m:,lgmAUNeA TRAIRTNG . CLUB. Inc.

’t‘. » .
anf
SRV SR N

Bulletin NQ. 353 /(M 2»0' \q q—%

PRESIDENT: .00 4f mnlo o HON. SEC.3
E.S. « Craven Esq. . o JE‘_MlSS M. Molineux,
505 Southland Roed, s oo e e /e Npge HoR.Elder,
Hegtings. P?Phone 289%1. . .. . .+Havelock North. Phone 3730.
CLUB CAPTAIN: . roece 0w o B ~HON. TREA_L§
Nl ....ldel" Esq 3 ,. wol T e ' MI'SO Lloyd
McHardy EStreet, B TSRS S - 8t. George 8 Road
Havelock Northe Phone 2988, ﬁyah-*?fx'-a," Hastings'. Phone 4346.

: :"'.>""f".:"'?“‘:*“_"'*':"Aooo"'?"'""""‘;‘-"""-"

To al) members at home and abroad we send Christmas Greetinge and all the 7
best for the comlng yeer. 2 .

ROLL,OF HONOUR

We regret to report news was received on November 17th, that the
Club has sustained yet another loss in the death of P/O.,A.W. Meldrum
of "Mocky“ as he was famlllarly known to us all. - SRR

After completlng his tralnlng course in Cahada he proceeded‘to Eng-

land for further instruction and operatlonai work. From there the Club
received several most interesting letters giving hlS 1mpree51ons of his

various sight-seeing trips in and around London.

Although Mocky was not an active member c¢f the Club for very long, =~

those who knew him will remember a cheerful and unassumlng companion.

To his mother, figneee{end brother, we tender our sympathy.

% . ANNUAL MEETING AND REPORT. |
‘ At the Annual Meetlng held in the Club Rooms on 6th October, Hr.

H.5. Craven presided over an excelient attendance, there being twenty-
five membere present. v C
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\ MEMBERSHIP. - This year-ﬂlosed with a total membership of 106, made up
as fol}ewe'-_ , :

‘ ‘Full vmembers 36 (43).
+, . Absentee o 28 (26).
0 Agsoeiate " meog (8).
. “Honorary [ . #. ‘,361 (30).

There are ‘now 34 memhere in His NbgeeTJ S Forces, three of whom
have Joined’ murlng the past Jeer argi- - ,




-Da
Miriam Marcussen, Lindsay Lloyd, Sealy Wood.

. With great'régret we record the deaths while serving in the Forces
of':

Douglas W. Callow - R.N.Z.N.V.R.
Mex McCormick - ReNeZsA.Fo

In its fourth year under War conditions, our Club still thrives.
At the risk of facing a2 change of complecency it can be said thet our
corporate body typifies the qualities of the individuel tramper - chiefly
that of refusing to be wvast down by difficulties.

The various reports show that our activities have been considerably
modified. The care~-free deys of piling, fortnightly, unlimited numbers
into 2 lorry with en unlimited range, seem to be pictures of our imagin-,
ation. The erstwhile zest is still there though smaller parties embark
upon less ambitious expeditions or indluge in working parties less in
line with our interests then track-clearing or hut-building. To our
older members, memories of the past or hopes of the future are sufficient
incentive to carry on but to new members who are nourished on 1ittle more
than the "atmosphere" of tremping, the Club is duly apprecistive.

Several of our overseas members heve appeered at our fortnightly
meetings. Some wounded and to be discharged, some on transfer to another
field. Their presence has strengtheded that feeling of unity that
transcends thousands of miles of ocean. Not all our members who left
in defence of the country will return, nevertheless we anticipate with
mingled feelings of eagerness and anxiety thet grand reunion that is so
surely to come.

CILUB Our skeleton service has been carried out on much the
CAPTAIN'S seme lines &s lest yezr and with equal success though the -
REPORT:  eaverage attendence is rather lower. Still, of 26 scheduled
trips only two have been cancelled with an averesge attendence of 10.

By husbending our petrol, we have been 2ble to get four parties out
to the ranges; +the New Yeer trip to the Menson Hut which would have been
a good effort even in normal times; the Eester trip to the Meungeharuru;
the King's Birthdey to the Wzikemeka under the welcome leadership of
Doug. Cooke agzin, and 2 winter trip to the Koaweka Trig. Unfortunately
numbers have hed to be limited on these trips. A few privete perties
have menaged to get out. One visited the Golden Hills and climbed
Maungerani 2t the head of the Ngerurcro; another explored the head of
the Menswatu and recently a privaete party cleered the first section of
the Kaweka track. So much for tremping proper.

Next in order of importence comes the working perties to rsise
funds for overseas parcels----by no meens the leest populer feastures to
judge by the numbers turning out. Six were held in e1l; two of these
on unscheduled dates. Tree pruning a2t Te Mseta Park is now one of the
0ld treditions and several members wield & pretty sew - for the irees
are getting too big for secateurs. Three tripsin 211 were mede up
here - the attention being meinly given to mecrocarpas which are, by now,
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pretty well resigmed to growing in an elegant shape contrary to their
nature. A party of gradustes wend on to pruning Sturmers for Tom Mit-
chell. We have not had an tpportunity this year to demonstrate our
prowess at carrot-thinning, but one party tackled pea-picking. Our most
successful, though, was walnut picking at the Horseshoe Bend, thanks to

the generosity of Mr. Mmuwice Chambers.

The bulk of the trips have been what used to be dismissed as L. & C.
(local and coastal) in the more active days of the Club. In order to
gsave tyres as much as possible it has been found advisable to run most .
of these from Havelocj or Clifton. They have become rather go as you
please affairs with 8 tendancy to depart from schedule. One trip to the
Mokopeka Caves from Havelock was a bit more ambitious and we may find it
possible to develop cross country trips of this type. However, we wel-
iomg aiiegurgjto early starts and running to schedule, we shall be bound

0 (o] -narad. : - ) )

gggTnggz‘ Opportunity has been taken of visits to huts to copy the
logs. [he originals will be left in the huts to give weather bound
parties their accustomed reading. The first Keweka log contains 714

: names from November, 1936. The Waikemaka log from Jenuary, 1940, to date
has 195 nemes in it. ’

NCIAL The star item of the Balance Sheet is once more the pareel.

ORT: = fund. Generous donations, proceeds from working parties and .
a steady revenue from the collections baken up at Club meetings have more
than doubled the amount contributed to this fund last year.

With so many of our members serving in the Forces, both owerseas and
in New Zealand, our income from subscriptions has decresed considerebly;
but we have & comforteble bank balance handed down to us from previous
years of prosperity and we shall be able to carry on with every confidence
financially until the greet day when the boys 2nd girls come home.

The balanceuin the Post Office Sevings Bank Account is £77.17.11.

BLICITY: Three mambers of the bulletin have been issued during the
year and heve been kindly received, the overseas members being particul-
arly eppreciative.. R

The thanks of the Editor go to the following members who have
qassisted:- . ; o
Overseas members for letters.

Leaders of trips for accounts and other members for
articles on privete trips.

Peg. Morris who hes helped in the campiling, and
Mollie and June for help with typing and collating.

The duplicating has been done by Mr. Poterson of the Typewriting
Shop, Karemu Road,at a very reasonable cost and we thank him for his
good work end interest in the Club.
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At present we have covers in hend but the stock of stencils which

*were procured ebout 1939 has runh out. So far we have managed to obtain
enough peper and we hope we will be 2s fortunete in the future and will
certeinly do out best to keep the megezine going.

LIBRARY: The Librery has been very much improved mostly by donations of
& number of excellent snd interesting volumes by Mr. D.G. Williams and
our thanks go out to him for his kindness. We now have 72 volumes in
hend - all well known and interesting, end during the year 37 volumes
have been teken out by members making e total of 9/3 for the year. We
have 2lso had donated by Mr. L. Lloyd the well known book "Unclimbed

New Zealand" which is & great asset.

SOCIAL: This year the meetings'have been spent mostly by having the
usu2l discussions on trips, photo gazing and resding and writing letters
from and to, the boys overseas. :

We were entertazined one evening by Dr. Bathgate on his trip to Mt.
Agpiring and he showed us some beautiful slides. They gave us a good
glimpse of mountain scenery and a desire to go a2nd see for ourselves.

Mr. Greer very kindly showed films taken on z trip in the Pacific
Islends which was most enjoyable end Messrs. Gough, Gough & Hammer lent
filmgs of Tractor Demonstrations.

Mr. and Mrs. Herrick invited us to spend a2n eveming at their home and
Mr. Herrick gave us 2 telk on his trip to the Wild Native River, Bligh
Sound. It was e very interesting evening and we were trezted to a
wonderful supper.

The welcome %o Les Holt on his return from the Middle East went off
with great gusto e2lso a later festivity for him and Marge wishing them
all the best for the future.

APPRECIATION: Once agein we would like to express our thenks to those
kind people who have given us permission to wander over their land.

- en e en e o () QO o on o - -

Executive Officers for the ensuing yeer were elcted as follows:-

Patron: - E.J. Herrick Egsqg.

President: - E.S. Craven Esq.

Vidce Presidents: - Dr. Bathgete, Messrs. D. Cooke, R. Keys.
Club Captain: -~ N.L. Elder Esq.

Hon. Secretery:- Miss M. Molineux.

Hon. Treassurer:- Mrs. J. Lloyd.

Hon. Auditor: - Miss. D. Yule.

Executive Committee:-
Misses J. Budd, J. Lovell-Smith, N. Tanner, U. Greenwood, P. Morris,
Messrs. A. Russell, C. Smith.
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Social Committees~ ,
. Misses N. Monck, M. Clayton, R. Greenwood, M. Metheson. Messrs. D.
Fféme and A.C. Clarke.

‘ In moving the adoption of the repért the President thenked all
those who has helped to keep the Club together and remarked that it was
2 metter for congratulation that the Club still thrives after four years
of edverse condlt.lons.

At the Executive Meetlng subsequently held on Nov. 3rd, the follow~
ing officers were elected:~

Fixture Committees~
N.L. Elder, P. Morris, N. Tanner.

Hut Committee:- ‘
N.L. Elder, A. Russell, D. Williams.

earc
Pre31dent, Club Captaln, Secretary.

Bquipment Officer:~ N.L. Elder.
Edqitor:- P. Morris.

THE _BOYS __QVERSEAS.

News of some‘of our members has been scarce of late but we hope that
in this case no news is good news. Let's hear from you as soon as poss-
- ible kids, and in the meantlme all the best from the Club.

BILL HAYMAN: We have to hend extracts from two of Blll's letters.
Wobbly seems to be having plenty of exercise, and keeping hend and eye
in - getting ready to attack a few of our heights when he comes home no
doubt.  Best of luck Bill, from us all. (Here are extracts from two of
Bill's letters):-

"Yesterday saw the Kiwis beat Englad at rugby. Score 16-3 in the
final of our international eesies, also ran Aussie, Scotland and Viales.
Anzac Day we had a dawn parade, morning march pest, afternoon sporis
programme, and in the evening an Anzac Concert. The Msoris were the
star turn wzth hekas and songs. It was a grand day ell round. Some
- glorious weather lately, warm days and clear nights generally, but not

always silent round here. Our lives are occasioneally brightened up for
us." ‘

"Did I tell you I had a game of soccer a few weeks ago?~ Had
another yesterday morning and thoroughly enjoyed myself. Not exactly a
first class game byt 2 lot of fun nevertheless, incidentally we, (our
hut teem) lost both games. Been getting my eye in on the table tennis,
gquite & like old tlmes, a number here who can teach me tricks at that
geme too. Our cricket net got into action last week too. Your tennis
shoes, shorts end summer shirt are just the thing this weather. Did I
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tell you that a fter 15 month my. cigarette cese, the gift of the H.T.C.
stil1} holding six cdgarettes, my bone hendle pocket knife, and a pencil
were handed to me, there is red tape here, @3 I hed long ago given them
up for lost. Bought a good paid of English shoes for 400 cigs. the other
dey, but as the thaw is on and there is mud everywhere have not worn them
yete. Do for going home perhaps."

POP COLLETT: A card from Pop written in July. He eppeers fit and as
cheerful as possible under the circumsbances. Here's hoping Pop - be
seeing you soon. :

BILL BENNETT: The letest news of Bill came in & letter written on
17/9743. At least we have had e later fregment. It must heve been an
interesting letter Bill before the Censor hed a cut out of it! It's
nice to hear from you anyways Cheers from the Club.

JACK HANNAH: Jack has been keeping us well up to date with his movements.

From all eccounts he's becoming an expert in the art of ball-room dancing.
You'll be able to sheke 2 pretty.foot when you get back ¥ Jeck. You'll

be in grest demand with the femele members cof the Club. Cheers and beers{!

BRUCE BEECHEY: 1is to be congretulated on 2 very nerrow escepe. According
to his latest letter he wes almost united in wedlock to the bride when he
was acting in his e® capacity as best men as a wedding! Fortunately for
us all it didn't happen and Beech is still on the market!! All the best
Beech. By the way Beech has also been piloting a pretty pedal in the
Yokrshire District and has been "the Ilkley Moor Bar Tat" way several
timest

CLIFF HUNT: We have recently received a letter from Cliﬁf‘ﬁritten“in;.
August. To quote his own words he's carrying a little extra weight on
his shoulders now. = Congratulations Cliff, from us all.

DUDIEY SHEPPARD: A nice long letter from Duddles gave us quite a good
line on the celebrations in Tunis. It sounded rather a good show from all
accounts. We enjoy hearing from you Dudley, so givefis the. works. Best

of luck from the Gang. _ o o
NANCY WILLIAMS & HUCK FINN: are apparentfy both together and enjoying
life as far as possible, aithough we gather things have been fairly
strenuous lately. Lots of love from us all, kids. ' .

FRANK SIMPSON: .The latest news of Frank came in an airgraph dated
15/6/43. He, also, has had a lift-up in the world. Congratulations,
Frank. Frank also cabled tc say he was speaking over the air from B.B.C.
so we are looking forward veyy much to hear your voice again Frank even
though it is so far away. <Cheers from the Club. o ,

JOHN VON DADLESZEN: writes from "the tropical Isles" and is very well.
Thank you for your letters John, we do like to hear &1l the news from
that quarter. Quite a coincidence meeting Bill Bennett in the "torture
chanber" - the Dentists. [Keep up the good work of writing tomus.
Cheers from us all. ' '
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JOE ARMITAGE: Haven't had a letter for ages Jce - How ebout it! Cheers.

GEORGE DENFORD: We had a very. theery“letter from George recently and he
is once more on the War-path again Oversdeas.” “Some of us had an oppob-
tunity of seeing George when he was home. Thank you so much for the
news pal, and keep up the good work wont you. Cheers frgm us 2ll.

JOHN COLLINS: we heve heard of John indirectly and he is very well.
We would love a letter 21l to ourselyes.John, so see whet you can do
about it. Hope you are seeing the others now and again. Cheers.

SAM HARAIDSEN: Haven't had a 1ine from you for 2 while Sam, and we do
miss ye8® your cheery efforts. “-Give us’'2' surprise end send us & line
soon. Hope you are well. We are keeping the fleg flying until you all
come home, which we all hope wont be'long now. Best of luck.

SEALY WOOD: ggggrgeen to hear your imprgséibns‘of "over Yonder" soon.

N _CRAIG: The se %e%%glies to you Bpn;“énd‘heré‘s hoping for & letter-
ARCH LOWE: How about 2 wee; line Tarch - Best of luck from us 21l.

HAROLD COOPER: We s8¢ enjoyed jour-lest letter Herold - do repest the dose
Q <Q A%ls%he ,'%egt; .V oo

HARRY RICHDAIE: Would be very pleaged to hear from you Harry - hope you
~  ere fit and enjoying:life over there. Cheers.
B e ‘
EXTRACTS OF LETTERS RECEIVED FROM'
‘ . MAND GIRIS". & B o
Extract from letter received from Nancy Wiliiams on lst June, 1943;-

"I have ridden in most types of vehicle and recently had a breath-
taking ride to and from town on a Jerry motor bike - and what a super
bike it was too! My friend and I decided to "hitch" to town and hadn't
got more than a few yards beyond the compound gate when up roared a .
motor cycle with sidecar complete and two ¥Kiwi'" boys, who offered as a.
1ift. My friend climbed into the sidecar while I eagerly scrambled on
behind the driver,and his friend get perched up on the spare tyre behind
the sidecar. We were indeed a queer-looking fourseome and caused many
curious heads to turn as we nipped in and out of army vehicles. My friend
and I clutching our hats to our heads 'and blinking the tears from our eyes
as the wind blew into them. Well thé trip into town was not so bad, but
‘the lads offered to bring us back later. Being almost in a daze we :
accepted. We came home flat out 221 the way - dodging past rapisly
teavelling trucks etcs I henging on with my knees,clutching my hat end
in the other hand my fly swish. Our driver was seeing what speed "she'd
do" and proudly told us "she'd passed the 75 m.p.h. mark!" We did ad-
mire the capabilities of the bike when we were safély home but we had
some bad moments when passing vehicles end seceing oncoming trucks coming
straight for us. However, our driver had been a2 pilot so no doubt was
a good judge of speed etc¢ Our Motron-in-chief was staying here at
the time and we silently prayed she wouldn'y gdé by in a2 cer - she would
have taken a dim view of it we fel% sure. Nera's letters will have told
you that Syria is a2 very happy memory end we are now quite comfortebly
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installed somewhere else - again in the sand but in a much plezsenter
locelity than the very first plage we WAAC's arrived at. You would like
our camp-site in amongst the eucalyptus trees and it is 2 treat to hear
birds twittering in the trees in the early mornings. We didn't hear them
in Syria at all. I am one of six lucky WAAC's who eame with the Sisters %
the others are at our No. 1 and 2 hospitals gnashing their teeth at being
left behind. Nora and I see more of each other as we are messing in the
same tent - being only 6 WAAC's it wesn't worth having our own mess - but
we have a tent of our own which is comfortebly furnished as a lounge. ’
Reglly it is amazing how comfy a tent can be made with 2 little trouble.
We heve rungs on the canvas floor, chairs made out of o0ld cer and bus
seets and a few odd tebles and boxes covered with chintz. Next dey:-
Was interrupted lest evening by 3 chaps so had torgo social and %me® enter-
tein for the rest of the evehing. It is surprising how many people call
in end spend the evening with us. There is very little to do about these
parts. Nores and I were very pleased to see Duddles and Lance Green when
- they called in e couple of weeks ago. My brother came too and as I hadn't
seen him for over 15 months we had lots to chat ebout. Thet evening we
had -2 huge crowd in our 1ittle lounge and it was such fun. Nora came
over too - the Sister's mess was crowded too - the-ienis-exi and it is 3
tents 21l joined together. We boiled up water for supper on the primus
stove and had people sitting on the floor as there were not nearly suff-
icient seats. The H.T.C. Bulletin arrived yesterday and I did enjoy
reeding it. We seem to have members 211 over the world now don't we?
Nora and I were very sad when we heard the news about poor 0ld Dougda.
The Kiwi Concert Party were in the vicinity for = while 2nd they had just
made & mew concert programme. We sew and got to know quite a number of
the lads end they invited we WAAC's and a few sisters to & preview of their
new performence. Later they put it on here for the hospitel and it was
an excellent show. I have never seen anything so good. They have such
& variety of items and their musicel items are wonderful. They are
doing & great job and the boys appreciste their progremmes tremendously.
You would like the cheps - they are very friendly and full of fun. Our
Offices are in the quaintest building. An 0ld concrete fort with a
courtyard in the centre. It is e very cool spot compered with tents and
people drop in to hospital office to have 2 cool off for & few minutes.
The heet is terrific here some days -~ we have worse to come I believe.
June, July arnd August ere supposed to be the hottest months.  The country
round about is rather nice zlthough,sendy there are trees and the natives
heave acres and acres of almond trees, olive trees and grepe vines. They
heve been cutting the bsrley crops recently and threshing it. We are
eble to go to the beach on hzlf days as & Unit truck goes each afternoon.
It is a good swimming plsce although not as lerge as the ones we used to
go to in Syria. The boys have Jjust had a basketball ground mede. They
pley the five-aside American game snd it is fast. We girls used to pley
in Syria and hed a2 lot of fun with matches ageinst the Sisters. One needs
~to be very fit for it. I hope we play again here. There ere some
horses about but so fer I heven't meneged to hire one - one of the lads
wrote me a note in "Itie" so thet I could encguire about hiring a '"cavallo"
but I didn't get very fer with my interview. The "cevallos" and owner
~were out when I wes there. We had some greet rides in Syrie 2long the
beaches and through the little forests of pines where wild g flowers grew
profusely. The valleys used to be very colourful with anemones, poppies,
deisies etc. and we had some enjoyeble rambles round ebout. I wouldn't
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mind living in Syria in peace-time. We have three of us in a tent and we
are very comfortably installed with boxes and a wardrobe. We now have
showers, before we uged to wash in 2 tin basin and it was funny to see us
trying to sit in the basin with legs over the sides and the water slopping
‘over the floor, We got quite expert at it. We have candles or hurricane
lamps in our tents but have now electric light in the lounge tent.

There are supposed to be snakes, asps and all sorts of crawley things here,
but sb far we have only seen scorpions end lots and lots of little, med-
ium and outsize beetles = huge grasshpppers thet-almost knock one over-as
" they hop by (well - not quite!). " :

Extract,from a letter from Jack Hennsh written on 24/8/43:

‘"Last night we hed a vigit from Jerry - he dropped & packet but did-
n't do eny damege. I was looking out of the window at the time when the
roer of his motors attracted my ettention. Hewewver-ihe-weather-wasnli-tee
goeed-egnd Next thing there was a Grruump! - t hings started to happen then
but he soon sheered off., We had a bit of excitement a short while ago.
About 3 a.m. we were caught by fog trying to get in on_one good and one
dead motor. Things were grim for a while. Teited for #% hr. but finally
had to sheer off to another 'drome. Here again mors trouble, but finslly
mede it about 4 a.m. 21l tired out. The very next night we were caught
90 miles from base with & motor on fire. Our radio wes soon working
overtime end S.0.5. signals sent out. We were picked up O.K. and finally
lended 60 miles away. Hed to stey 2 days there but hed a great time of
it. = Well after thet lot we had some lesve some of which. I spent in
Newcestle and Edinburgh and 4 deys in Kent just out of Londop. Hed a
very nice time looking over Edinburgh egein and intended climbing their
two "pesks" for 2z spot of cemers work. However the weather wasn't too
good and lesve wes too short. The lest 4 days we steyed with Sir Joseph
end Ledy Cley, at their country home in Kent. Well they were chsrming
hosts a2nd we thoroughly enjoyed the stay there. We were very much 2t
‘home and heve been invited to go back for 2 much longer period next time.
They heve gpent most of their itime in Indie and the Ezst end have some
marvellous collectlons. Yes, I must return some tlme." P

Extrect from an alrgreph from Frank Simpson deted 16/6/43

Ag yowhill see by the ebove I heve been given znother kick up end

told to mind my P's and Q's 2 bit more. Thet will be O.K. for when I hit

the Tropics -if I ever do. - I now think I mey be paying other calls
before then. I've been having obpretty good time on lesve lately, but af-
ter the first fortnight of necessery trevelling between London a2nd Glasgow
and vice versa I got thoroughly cheesed off of cities, noises end every-
thing to do with R.A.F. contzined therein, and made for the country on a
hospitelity invitetion. The Scotch folks are mervellously kind and gen-
uine = No I haven't tried Ireland y:t - end I now heve friends it scems
2ll over the Highlends, also all over Glesgow, 2 much more friendly :
town then it's sister Edinburgh. If eny more leave comes I will work my
wey up the Western Highlands end climb Ben Nevis. I missed it this tlme.
The Valley of Glencoe up there 2lso 2ttrascts. I wes too lazy to climb
Ben Lomond this time though I rowed over the Loch. Summer here is not:
making itself too obvious, and I em looking forwerd to thest foregctherlng

(say next Feb.) on Wesimerema bezch."
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Extract from & letter from Cliff Hunt dated 2/8/43;

. "The Nile is causing a:lot of worry to everybody in general. Nor-
melly at this time of the year it is in feirly high flood, but just to be
like 2 wog, is a bit slow for 1943. The fermers snd commercial people
generelly depend on the river to bring their produce and supplies from
Upper Egypt etc. to the big City, end elso return seeds and goods. So
you canimagine how worried the farmer is. To help metters out thay

have released water from the "Agsuan Dam" so we hope 211 will be well,=--
For the first six weeks a2fter our return, we had a fisdr fairly easy
time, each and 21l had 14 days lesve, ond the balence of the time was
spent just playing about the place. I only went to Cziro for leave but
enjoyed it just the seme. Most of my time was spent "Horse Riding" - bit
of a sore gseat for & little while, but menaged to sit down for 211 meals.
Everybody is now down to feirly hard training end its not so good in the
heat. To overcome that we meke & start at 5/30 2.m., parede and work
until 8 z.m. and then enjoy breakfast until 9 a.m. Training agein until
ebout 12.30 noon and off for the rest of the aftenfioon. We have four
nights a2 week doing something or other meinly two on lectures and two

out in the Desert." :

Extrect from a letter from Dudley Shepperd written about June:-

"The Club has another feather in its cap because I wes I think in
the first perty of Kiwis to enter Tunis. No, I ween't in seesrch of any
medal although I think you could write the letters A.W.0.L. after our
nemes. This is the story: On the dey on which hostilities ceased and we
had heard the last shots fired, we mansged to get hold of an abendoned
Jerry truck, and Opel-Blitz, and fililed it up with benzine. Then we ob-
teined lesve to loock round Enfidusville about 3 miles distent, end simply
went the extra sixty to Tunis. This wes one of the biggest thrills of
the War for us as the welcome given to the Alliied soldiers.was reelly
grezt. As I said before I don't think there were eny kiwis there before
us end whenever the New Zealend tebs were noticed we were trected des &
speciel smile and we hesrd an occesional explenstion of Nouvelle Zelende.
The streets were absolutely packed with both civiliszns end soldiers of
every description snd dozens of units were represented.: There was no
food or wine (Plonk) on sale but & smell metter like thet doesn't deter
these "old soldiers" end we were soon freternising with the populece.
Whet wes more important, the 0ld Plonk bottles soon mede-their appear-
ence and the sound ofrevelry wes heerd throughout the lend! - Loud-
speakers in the square were giving the people the dope sbout the surr-
ender of the Germens and Italiensy +the emount of booty end so forth.
Great cheers went up occasionally as the people got some of the first
true news for meny months. There were some queer sights ebout the town
2s the soldiers found wine pretty dengerous after sefersl months enforc-
ed celibacy. All was taken in good part and everybody wes in high
spirits. --- Time fiies more guickly then my exploits es & typist, so I
sh21l heve to finish this by hand. We finished our visit of two or three
hours in Tunis with e tricolour flag on the front of the truck and a hage
band of blue white and r ead cloth round the back. Hed fun end g emes
truing out our French on the locesls end werc reesonebly successful in
meking ews ourselves understood - mostly by signs however. "Vive le
Frence" wes £11 the rege! On the trip down here, which incidentally
sterted on my birthdey, May 16th, we stopped = day neer our old camp
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Just out of Tripoli. This was the highlight of the trip as I was 2ble

to visit Huck and Nancy at the hospitel there. They were the first wom-
en I hed spoken to since I wag in hospital last August and then the

nurse only asked such questions as one does with my trouble at the time!
Beech can talk ebout his epes. We never even sawy them, for nearly a
year. . Which changes the 0ld question, "Where do flies go in winter"

to -"Where do women go in wartime?" I have diverged a long way from what
I westalking ebout. Picture me whooping elong to dinner in the ©isterss
mess and using knife, fork and spoon and sittingeat 2 table for the first
time for s year, feeling very self-conscious about it 211, and wondering
whether I had forgodten how to use 2 knife end fork. Lance Green was
there too and Nora, Nency, Lence end I later went to the V.A.D'g mess
where we sat and telked-end talked - tzlked. If anybpdy is doing &
decent Jjob of work it is the girls like these two who are helping to
patch up blokes a2ll day and every day and then when they ere heartily
gick of the sight of men do their best to let them see a glance of the
life they once knew and find at times hard to remember. Both girls
seemed quite fit and well although they must have been very tired after
the amount of work, they had to do in the few weeks previously. We
swopped letters and I have now one written to Huck by you and one written
by the Club. I spent a few days of my leave in Jerusalem which I hadn't
seen before although I had seen most of the other parts of Palestine.

Its is a2 glorious place for 2 summer holiday but is ofcourse very ex-
pensive es is every place over here since people started throwing money
around. I shall not describe anthing of it as you have doubtless heard
it eli before. I spent the rest of the time in Csiro, mostly flet on my
back 28 it is too hot to do much eise. I heve sent home 2 number of snaps
taken over here and in the next few weeks will be s ending meny more. If
you could wait about @ month after getting this and then esk the family
to see them I think you will be most interested. I didnot teke many of
them myself so can praise them 2s much es I like. They are the best coll-
ection I have seen over here end teken by 2 grest friend of midne. I for-
got to mention that I came through the whole show without 2 scrath except
some "panic sores" at odd times - {(these are skinned knees and elbows
ceused by slit trench dives). And we'll get Brick and Buzz and Wobbly
back before we're through too. Things have chenged 2 great deal the last
few months. Actually it is emactly a year todey since we cwossed the
Canel and turned our noses towards the Western Desert. Defest hes been
turned to viactory and now we know how good we ere. I em not saying that
in the style of a newspaper leading article, but I know what I am t&king
about. The end is not yet in sight but it is much closer than it was a
year ego todey. But I hed better not go any more deeply into thet."
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PARCELS  FUND.

7ie wish to acknowledge donations and to thank all those
~who have contributed so generously towards the Club parcels

- fund. As a result of their generosity we have been able to
- send several substantial parcéls to each of our overseas members,

Donations for 1943 - 43.

L. S. a
Te Mata Park Trust Board. 5. - -
Club Meetings. 9 17 _
M. Sykes. ' | 2 5
}.. Molineux. 15 -
Anonymous 10 -
D. #williams. 3 -
J. Lovell-Smith 3 .
N, Monck. 3 -
M. Molineux D 3

nonymous . -

Raster trip 5 -
J. Taylor 1 - -
Dr. Bathgate 5 .
tir,and Mrs.Keys.. 1 - -
Dr.and Mrs.Bathgate. 1 - -
Te Mata Park Trust Board. 5 - -
L. Farrelly. ’ 5 1

£25 - 15 - 10

Proceeds from sale of walnubs. 28 - 14 -

- Ov

Donations for 1943 - 4y,

Club Meetings. 2

iir.gnd Mrs. R.Keys. ' . 1 - -
Dr.and srs,Bathgate. 1

Mrs. R.lMcLeay.

Ul
]
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NUNBERS_and ADDRESSES
of T
OVERSEAS MIMBERS.

In response to a suggestion by one of our overseas readers
we are printing the numbers and addresses of some of our members
~in the forces abroad. .

R.N.Z.A F,

N.Z. 416520

i

~P/0 W.H.Meldrum

PZ0. F. Simpson N.Z. 414690

Sgt.J. Hannak N.Z. 422657

t

N.Z. 405363 .

- 7/0 B. Beechey
ARMY .

133098 Lisut. w.S. Lood,
N.Z.M.C.
No. 2 Convalescent Depot
2Nd., N.Z.E.F I P,
N.Z.A.P.0L 150
' Overseas.

47223  Sgm. A.B. Lowe,
- . Div. 3ig.
‘ 2nd. N.Z.E.F. o
N.Z.A.P.O. 1000.
" Overseas.

475830 Gnr. J.H? von Dadelszen
, E ~ B. Troop ,
12th Battery
© 17th Field Regt.
2nd N.Z.E.F.1I.P.
N.Z.A.P.0. 150
-Overseas.

48299 trpr. R.W.Cralg -
Armoured Corps
10th Reinforcements
2nd N.Z.E.F.
N.Z.A.P.O0. 1000.




CLUB__MEETINGS.

~Club meetings have been well attended on the whole. No
special entertainment has been provided but the perusal of
letters from overseas members has been the main item of interest.

Although the ancient prast-time of "rough-hoéusing" has been
almost entirely dispensed with members still indulge in verbal
warfare, which, at times becomes almost abusinve in its brutal
frankness, This was a particularly noticeable feature of the
Annual Meeting -- anybody who was flattered at belng selected to
take offlce in the Club was quickly distllusioned!

The serving of supper by the Social Committee brings ths

meeting to a close though very often members are reluctant to
depart till a late hour.

SOCTAL NOTES.

“E HAVE Joan Edgar to thank for .the gift of an original
painting deplicting various aspscts of club activities -- apole
pleking: +treet planting: cycling: swimming and so on. while
ghe as.ures us that none of the characters represented bezr any
resemblance to living persons in the club, we feel that in some .
cases the llksnesses are too good to be accildental! Many, meny
thanks Joan, for a most attractive additlon to our scheme of
decoration in the Club rooms.

The home of Joan and Fred Green was the rendezvous for a
good muster of Club members who gathered on Show night to wish
bon voyage to Fred and Lin Lloyd who w.re on final leave. A
most pleasant evening was spent in recalling the high spots of
old timers present - Cap and Allie Cooke, Les and Marge Holt,
Hilary ahd Norman Collinge.

To Ronagh and Don Black in Australisa, we spend our decpest
sympathy in the loss of their small son, Peter, All our love,
Ronagh, to you and your family. '
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~NAME . for PEAKS

-

Compared with the Rararuas -- whers every 1ittle bump
commemorates some.celebrity -- our ranges are curiously empty
of names. The suggestion of approaching the Geograpnlcal
Board was approved by t.e Anaual leeting this year and the
committee have gone ahead. = The-gensral opinion was expressed
that -the naming of peaks after individuals wes undésirable and
the precedent set by the Ruahine Tramping Club in thc n%ming of
Naungamahue nas a satisfactory one.

The following sugéestions have been fornarded to the .
Geographical Board asking for their assistance 1n the divising
~of sultable namcs,

KAWEKA. Trig 4915'. Suggestion;“ The Maori equivalent

of "The Pesk of The MapMaker" in memory of Doug

Callow. (Incidentally this may also serve to commemorate our
11llustrious predecessor Tamatea - Pokai - Thenua.)

RUAHINE. Trig 3ixty Six. Colenso's Te Atusa o.-Parapara
18 a suggested alternative as, from his descrip-
tion, it refers to tnis peﬁg —

Irig 5520' - It has been pointed out that this,
though apparently one of the half dozen highest points of the
range 1s completely unnamed. No name has bsen suggested but
- the appearance of the peak and 1its importance as a meeting

"point of routes and the Board asked .to produce 2 sultable name.
Also.c Maori equival nt for Brokent Kldg\. :

Inaddltion confirmation has beyn requustod for names .
‘apoearing on club maps' such’'as Thres Johns and Thundeérbult
(Kaimanawa) also the £ransPerence of Kuripapanga H4ill to Trig
4100' above The _akes, from the p01nt w. of Kaweka Trig where
the survey maps put >

we hnve wlso suggested tne elimin@tion of the name wai-
kamaka for theTrlg beyond Remutupo, a8 thls hﬂs no connection
with the waikamnka struxm :

~ This is gust a4 start. Give us a year or t#@ and you wont
be able to see¢ the :tussock for a mass of hlgh-sounding and
poetical names.

N.L.E,
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CLUB__TRIPS.

No. 205. July 18th; Yiorking Party, Ts Mata Park.

- In the words of the Club Captain, tree pruning 2t Te Nata
Park 1is now one of the o0ld traditions of the Club. This year
much effort and elbow grease had to be expended as the trees,
being too blg for secatemns, saws were necessary. It is pmﬂzing
how persistently tough a macroeapa branch can be, especisnlly
when one's saw 1s not as sharp as it might be, To a ecasurl on-
looker the sight must have been a singular one -- some of the
attitudes struchk by the bush whackers were anything but elegant!
However, many hands make light work and the gob was done by thres
working parties, on various Sundays.

No. 206. Aug. 1st. The trip to Kahursnaki was cancelled and
: the following weekend saw a small working
party again attaking the unoffending macrocApas.

No. 207. Aug. 15th.

No. 208. Aug. 29th. Spur Pruning.

Sunday, August 29th,. Was it pruning we were to do? The
day dawned clear and cool.  iie left the hospital gates 9 am and
headed towards the Kawékas - grand in the winter coat. No use

®ishing we were there, sincere wishss weren't cars -- No usse
envying Clem and Angus, roc and Marg. whom we pictured wrapped

in the glory of the heights - we had pleanned to help an old
tramper with his pruning and we were going to have - Jo¥ly good
time, and what is more we did -- more than we expected - not that
we did more, but we most certainly ate more.

Sulitably garbed ond ermed we were issued with directions
by the Boss and assured that whatever we did, we would not hurt
the trees. With that we let go and such a ehorus of snipping
you never heard -- like some nev kind of songsters - ons bud on
a spur - all other buds must go - lucky June and lardi were not
there! Wie had hardly warmed to tihe fob when morning tea arrived
and 4id we do it justice! More snipping- more talk - more laugh-
ter - more suns.ine and then the dinner call/(

It came a8 a surpriss to most ‘that a festive dinner was to
be partaken of and I fear 1ts consumption did some damaRe to the
internal works - we have not all the capacity of our Angus, but
we did our best and a little stretch on the lawn enabled us to
rise and continue whén the time came though snlpping was not so
brisk, the ground staff being inclined to fly ahead and incidently
come to rest in the lupins, In the air one had to keep moving
and we certainly had the advantage of obeerving more than our
own snips.
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Afternoon tea arrived with an assortment of goodies which
quickly followed the dinner whowlng what trampers can do when
opportunity offers. when 5 p.m. camé we wondered if we had basen
really working or feasting. Perhaps Mr. Mitchell will be able
to tell us when the buds blossom and apiles bob.

No. in party ..
Leader: N. Clayton.

No. 209. Sept. 126p. - 13th. TE AWANGA.

The weather was doubtful and so were the members of the
party destined for Fryer's cottage at Te Awanga. However, after
much activity on the phone during the morning, arrangements were
goon altered to sult the occasion and 2-30. saw Nancy Tanner,
Mabel and Peg on tihe road to Te Awanga per car. After a falss
start (a dash home to get Mabel's bread) we finally got underwsay
and made a guick run to Haumoana where we picked up June =2nd so
on to Te Awanga. Soon after our arrival we went for a walk along
the beach. Some of the more enterprising members of the parpy
gathered mussels which they cooked and devoured in large dquantities
to the disgust of the non-eating mussel members. The evening

was spent in music and dancing -- well! the music anyway. Ezra
proved to be quite a virtuoso and entertained us with piana soles,
songs and musical monologues! e retired at a late hour and

8lept the sleep of the Pust in splte of a surfeit of muss@ls.

. Sunday broke fine and sunny - too pleasant a day to do any-
thing of a strenuous nature, decided everybody. After a late
breakfast, we rowed over the lagoon, beached the boat and strolled
along to Clifton where we indulged in a strenuous half-hour of
eating and drinking. The return voyage across the lagoon proved
“rather difficult, the tide having goneousb but after running aground
several times, we reached the movring post. - The afternoon was
spent in eating, sunbathing and more eating, so that it was a very
contented and well-fed crowd that took to the road at Haumesna-
and-the-rest-of-us in the evening. June was dropped at Haumoana
and the Best of us came on to Hastings well satisfied with a2 most
pleasant week-end.

_ No. in trip. 7.
Leader, D, Williams.
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No. 210. REDCLIFF and PUKETADU‘; Sept 26th.

The trip was not very definltely arranged 28 to objective

- . but .we thought to float around behind Redcliff and explore the

river bed. But soon after the Napier and Hastlings partles met

at the bridge, the rain commenced so we decided to keep goling-
till we reached Puketapu. Marge and Joan bsing well up in Scout
lore we got permission to shelter in the Scout Lodge. 7ith some
wood gathered from the river bed we made a fire and dried ourselves
and boiled up. The rain kept on so toamuse ourselves we did some
country dancing, at least the well-informed said that's what it
was. I would'nt know. It was a good romp anyway. Presently we
were invaded by a small army of Alr-force boys, to give the girls
the once-over perhaps. They did not stay long. The rain left
us too so we biked (did I say we were biking) ~cross the swing
bridge and returned by the other bank of the river. On our way

we explored the battlemented hill taat once was Omaranui P2 and
80 home.

No. in party. 9.

Leader: C(Clem Smith.

No. 211. Ogt. 9th - 10th. CRAGGY RANGE.

The weekend party set out in two groups -- Nan Clayton, June
Angus and Clem who rode as far as the bridge and basked on the
river bank and Joan, Nancy Monck and Peg who went out in the late
~afternoon to pick up the first party. wWe had been given permiss-

ion to use a shepherd's whate on the estate so we set out in
search of it and afer ingquirlies were soon set on the right track.
The trail wound its way througn sheep yards and over paddocks N
which were negotiated on our bicycles without much trouble. it
was quite 2 hectlec ride across country up hill and down dale but
we finally reached our destinatioa, a snug little cottage, stand-

ing in what must have béen, not so long ago, a very pretty little
'garden

By the time we had bedded down our stecds and collected some
firewood we all felt &n need of a little sustenance so every-
body gathered mound the fire with cooking utensils and weapons
and very soon an apoetising aroms of burning toast, sizzling
sausages and scorcin-d steak rose upon the evening air! Five of
the stalwarts slected to sleep on tne verandan for some reason
or other though there was plenty of soft grass outside whereon
we could have laid our weary heads. e were to regret our
decision however -- apperently nobody slept a wink 211 night (or
80 they said) but we all seemed to be breathing peacefully at
~about 7-30. Groans of agony and a creaking of stiff joints
rent the morning =air -- ope and 211 declded never again to
slepp on 2 verandah if it could be aboided.
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: ‘Breakfast, and then a walk down the road to maet Molly,
Normnn and four Hereworth boys who had left at 6-45 am and had
walked over the Pe~k and across the paddocks. The male members

of the party had tried to ford the river wut with out any success.
Evidence of their immersion in the Tukituki was still apparent.-

The whole party bhen left the road and made a bee~line for
the top of Craggy Range.  Half-way up we saw two other members,
Marg Clayton and Norman Les (s prospective member we hope) who
quickly caught up with us and then the whole party proceeded at
a lelsurely pace along ths top of the Range -- the wind was blow-
ing in some force on the top. Those who felt gnawing pangs of
hunger mrde for the cottage where lunch was much aporeciated, es-
peclally by the people who had mads an early start, In the after-
noon (while, those who wished rested from their labours) some of
ue meandered up a few more "heights" from which we could see poss-
ibilities in the way of accessible tramping country. The boys
amused themselves at big-game hunting. The result was an opossum.
They were Lkast seen takkmguthe corpse home - why, it was not dis-
closed.

A" evening came on the p arty dispersed -- thos: walking home
making a smart get-away, and the cyclists following at a more
leisurely pace. A good week-end thanks to lir.Van Asch who lernt
us wander over the. prOperty and who provided us with such excellent
shelter. ,

No. in partyi 14,

Leader: Peggy Morris..

No.212. KAWEKA HUttf. Oot. 23rd - -_25th. Labcurjday,w,e,ekehd.,

- Two parties 1eft Hastings in dull weathen,v the morning
party of four slashers - H.D.Neleon, D.G.Williams, A.M. ﬁussell
in Clem Smith's..car, Spent the afternoon clearing the track
near the Tutaekurk. The afterncon party in Campbell Clarke's
car, Mollie M. Joan L.S.and Campbell slept in Mrs. McDonald's
cottage ‘and after exploration arrived at hut Sunday afternoon.,,

: On Sunday, the slashers Went over to bivvy at 7 am. wnence
Dave feturned to hut. Hugh, Angus and Clem removed ski to ridge,
climbed over snow patches to trig and via Cook's Horn in a N.¥
gale, brought -skis to hut where Dave had tea ready for both
partles

Campbell Joan; Molly and Hugh returned o cottage and on -
Monﬁay climbed Te Iringa from Gentle Annie ﬂettlng a broken
view of Ruapehu under: scurrying elouds. o
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Dave, Clem and Angus chopved wood until 10 am on Monday and
cleared track all day. Both parties boiled up at the cottage
and zfter heavy showers ran into dry roads nearing Hastings.

The party, though only seven in number did a profitable amount of
zlimbing and secrub cutting, the skis are now in a dry hut and the
rack clear.

No. in party. 7.
Leader; Angus Russell,

No. 213. Nov, 6th - 7th. RONGOAIKA.

The meeting plabe for this trip Was Clifton and all of the

......

a very pleasant ‘walk along the beach in the late afternnon sun,
stopning to watech tne terns and the: gannets 2t Black Reef. ie
arrived at the Cape where we intended to ‘camp &nd after a pro-
longed meal want down on to the beach. Cray fishing operatlons
Wwere in progress around the cepe so two or three of the membees
“'went to reconnoitre while the rest of us built a big bonfire of
dkfft wood on the beach, The crayfishers were forced to return
by the incoming tide and we had to move to higher ground when

our fire went out to sea on an unexpected big wave. A comfort-
able night w=s spent by most - some spent it in the shelter of
the trees, others preferred the wide open sky and others elected
to sleep with a roof over their heads Dave and the otner crayfish
enthusiasts went out at the crack of dawn and had qulte a success
- ful time while those who preferred their beds slept on peace-
fully.

Next morning, after a hearty though athletic breakfast we

get out for Rongalka proceeding via the sanctuary where we stopoed
for 2 while to wateh the birds, The walk round to Rongaika was
very hot so that when we got there a bather wng indicated. Togs
were having been left behind at tihe hut, the men were ordered

to keep on walking to Matarau while the glrls had a qukck dlp -

1t wae certainly quick as the water was freuzing but it refresh- .
ed us for the walk bacK. - .

On arriving at the hut we found the Sundey party had been
and gone. We were afraid thay had gone all the way to Rongalka,
heving missed us on the way but there was no need for anxlety
as they turned up later, hot, weary and thirsty witn the story
that they'd been all the wayl It tranSpired later that they had
only gone round the cornsr or not mguh further! The afternoon
was spent in bathing and sun bathing - the one, 8o cold; -nd
the other, 80 hot. ’

At 2bout 4 o'clock the p;ﬁé having doopped sufficlently we



At about 4 o'clock the tide having dropped sufficiently we
started back along the beach ,~nd arriving at CLiftén we quaffed

coplous draughts of fizzy drink to quench our thirst, e esch
carried a2 crayfish aas 2 memento of the occasion.

The ride home was not without incident for some of us;: &
blow-out at Nangateretere causing a spot of bother, However,
2 passing motorist was able to h&lp us out of the difficulty.
Altbgether a very good week-end.

No. in party: Saturday - 8
.  Sundry = - 12.

SPECIAL__TRIPS.

ITWC VETERANS_ tour TONGARIRO AND TAUPO.

On St. Patrick's day, Wednesday, liarch 17th, Tlem Smith
andAngus Russell with cycles entrained for Natlonal Park. A six
hour wait at Palmmrston where stores were bought and two dinners/
each were saten. Phkenty of fun on train with soldiers. e slept
in a railway shed at Nationel Park, except when trains thundered
past our feet.

Up at daylight, we rode to thetrack leedlng to thes Manga-
topopo hut, five miles away. This was walked in two hours.
Away at 7 am., snow fell as we made for the saddle bstween Ngau-
rohoe and Tongariro. As Ngaurohoe shyly veiled herself we cpossed
the south crater, and climbed in and out of the Red Crater, passed
the wee sparkling green lakes and tramped sround the enst side
of the Blue lakse. The next -objective was Te Marl and tne adjoin-
ing Sulphur lagoon, but mistakenly instecad of climbing the high
point of the lake's rim we dropped over the low eastern side into
a big gully and explored the spur beyond. Realizing our error, wa
sonn found Te Mari in tne place where it 1s always. Then through
the lively Ketetahi valley, the hottest spot in the thermal rcegions.

We reached the nut at dusk. A bit weary we arose as tine frost
was thawing and went straight up to the North Crater rim and then
walked along the western tops to the top of Tongariro. Below us
lay the russet and maroon coloured rocks of the great South Crater
from the further side of which, in bright sunshine, rose the tall
cons of kgmnrohee, its north-eastern aspect coloured like the red
heatnur.

‘e dropped across rugged rocks to the crater floor aand across
to the cone, at the foot of which we bewailed having risen two hours
too late. Those two hours would have givsn us time to c¢limb Ngau-
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rohoe and rerch Mangatépopb'in d=ylight under perfect conditions.
iie retreated. o

Next momning, March 21st. weclimbed Ngaurohoe from the west
gide in ~ misty drizzls over ice gl=zed rocks, found no shslfer
in the crumbling crater and crawled out two forlorn spectres in
gshorts, sopping wet, in dire distrecs and shivered so much that we
heard the vibrations. A good fire, dry clothem ended the day
after 2 5% hours trip. In the morning, the wind had dried the
grass, we packed out to the road, and with =2 following wind we
flew around the mountain to Roto Air a ~nd Lake Taupo, reaching
Motutere after a 40 mile ride mostly freewheeling.

On Tuesday, March 24th, our seventh day we travelled in Nr
Wepa's lerry from our. hut for 10 miles, cycling through Taupo to
the Walhora velley at Wairakei, and slept on the pine needles along-
8ide Huka falls. Next morning at daybreak we visited Karapitl
blowhole, boiled up at Huka, dined at Taupo, passed Mb,Tauhars
in rain and slept in 2 hut at Bpepe near thesoldiers' graves.

On Qur ninth day we cameé over ths Taupo plains to Turanga-
kumae fenging on luscious blackberriles and after passing through
the fire/swept slopes at Te Haroto mill we slept mnder pine trees
near Te Haroto pah. The tenth day was dellightful ride over
Titi-o-kura to Napier. The wind helped us every day, rain on
only 1% dgys, no enforced delays, the trip was interesting end
Clem's knowledge of the dlstrict was invaluable. The Chateau
and Walirakei are both temporary mental hospltals since the earth-
quake at Porirus.

We 2lso experienced the usual friendliness along all the
toute. It was a very happy ten days of 1life with sleceping bags,
billies and wgycles. ‘

Oct,»léth. 1943.

The rain it rained with good intent
On a free weekend whicin God had sent
with boots and packs znd a calico tent
The hour 1t struck and off we went
Six happoy trampers well content,

Wet not weary was the ride

We sought the hills and left the tide
We found a cabin through our guide
And more than that, a welcome wide
That bid us entser there and bide.
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The night, oh trzmpers, was-nét spent-
Within the confines of a tent

For bunks and downy bedding lent

with n'er the whisper of =2 rent,

Gave trampers dreams a . heaVGanrd bent

The morn it broke with wintry lights
We- all peered out to ses the sights,
And caught 2 glimpse of misty heights,
~That bid us ' leave ‘ouk mundane bikes,
Qnd get to work on real good hikes

. The rch led on ﬂor mnny ‘s mile,
It turned and twisted all the While,
Through mud and slush in single file,
We ploughed along real trampers siyls,
To greet the Holts with one broad smlle.

Theyftodk;uSSln'as they always do;
Some frimnds were old and some- were new,
We shed our coats and wet bOots'too;

-Yet we heeded nought but the gqod hot stew.

. The evening yet wa s Hot complete,’
. Tea wrs set ~ we took our seat,
e guess the me=2l was hard to bent
And true to caste we Btayed to eat,
For surely 'twas a goodly treat.

”f” A Novice 14 monderland "

No tramper with an y semsabmlmymes could worthily desctibe
a ten day trip on the Coromandel Peninsula in a few paragraphs.
So from ny journal, written whilst waiting for billies to boil,
I have wvarved - these .few bare bonss: of facts from the meat of
more important -things. , :

Beglinning and ending at Paeroa, I walked up the West Coast
and down the East Coast, chossing the range from Coromandel to
Whangapouz Bay. The tlme taken was“ten days, from the 19th to
the 29th May, and the distance one hundred and sixty nine miles.
For help along seven of these miles I am indebted to a country
butcher. My dogs, tired of the vegetarian diet that had been
perforce, their.let for the 1-st five days, helped thumselves
to the remains of :the day's sales from =n opén box on the b-ck

of his truck; whilst we in. the cab drove on rn blissful ignor-
ance. B , o :

L

To 2n oldfferrymaﬁféut of-a‘story book, Iwaﬁfdéﬁﬁi&;érgte-




a4 -
ful for the passage he gave me across lercury Bay. A memcrable
half mile crammed full of beauty. The sun, sstting behind the
mountaing after a stormy day, gave added lustre to a lovely place.
Apart from these two adventitious aids, I carried my own pack, The
weather was only such as could be expected for the time of year;
but I was very fortunate and with one exceptlion each evenings$
- approach found me in possession of both a roof and fireplace of
some sort and sufficeint remaining daylight for procuring wood
and water. One might, a whare in a Maori pa; another a garage
~converted into a seaside batch; and once a farmer's spare room.
The one exception was no haraship, in fact an experience whose
pleasureable memories still linger. The night and place were

both perfect for camping and I made my own bivouac beside the
track.

The country 1s very sparsely inhabited and for one period
of four days I never saw a vehicle on the road. With the
driver, Hawkes Bay born, of the first car to break thils solitude
I had some talk, but would not take his proffered 1ift; for the
feeling was strong within me, that even to keep walking was too
fast a pace to pass through the bush that these obtained.

Such brief recital of my journey tells mothing of this
land where the mountains fall down abruptly into the sea ghd
leave little space for human settlement; where the sea wanders
in amongst the mountains and in the loeks and fiiords thus
formed provides suitable environment for a very lovely bird the
Blue Crane.

This 1s & land where the native bush, though polluted by
immigkants, 1s still dominant and where each mile of travel
brings to tremulous life another pazge of ones dry botanical bboks.
Here also can be seen in winter innumerable Wax eyes gorging on the
purple seeds of the Inkweed plant and Tuils pecking into Puriri
Tlowers. Here too the Kukupa still grows fat, less violated
than his relatives in more man ridden areas farther south.

Mang roads are only tracks and in wet weather, their
glutinious clay is a most effective barrier against four wheeled
travellers. There 1s a town here whose bulldings seem mainly
to consist of moribund hotels and whose inhabitants zo by launch
to Auckland to do their shoppihg

Here a native of Australia - the Hakea acicularls -~ im-
poeted as a hedge plant, now a noxious wsed, provides unassail-
_able Maglnot lines for thousands of wild pigs.

The Coromandel Peninsuda 1s the northern arm of that great
semi-circular dam, which sw@eeping round to Cape Runaway, lies
athwart a warm tropical current flowing in from the North East.
The mild climate, good fishing (edible and big game) and the
dangerous tide races round Cape Colville and Cape Runaway are
some of the offspring of this ocean river. It was for the
broad bosom of this great arc of land that the Maori canoes
strived, and largely achieved, when, having made as good a
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southing from Rarotonga as the lightness of the draught 8§ thelr
vessels allowed across the S.East trades; and having reached

a latitude from whence the Southern Cross at 188 lowest meridian
was a certain height above the horizon; they turned westward
into the setting sun. Thus materially lessening the danger of
making no landfall on this countiry. An event that had the odds
against it, had they endeavoured to sail here direct on a S.West
course, '

Yes, one needs more than ten days acquaintance and a thous-
and words to tell of this trampers playground, whose only baem-
ish is the distance from Hastings.

Campbell Clarke.

FIXTURE _LIST.

_ Dec, 1943 - April 1944,
No. Date. Place. | ‘Leader,
215 Dec. 5tn. Moteo Lake. Campbell Clarke.
216 Dec.17th- 18th. Tukituki River Ezra Bartle
via -
Middle Road.
217 New Year. No Man's Naney Tanner.
218 - Jan., 16th. Horscshoe Bend. Molly Molineux.
219 Jan, 29th-30th, Flat Rock. Clem Smith.
Tongolio.
Feb.1l2th-13th,. Wa lmaramsa June Budd.
(Annual Picnic.)
220 Feb.26th-27th. Maraekakaho. Peggy Morris.
Wellwood's.
; (Blackberries we hope.)
221 March 12th,. Te Awanga. Angus Russell.
222 March 26th. Tauroa (Walnuts.) Norman Elder.
223, April 7th-10th Paraparaumu Joan Lovell-Smith,
Easter, as guests of the

Latteys.







