of which-I should think that cameo
manufacture, leather work, alabasier ware &and- esp801ally mosdic are the more

.1mportant I saw mosalc work, inlaid tables; mosalc plctures which could

ot be’ dlstlngulohes from prints at 3 feet, and 'dXl dene in stone. Stones:

'“fcome ‘from England, Greece, Belglum,.u,o.u., greenstone from N.Z. and lapis

Taguli’ from Russia. The price however is £60 English for'a pileture not more
than' 12 inches square, so you will understend why none is going home on my

:account _ Prlces through Italv have risen: many times to pre-war prlces, but

too dlSproportlonate.
Well mey I wish all.a Happy New Year and the Club &ll the best of luck
Yours -sincerely,
- W. Richdale.

..ARCH LOWE writes:- . 25th March 1945

”'Dear‘Club,

Yes, it's your frequent and constant correspondent with one of his many

 letters! I'm ashamed to try to think back to when I last wrote! . However,

in that time I have to acknowledge the receipt of another psrcel and asn Xmas
card, also the photo of the Waikemaka Hut I asked for. ) Manv many thanks ta

one and all concerned.

Up until a week ago my tramplng aCthltleS have been nil, but a tiny vill-
age in the mountalns and I made & bargain with the local bootmeker (the tail-
board of the truck is almost in his andow) to get my boots nailed, and today
is the second Sunday I've pounded thé rocks round about.  The trouble is that
these Ities build their villages so far up the mountains that one is almost .at
the top before starting. This one is.about equivalent to the Forks on the
Waipawa half way to the Waikamaka. There are one or two shingle slides about
but they are inclined to either end in suddendrops or to peter out into
"boulder-slides". I was about a querter of the way down from the tops and
resting by a trough on & weli-used track, when along came an old bird no more
than 4 feet tall and he "nattered" Eray to me at high speed.  The more I
told him that I didn't understand, thc faster he talked. He was dressed in
the most incredible rags and his shoes weré liable to fall apart =t any moment.
He wanted to buy my boots and clothes I was carrying: ‘most of then in my hend!)
I wonder if he thought -I'd like to go down in my bare feet? Anyway. after a
few moments he said he must continde, and as he zould only see ‘one track he as
much as invited me to walk-along with him, - But I was going down, not along.

I started off at a run and the last I saw' of him he was peerlng over the side
of the path 50 feet above me as' if he was sure I was crazy., By the time I had
worked my way' down about a -dozen cr sc waterfalls inm the dry wetercourse 1'd
chosen I began to agree with him! . I got back hére with half an hour ‘o .
spare before lunch. Qur water-cart driver puts on hot showers every day so 1
filled in the half hour there, then spent the aftermoon in my cot with the
radio turned on quietly to lull me to sleep ‘again in case any pest woke me!t .

.Last Sunday I went up the peak at the other side of our little vallev and there
was quite a fair bit of snow about. -However it's practically all gone from

there now and where I went today thére was no 51gn of snow, and even on the
ridge I was warm though stripped to the waist.

From the 7th o the l4th of this month I had leave in Florence and thoro-
ughly enjoyed it. Living in one of the best pubs in the town (the N.Z. Club)
with & hot bath in my private bathroom every morning; out of bed at the crack
of 8.30 a.m. every fmorn, Had a couple of hard cobbers with me so the first
day I was there I dragged them off to see ‘the opera "Madame Butterfly". We
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paid lQ/m for the seats and I enjoyed it but I had to put up with their abuse
for the rest of the week. - Twice a day almost every day we took in a different
theatre or picture somewhere but they made sure I didn't trap them into any
more eperas! Florence is a flat town similar in some ways to Christchurch,
but I found a bit of climbing in the cathedral. It's the third largest in
the world end by the time I climbed to the top of the dome I could quite

believe it! In spite of numerous army encampments Florence is still a city
worth seeing with some beautiful streets and gardens and of course incredible
churches.  Went one day to Pisa by truck, but it's an awful long way for a

one day trip in a three ton truck. However we had a couple of hours in which
to look at the cathedral and climb the tower and ring a bell on the top!
Time I was in bed. Cheerio to all.
‘ Arch.

: 1st July 1945.
Hello Club, : \

First of all many thanks for your welcome parcel which arrived a couple
of days ago. The mere detail of the Buropean war being over doesn't
unfortunately mean that our existence as field men ceases immediately, as we
are beginning to discover. However, in due course I hope to be well on the
way home before you have a chance of sending another such welcome parcel.

I have besa sitting around Triests since VE day, though we've shifted
our camp-site three times for reasons unknown to me. At the moment we're
enjoying life in & big Itie barracks about 7 or 8 miles from town and one
mile from the tram terminus. The dining hall has been the scene of one or
two dances. On Friday last there must have been about 200 girls there so
you can see they are not small dances. But' I don't know! Dancing is not
the same in a strange language. I can't get keen on it any way. -

We are quite close to plenty of good alpine country, but the locals have
& disconcerting habit of planting a village on top of what could be regarded
by us as & hill worth climbing. If one really tries to get into the untrod
mountains, damme if some kid of about 8 or 10 goes scurrying off the top with

& flock of scraggy sheep or a few cows which he is grazing there!

A few days ago I made a hurried tour into Southern Austria. That's =
lovely smiling country full of cold unsmiling people! The towns are much the
seme as we are used to here in Italy, though cleaner on the whole. The main
difference is in the country and farm houses we passed. They are far cleaner
and more tidy thean their Italian counterparts.

a8 you can see, this page has become a bit waterlogged. Well, 15 minutes
ago the sun was shining. It's shining now. But there's &« flood of water
going past the tailboard of the truck and while I was busy rescuing my bed,

this blew out of the truck! I'd no sooner picked it up, than the canvas hood
suddenly sagged, letting gallons of aque on to the bench elongside & pile of
assorted clothing and papers ete.!!! The thunder and lightning are still

daneing and cracking but the rain seems to be all over now. There was more
here in the 5 minutes just passed than would fall in = week on the Weikamaka
Saddle!

Have seen no sign of any of the Italian H.T.C. members lately. The last
time I saw Ron Craipg was in Fzenza about last Feb. I was very sorry to hear
of Fred's death, so near the end too.

Here's hoping to see you all again soon.

Cheerio,

R
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Members intcnding to go on thwr tr13 ﬁonbr‘v<t 2 =T
¢ifferent points 211 along the roubi. By‘t;: time we got to Te
Awenge the full complement hod beon collected. The int:intion
wag to ﬂfp301( the diffcerint 5u¢¢i,u running up Lrom th: bacche
When we resoched Rabbiv Gully we explored o long wey tow:ords the
hesd of t where we lighted o five ~nd hed lunche. Qur csmping
spot Was & proczrious norch on the sid: of the gully - Angus
got to work =nd hollowed out = fow resting plscoces wher:s memaisrs

s TR
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of the “I'.U. perched like S0 meny geannsets., 48 soon as the sun
left the gully we began to feel ¢hilly as a2 keen wind was blow-
ing, so down .to thc baaeh rzzin to continuc our :xploration.

We turned back about 3.30 £s it was gotting unplensantly cold
snd windy on the Weneh end” ‘reoched Clifton to find Mardi nnd
Lance Gr:en hnd come out for = run in the crr. Afternoon ten
over we¢ piled our pe cks in the e-r ~nd sct out to ridc home

in th: tieth of th: grle . Mild cxcitement ot Black Bridge
when June’s pedal flbw off just when shg wss in o most zwkword
spot im the ‘middle. Howev.r, angus with his customcry :fficicney
goon put thlngs right snd we continued on our wey only to run
into 2 hisvy downpour at Mengatercetere, Sy the time we wegohed
H:stings we were wet to the skin »nd cxhousted with our b:ttle
rgeinst the wind. Withal =n cenjoyeble doy..

Loasder @ Wendy P.scoc.

253. KATEKL HUT ) KING'S 3IBEHD.Y 7IZK -END
JUNE _20d_ - _4th,

The crowd sssembling for = lorry trip ot Holt's
rendezvous Wos v.ry reminiscent of pre-war days and th: spperr-
ence of Dr, B-thgrtc snd 3hirley confirmcd the ~tmosphore of
normsl times. Perhops thet wos cur e¢xcusc for sticking to
tredition to the extent of leoving <t 1.8 pemse - 20 minutecs
sftor schzdule, Ios secmed te undorstond the lorry hewever,
end we mode goed time te resch th: tr-ch shortly ~fter 3 o'clocke.
Some of th. confirmed eyeclists weroe timpererily ~f£ficted by the o
unrecustomsd meticn ¢f toking Yends ‘ot 30 mph. The party
rcoehed the hut in groups betwein 5. $O ~nd shortly ~ftor drrk :
thv new route cut of the Tut-ckuri %:zing of considernblc help.

L Kiwi wes h;tré t. 6711 twice in the vicinity of the hut but 2
strcng body of imit~te rs, during the revels f the weveniag, drove
him cut £ Gumﬁytltl N, ' ' ‘ :

I”“Vlng W rklnb p° rty ct flV» nt the hut, the cthers,
und cterred by the 13 st rt-ors, the chscurcd tops and ths ccld
Scutherly, strrt:d off <hiut ninish with nc fixed views on any-
thing., .4t the divide;, Zight clected tc persist townrds the ‘
4915 ( nnw Krinrohi ) ~nd the bivy,in ths hepe of me ting with
imprevad ecnditicns, - June, - ney, Hoather, Pat ond Ian~
PYCETE ssad leisurcly beek tc join the we rklng party. During
lunch hour ot the forks below the bivy, ezlm suﬂshln; cnticed us
on 8¢ with o short wigkt of inspecotion ( the bivy is by nc meons
boyend repnir ) we moved on te the main ridge rgein. 4 fine
vicw cf Rucpchu summit standing cut clerrly from a thick
blnrnket ¢f mist rewerrd:d cur coffcrts. During the hrlf-hcur
walk tc the Trig the Western pancrms clcarcd ~stonishingly
and for cdd half-hours the remn~nts of the ?ﬂstyr trip (Jonn,
Lrve ond dngus ) we uld draw uur ”tt nt;vu Tt funny 11tt1“ bums
cn th' Keimanowss. 4 repoat sttack n the Xeimancwas sc.ms to
be indicnted.  The r- .turn to the hut by the sam: reute (cmitt-
ing tha blVJ and dedging Couk's Horn ) wrs timed te avoid the
derkness ond to ccnnect with the stew.  wpzart from cutting
geveral cords of fire wcvd cleening the hut, preps rln meels,
painting the roof «nd torring the maltheid wmlls Lha wcrking




p:rty“;f".w b hove dens very 1ittlo.

nIt’“;P "yericty " evening ~nd 211 night stoking by
Jrek the orowd: was. in. flno fettle next day, 1ith a feew to
enabling . the. Napler -and - other outlyln members. o Zet home
vefore the last hus it - was decid=d to make for the ro«d gfter
an early 2Junch. '+.n advsnce squad left shortly affer breakfust.
~fter meking: gool. time to the rozd we arrived- b ¢k to unterteln
the public ogfheir way home to sveoning mecls. There is some
thing to be said both ways for g:tting bock in daylight. an
enjoynblsa trip'and the ¢lub is duly grrteful for ths transport.

~ No in phrty @ 18 A_
Locder i Stan Croven.

2o4. C..NCBLLZD.

255, Juns 24th.
OHITI - P...

lhc p rty cssemblad ot 3outhlond -Xé corner «% 9 O8clock.
4 pre Ccd nt  we S cr’”tﬂd by avaryons ~rriving cither Sefor:s or
puncturlly ~t nins:, the only dcf ulter being thy lorder who, v
working on th: ~ssumption. th +t the H.T.C. ors usu- 1ly 1rste, arrived
~hout two minutes prst the hour! Tickcd up J° v - Lynch ot 3tortford
Lodg: and h-d & ple s=nt rid:s out to E*rnhll’ where We wore supposcd
to mset hngus in the vieinity of the c.m-tory. Howover heoving gat
on the wrll for som: tim: ~nd é&iscuss:d ths morits ~nd c:imerits of
¥arious tomg ston:s w:e doeided ho wosn't comlag,bnd vushsd on to
Ohiti. Heving rorchad the at-tilon ~nd obtrin:d. crmission we

;.

decidzd to go on to th: 3pring for lunch. Div, { who 3y the way
wrs cr~ther overcome £t Axndlns hiﬂavlf ¢ solltory mele ~mongst cight
frir members of th opposite Suxi), &7V. ° good G.omonstrstion of

how unot to cross = ford on ~ bicy ela. Th: rost of the prriy

prel frred the le¢sz haz rdoud mst hoéﬁf crosslng by Jrldguo «t the
Spring we boiled up ~nd syent ﬁrpl;“s nt. hour until = we we re rudcly
disturbed by Dove, who, f-ullns nis respons ivilitics »s the only
man of the pnrty, decided thsre should Ec ~ctlon. It took him.

some timec to rouse th. rest of ths prrty from their -fter 1unch_
lethargy but he Lln'liy got LVurJ onc.on her Loit. 7. wendered
over to visis the romsmins of - cemetery (-~ morbid d-y irom thet
point of view ) nnd, ~then we cht up on to-the o0ld. po, Slt;.f

L8 WE WH nt%d to g0 over ‘nd ooK -t the 1”Lu 1¢ meds our
wal beek to the stiotion where we porked our bikes in tnv crr< of
Julin fand Bdn~. The routs lay through the bull prddock bubt we
kept very clos¢ to the finc. line! A% the 1- k. we snt on the hank
- 1d spent £ lezy helfhour N”bchldg th- working. éut ot the sbzrnsl
urasnglc in the swen world. Clumps of rushes: mov1ng with the wind
coused quit:s o lot of speguls thu fmong the porty on th. benk.
Then beck to the stotion: wher. the billy wos b0111n5 on ths river
Perlk.  The ride hom wrs unevientful - Storuford Loag:_q ing:
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256. July 7th - 8th. .
M RABLTOT.LRL STRILM

OCELE BRTLCH

L trip, combining members of th: H.T.C. -nd Kiwi T.C.
wes recently mede to our old crmping site in the Maraestotaors.
Pour members of the HT.C. 1lcft Hrstings in two cars picking up
Jeck Toylor »t Urrggy Renge bridg.. The ground ssem:d dry so we
took the crrs over the pr ddocks to ths sh. phord's hous: wher: we
perked them in the shed. We wnlked over to the streom having the
adventege of dzylight ~11 the way, pitched comp and collectcd
hedding in the half dork., Two HT.C.'s and five Kiwi's chos: =
circuitous .routc through theé paddocks snd srrived, sIfter darxrk to
find the firc - husp of cmbers suitsblc only for coohlng. How:ver,
we soon hsod the billy boiling, = menl wnas cooked and soten and two
minute tents werc c¢ricted for the junior memb:irs. wccommodctbion
for th. nlght seomed worm (nd comfortshls = 2t lenst there ware no
complnints. N.xt morning d-wned with the westhzr dzfinitely o
r=ther nasty so Jreck Trylor dceidid to go back to Croggy Jnnge =nd
s:¢ whnt luck he had had with his treps. The more hsrdy members
of the HT.C. together with the cnthusicstic supporters of the X,
T.Ce finelly left ormp ~nd mnde their way over to Occnn Berch,:
whers they b011vd up ond h~d lunch undcr rather unfe vour:bln- :
conditions. They retroced their stops to crmp by wey of the frlls
only te find on their return thae the romakndcr of the porty wore
stil. lorthe to lesve the tent., Then follow:d gencrrl rotivity in
the woy of ~ hesty mecl nnd the brooking up of the ermp. Brek to
the errs and = spot of hoth r with th: mud -t the big houss.
Howev.r, the evaillnble menpower wes mobiliged ond we got throughs
xulte ¢ gooad WQC;—Qnd.fTOmimOSt points of vicwe . oo R

No in party : 12
‘Lendzr 0 o1 J. Taylor.

257, July 22,
‘TRES PI“NTING LT _TE WLTL PR.K.

The origin~i “S;lgnm nt for thws worklﬂg parby was
the dlgglna of =~ thouscnd holcs for troe plonting by the Board.
However ~g ths Qupply of tress wrs restricted the totol number
of holes to be dug dwindled considercbly. -« lorge porty volunteer-
ed 2nd were transported by prive s coroup to the park. Bveryone
worked with ¢ will ond bJ thre: o'clock the-required number of
holes hod bewen dug snd “pproximet:iy 110 trees hzd be:sn plonteds




Th.
Angus was bhe prime mover in the building of a huge bon fire
of 211 the dead wood lying and standing asbout & Nancy
cooking sausages on the outskirts looked as though she would
emulate Joan of -Arc at any moment. There was the usual
by-play provlded by Les Holt who annoyed Nora by putting
luscious juicy worms down her neck. It started to drizzle
round about three ofclock so it wasn't much use doing any
more. Bveryone packed up and made for the cars where boots
were changed and coats removed.

o -in ‘party : 19

Lesder - .+ M. Molineux.

'qooOoooooQOOCOOOOOOOCoodoooQOOOoo

SOCIAL __  NOTSES.

News from Englsend that Jack Hanneoh is now s marrisd men
gave great ple-~sure to Club memb:rs who knsw him wsll., We
are looklng forwsrd to s‘vlng both J”ck (nd his wife before
very long. '

To Arch nnd Joan Toop the G1uﬁ{off6r3—its sincerc
congretulations on the arrivsl of 2 son, who it is hoped will
one day follow in the :=nergstic tramping footsteps of his
fe thnra ‘ :

: We sre.very p15>bhd to wolcome Huck Finn beck to our
midst. She has teken a position at Royston and hopes-for plenty
of active tramping in the¢ naeor fubure She will probsbly be
plenning anothcr pttemnt on tne Keimn nﬁwc orossing before;very 1
long. ' G

A letter from Tubby fo rrtlly ennounces that she is on
thn roed to rccovery - @ piec: of informstion in which her old
friends will have much plessurs. #We were thrillied to get your
letter Tub 2nd hope it won't be long before you'rs your old self
egain.

000 ,

CLUB ____MBITINGS.

The cepncity of the Club Room hns been taxed to its
utmost during the lsst few months with = full housec at precticelly
every mestinge. This continued intersst in medtings is surely
indicestive of the coming of batter times for Ehn Club and we can
reelly begin to feszl we are on the upgrnG: Be¢varal new members
heve beezn brought slong =nd 1ntroduced to thﬁ blub.

~ A scheme has been insugursted Whvrcby Slectha membErs
nre rsqu1rcd to givs ten minute talks on verious espzcts of
Tremping and the Club Ceptéin led off wwth 3! short lecturs on the
contents and packing of = peck. A '
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It is to vz hopced thet old members kaowledze will be

rcvisszd nand thet the n:w membors will goin from the

prsscd on from cxpericnced btrompors.
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- PRIVATE TRIPS.

HITCH HIKING.

It was Wlthout any conscientious scruples at a1l that two mem-
bers: of ‘the H.T.C. ‘planned a hitch hiking trip somewhere in the
South Island. e agreed it ‘wds useless to Have our itinery cut and
dried ‘when undertak1ng~uuch a ‘vague trip, so, beyond making arrange-
ments to dccupy a hut at Waiho (Franz Josef) on the night of Jan 22nd.
no definate plans were made., Tne party met on the Wellington Railway
Station on the afternoon of lMonday Jan 15th. and proceeded to the
Waterloo, meeting Ezra John Bartle en route. The dust of the day was
gargled away and then Nan Clayton. joined-us for dinner which proved
to be a very satisfactory meale. On arrival at the Ferry we really
began to feel we were on our way - this being so; we sought our bunks
without any delay and, having assumed a recumbent posture, were rcady
for anything. The night was not without incident but dawn found us at
Lyttleton with everything under controle.

Some little reorganisation of luggage was necessary at Christ-—
church as- we intended to consign our suitcases to Hokitika hoping to
pick them up at a later date. Taking charge of the Ladies Walting
Room we proceedpd to transform oursclves from pcrfecbly normal
females into objects of profound interest, the process being a sticky
one as it was found that a 21lb. bag df‘sugar had burst in one of the
packs. The attendant v1cwed our act1v1t1eo with a. very jaundiced eyc
and not a little suspicion,

At 3pm. our arrangements more or less complete, we caught a dbus
which finally delivered us in Hanmer where we intenhded to linger for
a few hours and pass the time of day with friends. However, they
tempted us to stay and herc we tasted the fruits of idleness for
close on three days, with beautiful surroundihgs, pleasant company,
lashings of food and much opportunity to slcep. To show our intentionc
were genuine we left by bus on the Friday morning on the next stage
of ou“'aourney over the Lewils Pass to Reefton.

It wasn't long before disillusionment sct in - a strako had
been declared on the West Coast and was sprcading fdpld Ve Iio rail
transport, no -road transport, a poor prospeot for two hitch hikers!
At about 4 o’clock we disecmbarked in the main street outside the
most impcsing hotel in ‘the town. Things looked bleak but not hopc-
lcss so we put on our boots, bought a loaf of bread, changced our
nether garments in thc lounge and generally prepared for the roade.
Plenty of helpful advice followed the Expotition as it sct off under
the admiring gagze .of thc old 1nha‘b1tants9 carrying, what felt lLike
a combined weight of two tons. However, we were not destined to stag-
ger far before a magnamimous truck driver stopped and offercd us a
1ift to Grcymouth. There we spent a cheap but not uncomfortable
night on the grandstand at the race course!

Next morning we were on the road at 7.30. full of hopes that
our technigue would have profitable results. However, whether our
technique was poor or whether the cars were too full to be bothered
we never quite ¥new - anyway, our progress was discourageingly slow,
By lunch time we werc not much more than half way to Hokitika and
endeavouring tc look on thc bright side of things. As it was raining
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We lunehed 1n railray shed on a small siding - so small that its
namc_has eludod me. It was round about 3.30 that we sat on our packs
by thc side of the road having d801ded that the distance between
‘Greymouth and Hokltlka, 25'miles,; was a gross understatement, It was
the longest, hardest and hottest road we had yct becn suffered to .
tread.»Howevor, a kindly Providence was 'qatehlng over us and Wc. were
picked up by a Public Works cngineer who was going to flaiho to asscss
the damage caus sed by a severe storm a nlght or two beforc. A puncture
~and various dclays causcd by slips, wash outs and damaged bridges
wore small affairs and it was an extremely se*fnsqtlsfled Bxpotition
that fimally found itself delivercd bag and Eagguge at Walho. Mrs.
meOormlck, from whom we had hlred the hut met us w1th food and tea
and a2 very warm wclcome.

~Though our stay at Waiho was destined to be short and rather
overshadowed with anxicty as to the uncertainty of our futurc move-
ments we enjoyed every minute of it, We had to be ready at = moma1t8s
notice to evacuate the hut and take the opportunity of the first
1ift offering as the strike looked as though it would be prolonged

indefinately., Conscqucntly wc could not go too far aficld - the
weather was another factor in the curtailment of our activities,
but in spite of everything we managed to see all thc most picturesque
spots close at hand. To our regret we were not able, in the limited
time available to go on to the glacier or take the plane trip.

By Wednesday it looked as though the strike had settled down
for an indefinate period, so most of the visitors to Franz Josef
snent the greater part of their time planning how to get away to
civilisation without much official transport. The Expotition dis-
cussed ways and means and finally came to the conclusion that it
was all in the lap of the gods. On Wed. evening our luck turned and
by the greatest stroke of luck we managed to fall in with a lorry
driver who was persuaded to take us out of Waiho. A night was spent-
at the only hotel in the townshlp of Wataroa, where the Ainhabitants.,
-made us very welcome. Next morning we were out early and were. lucky::
enough to be offered a 1lift in an already overcrowded car going to
ureymoutho The journey was without incident and we were put down at
Kumara Junction about midway between Hokitika and Greymouth. Another
conveyance hapoened to be on the spot and we finished the journey
into Kumara arriving gbout 5.30., Kumara, we were informed was the
birthplace of Richard Seddon and at one time a flourishing gold -
mining centre, but its glory has eeflnately departed and we were
somewhat oppressed by the general air of delapldatlon, However, we
had a very comfortable camp for the nlght in a back garden with a.
bathroom and plenty of hot water thrown in.

Our next port of call was Otira and our chances of making it
next day were sllm.as practically all traffic on this road had
ceased. However, we were away by cight and struck a ride almost °
1mmed1ately with some mill hands, who finally dropped us about six
miles out of Kumara. We spent the grcater part of our morning eating
and dawdling alono the road eXpeCtan any moment to be picked up by
some good Samarltan driving a truck. However, it was our day out so .
we began to tramp in earnest. At mi&day we were rather hot and -
weary and evidently presented a pitiful spectacle to a kind soul who
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was working in one of the few gardens we saw on our travels. She
took us in .and fed us with junket, scones and tea. lMuch refreshed
we set sail for Jackson'sy which, we were led to believe was a met~
ropolis somewhere on the road to Otira. We walked steadily all after-
noon until, finally, in the gathering gloom and a steady dovmpuor
of rain we reached Jackson's. It consisted of a railway 51d1ng and
a hotel which had long since seen better days, Any place is a port
in a storm so we were very pleased to get in out of the rain. Hot
baths and dinner were much apprc01at@d and then we dried boots, socks
and tent in front of the fire in the "lounge".

The rain had not abated néxt morning and Jackson s presented
a depressing sight. The Expotition sat on the bleak verandah of the
hotel and watched the traffic flashing by! At approximately 1 pm
the baker's van maklng a bi-weekly trip from Kumara to Otira loomed
out of the mist. The driver was large and jolly and immensely tickled
with us. Crowdcd in the fromt of the van we listencd to his remin-
iscences and did our best to bersuade him to take us on to Christ-
church. Otira was all he could manage, though and we were grateful
for that - anything was better than Jackson's. The Hotel recceived us
for the night and we werce thankful to see Sunday dawn c¢lear and fine.
The walk over Arthur's Pass was something to be rcmembercd - a Tovely
clear day with a light bmecze to temper the heat of thc sun. e
halted necar the sunmit, boiling up on the river bank, A lonc cyclist
rcd headed and cracking hardg without a shirt sharcd our rcpast. He
was endeavouring to ride from Greymouth to Christchurch. in one day,
but disaster evidently overtook him, as we passcd him at dusk walk-
ing down hill and whepllng his blcycle, still meny miles from his
gocal. Wo reached Arthur's Pass in time for afternoon tca - what wec
couldn't eat we carried away! Thé village appcared dosoruca 50 wWe
sat in the sun and wondered gust what our next move would be. As
the sun wént dovm it became: very cold so we decided to look rouné -
for a spot to lay our heads for the night. Honcverp it proved quite
unnecessary as we wero picked up by a truck going right through to
Christchurch. It wasn't thc most comfortable method oft transport
bouncing about in thc back and covercd with dust, but e got therc.
On the outskirts of thc city we endeavoured to makc oursclves pres
sentable and about 9.30 arrived in the Squar09 vhere we had a largc
meal under the amused gaze of several onlookers. Then we comnenced
to search for board and lodging, but tho proprietors of thc.most
respectable hotels just couldnt find a corner Tor two tramps. How-
ever, they finally took pity on us at the United Service hotel where
we endeavoured to repair our travel- .stained garments, and make. our-
selvesas inconspicuous as possible “under the circumstances. One pair
of shorts had given up the ghost completelv and ‘could no longer be
worn. Our suitcases stlll reposed in the Hokitika Railway Station so
we had to make the best of what we stood up in.

° Newt motning we went out to Sumner where the Expotition rested
and refitted during the next three days in most pleasant surroundings.
On Friday we set a course for Picton and sailed at midnight by the
Tamahine for Wellington. There was hardly a square inch of space
anywhere in the ship that: wasn't occupied buu by a little judicious
spreading out we managed to get enough space. 1n the lounge to stretch
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out on. Next mosdning we packed up bag and baggage and went up to
John Bartlds for breakfast, Then back to the station where we man-:
aged to. get two. seats on - the New Plymouth express as far as Palmer»~
st@n~North ~ we were-lucky. that Ezra knew the.run of.tlie ropes. 4™

A At Palmerston North we found that our pland were thwarted
fonce again ~ we couldrdt: get seats on the: service car. However,
some bright soul advised us to go on the local bus to Dannev1rke
where we might find it easier to get on to the Newman's car. This -
we d4id and all went according to plan. Back in Hastings we both
agreed that it had been a most enjoyable trip not to mention the
fact that owing to the kindness of truck drivers and motorists it
~had cost less than half it would have done had we: gonc as ordlnary
tourists,.

Molly Mollnpux, Peg Morris.

EASTER 1945 in the KATNANAWAS.

At Easter time five of us, Nora, Clem, Angus, Dave and I essay-
ed a trip through the Kalmanawa ranges, starting from Tlmahanga
station and ending on the Tokaanu - Taupo roadl We expected to be
away about 6 days, took food (officially) for 8 days and eventuaﬁly
arrived back in dastlngs on the evening of the 1lth° and nof hungry
elther.

The first four days the weather was good and these we' spent
traversing the Hoggett Block, camping at the Log- Cabin on the 30th
darch. On the 3lst we went up the Taruarau river to Peters CreekR
where we branched off to follow the ridge on the north side of the
stream, over the top and-down a:steep track to thé Kaimanawa or Te
Apunga Hut. This was occupied by musterers and deer cullers who were
most hospitable and we had an enjoyable night. The -third 0ay, Aprll
1st we climbed the ridge.behind the hut and followed along it in a
northerly dlrectlon and “then dropped down -to the Mangamaire river by
the Zig Zag track to: which we were directed by Bill Farmer, one of
the deer cullers. The-langamaire is - a beautiful: clear ‘stream with
good pools for bathing of which we took advantage. We climbed out
of this to camp on the Makorako ridge in the Low Baddle at the deer'
cullers Campo-Aprll 2nd the fourth day we set off for Makorako, our -
first objective of the trlp, in clear sunshine.after-a hard frost,
the ground gllstenlng .and the valleys filled with billowing mlst,n?‘
Spent a glorious hour on the top surrounded by nothing but mountains
and hills. Lake Taupo ‘looked nearer than we expected at that point. -
From Taupo our gaze wandered to Tuhara, to deecambe, the Ureweras,
the bare topped Kawekas, the Northern Ruahines; .the S8outhern RuaRinEx
parts of the Kaimanawas,. seemlngly endless, -the deep gorges of the -
Rangitikei river and; towerlng above - themy: Ruapehu and Ngaruhoe ,
looking majestic in their snow crowns. Truly a- v1ew to be remeMbered
for many moons. , :

That night camp was pltched Just off the r;dﬁe leading to Nga—‘
puketurua. A pleasant spot where a robin paid us a visit.

%
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On the third we continued along :the ridge toward. Ngapuketurua and
made camp early, the weather tclouded in the afternoon, on the saddle
atythefﬂangatikei~headwaters;zour'most comfortable and convenient .
camp of the whole trip. The beds which were Angus's spécial eoncern
were of bracken and not: to be beaten. April 4th, the sixth:'day,; when
we awoke rain was falling, but we seb of f for ‘the top of* Ngapuketurua
as plannede;Thls range runs roughly east and west and forms a wall
between the rivers which run away to the south and those which run
into Lake iau@o,,On the southern side the slopesi have: patches of T
bush and scrub-here and there, but as far as we could soc, the :
northern faces drop steeply from rocky: tOps to heavy bush ridges and
down into deep gorges.. As our map ran out at Ngapuketurua it was nec-
essary that we should have a clear view of the country between us
and Lake Taupo before leaving the tops.
e spent all that day on the tops hoping for a view, and event-
ually after a most uncomfortable boil up on a small ledge, we decided
to make camp, which we did on the first possible flat place. The
night was not uncomfortable despite wet sleeping bags and very wet
tent. The seventh day was still misty and wet but we decided to
have a stab at finding our way by compass:: Took  the . lotigest ridge ~
we could see which led in a north-west direction. Onlm too soon
were we landed in a rushing torrent too decp to follow downstream
so up the otheér side:swe had to clamber. Oncc morc good deer tracks
ilured us down-the ridge; but they also soon began to drop into a
gorge, so we. had perforce. to turn back and camp on- the top of the
ridge, this time under great bush trees from which-great drips of
water dropped all nlght, A moss aqd tanekaha bed thls tlme and still
a little wetter. .- : :
o It was still raLnlng on. tbe elghth day Wlth no- 51gns of any
change in the weather. With one accord we packed up and made- for"ﬁ
Timahanga. ‘e picked up our signs and tracks near the "Trig which”
‘heartened ug afresh and, leaving a note on the:Trig, we followed -
our own. trall to our '"Robin't eamp, Where a more comfortable ﬁlght
was . spent as the rain wos-casing off. The weather was improving
repldly on the 9thday aJa we crossed the: ualf“alrnalzf*fA siresam and
climbed the ridge to drcp into.the Hangamingl; a pleasant’ rippling
creek which runs into the: Ngaruroro. Onece through the beech-at the 2
head of the stream the: valley opens out.into: broad tuspock'Landsg
the surrounding hills golden with dark green crowns of‘buch#'Wevi:f
hurried through this beauty much against our wishes as’ we hoped to ‘-
make Golden Hills ¥mx or Taruarau Hut. that night. We had a- bfew of -
soup near Tapul-O-Maruahine about 4 nm. and much revived we gushed
on, and finally made the Hut at 9.20 pm.; our- longest day but ‘not
the least:; enjoyable. The Rabbiter treated us very well &nd- we wcre_f
most grateful for the dry night in' dry- sleeping bagso ) o
We were all awake early on the tenth day-and Nora q901ded to
accept «the offer of a horse and to ride into Npamatea without delay.
We others spent a- haopy mornlng 1ﬂ tho sun dfyldu g1l our clothes,
""" Walted for a mnessage
f%om Nora rathur lonﬂer than was: w1se, ‘80 that we were late again .
in reaching the hut. That we did find it was more by gOod fortunc
than anythlngg as although 1t Was eomparatzveﬁJ OaSJ to Lep our .

&
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fect on the track in chc darka when we neared the Cabin thc track
faded out and wec soedt somc little time groping about in the horse
paddock in the oltcn black. "ie could ﬂOb use candles as wec had the
previous night in the bush around the Taruarau hut as it was rain-
ing and inclined to blow, so we just had to wander uatil we picked
up a fence and then slip rails and a track. Even then our troubles
were not over as Clpm.put his foot into a hole and gave his ankle
a very bad wrench. Luckily he was able to travel the rest of the
distance to Timahanga. ; '

After an carly breakfast on the 1lth day we were away to
Timahanga in cloud and mist which later cleared, and in brilliant
sunshine we paddod dowvn to the station to find LbS waiting to take
home the wieces. Nora joined us here and after tea at iirs. Hac
Donald's where we revelled in the flesh sots, we arrived in Hast-
ings at & pri. eager uo make plans for the next attempt to reach
the lakeo o . S :

Joan Lovell-Smith.

A TRIP IN 7% URDATRA COUNTRY continued from previous issues

Thursday 10th:

In an atuemot to get down thu river before the rain had time
to increace the 110W9 another daylight start was made. Stripped to Xk
the waist from the feet up and wearing raincoats, they travelled

“down the Gorge. Gradually, as more and more of the bad places were

successfully nefotlatea cheerfulness inereased. It appeared as if
they had uqoermest1Mdtea “their own ‘amphibious abilities. Some
nasty crossings were maae with linked arms, where a clumsy step
by one would have meant trouble for both. Some- risky climbing
along almost varthql gorge. sides wag eacountered, but progress
was reasonale faste : : o
Near mid-day they were driven out of the rlverbea LY some eX-
uberant rapids. The- Cllmb around these took so long and led the
"Pair" so blmh that it was decided to keep on climbing and travel
over the Range on a coumass course rather ‘than. follow the circuit-
ous river. iWhether thig decision was wise will never be known. To
have travelled the river would have needed to have been. a very
busy and difficult Journev‘uo ‘equal and surpass the mad frustrat-
ion of ‘the next twenty four hours. To ascend any hill in this area
is comparatlvely easy. Pive leading spurs lay themselves in the
Travellers path in the same helpful way as the Spider invites a fly
into its parlour. But to escape off the top of the hills is as
easy as it is for the fly to terminate his visit. There is nothing
more exasneraﬁlag and nerve wracking than this difficulty. The
going is always eXxtremely rough and obstruCUed“ The incessant rain
on the condensation from the overhanging mists compel the wearing
of coats. Yet these Coats are a severe hamper to: freedom of move-
ment, and by preventing ventilation cause one to be bathed in sweat.
The only known gquantity is the compass bearing of the direction in
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which one wishes to move. One 1s fortunate if one can make progress
within 45 degrees of this angle.. Spur after spur, starting in the

right. line, will either swing. away hopelessly or dwm the tramber
in a lawyer-laced. tlmberébaulkea greasy rock waterfall° ,

. . Night found "the Pair" exhausted beside a riverlet at 30007,
on a deer track with barely enough s»ace to pitch the wee tent

“unvelooed in the clouds the trees release d an incessant, murder—
ous’ drumflre ot aroas; that allowed of no peaceful evenlﬂw around
the campfire. : ' BRI o

Trluay lltuv :

The difficulties of lighting fires are so time—consumfmg and
difficult that breakfast this morning was cooked over the primus
stove; but its cheerful song did 1ot hel» nuch to alleviate the
cold dampness of that high altitude. In.the next six hours between
breakfast and lunch a useful progress of only some two miles was =
achieved. This range had spuan its web in a more diabolical design
than any yet encountered. Br now, too, the hurried and uncomfort-
able meals and the hard going had drawn heavily on the "Pair's"
physical reserves.

By lunch time on this day the leit-motiv of the journey changed.
Up till then the surging spirit of adventure had overcoue all
difficulties. But now this holiday happy mood had been blunted by
the Ureweras impish tracks. They were due back at the hotel on. the
following day; yet had come little more than their:journey. The
difficulties of travel through the bush seened so great that it
was seriously discussed whether or no it would not be guicker and
easier to return. to the Wairoa river and follow it out, no matter
how. large it grew. .The map was studied from all angles and gave
no confort. In both was a serious doubt as to how-many more days
they could stand up to travgl through that satanical -jungle. Dec—
‘igion was reached that to travel by coupass through the cloud-
hazed bush was. OPObablj 0U1oker and less dangerous than to accom-
pany the adult and untried river to civilisation. This finally
decided upon, the "Pair’ in a mood of cold determination steeled
themselves to meet and overcome wiatever obstacles: tbere mlgnt
still be in their path.

Homes, sunlight and proper meals alike called stronuldyzand
the, “Palr“ made promise to themselves to secure all thete fime
thlags before Sunday night. Under similar hypnotic influence Fijian
natives can walk -on red hot coals( and Indian yogls lie on beds of
nails. Jearlng nothing that detracted from their streamllnlng the
"Pair'" splashed up-the Te Mangaenuiohou River; fell into a camou-
flaged waterhole; tore their way through the: entw ned jungle. of
the> foothills’ and hand-hauled themselves up onto the embattled
Kotore range completely unaware of the pain that their flesh suf-.
fered. By night time they were cown. the other side within a mile
or two of the lake, once again in more cheerful frome of mind.
There was 1little doubt: that; powered by this high octane spirit
there was no weapon held in. Te Ureweras armoury that could prevent
their passage from its gloony glades before the week's ende. It is
most probahlex that had not the:immortal vapours added aqpacueness
to the pelted obstruction of the bush, a view from the too of the
Qkore kotare range would have saved thum,mdnv mllec of 001qtless

Y
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tx avels Ln bhu ?4 houra ;@llomlng their devarturc ffom ncsa peaks
they ravelled Ffast and well;. yet only a fractlon of thesc coula e
deducted- from. the tallv Sblll to be wined out. Ihroughout this
“time -they werq taking alternatlvelJ north or: south when east alone
was. . the key to their escaaeo : s
baturd1£ lgth - = ¢ o
iluch of their rem11n1ng stdmlna9 and the best hbart of
day were 01081oat“d on this Saturoayg undeavourlad Lo find a
asonably easy way across a 2000' deepn valley. 1reoes of connect-
ingAsaddles and ephemeral  leading spurs Gﬂthu& the ”P&LP” first
one way and then back on a parallel course the reverse way, till
finally when complutel bew11de*~a and a little cross, they adopted
_the course that is the only voseible onc in that 1and_that inverts
all usual tramping tactics, this is to travel only in the direction
that the compass indicates. Physical obstructions are the natural
condition of this Te Urewera. There is no easy way of moving through
it. The quickest way is. the way .that .leads through the least mumber
of difficulties and that is the shortest distance between two
points (i.e. a straight 11ﬂe) "This heroic »Hlan landed the tired
but wiser "Pair' on the ton of the Panakeiri Range by 4 »m. These
are the hills that rising sheer frowu the Lake's southern shore are
the bulwark that conserves theqe deen waters at the height of over
2000" above sea level.
The: highest peak --Puketapu- 30008 dominates any. view from
around the Lake. But the Range is a crescendo of peaks that rise
» to and thehm fall away from this tapered hill. The ever-present
bush camouflage allows the ridge crawler no marks of progress. As
the plodding. ”Palr" heaved themselves up that mammo: h SUalrcaseg
only the h0pe that each step ahead would be the last kept persever-
ence alive, NMany and grievous were thelr dlsaowolatmenusg The .
night and a storm were both waiting to greet the "Pair' on the
Apex. To continue along the edge of the Lake, dowvn the descending
staircase was the direct route to the Hotel. This way meant a high
bivouac for the night, and continued travel through unknown diffic-
ulties. To the south, some two miles away could be sensed rather
than seen open farmed land. The "Pair” had no difficulty in agreeing
that dovm there, where nature playved the game according to known
laweg, should be their haven. for the night. Thus in pitch darkness
on a stump 11ttefeq oaddoc& beSlQb a noisy . strean’ “the: "Pair' made
their last and least trammer-like camp. No ﬂeat Llrealuce or sunnly
of cut wood; billies balanced themselves on toh of the fire and the
tent sagged drunkenly. Thus, in exhausted and contented silence;
under a steady but ignored drizzle of rain the "Pair' gorged them-
selves on almost the last crumbe of their carefully hoarded stale
ot Ons. wWiibe 0L uisL
Sunday -13th. ey el s ‘ : .
Five short hours in. bedn At 3 ames .the .rain w Lalllﬂf heavily,
and. over the primus in the hot dark.sbuffy qtmosohere of’ he crowd--
ed wet tent, a cup of tea was bfewed aﬂd the last of the fly~-blovmn
bacon fried. Daybreah was not.far off when:the last guy rope was
slacked and the last package stowed in-the pack. Heavy mlStS made
torches ineffective and much time was- soent in trying to find the
trank that had gleamed so clearly the’ Oact nldht. .
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Even once the road was found &t was impossible to be sure in

- which direction to follow it, Chanceé favoured them and led them .

gventually to the main road neatr Tuai. Here by the roadside they

hid their packs and thus lightened felt naked.(and nearly were t0o)

as (they swung. their wet. sodden boots up the hard stomy road to.

the Hotel. By 9 am. they had completed a 16 to 18 mile walk. Once
the staff had overcome their horror at the "Pair's" savage appear-

ance, they iserved them & meal in ‘the kitchen that in some small
casure recompensed ‘their systems for the spartan ‘trials they had

undergone. .

* v An'hour's painful effort with. cold Lake water removed most S
of -the nine days .growth of beard; -and after recéiving the commen- S
<dation of Lady Newell's cheuffewr; and having bid the wondering -

Hotel guests farewell, they drove away on.-the 150 mile journey home.

.A.C.Clarke. 

- STOP PRESS NEWS.

We welcome the news,that subject-to coetain conditions and
the good will of the Mill owners,the Club has-been granted
~permission to tramp in this wvicinity once more. ot ‘ |
~As there has not been a club trip there since 1939 tramping up-
this beautiful river vslley will be a new ‘delight for many =
“fiembers. T - o o o

A trip is scheduled for September 15th snd 16th.

T T T T

40-8-45. ©  NANCY WILLIANS. e o .

News has juét,comé'that Naney WillﬂSPDiVG?Bthﬁﬁpi§r tQmO?POﬁ- | 7
4 hesrty welcome awaits her and we look forward to seécing h?? o .

o

| Mt; Ruapehu;‘

Perhaps 1t will be of interzst to overseas members to hear:thst
Ruapehu is behaving in s most unseemly feshion. Great explosions
heve taken place and the Crster leke is. quits filled up: We'hgar_
that the skiing grounds sre unusable et present which is d sad news
for the H.T.C. Party which was proposing to’ski there: next weeck.
It is too bad thét the first Vlub party-since 1938 should be.

held up by the mountain as;if'thetéqure not cnough man made
difficulties these. days.! T

o
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